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CHAPTER  I.' 


Military  Ambition.'— -Buonaparte  is  arrested,  and 
loses  Ms  Command  .—Anecdote  of  his  Industry — Refuses 
a  Command  in  the  Infantry. — Commands  an  unsuccess- 
ful Expedition  against  Ajaccio. — Buonaparte  in  Lond- 
don.— He  sinh  into  obscurity  .—The  Sections  at  Paris 
dislike  some  Parts  of  the  new  Constitution.— Disturban- 
ces arise,  and  the  Convention  declared  their  Sittings  per- 
manent.— Troops  enter  Paris  ;  and  Menou  temporising- 
•xith  the  armed  Citizens,  loses  the  chief  Command,  which. 
is  given  to.  Barras. — He  appoints  Buonaparte  Second 
in  Command. — The  13th  of  Vcndemiaire'. — Horrible 
Slaughter  of  the  Parisians  by  the  Conventional  Troops 
under  Barras  and  Buonaparte.'— Motives  which  induced 
the  Citizens  to  arm. — Barras's  Approbation  of  Buona- 
parte'— The  Convention  dissolved.— A  Summary  of  the 
Events  which  occurred  during  its  Sittings. 

Jk.  PASSION  for  military  glory  is  inseparable  from 
great  military  talents :  he,  whose  capacity  and  per 
sonal  services  have  imminently  assisted  in  success- 
fully terminating  an  exploit  of  great  magnitude,  or 
danger,  will  court  an  opportunity  of  procuring  fur^ 
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ther  fame:  be  will  eagerly  seek  in  other  fields  for 
other  laurels ;  and  should  he  even  be  disappointed  in 
a  fresh  adventure,  this,  with  the  remembrance  of 
former  good  fortune,  will  stimulate  him  to  more  vi- 
gorous exertions:  his  ardour  will  be  tempered  by 
caution,  and  a  determined  perseverance  will  ensure., 
ultimate  prosperity  to  his  pursuits.  Experience  will 
counsel  the  wise  in  their  career;  and  though  they 
may  reject  the  suggestions  of  timidity,  they  will  not 
refuse  to  be  guided  by  prudence. 

The  young  General,  Buonaparte,  after  the  siege  of 
Toulon,  in  which  his  achievements  were  so'  conspi- 
cuous, and  where  he  obtained  the  rank  of  General, 
was  sent  to  Nice,  but  was  arrested  there  by  BerTroi, 
the  deputy,  who  previously  displaced  him  from  his- 
command.  He  was  charged  with  being  a  Terrorist 
and  with  his  conduct  after  the  siege  of  Toulon  hav- 
ing been  sanguinary  towards  the  persecuted  inhabi- 
tants: he  was  soon  released,  but  he  lost  his  com- 
mand in  the  artillery,  although  he  was  not  discharged 
the  service;  he  was  offered  a  command  in  the  in- 
fantry, but  refused  to  accept  it. 

During  his  stay  at  Nice  the  events  of  the  war  of- 
fered materials  of  great  value,  to  a  mind  so  imbued 
with  military  enthusiasm:  he  was  almost  constantly 
employed,  and  spent  many  hours  of  the  night  in 
study.  One  of  his  friends,  on  a  very  particular  oc- 
casion, went  to  his  apartments,  long  before  day,  and 
not  doubting  but  he  was  in  bed,  knocked  softly  at 
the  door,  for  fear  of  disturbing  him  two  abruptly; 
but  upon  entering  his.  chamber,  he  was  surprised  to 
find  Buonaparte  dressed,  as  in  the  day,  with  plans, 
maps,  and  numerous  books  lying  around  him. 
"What,''    said  his  friend,  "  not  yet  in  bed?" — 
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"  Iii  bed,'*  answered  Buonaparte,  "  I  am  already 
risen." — "  Indeed,"  observed  the  other,  "  what  so 
early :" — «,'  Yes,  so  early ;  two  or  three  hours  are 
enough  for  sleep." 

Soon  after  lie  was  free  from  arrest  he  hastened  to 
Paris  to  lodge  his  complaints.  Aubry,  the  represen- 
tative, who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  military  de- 
partment of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  refused 
him  any  thing  more  than  the  commission  in  the  in- 
fantry he  had  been  before  offered.  Buonaparte  de- 
manded his  discharge,  which  was  refused:  he  then 
asked  permission  to  retire  to  Constantinople,  in  all 
probability  with  a  view  of  serving  in  the  Turkish 
army,  but  this  was  also  refused. 

He  obtained,  however,  in  the  year  1794-*  the  com- 
mand of  an  expedition  fitted  out  against  Ajaccio,  his 
native  town,  in  the  island  of  Corsica :  he  was  re- 
pulsed, however,  in  the  attempt,  by  one  of  his  own 
relations,  named  Masteria,  who  was  at  that  time  in 
the  British  service,  and  had  served  under  General 
Elliot,  at  the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  The  object  of 
the  expedition  was  defeated,  and  it  returned  to 
France. 

Buenaparte  has  been  frequently  said  to  have  been 
in  England  to  solicit  Government  for  acommission  in 
the  British  army;  the  observation  has  been  denied, 
as  often  perhaps,  as  it  has  been  made  ;  and  no  au- 
thority having  been  mentioned  to  support  the  truth  of 
the  fact  of  his  having  been  in  England  at  all,  has,  at 
length,  been  entirely  disbelieved.  We  can,  however, 
declare,  that  Buonaparte  was  in  England,  but  the 
object  of  his  appearance  here  is  not  known.  He 
lodged  at  a  house  m  the  Adelphi  in  the  Strand,  aud 
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remained  in  London  but  a  short  time.  This  in- 
formation was  obtained  from  General  Miranda,  per- 
sonally, who  says  he  visited  him  in  England  at  the 
time.  We  therefore  give  the  fact  from  that  Ge- 
neral's statement,  which  he  made  on  the  enquiry 
being  put  to  him,  during  the  last  time  he  was  in 
this  country,  before  his  expedition  to  South  Ame- 
rica: it  is  probable,  that  the  period  when  Buo- 
naparte was  here,  was  about  the  middle  of  the 
year  1793;'for  the  Convention,  suspecting  him,  whilst 
he  held  a  command  in  Corsica,  of  tampering,  with 
others  to  surrender  the  island  to  the  English,  the 
Deputies  Le  Courbe,  St.  Michael,  and  two  others, 
ordered  his  arrest:  he  left  the  army  in  consequence, 
and  perhaps  he  came  to  England  immediately,  and 
departed  time  enough  to  be  present  at  the  siege  of 
Toulon. 

After  Buonaparte  had  been  displaced  from  the  ar- 
tillery, and  after  his  ill  success  before  Ajaccio,  he  re- 
mained in  great  obscurity,  and  was  subject  to  con- 
siderable pecuniary  embarrassment :  his  friends  were 
not  numerous,  and  he  was  from  time  to  time  indebted 
for  five  or  six  livres  to  M.  Guerin,  a  merchant  at 
Marseilles ;  but  the  assistance  he  received  from  others 
was  even  more  trifling  than  this.  Mis  prospects  were 
dimmed  by  adversity,  and  he  had  no  certain  expecta- 
tation  ofeither  employment  or  support,  when,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1795,  the  following  public 
occurrences  favoured  his  hopes  of  being  again  called 
into  action. 

Whilst  the  48  sections  of  Paris  appeared  cordial 
and  unanimous  in  their  acceptance  of  the  new  con- 
stitution, 46  of  them  vehemently  rejected  the  decree, 
that  two-thirds  of  the  members  composing  the  Gou- 
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vention,  should  be  re-elected  for  the  new  legislature; 
and  also  the  decree  which  declared  that  if  the  depart- 
ments would  not  re-elect  two  thirds,  the  Convention 
would  become  an  elective  body,  and  Supply  the  defi- 
ciency by  its  own  nomination.  These  two  ob- 
noxious laws  were  denominated  the  laws  of  the  5th 
and  13th  Fructider,  (22d  and  30th  August),  and 
were  sent  into  the  departments  with  the  constitution- 
al act.  No  language  can  do  justice  to  the  scene  of 
horror  and  tumult  which  prevailed  in  Paris.  The 
protest  against  the  law  of  a  forced  election  gave  rise 
to  the  warmest  and  most  antimated  debates,  and  the 
independent  spirit  of  the  Parisians  was  imitated  by 
many  of  the  departments. 

The  people  at  Paris  did  not  pursue  a  determined 
method  of  obtaining  redress.  A  manly  and  dignified 
mode  of  opposition  in  the  majority  of  a  great  nation, 
expressed  with  firmness,  must  have  been  victorious, 
>    The  primary  assemblies  hurried  themselves  into  ruin 
by  precipitation,  which  is  always  an  enemy  to  victory. 
During  these  transactions,  the  primary  assemblies 
of  almost  every  department  of  the  Republic,  signified 
their  acceptance  of  the  constitution,  the  decrees  be- 
ing reprobated    by  some,  and  approved  by  others. 
This  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  Convention  to 
declare#eaeh  day  t'hat  the  majority  of  each  depart- 
ment was  in  favour  of  the  decrees ;  a  fact  disputed 
'  by  the  sections;  who, having  applied  for  leave  to  in- 
spect the  records,  affirmed,  that  the  majority,  if  their 
voice  was  fairly  and  unecpaivocally  ascertained,  would 
be  entirely  in  favour  of  a  new  legislature  ;  because 
they  could  discover,  that  where  a  whole  primary  as- 
sembly had  been  unanimous  for  repealing  the  de- 
crees, it  was  marked  by  the  Convention  as  a  single 
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vote,  notwithstanding  some  of  them  consisted  of 
1,500  or  2,000  persons.  But  such  was  the  heated 
spirit  of  both  parties  upon  this  occasion,  that  the 
simple  truth  did  not  meet  the  views  of  either.  The 
Convention  received  the  deputations  from  the 
primary  assemblies  with  haughtiness  and  con- 
tempt, and  frequently  denied  them  admittance  alto- 
gether. 

The  language  in  which  the  deliherations  of  the 
sections  were  clothed,  and  the  schemes  they  appeared 
determined  to  adopt,  induced  the  Convention  to 
claim  the  protection  of  a  military  force  from  the 
different  committees  of  government.  The  idea  that 
no  soldier  would  draw  his  trigger  or  his  sword 
against  the  life  or  rights  of  a  fellow  citizen,  made 
the  people  of  Paris  pay  little  or  no  attention  to  the 
military  preparations  of  the  legislature.  Means  more 
efficacious  than  either  petition  or  remonstance  were 
declared  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  the  Con- 
vention within  the  limits  of  reason  and  justice,  and 
they  were  represented  as  a  body  of  tyrants  and  as- 
sassins, purged,  indeed,  of  the  most  infamous  mon- 
sters, yet  still  containing  the  murderers  of  the  2d  of 
September,  the  conspirators  of  the  3lst  of  May,  the 
applauders  of  the  assassination  of  the  Gironde,  the 
faithful  associates  of  the  Mountain  chiefs,  and  the 
remaining  actors  in  the  decemviral  tyranny.  It  was 
even  represented  that  if  they  were  allowed  to  exist,  it 
would  originate  from  the  indulgence  or  contempt  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  who  might  be  disposed  either  to 
pardon  their  crimes,  or  excuse  their  cowardice  ;  but 
that  the  presumption  and  tyranny  of  considering 
themselves  as  the  only  proper  guardians  of  the  Re- 
public, creating  an  universal  indignation  they  should 
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be  hurried  from  their  seats  as  the  most  lenient  pu- 
nishment the  nation  could  inflict. 
*,  This  language,  when  contrasted  with  the  diction  of 
some  of  their  associates,  was  moderate.  The  law  of 
retaliation  was  violently  supported  ;  the  re  establish-  ' 
ment  of  revolutionary  tribunals  was  warmly  recom- 
mended ;  and  it  was  proposed  that  every  deputy 
should  undergo  a  trial,  and  no  other  evidence  be  re- 
quired against  him  than  his  public  conduct.  If 
convicted  of  cowardice,  he  was  to  be  despised  as  a 
person  unworthy  of  public  confidence  >  and  if  found 
to  have  committed  crimes  against  the  state,  he  was  to 
pay  for  his  crimes  with  his  head. 

As  the  language  of  the  sections  grew  bolder,  the 
Convention  seemed  more  determined,  and  refused  to 
admit  any  deputation  from  the  people  to  their  sit- 
tings. On  the  2b'th  of  September,  they  decreed  that 
those  presidents  and  secretaries  of  the  primary  as- 
semblies who  should  put  to  the  vote,  or  sign  any  reso- 
lution foreign  to  the  object  of  their  convocation, 
would  be  guilty  of  an  attack  upon  the  safety  of  tne 
Republic  :  this  decree  was  wholly  disregarded.  On 
the  3d  of  October  it  was  decreed,  that  the  pi  unary 
assemblies  oi  Pans,  which  had  appointed  Lhem  eiec- 
tors,should  be  commanded  to  separate  insiantiy,and 
that  the  electors  should  be  forbidden  to  assemble  be- 
fore the  period  fixed  by  the  decree.  The  sections  had 
passed  several  arrets ;  these  were  annulled,  and  the 
commanders  of  the  armed  force  were  directed  not  to 
obey  them.  The  Convention  declared  itself  in  a 
state  of  permanence,  and  affairs  appeared  to  be  fast 
approaching  to  a  crisis. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Etienne  Dupm,  • 
£  2 
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secretary  of  the  department  of  the  Sua,  appeared 
with  six  dragoons,  and  two  trumpeters,  on  the  Place 
du  Theatre  Francois,  to  proclaim  the  decree,  and, 
whilst  reading,  a  numerous  crowd  rushing  from  the 
theatre,  encreased  the  crowd  without,  and  hissings 
and  hootings  interrupted  the  entire  announcement  of 
the  decree  ;  one  of  the  heralds  was  assaulted,  and  the 
flambeau  he  held,  by  the  light  of  which  the  decree 
was  being  read,  was  extinguished.  The  Convention 
ordered  the  deputies,  charged  with  the  direction  of 
the  armed  force,  to  secure  the  electors  assembled  in 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  primary  assembly  of  the 
theatre  Francois,  who  had  refused  to  ohey  the  law 
which  ordered  the  closing  of  the  assemblies.  The 
electoral  body  however,  did  not  wait  for  the  decree 
of  the  Convention  to  seperate;  for  when  the  troops 
arrived,  they  found  the  place  of  meeting  empty. 

On  Sunday  the  4th  of  October,  the  Convention 
issued  a  proclamation,  which  began  by  stating,  that 
"  after  having  exhausted  all  paternal  means,  they 
were  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  the  scandalous  strug- 
gle, which  had  taken  place  between  the  general  will 
of  the  people  and  ahandful  of  Royalists." — "  Friends 
to  the  laws!  defenders  of  liberty!"  it  concluded, 
•'  listen  to  the  voice  of  duty,  and  as  soon  as  the  cry 
of  "  Aid  to  the  law !"  shall  be  heard,  hasten  to  join 
the  banners  of  virtue  j  at  sight  of  you  the  conspi- 
rators will  fly,  and  soon  will  peace  and  happiness 
be  raised  upon  the  ruins  of  faction." 

During  those  commotions  the  Convention  con- 
tinued to  order  troops  into  the  metropolis,  and  they 
mingled  with  them  several  hundreds  of  the  terrorists 
who  had  been  confined  in  prison,  from  their  well 
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known  and  mortal  antipathy  against  the  sections. 
These  men,  though  by  no  means  well  affected  to- 
wards the  Convention,  were  glad  to  purchase  their 
freedom,  for  the  opportunity  of  exterminating  the  . 
people  they  denominated  Muscadins  and  Royalists. 
Such  a  guard  was  vehemently  exclaimed  against  by 
the  different  sections.  They  conceived  it  to  be  a 
signal  for  the  return  of  such  a  government  as  that  of 
Robespierre,  and  the  establishment  of  revolutionary 
tyranny.  On  the  4lh  of  October  General  Menou, 
who  commanded  the  military  force  at  Paris,  was 
dispatched  to  the  principal  place  where  the  sections 
met,  which  was  Lepelletier,  in  order  to  effect  their 
dispersion,  or  deprive  them  of  their  arms.  The  De- 
puty who  had  been  chosen  to  visit  the  sections  and 
General  Menou,  held  long  conferences  with  them, 
when  they  declared  that  they  would  cheerfully  lay 
down  their  arms,  if  the  Convention  would  disarm 
the  terrorists  ;  but,  as  they  had  no  authority  to  come 
to  any  terms  with  the  sections,  the  troops,  for  the 
present,  were  withdrawn  on  both  sides,  which  gave 
the  greatest  offence  to  the  Convention,  and  for  which 
General  Menou  was  deprived  of  his  command. 

The  Deputy  Barras,  who  had  been  charged  with 
the  direction  of  the  armed  force,  was  appointed  in 
his  room,  and  he'resolved  to  avail  himself  of  the  as- 
sistance of  a  general  in  whom  he  could  confide  J 
who  then  could  be  better  qualified  than  Napoleon 
Buonaparte,  who  had  served  at  Toulon  with  such 
success,  as  to  fully  ratify  that  opinion  he  entertained 
of  his  talents,  which  had  induced  him  to  appoint 
him  a  general :  there  was  no  time,  nor  was  there 
any  reason,  for  hesitation ;  he  sent  immediately  for 
Buonaparte,  and  immediately  gave  him  the  second 
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command    of    the    Conventional   troops    then    in 
Paris. 

In  the  mean  time  the  sections  beat  to  arms,  and 
appeared  every  moment  more  serious  in  their  mi- 
litary preparations.  The  inhabitants  were  awakened 
at  midnight  by  the  sound  of  drums,  and  a  knocking 
at  almost  every  door,  accompanied  with  the  mcessant 
cry  of  "  To  arms,  to  arms  citizens!  every  one  to  his 
section — liberty  or  death."  This  did  not  produce  any 
material  effect,  as  the  people  in  general  did  not  sup- 
pose that  the  intended  assault  was  to  be  made  at  night. 
About  noon,  however,  the  next  day,  the  celebrated 
i3th  of  Vendemiaire  (5th  October),  the  people  were 
again  in  motion,  with  a  view  to  march  their  forces 
against  the  Thuilleries. 

The  troops  of  the  Convention  extended  from  the 
Pont  Neuf,  along  the  quays  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Seine,  to  the  Champs  lilysees,  and  were  continued 
to  The  Boulevards  :  the  people  occupied  the  Rue  St. 
Honore,  the  Place  de  Vendome,  St.  Roch,  and  the 
Place  du  Palais  Royal.  The  Convention  had  de- 
ceived, the  people,  during  the  morning,  in  sending 
messages  to  the  sections,  and  in  receiving  and  discuss- 
ing reinforcing  their  positions  and  manoeuvring  the 
propositions  for  peace,  whilst  they  gained  time  for 
troops  to  fire  upon  the  people  when  commanded. 
The  debates  in  the  Convention,  and  messages  and 
letters  to  General  Danican,  who  commanded  the 
troops  of  the  Parisians,  kept  the  people  discussing 
instead  of  fighting;  and,  to  their  great  astonishment 
the  post  of  the  citizens  at  St.  Roch  was  suddenly 
fired  upon  from  a  house  in  the  Cul  de  Sac  Dauphin 
and  a  dreadful  scene  of  carnage  commenced. 

During  the  time  that  the  citizens  on  the  Northern 
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side  of  the  river  were  engaged  in  clese  and  terrible 
combat,  those  who  were  on  the  opposite  were  at- 
tempting to  reach  the  Convention  by  the  quay  of 
Voltaire,  although  the  cannon  of  the  Convention, 
which  defended  each  end  of  the  bridge,  presented  to 
their  view  a  most  menacing  appearance.  The  con- 
flict on  the  one  side  of  the  river  was  not  of  long  du- 
ration: for  the  commander  of  the  column  having 
endeavoured  to  force  the  passage,  even  without  ar- 
tillery, and  but  ill  provided  with  ammunition,  a  dis- 
charge of  musketry  was  made,  which  instantly  dis- 
persed his  followers:  the  artillery  was  commanded  by 
Buonaparte.  The  battle  near  the  Thuilleries,  where 
the  Convention  was  sitting,  raged  with  great  obsti- 
nacy, the  cannon  having  been  frequently  seised  upon, 
by  the  insurgents,  and  as  often  retaken  by  the  na- 
tional troops.  Though  the  sectionaries  were  desti- 
tute of  artillery,  they  made  a  gallant  opposition,  and, 
after  many  severe  repulses,  they  still  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  did  not  retreat  till  afterabloody  conflict, 
which  lasted  four  hours.  In  the  space  of  two  hours 
the  firing  of  the  cannon  was  heard  again,  which 
did  not  terminate  till  midnight,  when  the  troops  of 
the  Convention  became  masters  of  the  field  of  battle, 
and  routed  the  citizens  at  every  post.  The  church  of 
St.  Roch,  and  the  Palais  d'Egalite,  were  forced  :  the 
gates  were  burst  open  by  the  cannon,  and  the  people 
who  had  taken  refuge  within  the  walls,  were  slaugh- 
tered. During  the  conflict  the  few  deputies  who 
were  iu  the  Convention,  remained  in  their  places, 
with  their  president  at  their  head.  Many  of  the  other 
deputies  mixed  with  the  troops  who  were  without. 
The  number  of  the  people  slain  en  this  memorable 
day,  has  been  stated  to  have  been  8,000. . 
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The  opposition  of  the  sections  originated  from  the 
indignation  which  the  people  of  France  felt  at  the 
idea  of  men  illegally  usurping  a  power,  which  they 
had,  in  their  opinion,  proved  themselves  unworthy 
of  retaining,  by  giving  their  sanction  to  a  system  of 
tyranny,  which  they  ought  to  have  opposed  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives.  It  was  incompatible  with  the 
spirit  of  a  free  representation  to  talk  of  re-electing 
themselves.  Upon  the  principle  on  which  they  had 
done  so  for  two  years,  they  might  continue  for  life, 
and  thus  establish  a  sys'.em  of  tyranny  infinitely  more 
odious  than  even  absolute  monarchy.  The  people 
felt  the  ignominv,  and  suffered  the  calamities  result- 
ing from  their  dastardly  submission  to  the  Mountain 
party  on  the  31st  of  May,  1793.  When  relieved 
from  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre  they  had  made 
frequent  and  solemn  asseverations  to  live  free  or  pe- 
rish ;  and,  consequently,  when  they  beheld  the  Con- 
vention ready  to  act  a  new  scene  of  tyranny,  they 
determined  to  oppose  every  infringement  of  their 
rights  to  the  last  extremity.  The  section;  had  a  good 
cause ;  but  they,  unfortunately, adopted  a  method  for 
the  attainment  of  their  object  which  is  seldom  crown- 
ed with  success.  They  had  been  made  aware  of  the 
danger  of  procrastination  oy  the  promptitude  of  their 
former  tyrants,  and  they  now,  unfortunately,  were  too 
premature  in  exerting  themselves  before  they  hadcon- 
centrated  their  means  and  their  resources.  Military 
commissions  were  instituted  ;  many  of  the  leaders  of 
the  sections  were  tried,  condemned,  and  executed; 
and  those  who  were  absent  were  outlawed.  This  insur- 
rection was  confined  to  Paris  and  its  vicinity ;  for  some 
of  the  communes  had  their  arms  forcibly  taken  from 
them  while  on  their  march  to  give,  assistance  to  the 
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sections.  The  next  business  of  the  Convention  was, 
to  declare  that  the  laws  of  the  5th  and  13th  Fruc- 
tidor,  had  a  great  majority  of  the  nation  in  their  fa- 
vour ;  an  assertion  which  may  very  reasonably  be 
doubted  since  they  were  often  blended  with  the  con- 
stitutional code,  and,  as  a  part  of  it,  ignorantly  re- 
ceived, even  while  their  spirit  and  intention  gave 
the  highest  disgust. 

BarraSjOn  this  ©ccasion,  having  had  the  chief  com- 
mand, received  all  the  honours  and  all  the  credit 
that  the  Convention  attached  to  the  services  of  the 
day.  The  distinguished  share  that  Buonaparte  had 
in  the  affair,  was  extinguished  by  the  superior  pre- 
tension of  his  superior.  The  unpopularity  of  the  mea- 
sure, was  not  by  any  means  likely  to  endear  him  to 
the  Parisians :  but  he  acquired  notice,  and  Barras  be- 
came, at  length,  so  well  satisfied  with  his  condiK  that 
he  took  an  early  opportunity  of  rewarding  his  . 
portant  achievement  on  the  ever  to  be  rememlered 
day  of  Vendemiaire. 

About  this  period  a  commission,  of  five  members, 
was  nominated  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
most  effectual  means  to  be  adopted  for  saving  the 
the  country ;  and  as  in  time  past,  t  his  has  been  a  party 
phrase,  or  almost  a  watch  ward  for  carrying  into  ef- 
fect some  revolutionary  measure,  it  gave  on  that  ac- 
count, a  considerable  degree  of  alarm.  The  Con- 
vention, it  is  true,  were  now  prepared,  either  from 
principle  or  timidity,  to  adopt  any  measure  that  might 
be  proposed  by  the  Jacobins;  but  Thibeaudeau  de- 
clared, with  undaunted  fortitude,  that  he  would  much 
rather  perish, than  submit  to  the  establishment  of 
such  a  tyranny  as  had  been  happily  subverted.  He  in- 
sisted that  the  commission  of  Five  should  be  immedi- 
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ately  abolished, which  he  compared  to  the  infernal  star 
chamber ot 'England;  and  that  nothing  but  theconsii* 
tution  should  be  the  law  of  the  land  on  the  day  no- 
minated   by  the  people.     He  was  ably  and  warmly 
seconded  by  La  Reveillere  Lepaux,  and  the  affair 
dropped.     The  report  given  in  by  the  commission, 
which  recommended  the  sitting  of  the  Convention  to 
be  made  permament  was  annulled  ;  and,  on  the  day 
appointed  by  the  law,  the  27th  October,  the  president 
declared  that  the  National  Convention  was  dissolved. 
The  sitting  of  this  Convention  continued  37  months 
and  four  days  :  they  signed  the  death  warrant  of  the 
successor  of  an  hundred  kings,  and,  in  one  day,  broke 
the  sceptre,  for  which  an  existence  of  fourteen  centu- 
ries had  procured  almost  a  religious  veneration  :  they 
converted  Fiance  into  an  armed  nation,  which  sent  a 
million  and  a  half  of  men  into  the  field  to  repel  its  ene- 
mies, and  who  defeated  the  combination  of  all  the 
great  powers  of  the  continent,  and  subdued  Holland. 
This  convention  enacted  eleven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  laws,  and,  during  its  continuance,  three 
hundred  and  sixty  conspiracies,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty  insurrections  were  denounced, and  eighteen  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  thirteen  persons  put  to  death  by 
the  guillotine.  The  civil  war  at  Lyons  cost  thirty-one 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  and  that  at  Marseilles 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  nine.     At  Toulon  four- 
teen thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  lives 
were  destroyed;  and  in  the  South,  after  the  fall  of 
Robespierre,  seven  hundrea  and  fifty  individuals  pe- 
rished.   The  war  in  La  Vendee  caused  the  destruc- 
tion of  nine  hundred  thousand  men,  and  more  than 
twenty  thousand  dwellings.  Four  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety  persons  committed  suicide,  through 
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terror  of  the  dreadful  enormities,  the  maflacres,  and  the 
legal  cruelties,  that  were  committed;  and  three  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  women  died  of  premature  deliveries, 
from  the  fame  caufe  ;  twenty  thoufand  human  beings 
died  of  famine,  and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
fifty  were  driven  to  incurable  infanity.  In  the  colo- 
nies one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  white 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  fixty  thoufand  peo- 
ple of  colour  were  maflacred,  and  two  towns  and 
three  thoufand  two  hundred  habitations  burnt.  The 
lofs  of  men  by  the  war  alone,  is  'eftimated  at  up- 
wards of  eight  hundred  thoufand,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  Emigrants,  were  for  ever  excluded  from  enter- 
ing France.  Thefe  were  the  events  that  occurred 
during  the  exiftence  of  that  Convention,  which, 
when  its  power  over  property  and  exiftence  was  de- 
parting from  it,'  ended  its  fittings,  by  decreeing,  that 
the  punifhment  of  death  fliould  be  abolifhed  at  the 
termination  of  the  war ! 


* 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Appointment  of  the  French  Executive  Direflory.— 
Vijit  of  Buonaparte  to  Carnot. —Buonaparte  appointed, 
to  Command  the  Army  of  the  Interior. —Expedition  to 
Quiberon.—Luxemburgh  furrenders  to  the  French.— 
They  take  Dujfeldorff  and  Manheim. —  The  Avfirians 
compel  the  French  to  retreat,  and  retake  Manheim  — Ceja- 
tion  of  Hofiiltiies  between  France  and  Avjlria. — Great 
Britain  declares  War  againft  Holland. —  The  Brit'tfi 
take  tlu  Dutch  Eaf  India  Settlements,  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.-Infurreclions  in  the  Britijk  Weji- India 
Ijlands.—JVar  ivitk  the  Maroons.— The  French  take  a 
Numbet  of  Englfh  Merchantmen. — Stcfflet  and  Charette 
taken  and/hot. 

UThE  Convention  terminated  its  fittings,  by  re- 
volving itfelf  into  an  electoral  body,  to  complete  the 
members  deficient  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
agreeable  to  the  conftitutional  decree.  On  the  Coun- 
cil of  Five  Hundred  and  the  Council  of  Ancients 
being  formed,  they  retired  to  their  refpective  halls. 
On  the  29th  of  October,  the  Council  of  Ancients 
appointed  Larevelliere  Lepaux,  their  prefident ;  and 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  elected  Danou  for 
their  prefident.  On  the  31  ft  a  lift  of  50  names  was 
prefented  to  the  Council  of  Anciets,  from  whom 
they  proceeded  to  elect  an  Executive  Directory  of 
five  perfons,  and  Lepaux,  Letourneur,  Rewbel, 
Sieyes,  and  Barras,  were  declared  duly  elected. 
Sieyes  declined  accepting  the  office,  and  the  council 
chofe  Carnot  in  his  room. 

The  palace  of  the  Luxembourg  was  appointed  to 
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be  the  refidence  of  the  Executive  Directory,  and  was 
to  take  the  name  of  the  Palace  of  the  Dhectory. 
The  coStumeof  the  Directors  was  very  magnificient; 
the  constitution  ordained  that  they  Should  wear  it 
whenever  they  gave  audience  :  the  legislative  autho- 
rities were  alfo  habited  in  their  halls  in  vtry  Showy 
d redes.     The   fplendid  appearance  which  the  new 
government  aflumed,    was  intended    to  infpire  the 
people  with  veneration  and  refpeet :  the  conSHtution 
of  the  Republic,  feemed  by  this  attention  to  parade, 
to  anticipate  the  probability,  that  the  multitude  would 
not  otherwife  honour  their  rulers.     The  fternnefs  of 
the  Republicans  was  visible,  through  their  trappings ; 
if  their  other  virtues  were  not  feen,  it  was  not  begaufe 
they  were  concealed  by  the  robes  of  office.     Some 
few,  however,  amid  the  gaudy  constellation,   fhone 
out  with  pure  and  undiminished  lultre. 

The  reafon  affigned  for  chooSing  f error ijis  to  confti-  ' 
tute  the  Executive  Power,  in  opposition  to  men  of  more 
rational  principles  a;:d  moderate  views,  was  that  no- 
thing lefs  t  ould  prevent  the  Royal  party  from  becoming 
ultimately  victorious — that  the  moment  cahed  aloud  for 
ardent  fpirits  and  violent  meafilres — for;men  to  act  in 
that  public  capacity,  who  would  ttand  more  in  need 
of  a  curb  than  a  Stimulus.     No  danger,  it  was  con- 
tended, could  fpring  from  the  nomination  of  Jaco- 
bins to  offices  of  public  truft,  Since  the  odium  poured 
upon  them  by  the  people  was  almou  univerSal;  and, 
therefore,  if  they  fliould  ever  prefume  to  proceed  be- 
yond proper  bounds,  the  nation  would  be  unanimous 
in  accelerating  their  destruction  ;  but  how  many  in- 
dividuals of  corrupt  principles,  and  infamous  con- 
duct, have  in  different  countries  placed  themlelves  by 
degrees   beyond  the   reach   of  responsibility  !   how 
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many  atrocious  crimes  did  Robefpierre  perpetrate  be- 
fore his  death  atoned  for  his  guilt  ! 

After  the  inauguration  of  the  Directory,  Buona- 
parte, as  General  of  the  armed  force  of  Paris,  waited 
on  each  of  the  five  Directors.  Carnot,  who  fucceeded 
Sieyes,  lived  at  the  top  of  a  houfe  beneath  the  ruin3 
of  the  Luxembourg,  his  official  apartments  not  being 
ready  :  it  was  oh  a  Monday  that  Bnonap.irtc  pre- 
fented  himielf,  which  was  the  day  whereon  a  cele- 
brated writer  regularly  vifited  Carnot.  This  pcrfon 
•was  fingingan  air,  accompanied  by  a  young  lady  on 
the  piano-forie.  The  appearance  of  Buonaparte,  a 
little  well  made  olive  complcxioned  youth,  amid  five 
or  fix  tall  young  men,  who  feemed'to  pay  him  great 
attention,  was  a  very  furprifiiH,  contrail  :  he  entered 
the  room,  bowing  with  an  air  of  eaie  and  felf  pof- 
fefiion,  and  the  author,  in  quttlion,  afktd  Carnot 
who  the  gentlemen  were.  Tne  Director  anfwered, 
'*  the  General  of  the  armed  force  of  Paris,  and 
his  aid-de-camps.'5  His  diffimilariiy  to  fuch  Gene- 
rals as  Santerre  or  Roffignol  was  ft.rik.ing.  "  What 
is  his  name  ?"  faid  the  author,  "Buonaparte."  "  Has 
he  great  military  fkiilr"  «*  So  it  is  faid."  "  What 
has  he  ever  done  that  is  remarkable :"  "  He  is  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  troops  of  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  day  of  Vendemiaire."  The  fhade  deep- 
ened in  the  countenance  of  the  inquirer;  he  was  one 
of  the  electors  of  Vendemiaire;  he  retired  to  an  ob» 
fcure  part  of  the  room,  and  obferved  the  new  vi- 
fitor  in  thonghtfulnefs  and  filence. 

Buonaparte  feeing  the  young  lady  {till  at  feer  in- 
firument,  and  (he  company  attending  folely  to  him, 
laid,  "  I  have  put  a  flop  to  your  armifements :  feme 
pcrfon  was  finging,  I  beg  I  may  not  interrupt  the 
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party."  The  Director  apologized ;  the  General  in- 
filled, and  after  two  or  three  national  airs  had  been 
played,  he  role,  and  took  his  leave.  As  foon  as  he 
had  departed,  the  converfation  turned  on  Buona- 
parte, and  Carnot  predicted  from  that  fhort  inter- 
view, that  the  youthful  General  would  not  long  re- 
tain a  command,  that  an  afpiring  genius  could  con- 
fider  merely  as  a  Hep  to  future  fame  and  glory. 

Barras  was  not  deficient  in  difcerument :  he  had  a 
quick  perception  of  abilities,  and  he,  therefore,  duly 
appreciated  the  exertions  of  Buonaparte  in  the  affair 
of  the  lections ;  he  faw  that  a  man  endowed  with 
fo  much  obfervation  and  energy,  was  fitted  for  a 
ftation  in  which  vigilance  and  activity  were  eflen- 
tially  requilite,  and  he  procured  Buonaparte  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  interior : 
the  high  rank  which  he  acquired  by  this  appoint-- 
ment,  was  accompanied  by  adequate  emoluments, 
and  carried  with  it  confiderable  influence. 

About  the  month  of  June  in  this  year,  1795,  La 
Vendee  once  more  appeared  in  a  ftate  of  infurrec- 
tion:  the  Vendean  chiefs  were  diftrufted,  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Englifh  was  intercepted,  Cha- 
rette  and  Stofflet  iffued  a  manifelto  on  the  part  of 
the  Vendeans,  and  civil  war  again  feemed  ine- 
vitable. 

The  Britilh  government  being  convinced  that  if 
France  were  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  her  ftrength 
and  refources,  that  fhe  would  be  too  powerful  for  her 
opponents,  determined  to  attempt  a  defcent  on  her 
coafts.  A  number  of  regiments  of  Emigrants  were 
raifed,  and  which  were  recruited  partly  by  the  un- 
fortunate -Toulonefe,  who  were  faved  from  the  maf° 
c  -a- 
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iacre  in  that  city,  and  partly  by  volunteers  from 
amongft  the  French prifoners.  Count  de  Sombreuil, 
a  youth  of  intrepid  valour,  and  Count  d'Hervilly,  en- 
gaged in  the  expedition,  but  the  command  was  given 
to  M.  Puifaye,  who  enjoyed  neither  the  confidence 
of  the  troops,  nor  any  reputation  for  military 
ability. 

This  little  army  of  gallant  Frenchmen  had  every 
thing  pleafing  to  hope  from  the  fuccefs  of  their  at- 
tempt ;  they  were  approaching  the  fhores  of  their 
native  country  from  which  they  had  been  excluded  by  a 
rigorous  decree,  and  were  in  fearch  of  their  homes, 
their  property,  and  their  kinfmen  ;  they  expected  (o- 
reftore  tranquillity  to  France  by  their  prowefs ;  and 
although  the  fmallnefs  of  their  number  was  incom- 
petent to  effect  their  project,  they  earned  with  them 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  ac- 
coutrements, with  an  invincible  courage,  and  an  ar- 
dent zeal:  they  defied  the  whole  power  of  Fiance, 
and  feared  not  to  raife  with  them  in  their  progrefs, 
all  the  honourable,  the  virtuous,  and  the  loyal  fpi- 
jits  of  their  unfortunate  country.  The  expedition 
had  been  provided  with  a  liberality,  bordering  on 
profufion,  and,  from  the  judicious  equipment  of  their 
army,  and  the  vaft  fupply  of  arms  and  ftores,  which 
they  could  diftribute  on  their  landing,  they  did  not 
doubt  of  the  moft  favourable  refults. 

After  being  fixteen  days  at  fea,  the  fleet  anchored 
in  the  bay  of  Quiberon,  and  about  2,500  men  made 
good  their  landing  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  June, 
before  whom  200  Republicans  appeared  to  make  a 
frand,  and  were  eafdy  put  to  flight.  Multitudes  of 
peafants  came  from  dilferent  quarters  to  fee  the 
army,  and  appeared  very  much  pleafed  with  the  «x- 
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pedition.  This  procured  them  large  diftributions  of 
different  neceflaries,  and  upwards  of  28,000  rruif- 
kets  were  delivered  to  them,  including  women  as- 
well  as  men. 

The  Fort  of  Quiberon,  which  contained  about 
600  Republicans,  furrendered  to  M.  d'Bervilly  ore 
the  3d  of  July.  It  was  afterwards-  determined,  in  a 
council  of  war;  to  remove  the  main  army  within  the 
peninfula  and  fort  of  Quiberon,  while  M.  Vauban, 
who  commanded  fome  regular  troops  and  Chouani, 
was  to  remain  in  his  ftation  at  Carnae,  fituated  on 
the  north-eaft  of  Quiberon  Bay,  abotit  fix  miles 
fouth-weft  of  the  town  of  Auray.  On  the  3d  and 
4th  of  July,  the  Republicans  attacked  the  Chouans,, 
who  were  ported  in  the  villages  between  Land  wan,. 
Mindon,  Auray  and  the  army,  when  the  Emigrants 
found  it  impracticable  to  keep  them  to  their  polls. 
The  miferable  inhabitants  of  Carnae,  and  its  vi- 
cinity, were  filled  with  confirmation  at  the  departure 
of  the  Emigrant  army.  The  Republicans  had  ob- 
tained the  moft  accurate  intelligence  refpecting  every 
movement  of  their  anlagonifts,  and,  therefore,  they 
were  no  fooner  within  the  peninfula  than  they  at- 
tacked Carnae,  and  all  their  other  polls.  Part  of 
the  Emigrants  faved  themfelves  by  the  Britifh  boats, 
while  the  reft  were  purfued  under  the  cannon  of  the 
fort. 

The  Convention  being  informed  of  thefe  attempts 
in  Brittany,  difpatched  Blad  and  Tallien  to  raife  the 
neighbouring  departments,  whilft  General  Hoche  or- 
ganifed  an  army  ;  he  forced  the  Emigrant^  to  with- 
draw to  the  camp  of  Konften,  under  the  prote&iou 
of  the  fort  of  Penthievre,  whilft  he  himfelf  occu- 
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pied  the  village  of  St.  Barbe,  and  entrufted  General 
Lemoine  iwth  the  conftruction  of  fixong  works  on 
the  heights  of  St.  Barbe,  which  is  fo  fitnated,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  peninfula  from  the  main  land,  that  it 
commands  the  communication.  Every  perfon  of 
difcernment  in  the  Emigrant  army  began  already  to 
difcover  the  neceflity  of  a  retreat ;  but,  far  frdm  ac- 
complifhing  the-  very  objecl:  which  was  propofed  on- 
retiring  within  the  peninfula,  to  wit,  the  re-efla- 
blifhing  order  with  refpect  to  the  ftores  and  diftri- 
biuions,  the  confufion  and.diforder  increafed  in  a 
frightful  progreffion.  By  the  orders  of  M.  Puifaye 
and  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  the  whole  of  the  provifions  on 
board  the  tranfports  were  difembarked  ;  and  thefe 
provifions  which  were  deftined  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army,  were  distributed  among  the  hordes  of  ufelefs 
Ghouans,  who  crowded  the  peninfula,  M.  Puifaye's 
army,  confiding  of  Emigrants,  Chouans,  and  Bri- 
tifli,  amounted  to  12,000  men,  of  which  ijooo  were 
felected  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  the  blockade,  by 
attacking  the  Republicans,  who  were  entrenched  at 
St.  Barbe  in  three  different  camps.  The  Emigrants 
carried  the  two  firft,  and  the  Republicans,  under 
General  Humbert,  retreated,  with  feeming  confu- 
fion ;  but  on  attacking  the  third,  two  mafked  bat- 
teries, of  grape  fhot,  were  opened  upon  them,  and  a 
molt  terrible  (laughter  enfued.  To  facilitate  their 
retreat,  the  Emigrants  difencumbered  themfelves  of 
their  arms,  their  knapfacks,  -  and  even  their  very 
fhoes,  but  it  is  probable  that  none  of  them  would 
have  efcaped,  if  the  firing  from  the  Britilh  fleet 
had  not  put  a  period  to  the  piwfuit  of  the  Repub- 
licans. Count  de  Thalmont,  and  many  nobles,  were~ 
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left  dead  on  the  field,  and  General  d'Hervilly,  was 
defperately  wounded,  and  the  Republicans  took  three 
pieces  of  cannon. 

Hoche  attacked  Fort  Penthievre  with  3,000  men, 
led  on  by  Generals  Humbert  and  Valle,  afiifted  by  num- 
bers of  deferters  from  the  Royal; fts :  300  fokiiers  fe- 
cretly  fcaled  the  rocks,  and,  being  favoured  by  part  of 
the  garrifon,  obtained  poffeffion  of  one  of  the  ad-' 
vanced  works,  and  planted  the  tri-coloured  flag  :  the 
entrenched  camps  of  the  Emigrants  were  forced,  and 
M.  Puifaye  being  wounded,  retired  on  board  one  of 
the  Englifh  vefTels ;  but  the  Royalifts  rallied  under 
the  gallant  Sombreuil,  who  was  only  anxious  to  hold 
out  until  the  women  and  children,  who  were  preci- 
pitating themfeives  into  the  fea,  had  obtained  an 
afylum  on  board  the  Englifh  fleet. 

It  was  now  impodiole  to  refill  the  aflailants,  the 
vanquifhed  demanded  a  parley,  but  fome  of  the 
chiefs  took  that  opportunity  to  elcape  in  the  boats 
fent  to  their  fuccour;  the  firing  .recommenced,  and 
the  unhappy  Emigrants  were  reduced  to  the  de- 
plorable alternative,  of  either  perifhing  by  the  fwords 
of  the  vigors,  or  the  waves  of  the  fca.  The  ac- 
complifhed  Sombreuil,  the  bifhop  of  Dol,  with  the 
clergy  who  accompanied  him,  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  Emigrant  officers,  were  taken  and  guillotined. 
The  greater  part  of  the  privates,  except  the  Chouans, 
effected  their  efcape.  The  Republicans  got  no  lefs 
than  70,000  ftand  of  arms,  150,000  pairs  of  fhoes, 
all  the  artillery  landed  from  the  fleet,  and  magazines 
and  clothing  for  40,000  men.  Six  fhips  laden  with 
provifious,  brandy  and  rum,  which  had  arrived  on 
the  evening  previous,  to  the  action,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Republicans. 
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The  melancholy  defeat  of  this  expenfive  expe- 
dition, did  not  convince  England  that  the  fubju- 
gation  of  France  was  impofiible  by  fuch  means. 
The  fleet  of  Sir  John  ft.  Warren,  continued  off  the 
coaft  of  Britany  during  the  remaining  pare  of  the 
year,  not  without  hopes  of  atchievingfomething  extra- 
ordinary in  favour  of  the  Royalifts.  A  council  of  war 
being  held  in  Quiberon  bay,  it  was  refolved  to  com- 
mence an  attack  on  the,  ifland  of  Noirmoutier,  which 
was  formerly  in  poffeflion  of  the  people  of  Vendee. 
It  was  in  confequente  attacked ;  and,  the  aflailants- 
were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  The  extrava- 
gance of  this  attempt  with  fuch  a  force  was  obvious, 
againft  a  fortrefs  defended  by  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  15,000  men.  Tiie  ifle  of  Dieu,  however,  was 
taken  poi!effion  of,  and  the  Britifli  cruifers  kept  the 
coaft  in  continual  alarm,  and  intercepted  all  commu- 
nication by  fca. 

This  wretched  predatory  warfare  was  productive 
of  no  advantage,  but  of  the  groau  ft  calamities,  to- 
the  brave  men  who  volunteered  their  fervices :  the 
half  Sufficient  expeditions  of  the  Britifli  were  con- 
temptible ;  and  it  leemed  almoft  impoffible,  for  the 
Englifli  cabinet  to  combine  thofe  confiderations, 
which  are  efTential  to  the  plan  of  any  great  or  im- 
portant enterprife. 

The  campaign  in  Flanders  was  commenced  by 
the  fiege  of  Luxembourg,  which  furrendered  to  the 
Republicans  on  the  7th  of  June.  The  honours  of 
war  were  granted  to  the  foldiers,  on  condition  that 
they  would  not  ferve  againft  the  Republic  during 
the  war,  unlefs  exchanged.  This  fortrefs  has  been 
deemed  one  of  the  ftrongeft  fortifications  in  Europe. 
Itsgarrifon  conhiled  of  io3ooo  men,  under  the  com- 
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tnatid  of  the  celebrated  Marfhal  Bender,  and  all  fup- 
plies  had  been  cut  off  before  it  capitulated.  The 
greatefl  part  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe, 
under  General  Jourdan,  croffed  the  Rhine,  near  Duf- 
feklorff,  and  the  French  gut  poffeffion  of  DinTeldorff, 
and  inverted  Mentz,  after  the  Auftrians  had  taken  a 
fixong  pofition  on  the  Lahn,  between  the  towns  of 
Naflau  and  Dielbourg.  During  thefe  operations,  the 
army  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  under  General  Pi- 
chegru,  accomplished  the  paflage  of  the  river  over 
againft  Manheim,  which  fine  city  was  immediately 
taken  pofTeflion  of  by  the  Republicans. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Jourdan,  forced  the  ports  occupied  by  the  Auftrians  on 
the  Lahn ;  in  confequence  of  which  it  croffed  the 
Maine,  and  Mentz  was  completely  blockaded.  A  divi- 
sion of  the  army  under  General  Pichegru,  received  or- 
ders to  take  fuch  a  ftation  as  might  moft  effeftually  pre- 
vent the  junction  of  Clairfait's  army  with  that  of  Mar- 
fhal Wurmfer,  the  latter  of  whom  was  marching  in 
great  force  to  relieve  Manheim,  in  hopes  of  pre- 
venting its  furrender;  but  a  part  of  the  French  cavalry 
having  proceeded  to  plunder  the  peafantry,  the  Au- 
ftrians returned  to  the  charge  and  furprifed  them. 
The  infantry  difputed  the  ground  for  fome  time  with 
great  obftinacy,  but  were,  at  laft,  obliged  to  give  way, 
and  the  Auftrian  troops,  by  rapidly  following  up  their 
fuccefs,  caufed  the  whole  divifion  of  the  enemy  to 
fall  back  on  Manheim.  This  check  fuggefted  to  the 
Republican  Generals  the  neceffity  of  giving  up  their 
purfuit;  and  Jourdan  perceived  that  his  flation  was 
no  longer  tenable;  for  the  enemy  ^ad  fallen  on  bis 
rear,  and  made  themitlves  mailers  of  a  confidei  able 
part  of  his  artillery. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  negociation  be- 
tween France  and  Prulfia,  Prince  Hohenlohe  fur- 
prifed  tht  Republicans  at  Keiferflautern,  where  they 
loft  3,000  men;  but  the  Pruffians  having  made  imme- 
diate refticurion  the  treaty  was  continued.  Hohen- 
lohe  was  at  Frankfort  when  the  Republicans  paffed 
the  Rhine,  and  he  is  charged  with  having  encou- 
raged Clairfait  to  attack  them,  by  the  information  he 
communicated  refpecling  the  pofition  they  had  taken, 
aed  the  weaknefs  of  their  force.  The  French  were 
furprifed  ;  and  General  Jourdan  was  obliged  to  raife 
the  fiege  of  Mentz,  and  commence  a  retreat.  The 
army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe  was  immediately  pur- 
fned  by  the  enemy,  after  Clairfait  had  collected  his 
flattered  forces  along  the  Neckar;  at  which  time 
General  Pichegru  crofTed  the  Rhine,  for  the  purpofe 
of  reinforcing  the  army  on  the  left,  leaving  a  ftrong 
garrifon  at  Manheim.  In  the  mean  time,  the  army 
under  the  command  of  General  Jourdan  was  hotly 
jmrfued  by  Clairfait,  and,  after  a  variety  of  fkir  • 
nifties,  effected  its  retreat  to  Duffeldorff,  where  it 
fir  ft  croffed  the  Rhine.  The  garrifon  of  Mentz  re- 
ceived very  powerful  reinforcements,  and  the  Au- 
ftrians  being  under  no  apprehenfions  for  its  fafcty, 
two  of  their  dnifions  crofted  the  Rhine  at  different 
places,  and  commenced  an  attack  on  the  remainder 
of  the  French  army,  whi:h  had  been  entrenched  be- 
fore that  place,  and  exerted  their  ftrength  to  no  pur- 
pofe for  fe.veral  months.  The  Republicans  fought 
with  fury  and  drfperation  for  a  considerable  time, 
but  were,  at  length,  obliged  to  relinquifh  all  their 
polls,  the  whole  of  their  artillery  having  been  feized 
by  the  enemy,  and  their  works  demolifhed. 

The  Auftiians  now  directed  the  greater  part  of 
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their  ftrength   towards  the  Palatinate.     They  were 
mailers  of  the  whole   country   from  Landau  to  the 
banks  of  the  Mofelle;  at  which  critical  period,  Ge- 
neral Jourdan  collected  all  the  Republican  forces  on 
the  left  fide   of   the.  Rhine;    and,   after  leaving  a 
ftrong  party  at  Duffeldorff,  he  advanced,  and  check- 
ed the  career  of  the  Auftrians   in   that  quarter.     In 
the  mean  time,  the  town  of  Manheim  was  vigoroufly 
affaulted  by  the  Auftrians,  and  it  now  fuffered  fo  fe- 
verely  from  the  bombardment  as  to  be  nearly  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire.     The  French  garrifon,  cut  off  from 
all  hope  of  relief,   fince   the  Anftrians  were  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  furrendered 
themfelves  as  prifoners  of  war,   to  the  amount  of 
8000  men.     In  the  Palatinate,    the   Auftrians   had 
poffeflion  of  the  whole  country  from  the  Rhine,  in  a 
direction  north-weft,  through  Landau  to  DeuxPonts, 
afid  from  that  quarter  their  conquefts  extended  north 
to  the  country  along  the  Mofelle  as  far  as  Treves. 
The  Republicans  made  a  molt  impetuous  affault  upon 
the  Auftrians,  every  ftep  was  difputed  in  the  keeneft 
manner,  but  they   at  length  fucceeded,  in  circum- 
fcribing  the  boundaries  of  the  Auftrians;  and  a  cef- 
fation  of  hoftilities   was   mutually  agreed  to  for  the 
fpace  of  three  months.     During  thefe  tranfaclions, 
the  army   of  Italy  acted  upon  the  defenfive,  as  the 
Combined  Forces  were  greatly   fuperior,  although 
the  rigour  of  the   feafon  prevented  any  very  active 
operations. 

The  Cabinet  of  St.  James's,  foo'n  after  the  con- 
queft  of  Holland,  and  the  treaty  of  alliance  figned 
between  that  country  and  France,  ordered  an  em- 
bargo on  all  the  Dutch  veifels  in  Britifh  ports,  and 
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five  men  of  war,  and  60  fail  of  fmaller  veffels  were 
detained  ;  an  order  for  reprifals  was  alfo  granted 
againft  the  mips,  goods,  and  fubjects  of  Holland. 

All  the  Dutch  factories  in  Afia  were  obtained  by 
the  Britifh  government:  its  power  was  thus  encreafed 
in  the  Eaftern  world,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
was  captured,  by  an  expedition  under  Vice  Admiral 
Sir  George  Keith  Elphinftone. 

The  French  planters,  however,  and  free  people 
of  colour,  in  the  iflands  of  Grenada,  Dominica,  St. 
Lucia,  and  St.  Vincent's,  in  the  Weft  Indie,  were 
powerfully  urged  to  rife  in  rebellion  againft  the 
Britifh  government;  and  the  celebrat.d  decree  for 
emancipating  the  flaves  was  induftrioufiy  promulgated. 

Victor  Hugues  landed  a  body  of  troops  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  in  the  month  of  April,  1795, 
which  were  joined  by  mod  of  the  people  of  colour, 
and  the  old  French  inhabitants,  who  received  ac- 
ceffions  of  ftrength  from  the  negro  flaves.  General 
Stuart,  who  had  the  chief  command  in  the  ifland, 
attacked  the  chief  place  of  ftrength  at  Souffriere,  oc- 
cupied by  the  rebels,  and  fell  into  an  ambufcade, 
but  from  wh:ch  he  had,  at  length,  the  good  fortune  to 
crreft  his  efcape.  Two  days  after  lie  gave  them 
battle  at  Souffriere,  but  was  defeated  with  the  lofs 
of  200  men,  and  a  number  of  officers.  This  re- 
vcrfe  obliged  the  Britifh  troops  to  confine  themfelves 
within  the  fort,  and  they  were  compelled  to  abandon 
the  whole  ifland  in  the  month  of  July. 

The  infurgents  in  Grenada  were  alfo  encouraged 
and  affifted  by  Vi&or  Hugues,  who  difpatched  a  num- 
ber of  men  for  that  purpofe  from  Guadaloupe,  and 
the  Lieutenant  Ccvernor,  and  feveral  of  th#  inha- 
bitants were  maae  pdfoners,  and  the  French  kept 
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pofleffion  in  the  ifland.  To  .add  to  the  cala- 
mities of  the  colonifts,  the  infurreclion  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  yellow  fever,  which  made  more  dread- 
ful havoc  among  them  than  the  fword. 

The  fiibjugation  of  Dominica  was  projected  by 
Vi&or  Hugues,  and  the  French  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland,  and  a  detachment  from  Guadaloupe, 
was  joined  by  a  prodigious  number  of  negroes. 
Only  one  company  of  regular  troops  was  ftationcd 
upon  this  ifland,  and  mult  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  infurgents,  had  not  the  Britifh  inhabitants 
rifen  upon  them  with  invincible  fortitude,  and  obliged 
them  to  furrender.  Several  executions  of  the  French 
inhabitants  foon  after  followed,  and  leverai  difaffecled 
were  fent  to  England.  The  ifland  of  St.  Vincent's 
was  alfo  in  infurreclion  ;  the  Britifh  troop*  were  re- 
pulfed  by  the  Caribs,  in  two  different  engagements,, 
who  were  not  totally  fubdued  at  the  termination  of 
the  year. 

Jamaica  was  alfo  fubjefted  to  a  (hare  of  thefe  colonial 
calamities.  A  terrible  fire,  on  ihe  14th  of  June,  bioke 
out  at  Montego  Bay,  which  did  incredible  nilcuief 
to  a  vaft  quantity  of  (lores,  and  reduced  to  allies  tlie 
greater  part  of  the  town  :  the  Maroon  Indians  took 
up  arms,  and  a  melancholy  war  enfued.  El  od- 
hounds  were  fent  for  from  Cuba  to  hunt  dow  n  the 
unhappy  negroes,  and  the  policy  of  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment was,  in  this  initance,  marked  by  cruelty^ 
and  detefted  by  all  thinking  and  humane  men. 
,  On  the  7th  of  O&ober,  1795,  the  Britifli  Medi- 
terranean fleet  of  about  60  fail  of  merchantmen, 
homeward-bound,  under  the  protection  of  three  fliips 
of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  was  overtaken,  by  a 
French  fleet,  of  nine  fail  of  the  line,  and  a  number 
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of  frigates,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Richery,  who  had  left  the  port  of 
Toulon  but  a  fliort  time  before.     As  foon  as  the 
Britifh  Commodore  faw  the  Fre:ch  fleet  making  to- 
wards him  with  a  prefs  of  fail,  he  gave  the  dgnal  for 
{landing  a\vey  from  them  immediately.    In  the  mean 
time,  the  Republican  Admiral  difpatched  his  frigates 
to  prevent  the  efc*pe  of  the  'merchant  fhips.     The 
Bedford  and  the  Formidable,  as   well  as  the  frigates, 
effected  their  tfti.pe,   but  the  retreat  of  the  Cenfeur 
of  74  guns  ;vas  entirely  cut  off,  and  near  thirty  of 
the  merchantmen  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 
During  the  period    ttbefe  tranfaftions,  the  final  and 
happy  termination  of  civil  war  in  La  Vendue,  feemed 
approaching;  for  thofe  indelatigable  chiefs,  Stofflet 
and  Charette,  were  captured  and  fhot,  and  the  whole 
•f  their  followers  fubmitted  to  the  confliiuted  au- 
thorities. 
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CHAPTER   III. 


Memoirs  of  Jofejihine  La  Pageric%  and  P'ifcount  de 
Beauharnois. — The  Friendftiji  of  B arras  and  Madame 
Beauharnois. — Buonaparte  marries  Madame  Beauharnois^ 
and  Carnot  gives  him  the  Command  of  the  Army  of  Italy. 
—Buonaparte's  Campaigns  in  Italy. — Bat-* 
tie  of  Montenotte.— Battle  of  MtUefimo. — Gallant  De- 
fence of  Lieutenant  General  Provera. — Battle  of  Dego. 
— The  French  rejiulfed  at  Vico. — Battle  of  Mondovh.'-* 
The  French  take  Cherrfco,  &c. — Peace  with  Sardinia: 
Buonajiartt's  Proclamation  to  the  Army  of  Italy. 

•JOSEPHINE  LaPagerie,  at  twenty-two 'years  of 
age,  married  the  Vifcount  Alexander  de  Beauharnois, 
Major  in  a  royal  French  regiment  of  infantry  :  they 
were  both  defcended  from  noble  families,  both  na- 
tives of  Martinique,  and  both  educated  in  France. 
The  handfome  fortune  of  the  beautiful  Jofephine  La 
Bagerie  was  an  agreeable  addition  to  the  flender'in- 
corae  of  the  youthful  Vifcount:  their  expenditure 
was  liberal ;  and,  having  been  introduced  at  court, 
their  rank,  the  urbanity  of  their  manners,  and  the 
elegance  of  their  entertainments,  enfured  them  the 
beft  company  in  Puris. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  M.  de 
Beauharnois  was  chofen,  by  the  nobility  of  the 
baihwick  of  Blois,  a  deputy  to  the  States-General, 
or  National  Afiembly ;  and,  in  June  1791,  he  was 
elected  their  prefident,  and  in  that  capacity  figned 
the  proclamation  to  the  French  people  on  the  journey 
of  the  King  to  Varennes.  He  ierved  under  General 
d  3 
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Biron,  in  April  1792,  and  bore  the  rank  of  Adju- 
tant-General, when  the  French  were  defeated  near 
Mons.  He  afterwards  fucceeded  Cuftine  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  of  the  Rhine;  was  fufpended  by 
the  deputies  in  Auguft,  1793,  and,  fhortly  after,  ar- 
retted with  his  wife.  He  was  configned  to  the  guillo- 
tine on  the  23d  of  July,  1796:  if  Robefpierre  had 
not  followed  him,  a  few  days  after,  Madame  Beau- 
harnois  would  alio  have  perifhed  on  the  Republican 
fcaffold.  In  one  of  the  36  lifts  of  perfons  deftined  by 
Fouquier  Thionville  to  fiipply  the  guillotine  for  36  fuc- 
ceflive  days,  appeared  the  name  of  Madame  de Beau- 
harnois;  another  lift  contained  the  name  of  Barras. 
On  the  12th  of  Auguft,  1794,  fhe  was  releafed  by 
Legendre.  Barras  caufed  the  national  feals  to  be 
taken  off  her  houfe,  in  the  Rue  de  VhFfoires,  a  few 
weeks  after,  and  continued  to  honour  her  with  his 
protection,  by  fojourning  in  her  hotel,  until  October 
1 795,  when  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Director, 
required  that  he  fhould  occupy  the  fplendid  fuite  of 
apartments  affigned  him  in  the  palace  of  the  Lux- 
embourg. 

Barras,  inverted  with  the  dignity  of  one  of  the 
chief  magistrates  of  France,  did  not  find  it  conve- 
nient to  continue  his  intimacy  with  Madame  Beauhar- 
nois  :  if  their  attachment  had  been  mutual,  it  was  either 
eafily  fubdued,  or  it  had  fuddenly  fubfided,  for  the 
lady  agreed  to  an  arrangement,  which  evinced  her 
obedience  to  the  wifhes  of  her  friend,  and  the  felf 
command  that  fhe  had  acquired  over  own  feelings: 
fhe  confented  to  give  her  hand  to  Napolean  Buo- 
naparte-, the  General  of  the  interior,  if  the  General 
himfelf  could  be  induced  to  offer  her  his  vows  of 
conjugal  affection.     The  plan  was  formed,  and  Bar- 
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ras  proceeded  to  effeft  its  completion,  to  provide  his 
miftrefs  with  a  hufband,  and  lus  friend  with  a  wife. 

The  army  of  Italy  was  without  a  leader:  Carnot " 
difplaced  General  Scherer  for  habitual  intoxication. 
Buonaparte  having  (hewn  his  talents  for  command, 
as  well  as  for  execution,  both  at  Toulon  and  on  the 
13th  Vendemiaire,  Barras  recommended  him  to 
Carnot,  as  the  moft  likely  man  to  ferve  the  Re- 
public faithfully  in  Italy.  Carnot's  high  opinion  of 
the  genius  of  Buonaparte  feconded  the  nomination. 
Barras  offered  to  Buonaparte  Madame  Beauharnoi?,. 
and  500,000  livres,  and  Carnot  offered  him  the  armv. 
Barras  told  him  that  the  lady  and  the  army  were 
equally  neceflary  to  a  youthful  and  afpiring  General : 
his  friendfhip,  his  gallantry,  and  his  ambition  were 
roufed,  and  as  the  term*  of  the  offer  implied,  that 
neither  could  be  gratified  without  the  other,  he 
obliged  his  friend  Barras,  and  became  the  hufband  of 
Madame  Beauharnois,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  army  of  Italy. 

Buonaparte  arrived  at  the  head  quarters  early  in 
the  fpring  of  1796,  and  only  awaited  the  difappear- 
ance  of  the  fnow  to  commence  his  operations.  In 
the  interim  he  lived  familiarly  with  the  foldiers, 
marched,  on  foot,  at  their  head,  fufFered  their  hard- 
fhips  and  privations,  redrefled  their  grievances,  and 
acquired,  by  attention  to  their  defires,  their  efteem 
and  affection.  The  ftrength  of  his  army  was  very 
inferior  in  point  of  numbers  to  that  of  his  enemies: 
"  But,  if  we  are  vanquished,"  faid  he,  "  I  fhall 
have  too  much; — if  conquerors,  we  ftand  in  need  of 
nothing." 

The  Auftrians  and  Piedmontefe  occupied  all  the 
paffes  and  heights  of  the  Alps  which  command  the 
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river  of  Genoa.     The  French  had  their  right  fup~   ' 
ported    by  Savona,  and  their  left  towards    Monte" 
notte,    while   two  demi-brigadesj   were  confiderably 
advanced  in  front  of  their  right,  at  Volni. 

After  fome  days-  fpent  in  movements  intended  to 
deceive  the  French,  hoftilities  were  commenced  by> 
the  Imperialifts.     Beanlieu  ordered   10,000  men,  on 
the  9th  of  April,  1796,  to  attack  the  port  of  Voltri. 
General  Cervoni,   with  3,000  men  retreated,  during 
night,  in  great  order,  to  the  church  of  Our  Lady  of 
Savona,  and   Buonaparte    covered   his  retreat    with 
1,500  men,  ported   for  that  purpofe  in  the  avenues 
of  Sofpello,  and  on  the  heights  of  Verraggio.   On  the 
10th,  about  four   in  the  morning,  Beaulieu,  at  the* 
head  of  15,000  men,  attacked  and  drove  in  all  the 
ports,    which   fupported  the  centre  of  the   French, 
and  prefented   himfelf,  at  one  o'clock  of  the   day> 
before  the  redoubt  of  Montenotte,  ths  laft  of  their- 
entrenchments.     Notwithstanding  repeated  charges, 
this  redoubt  kept  firm,  and  arretted  the  progrefs  of 
the  enemy.     The  chief  of  brigade,  Rampon,    who 
commanded  thefe   1,500  men,   made  his  foldiers  in* 
the  midft  of  the  fire,  take  an  oath  to  peiifh  in  the  re- 
doubt, and,  during  the  whole  night,  kept  the  enemy 
at  the  diilance  of  piftol-fhot.  In  the  night-time,  Ge- 
neral Laharpe,  with  all  the  troops  of  the  right,  took 
poft  behind   the  redoubt,  and  Buonaparte,  lollowed 
by    the   Generals  Berthier   and    Maifcna,    and    the 
Comrniffioner    Salicetti,    brought  up   the  troop9   of 
his  centre  and  his.  left,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing,   by   Altara,   on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  Au- 
ftrians.    On  the  1  ith,  at  day-break,  Beaulieu  and  La-» 
harpe,  attacked  and  charged  each  other  with  vigour' 
and  various  fuccels,  when  Maflena  appeared  fc2tier» 
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ing  death  and  terror  on  the  flank  rear  of  the  Auftro- 
Sardinians,  where  General  Argenteau  commanded. 
Soon  after,  the  enemy's  Generals,  Roccavinozmd  Ar- 
gentau,  were  wounded,  and  the  rout  became  com- 
plete. Fifteen  hundred  men  were  killed,  and  2,500 
made  prifoners,  of  which  60  were  officers;  feveral 
itandards  were  alfo  taken.  The  French  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  Carcara  on  the  12th,  and  alfo  of 
Cairo. 

Beaufieu,  although  beaten,  was  ftill  able  to  fend 
affiftance  from  his  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the 
Auftro-Sardinian  army.  Buonaparte  removed  his 
head-quarters  to  Carcara  on  the  12th,  and  ordered 
General  Laharpe  to  march  to  Sozello,  in  order  to 
menace  the  tight  battalions  of  the  enemy  ftationed 
there,  and  to  repair,  on  the  day  following,  by  a  rapid 
and  concealed  march  to  the  town  of  Cairo ;  while 
General  Maflena  was  directed  to  gain  the  heights 
of  Dego,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Generals  Menaud 
and  Joubert  occupied  one  of  the  heights  of  Bieftro, 
and  the  other  the  interefting  pofition  of  St.  Mar- 
guerite. This  movement  following  the  battle  of 
Montenotte,  placed  the  French  army  on  the  other 
iide  of  the  Alps. 

©n  the  13th,  at  day- break,  General  Augereau 
forced  the  defiles  of  Millefimo,  while  the  Generals 
Menard  and  Joubert  drove  the  enemy  from  all  the 
neighbouring  pofts,  and  furrounded  a  corps  of  1,500 
Auftrian  grenadiers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Provera  in  perfon,  a  knight  of  the  order  of 
Maria  Therefa,  who  gallantly  retired  to  the  fummil 
of  the  mountain  of  Cofl'aria,  and  entrenched  him- 
felf  in  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle  extremely  ftrong,  oa 
account  of  its  pofition.     Angereau  ordered  his  ar-- 
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tillery  to  advance,  when  both  kept  up  a  cannonade 
for  feveral  hours.  At  eleven  o'clock  of  tht  day,  Buo- 
naparte, vexed  at  finding  his  march  arreftcd  by  a 
handful  of  men,  ordered  General  lJrovera  to  be 
fummoned  to  furrtnder;  the  latter  requefted  to 
fpeak  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but  a 
lively  cannonade  commencing  on  the  right  wing, 
of  the  French  prevented  him  from  repairing  to 
Provera,  who  continued  to  treat  with  General 
Augfteau  for  feveral  hours';  Augereau,  at  length, 
formed  his  men  info  four  columns,  and  advanced 
againft  the  caftle.  Already  had  Joubert  entered  the 
enemy's  entrenchments  with  {even  men,  when,  be- 
ing wounded  in  the  head,  he  was  thrown  on  the 
ground;  and  his  foldiers  thinking  him  dead,  the 
movement  of  his  column  relaxed1.  The  fecond  co- 
lumn commanded  by  General  Banel,  advanced  in 
filence,  when  the  General  was  killed  at  the  foot  Of 
the  enemy's  entrenchments.  The  third  column  un- 
der Adjutant- General  Quenin,  who  was  alfo  killed, 
was  in  like  manner  difconcerced. 

Night  approaching  gave  Buonapart6  reafon  to 
fear,  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  make  their 
way,  fword  in  hand  :  he,  therefore,  ordered  all  the 
battalions  to  unite,  epaulments  of  cafks  to  be  ormed, 
and  howitzer  batteries  planted  within  half  a  mufket- 
fhot  of  the  enemy. 

At  dawn  of  day  on  the  14th,  the  hoftile  armies 
faced  each  other :  the  French  left,  under  Augereau, 
kept  General  Provera  blockaded:  feveral  of  the 
enemy's  regiments,  and  among  others  that  of  Bel- 
giojofo,  attempted  to  penetrate  the  centre  of  the 
French,  but  were  vigoroufly  repulied  by  General 
Menard,  who  was- then  directed  to  fall  back  on  the 
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right  wing.  Before  one  o'clock  at  noon  General 
Maflena  extended  his  line  beyond  the  enemy's  left, 
which  occupied  the  village  of  Dego  with  ftrong 
entrenchments  and  vigorous  batteries.  The  French 
puflied  forward  their  light  troops  as  far  as  the  road 
leading  from  Diego  to  Spino.  General  Laharpe 
marched  with  his  divifion  in  three  clofe  columns ; 
the  one  on  his  left,  commanded  by  General  CaufTe, 
crofled  the  Borrnida  under  the  enemy's  fire,  with 
the  water  up  to  their  middle,  and  attacked  the 
right  of  the  enemy's  left  wing.  General  Cervoni, 
at  the  head  of  the  fe<  ond  column,  alfo  pafled  the 
Borrnida,  under  the  protection  of  one  of  the  French 
batteries,  and  advanced  immediately  againft  the 
enemy;  while  the  third  column,  under  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral Boyer,  turned  a  ravin,  and  cut  off  their  re- 
treat. The  enemy,  furrounded  on  all  fides,  had  not 
time  to  capitulate  ;  and  the  French  columns,  fpread- 
ing  every  where  terror  and  death,  put  them  to  the 
rout.  While  the  right  of  the  French  made  the  ne- 
ceflary  difpofitions  for  attacking  the  enemy's  left, 
General  Provera  with  the  corps  he  commanded  at 
Coflaria,  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.  By  this  vic- 
tory, the  French  acquired  from  feven  to  nine  thou- 
fand  prifoners ;  and  the  enemy  had  between  2,000 
and  2,500  killed. 

On  the  15th  at  day-break.  Beaulieu,  with  7,000 
AuttrianS;  the  flower  of  his  army,  attacked  the  vil- 
lage of  Dego  with  gre?t  boldnefs,  and  carried  it. 
Maffcna,  ub  fcon  as  he  had  formed  part  of  his  troops, 
began  the  attack,  but  wa>.  r^pulfed,  in  thr:  e  different 
at  empts.  General  CaiuTe  was  not  more  fortunate; 
having  rallied  the  99th  demi-brigade,  he  attack- 
ed the  enemy,  and  wa>  on  the  point  of  charging 
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with  the  bayonet,  when  he  fell  mortally  wounded. 
In  this  condition,  perceiving  General  Buonaparte,  he 
collected  his  remaining  ftrength,  and  afked  him  if 
Dego  was  retaken — "The  pofts  are  ours!"  replied 
the  General—"  Then,"  faid  Cauffe,  "  Fixe  la  Re- 
publique  !  I  die  content."  The  affair,  however,  was 
not  yet  decided,  and  it  was  already  two  o'clock  of 
the  afternoon.  Buonaparte  ordered  a  demi-brigade 
to  form  in  column  under  General  Victor,  whilft  Ad- 
jutant-General Lanus,  rallying  a  demi-brigade  of  light 
infantry,  precipitated  himfelf,  at  their  head,  on  the 
enemy's  left.  Thefe  combined  movements  carried 
Dego:  the  cavalry  completed  the  rout  of  the  enemy, 
who  left  600  dead  and  1.4.00  prifoners.  General 
Rufca  had  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  poft  of  San- 
Giovanni,  which  commands  the  valley  of  the  Bor- 
mida.  General  Augereau,  having  diflodged  the 
enemy  from  the  redoubts  of  Monlezemo,  opened  a 
communication  with  the  valley  of  the  Tanaro,  which 
Serrurier's  divifion  had  already  occupied. 

The  activity  with  which  thefe  mealures  were  exe- 
cuted cannot  be  too  much  remarked.  The  Directory  in 
their  letter  to  Buonaparte,  expreffed  the  fatisfaclion 
they  felt,  in  finding  the  choice  they  had  made  of  him 
to  conducl  the  army  of  Italy  to  victory,  juftified  by 
the  laurels  he  had  gained.  "  To-day,  General !" 
faid  they,  "  receive  the  tribute  of  national  grati- 
tude ;  merit  it  more  and,  more  and  prove  to  Europe, 
that  Beaulieu,  by  changing  the  field  of  battle  has  not 
changed  his  opponent;  that,  beaten  in  the  north,  he 
fhall  be  conftantly  defeated  by  the  brave  army  of 
Italy  ;  and  that,  with  fuch  defenders,  liberty  fhall  tri- 
umph over  the  impotent  efforts  of  the  enemies  of 
the  Republic." 
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General  Laharpe,  and  the  chief  of  brigade,  Ram- 
pon,  alfo  received  honourable  teftimonies  of  the  re*' 
gard  which  the  Directory  had  to  their  exertions. 

The  well-directed   movements  of  Generals    Au- 
gerean,  Bayrand,  and  Joubert,  compelled  the  enemy 
to  evacuate  the  entrenched  camp  during  night.     At 
day-break,  on  the  17th,  General  Serrurier  entered  the 
town  of  Ceva,  and  inverted  the  citadel,  in  which  was 
a  garrifon  of  between  feven  and  eight  hundred  men. 
The  heavy  artillery  had  not  been  able  to  keep  pace 
with  the  rapid  march  of  the  army  in  the  mountains, 
and  had  not  yet  arrived.     The  Piedmontefe  army, 
driven  from  Ceva,  took  a  pofition  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Curfaglia.    On  the  20th  Serrurierattacked  their 
right,  by  the  village  of  St.  Michael,  and  palling  the 
bridge,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  compelled  them, 
after  three  hours  fighting,  to  evacuate  the  village ; 
but  the  Tanaro   not  being  fordable,  the  divifion, 
which  was  to  attack  their  left,  could  harrafs  them 
only  by  its  riflemen.     General  Serrurier  was,  there- 
fore, obliged  to  retreat :  the  enemy's   pofition  was 
formidable  ;  furrounded  by  two  deep  and  impetuous 
rivers,  they    had   cut   down    all    the   bridges,   and 
erected  ftrong  batteries  on  the  banks.     Both  armies 
fpent  the  whble  of  the  21ft  in  making  difpofitions, 
and  in  reciprocally  feeking,  by  falfe  manoeuvres,  to 
conceal  their  real  intentions. 

At  two  in  the  morning  General  Maflena  croffed 
the  Tanaro,  near  Ceva,  and  occupied*  the  village  of 
Lezegno.  Guieux  and  Fiorella,  Generals  of  bri- 
gade, made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  bridge  of  the 
Torn.  Buonaparte's  object  was,  to  bear  down  on 
Mondovi,  and  compel  the  enemy  to  change  the  field 
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of  battle;  but  General  Colli,  fearing  the  iffiie  of  an 
engagement,  which  muft  have  been  decifive  on  fo 
extended  a  line,  retreated.  At  day-break  the  two 
armies  were  in  fight  of  each  other,  and  the  engage- 
ment began  in  the  village  of  Vico.  General  Guieux 
bore  down  on  the  left  of  Mondovi,  while  the  Gene- 
rals Fiorella  and  Dammartin  attacked  and  carried  the 
redoubt,  which  covered  the  enemy's  centre;  upon 
this  the  Sardinian  army  abandoned  the"  field  of  battle, 
and  the  fame  evening  the  French  entered  Mondovi. 
The  enemy's  lofs  amounted  to  1,800  men,  of  whom 
1,300  were  prisoners. 

After  the  battle  of  Mondovi  the  enemy  croflcd 
the  Stura,  and  took  a  pofition  between  Coni  and 
Cherafco.  On  the  24th  the  French  entered  the 
town  of  Bena.  General  Serrurier,  on  the  25th, 
marched  with  his  divifion  to  La  Trinite,  and  can- 
nonaded the  town  of  Foflano,  the  head  quarters  of 
General  Colli.  General  Maflena  advanced  againft 
Cherafco,  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  grand  guard. 
Buonaparte  fent  General  Dujard,  and  his  own  aid-de- 
camp, Marmont,  to  reconnoitre  the  place,  and  plant 
howitzer  batteries  on  purpofe  to  beat  down  the  pali- 
fades.  The  enemy,  after  fome  difcharges  of  their 
artillery,  evacuated  the  town,  and  repafled  the  Stura. 
The  French  took  28  pieces  of  cannon,  and  very  con- 
fiderable  magazines  :  this  victory  was  of  the  greateft 
confequence;  for,  befides  fupporting  their  right 
wing,  it  furnifhed  an  ample  ftore  of  fubfiftence. 
The  French  threw  bridges  of  boats  acrofs  the  Stura, 
and  Foflano  furrendered  to  Serrurier.  General  Au- 
gereau  marched  againft  Alba,  which  furrendered, 
and  threw  feveral  bridges  of  boats  acrofs  the  Tanaro, 
to  enable  the  army  to  p^fs  the  river. 
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The  King  of  Sardinia  was  now  reduced  to  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  (hutting  himfelf  up  in  Turin :  the  aged 
monarch,  fearful  that  he  fhould  receive  no  reinforce- 
ment from  the  Auftrians,  determined  to  treat   for 
peace.     General  Colli,  commander  in  chief  of  his 
army,  upon  the  23d  of  April,  addrefled  a  letter  to 
Buonaparte,   ftating,  that  as  his  majefty,  the  King, 
had  fent  plenipotentiaries  to  Genoa,  to  treat  for  peace, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  court  of. Spain ;  he  was  of 
opinion,  the  interefts  of  humanity  required,  that  hof- 
tilitits  fhould  be  fufpended  on  both  fides,  during  the 
dependence  of  the  negociation.     He,  therefore,  pro- 
pofed  an  armiftice,  either,  unlimited,  or  for  a  cer- 
tain time,  as  the  General  fhould  think  proper,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  ufelefs  effufion  of  human  blood. 
To  this  letter  Buonaparte  replied,  that  the  Executive 
Directory  had  referved  to  itfelf  the  right  of  treating 
for  peace  :  it  was,  therefore,  necefiary  that  the  ple"- 
nipotentiaries  of  the  King  fhould  repair  to  Paris,  oj 
wait  at  Genoa  the  arrival  of  the  plenipotentiaries, 
whom  the  French  government  might  fend  thither. 
He  further  obferved,  that  the  military  polition  of  the 
two  armies   rendered   impofiible    every  unqualified 
fnfpenfion  of  arms;  and,  although,  for  his  own  parr, 
he  was  convinced,  that  Government  was  difpofed  to 
grant  reasonable  conditions  of  peace  to  his  majefty, 
yet  he  could  not,  on  vague  preemptions,  arreft  hvs 
march:  there  was,  however,   he  remarked,   a  way 
whereby  General  Colli  might  attain  his  purpofe,  con- 
formable to  the  true  interefts  of  his  court,  and  which 
would  prevent  an  effufion  of  blood ;   and  that  was 
to  put  into  his  pofleflion  two  of  the  three  fortrefles 
of  Coni,  Alexandria,  or  Tortona :  they  could  tnen 
wait,  without  further  hoftilities,  the  iflue  of  nego- 
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ciations,  which  might  perhaps  be'protra&ed.  A  peace 
was  granted  to  the  unfortunate  monarch  :  he  furren- 
dered  Exilles,  Tortona,  Coni,  Alexandria,  and  Cha- 
teau Dauphin,  as  the  pledges  of  his  faith,  and  relin- 
quifhed  Savoy  and  the  county  of  Nice  for  ever. 

On  the  26th,  General  Buonaparte  publifhed  the 
following  Addrefs  to  his  army,  from  the  head  quar- 
ters at  Cherafco : 

"  Soldiers! 

41  In  the  courfe  of  14  days  you  have  acquired  fix  vic- 
tories, taken  21  ftand  of  colours,  50  pieces  of  cannon,  fe- 
veral  ftrong  fortreffes,  and  conquered  the  richeft  portion  of 
Piedmont :  you  have  taken  1,500  prifoners,  and  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  10,000  men  :  you  have,  hitherto,  how- 
ever, fought  only  for  fterile  rocks,  rendered  famous  by 
your  courage,  but  ufelefs  to  your  country,  and  by  your  fer- 
vices,  you  have  emulated  the  conquering  army  of  Holland 
and  the  Rhine.  Deftitute  of  every  thing,  you  have  fup- 
plied  every  thing  ;  without  cannon  you  have  gained  bat- 
tles ;  without  bridges  you  have  croffed  rivers ;  without 
Jhoes  you  have  performed  forced  marches  j  without  brandy, 
and  ofun  without  bread,  you  have  fpent  the  night  in  arms. 
Republican  phalanxes  !  the  foldiers  of  liberty,  are  alone  ca- 
pable of  fuffering  what  you  have  experienced,  and  your 
grateful  country  will  owe  to  you  a  part  of  its  profperity.  If 
the  recovery  of  Toulon  prefaged  the  immortal  campaign  of 
1793,  your  prefent  victories  augur  a  campaign  ftill  more 
glorious.  The  two  armies,  that  but  lately  attacked  you 
with  audacity,  now  fly,  in  terror,  before  you ;  and  the  bafe 
men,  who  ridiculed  your  mifery,  and  inwardly  rejoiced  at 
at  the  triumph  of  the  foe,  are  abafhed,  and  tremble. 

**  It  is,  however,  not  to  be  diffembled,  that  you  have 
•ffedlcd  nothing,  while  there  remains  any  thing  to  be  per- 
fome  d.  Neither  Turin  nor  Milan  are  yet  in  your  pof- 
feffion,  and  the  allies  of  the  conquerors  of  the  Tarquins  are 
ftill  trodden  on  by  the  affaffins  of  BaJTeviUe. 
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41  At  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  you  were  def- 
titute  of  every  thing ;  to-day  you  are  abundantly  fup- 
plied  ;  the  magazines  taken  from  the  enemy  are  numerous* 
and  the  heavy  and  field  artillery  have  arrived.  Your  na« 
tive  land  has  a  right  to  expeft  great  things  from  you,  and 
you  will  juftify  its  expectation.  The  greateft  obftacles 
have  been  furmounted,  but  you  have  ftill  battles  to  fight, 
cities  to  tike,  and  rivers  to  pafs.  Is  there  one  among  you 
whofe  courage  fails  r  Are  there  any  who  prefer  to  re-crofs 
the  peaks  of  the  Apennines  and  the  Alps,  and  patiently 
fubmit  to  the  infults  of  a  flavifh  foldiery  ?  No, — fuch  a 
one  exifts  not  among  the  conquerors  of  Montenotte,  of 
Millefimo,  of  Dego,  and  of  Mondovi :  all  burn  to  extend 
afar  the  glory  of  the  French  nation  ;  all  are  eager  to  hum- 
ble thofe  arogant  monarchs,  who  dared  to  meditate  the 
fiavery  of  Fiance;  all  of  us  wifh  to  diftate  a  glorious 
peace,  that  will  indemnify  our  country  for  the  immenfe  fa- 
crifices  it  has  made  :  and  every  one  wifhes,  on  returning  to 
his  native  village,  to  be  able  to  aflert  with  pride,  that  he 
was  of  the  conquering  army  of  Italy. 

"  This  conqueft  I  promife  to  you,  but  on  a  condition 
that  it  is  neteffary  you  lhould  fwear  to  obftrve.  This 
condition  is,  to  refpedt  the  people  whom  you  liberate,  and 
to  reprefs  the  dreadful  pillage  which  are  only  committed 
by  mifcreants.  Without  the  obfervaDce  of  this,  the  Re- 
publican army  will  not  be  the  deliverers  of  the  people,  but 
their  fcourges  ;  they  will  not  be  the  honour  of  the  French 
nation,  but  they  will  be  difclaimtd  by  their  country  ;  your 
victories,  your  courage,  your  fucceis,  and  the  blood  of 
your  brethren,  who  have  fallen  in  ba  tits — all,  even  their 
honour,  and  your  glory,  will  be  loft.  As  to  mylelf,  and 
the  Generals  enjoying  the  confidence  of  tne  troops, 
they  will  blulh  to  command  an  army  without  difciplme 
or  reftraint,  nd  which  recognizes  no  law,  but  that  of 
force.  Inverted  with  the  national  authority,  and  rendered) 
ftrorg  by  juftice  and  the  laws,  I  know  how  to  compel  the 
*  i 
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few,  who  are  deftitute  of  courage  and  femiment,  to  refpeft 
the  laws  of  humanity  and  honour,  fhould  they  dare  to 
trample  them  under  foot.  I  -will  not  fuffer  brigands  to 
fully  the  laurels  of  the  army  of  Italy;  I  will  fee  that 
every  regulation  be  rigoroufly  executed  ;  marauders  fhall 
be  fhot  without  pity.  Already  fome  have  fallen  victims  to 
this  odious  crime  ;  but  I  remarked  with  pleafure  the  eager- 
jjefs  and  good  conduct  which  my  brave  fellow-foldiers 
have  difplayed  in  executing  their  orders. 

"  I  proclaim  to  the  nations  of  Italy,  that  the  French 
army  come  to  break  their  chains  ;  that  the  French  people 
are  the  friends  of  all  nations;  and  I  call  on  them  to  ap- 
proach with  confidence  ;  and  I  declare,  that  their  property, 
their  religion,  and  ufages,  will  be  refpefted,  that  the 
French  troops,  in  making  war,  will  prove  a  generous 
enemy,  and  that  they  are  the  foes  of  thofe  tyrants  only, 
"%ho  enflave  Italy." 


* 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Continuation  of  Buonaparte's  Cam- 
paigns in  Italy.— Buonaparte  pajfes  the  Po.—~ 
The  Auftrians  driven  from  Fombio.—Armijlice  with  the 
Duke  of  Parma.— -Battle  of  the  Bridge  of  Lodi.— 
The  French  take  Pizzighitone,  Cremona,  and  Milan.— 
Feflival  at  Paris  in  Honour  of  the  Viclories  of  the  Ar- 
mies.—Speech  of  Carnot.—Addre/s  of  Buonaparte  t« 
his  Army. 

J/HE  armiftice  with  the  King  of  Sardinia  was 
figned  by  Buonaparte  on  the  29th  of  April,  and 
immediately  afterwards  he  marched  his  army  towards 
the  Po.  Marten  a  had  reached  Alexandria,  and  feized 
on  the  magazines,  which  the  Auftrians,  unable  to 
Carry  off  with  the  readinefs  they  abandoned  their  po- 
fitions,  had  fold  to  the  town.  On  the  6th  of  May 
the  army  of  Italy  took  pofleflion  of  Tortona :  they 
found  in  this  town,  the  fortifications  of  which  were 
entire,  more  than  one  hundred  pieces  of  brafs  can- 
non, and  immenfe  magazines.  Ceva  and  Coni  were 
in  an  equal  (late  of  defence,  and  liberally  provifioned. 
Thus  the  war  fupported  itfelf,  and  the  fucceftes  of  the 
French  furnilhed  them  with  the  means  of  attaining  new 
conquefts.  The  ftipulations  in  the  4th  article  of  the 
armiftice,  which  granted  to  the  French  the  liberty  of 
palling  the  Po  at  Valenza,  and  various  marches, 
and  feveral  military  and  diplomatic  tranfactions,  in- 
duced the  General  of  the  Auftrian  army  to  believe 
that  Buonaparte  wiflied  to  crofs  the  Po  at  Valenza ; 
but  Buonaparte  had  haftened,  by  a  forced  march,  to 
Caftel-San-Giovanni,   with  5,000  grenadiers,   and 
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1,500  horfe.  At  eleven  at  night,  Andreoffi,  chief  of 
battalion  of  artillery,  and  Adjutant-General  Frontin, 
with  100  dragoons,  reconnoitred  the  Po  as  far  as  Pla- 
cenza,  and  feized  five  boats,  loaded  with  rice,  on 
board  of  which  were  fomc  officers,  500  fick,  and  all 
the  army  medicines.  On  the  7th,  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  Buonaparte  reached  the  Po,  oppofite  Pla- 
cenza.  Two  fquadrons  of  huflars,  ported  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  appeared  determined  to 
difpute  the  paflage.  The  French  troops  threw  them- 
felves  into  the  boati,  and  landed  on  the  other  fide, 
when,  after  a  few  mufket-ftiots,  the  enemy's  cavalry 
retired  :  the  divifions  of  the  army,,  which  had  been 
drawn  up  en-echelons,  at  different  diftances,  parted  the 
river  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Meanwhile  Beaulieu, 
informed  of  the  march  of  the  French,  was- convinced, 
but  when  too  late,  of  the  inutility  of  his  entrench- 
ments on  the  Tefino,  and  his  redoubts  at  Pavia.  On 
the  8th  at  noon,  Buonaparte  learned  that  a  divifion  of 
the  enemy  was  near :  lie  accordingly  advanced,  and 
found  them  entrenched  in  the  village  of  Fombio, 
with  20  pieces  of  cannon.  After  a  lively  cannonade, 
and  a  fpirited  refinance,  the  Auftrians  retreated,  and 
were  purfued  as  far  as  the  Adda,  and  loft  part  of 
their  baggage,  300  horfes,  and  500  men,  killed  or 
taken  prifoners,  among  whom  were  feveral  officers. 

In  the  mean  time  another  body  of  Imperialifts 
reached  Codogna,  the  head  quarters  of  General  La- 
harpe,  at  two  in  the  morning,  and  drove  in  the 
French  videttee.  General  Laharpe, having  mounted 
his  horfe  on  purpofe  to  reconnoitre,  ordered  a  demi- 
brigade  to  advance,  when  the  enemy  were  beat  back 
and  difappeared ;  but  Laharpe  was  killed  by  a  ball. 
General  Berthier  repaired  immediately  to  Codogna, 
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purfned  the  enemy,  and  took  Cafal,  with  a  vaft  quan- 
tity of  baggage :  the  paflage  of  the  Po  was  a  moft 
eflential  operation,  as  in  feveral  places  that  river 
could  not  have  been  pafTed  in  two  months.  The 
chief  of  brigade,  Lafnee,  particularly  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  on  this  occafion  :  he  was  the  firft  who  reach- 
ed the  land  after  the  paflage  had  been  effected.  The 
paflage  of  the  Po  greatly  alarmed  all  the  ftates  of 
Italy ;  and  the  Infant  Duke  of  Parma  figned  an 
armiftice  with  Buonaparte, 

Suspension  of  ARMsconcluded  between  the  French 
army  in  Italy  and  the  Duke  of  Parma  and  Pla- 
cenza,  by  General  Buonaparte,  Commander  of  the 
French  army,  and  M.  M.  the  Marquis  Antonio 
Pallavicini,  and  Philippo  della  Rofa,  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  under  the  media- 
tion of  M.  the  Count  of  Valdeparaifo,  minifter  of 
Spain  at  Parma. 

Articles. — There  (hall  be  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  be? 
tween  the  army  of  the  French  Republic  and  the  Duke  of 
Parma  till  a  treaty  of  peace  be  concluded  between  the 
two  ftates.  The  Duke  of  Parma  fhall  fend  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  the  Executive  Directory  at  Paris. — Whereby  be 
engages  to  pay  a  military  centribution  of  2,000,000  of 
livres,  French  money. — To  furnifh  1,200  draught  horfes, 
with  their  harnefs  j  400  dragoon  horfes,  with  their  har- 
nefs,  and  100  faddle  horfes,  for  the  fupenor  officers  of  th« 
army.— To  give  up  20  paintings,  to  be  chofen  by  the  Ge- 
neral in  Chief,  from  among  thofe  in  the  Dutchy. — To 
lodge  in  the  magazines  of  the  French  at  Tortona,  10,000 
quintals  of  wheat,  and  5,000  of  oats  ;  and  to  furniih  2,000 
oxen. — In  confederation  of  thefe  contributions,  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Duke  of  Parma  were  to  be  confidered  as 
neutral  ftates,  until  the  conclufion  of  the  negotiation  at 
Paris. 
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Buonaparte,  in  his  difpatches,  informed  the  Direc- 
tory of  his  intention  of  lending  to  Paris,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  the  fineft  pictures  of  Corregio,  and  among 
others,  a  St.  Jerome,  faid  to  be  his  mafter-piece.— 
"  I  corifefs,"  obferved  Buonaparte,  •■«  this  faint  has 
chofen  an  unlucky  moment  to  arrive  at  Paris;  but  1 
hope  you  will  grant  him  the  honours  of  the  mufeum  :'* 

The  Senate  of  Venice  ordered  Louis  XVIII.  to  quit 
its  territories,  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  fued 
for  favour.  The  King  of  Naples  fent  a  minifter  to 
Genoa  to  negociate  for  peace,  and  all  the Tea-ports  of 
the  Peninfula  were  fliut  againft  the  Englifh.  The 
route  to  Milan,  which  had  been  opened  to  the  French, 
was  not  fecure  until  the  Auftrians  mould  be  driven 
from  the  banks  of  the  Adda.  Buonaparte  had  difpofed 
the  march  of  his  divifions  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  in 
lefs  than  three  hours,  he  could  unite  them  in  any  one 
point;  but  Beaulieu  had  already  placed  the  Adda  be- 
tween himfelf  and  the  French,  and  waited  them,  in 
order  of  battle,  at  the  end  of  a  bridge,  ioo  toifes  in. 
length,  and  he  hoped  to  arreft  their  progrefs  by  co- 
vering it  with  a  numerous  artillery.  This  bridge,  to- 
pafs  which  was  even  a  bolder  undertaking  than  crofs- 
ing  the  Po,  lay  at  the  town  of  Lodi :  it  was  at  the 
bead  of  this  bridge,  on  the  fide  next  the  city,  that  Buo- 
naparte was  to  plant,  under  a  fliower  of  grape-fhot, 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  breaking  it  down,  whiltt  a  column  was 
forming  to  carry  the  pafs.  The  French  entered 
Lodi,  and  Beaulieu,  with  his  whole  army  ranged  in 
order  of  battle,  and  30  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  de- 
fended the  paflage  of  the  bridge.  Buonaparte  or- 
dered a  battery  to  be  formed  of  all  his  artillery,  and 
the  cannonade   continued  for  feveral  hours    with 
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great  vivacity.  As  the  troops  arrived  they  formed 
in  clofe  column  with  the  fecond  battalion  of  cara- 
bineers at  their  head,  followed  by  all  the  grenadier 
battalions,  at  charge-ftep,  amidft  reiterated  acclama- 
tions of  Five  la  Rejiubhque  !  They  prefented  them- 
felves  at  the  bridge ;  but  the  Auftrians  kept  up  fo 
tremendous  a  fire,  that  the  foldiera  who  advanced 
fell  by  columns  ;  they  retreated,  but  were  agaki  ral- 
lied on,  and  the  (laughter  was  again  dreadful ;  a  fe- 
cond time  they  retreated,  but  Buonaparte  was  im- 
moveable in  his  determination;  again  they  ruflied 
forward,  over  the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades,  and 
the  Generals  Berthier,  Maflena,  Cervoni,  Dalle- 
magne,  the  chief  of  brigade  Lafnes,  and  the  chief  of 
battalion,  Dupat,  placed  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
the  column,  and  patted  the  bridge :  the  Generals 
Rufca,  Augereau,  and  Bayrand,  with  their  divifions, 
had  patted  the  Adda,  at  a  ford,  a  few  miles  below  Lodi, 
at  the  time  the  French  began  to  force  the  bridge, 
and  they  attacked  the  Auftrians  fuddenly  in  the  rear, 
at  the  time  when  they  thought  the  French  were  only 
on  one  fide  of  the  river,  and  this  decided  the  waver- 
ing fortune  of  the  day.  The  whole  line  of  artillery 
was  inftantly  carried,  Beaulieu's  order  of  battle 
broken,  and  the  French  troops  fpread  terror  and 
death  in  all  directions :  the  hoftile  army  was  imme- 
diately difperfed,  though  the  Auftrian  cavalry  endea- 
voured to  protect  the  retreat  of  the  infantry,  and 
with  that  intent  charged  the  French.  The  Imperialifts 
loft  20  pieces  of  cannon,  and  between  two  and  three 
thoufand  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prifoners. 
The  brave,  but  unfortunate  Beaulieu,  with  the  wreck  of 
his  army,  took  refuge  under  the  cannon  of  Mantua,  aijd 
abandoned  Pizzighitone,  Cremona,  and  the  whole  of 
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the  Milanefe,   to    the  French.     Buonaparte,  in  his 
difpatches  to  the  Directory,   after  narrating  this  me- 
morable  battle,  obferves,  That,  although  fince'  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign    the   French  had 
been   engaged    in    many    warm    contefts    (and   it 
was,  perhaps,  neceflary  the  army  of  the  Republic 
fliould   fometimes  fuffer  for  its  audacity)  none  ap- 
proached   the    terrible    paflage    of   the   Bridge    of 
Lodi :  the  French,  after  the  engagement  of  Fombio, 
purfued  the  Auftrians  as  far  as  Pizzighitone  ;  they  in- 
verted it  on  the  i  ith,  and  entered  it  on  the  12th,  after 
a  briflt  cannonade,  and  took,  about  400  prifoners. 
Cremona  furrenclered  to  the  viftors  without  refin- 
ance, and   the   vanguard   of  Buonaparte   took  the 
route  to  Milan,  and  entered  it  on  the  1 5th,  having 
received   on    their  march   the  fubmiffion  of  Pavia, 
where  they  found  almoft  all  the  magazines  of  the 
Imperial  army.     From  this  moment  the  conqueft  of 
Lombardy   may  be  regarded  as   complete;  for,  al- 
though the  caftle  of  Milan  (till  held  out,  the  tri- 
coloured  flag  floated  from  the  extremity  of  the  Lake 
.of  Como,  and  the  frontiers  of  the  country  of  the 
Grifons,  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Parma.     Such  rapid 
fuccefs,  and  fo  many  engagements  and  vi&ories,  in 
fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time,   rendered  fome  dcivs  of  re- 
pofe  neceflary  to  an  army  fatigued  with    conftantly 
rapid    marches   and   engagements.     The    Auftrians 
had  evacuated  Milan  foon  after   the  news   of  the 
battle  of  Lodi;  and,  when  the  French  prepared  to 
enter  the  city,  a  deputation  of  the  inhabitants  car- 
ried to  them  the  key  of  its  gates.     The  court  of  the 
Archduke  immediately  departed,  and  the  Archduke 
and  Duchefs  teftified  great  forrow  at  quitting  their 
capital:  the  ftreels  and  fquares,  through  which  they 
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parted,  were  crowded  with  people,  who  fhewed  no 
figns  either  of  joy  or  forrow,  and  a  very  few  of  "the 
nobility  attended  the  court  in  its  flight.  A  day  or 
two  after,  the  people  aflembled  in  great  crowds  to 
witnefs  the  entry  of  the  French,  and  almost  all  put 
on  the  national  cockade;  the  Imperial  arms  were 
taken  down  from  molt  of  the  public  buildings,  and, 
at  the  Ducal  palaces  a  ludicrous  advertifement  was 
ftuck  up,  in  the  following  words,  "  A  houfe  to  let, 
enquire  for  the  keys  at  Citizen  Salicecti's,  the  French 
commiflioner ;"  many  of  the  nobility  took  the  lace 
off  their  liveries,  and  the  arms  off  their  carriages.  On 
the  14th  of  May,  the  tree  oi"  liberty  was  planted, 
with  great  ceremony,  in  the  grand  fquare ;  and, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  the  fame  day,  General  Maf- 
fena  entered  the  city,  at  the  head  of  his  troops. 
A  deputation  from  the  city,  preceded  by  the  Arch- 
bimop,  went  out  to  meet  him;  upon  entering,  ho 
clapped  fhe  keys,  which  had  been  given  him,  one- 
againfi  the  other,  in  token  of  rejoicing. 

The  entry  of  Buonaparte  was  extremely  bril- 
liant :  the  national  guard,  who  were  ail  on  duty, 
lowered  their  arms  to  him,  and  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try of  the  city  went  out  to  meet  him  in  their  molt 
fplendid  carriages,  and  returned  in  the  proceffion, 
amidft  the  fliouts  or  an  immenfe  populace :  the  ca- 
valcade proceeded  to  the  Archducal  palace,  where 
he  was  to  lodge,  attended  by  feveral  bands  of  mu- 
ficians,  playing  patriotic  marches  and  fymphonies ; 
and  foon  after  his  arrival,  he  fat  down  to  a  dinner  of 
two  hundred  covers.  The  day  was  concluded  by 
on  elegant  ball,  where  the  ladies  vied  with  each  other 
in  expreffions  of  patriotiftn,  by  wearing  the  French 

VOL.   II.  —  NO.  -XV.  J? 


54      \  *H«    LIFE    OF 

national  colours  in  every  part  of  their  attire.  The 
day  following  Buonaparte  received  many  vifits  from 
*the  citizens,  and  in  the  evening  there  was  a  concert 
of  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic  at  the  theatre.  The 
next  day  all  the  chefts,  containing  the  property  of 
the  Archduke  and  the  city,  were  emptied  into  the 
French  coffers,  and  a  fplendid  national  ftte  was 
given  the  day  after,  with  confiderable  enthufiafm, 
which  finiflied  in  the  evening  with  a  general  illumi- 
nation; the  whole  was  terminated  by  fending  depu- 
tations into  the  different  towns  and  villages,  to  in- 
flruct  the  people  in  the  principles  of  liberty  and 
equality.- 

Buonaparte  ifTued  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of 
Lombardy  on  the  30th  Floreal,  or  21ft  of  May, 
ftating,  "  That  the  French  Republic,  which  had 
fworn  hatred  to  Kings,  had  fworn,  at  the  fame  time, 
fraternity  to  the  people,  and  refpeft  for  property, 
perfons,  and  religion;  that  the  French  people  re- 
garding the  people  of  Lombardy  as  their  brethren, 
had  Aright  fo  expect  a  jufr.  return,  and  he,  therefore, 
fhould  imrofe  a  contribution  of  20,000, coo  livres, 
whichihou'dberaifed,in  equal  proportions,  by  the  dif- 
ferent diftricts  of  Lombardy  :  "  the  neceflities  of  the 
army,"  fays  he,  •*  require  it,  and  it  is  a  flight  fum 
for  a  country  fo  fertile,  confidering,  too,  the  advan- 
tages that  muft  reful t  from  it." 

Twenty-one  ftanda.us,  monuments  of  the  defeats 
of  the  Auftrian  ind  Fiedmontefe  armies,  had  been 
already  tranfmitted  to  Pa.  is,  and  prefented  in  its 
name  to  the  Executive  Directory.  Thefe  trophies 
were  received  by  them  in  a  public  fitting,  nmidft  the 
acclamations  of  five  la  Rejiublique,  and  the  very 
day  on  which  Buonaparte  entered  Milan  the  am- 
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DafTadors  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  figned,  at  Paris, 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  that  fovereign 
and  France.  The  government,  defirous  of  encou- 
raging the  ardour  of  the  troops,  by  a  public  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  fervices,  decreed  the  celebration 
of  a  Fete  des  Fittoires,  on  the  29th  of  May,  and  it 
was  obferved  at  Paris  in  the  following  manner:  , 

At  ten  in  the  morning  a  difcharge  of  artillery  an- 
nounced the  feftival,  whicnwas  to  commence  at  noon 
in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  In  the  centre  of  the  field  a 
ftatue  of  Liberty  was  placed,  decorated  with  various 
miiitaiy  trophies-  having  one  hand  reding  on  the 
conftirutional  aft,  and  the  other  holding  a  baton, 
furmounted  with  the  bonnet  of  Wiliiam  Tell*  The 
platform,  on  which  the  ftatue  was  fixed,  was  ele- 
vated 12  feet  on  a  diameter  of  30  toifes,  and  was  ap- 
proached by  four  fteps,  each  60  feet  in  length  :  the 
circumference  of  the  platform  was  ornamented  with 
14  trees,  from  which  were  fufpended  the  trophies 
and  ftandards  of  14  armies,  having  their  names  in- 
fcribed  on  fhields,  placed  at  regular  diftances  in 
front  of  the  trees  :  the  intervening  fpaces  were  filled 
with  military  enfigns,  fattened  together  with  garlands, 
in  form  of  feftoons.  Behind  the  ftatue  of  Liberty 
rofe  a  large  tree,  from  which  were  fufpended,  as  tro- 
phies, the  ftandards  taken  from  the  enemy,  all  united 
by  garlands  of  flowers :  in  front  of  the  ftatue  an 
altar  was  erecled,  and  on  it  were  depofited  crowns 
of  oak  and  of  laurel,  which  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory, who  occupied  that  ftation,  were  to  diftribute 
in  the  name  of  the  gratitude  of  the  country. 

The  conftituted  authorities  took  their  ftations  on 
the  mount  railed  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  Champ  de  Mars; 
an  immeine  crowd  covered  the  extenfive  ilope  which 
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runs  round  the  field,   v  hilt  a  cordon  of  the  national 
guards  of  Paris   enclofcd  the  whole  extent   of  the 
circle.     Infantry  and   cavalry  were  ranged  in  order 
of  battle  in  this  inclofure,  and  a  double  line  of  troops 
extended  from  Uhcole  Militaire,  to  the  Heps  of  the 
mount  facing   them      A  dej  ..lation   of  the  confti- 
tuted    authorities  proceeded  to  the  military    fchool, 
u  hither  the  Directory  had  repaired,   and  fcnn  after 
this  the  latter  appeared,  preceded  by  the   minifters, 
the  diplomatic  body,  the  deputation  of  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities,  a  vaft  number  of  military  on  horfe- 
back,  and  its  own  guard,  the  whole  train  marching 
in  great  ftate  to  the  found  of  military  mufic.     The 
Dirt-dors  weic   ftationed  in   front   of  the  ftatue  of 
Liberty,  while  the  minifters  and    diplomatic  corps 
took   their  places  as  had  been  previoufly  concerted. 
The  national  guards  on  duty,  divided  into  14  bodies, 
reprefenting  the  14  armies,  carried  each  a  diflinctive 
ftandard  :  to  each  of  thefe  corps  were  added  a  cer- 
tain number  of  invalid   veterans,  or  wounded   fol- 
diers,  and  care  was  taken  to  place  them  in  the  corps 
reprefenting  the  army  to  which  they  originally  be- 
longed :   thefe   wounded  foldiers,  or  veterans,  con- 
dueled  by  officers,  and  accompanied  with  the  co- 
lours of  their  refpective   armies,   were   to   prefent 
themfelves  to  the  Directory,  who  placed  crowns  on 
their  ftandards.     When  all  had  taken  their  proper 
flations,    the    confervatory    of    mufic    performed  a 
military  fymphony    by  Louis   Jadin ;     after   which 
a  profound  filence    was  obferved,    when   the    Se- 
cretary-General  read    the    Decree,    fixing    the  ce- 
lebration   of    the    feftival,    and    pointing   out    its 
motive. 
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After  the  decree  was  read,  the  citizen  Carnot, 
president  of  the  Executive  Directory,  delivered  ar» 
impreffive  and  appropriate  fpeech : 

"  At  this  moment,"  faid  he,  "  a  great  people  are  aP- 
fembled,  for  the  purpofe  of  expreffing  their  gratitude  to 
the  virtuous  citizens  who  have  merited  it.  How  agree- 
able to  difcharge  this  talk!  What  pleafure  to  render  you 
this  homage,  you,  to  whom  your  country  is  indebted  for 
its  fafety,  its  glory,  and  the  bafis  of  its  profperity  !  you 
courageous  philofophers,  to  whom  France  owes  her  political 
regeneration,  and  vvhofe  writings  have  prepared  the  revo- 
lution, filed  off  the  chains  of  flavery,  and  diilipated  the 
fury  of  fanaticifm  ; — you,  citizens,  whofe  intrepid  arms 
ha-ve  effected  this  happy  revolution,  founded  the  Repub- 
lic, and  ftruggled  for  feven  years  againft  crime  and  ambi- 
tion, royalifm.  and  anarchy; — you,  in  fine,  who  labour  to 
render  France  happy  and  flourifh'mg,  who  render  her  il- 
luftrious  by  your  talents,  and  who  enrich  her  by  your 
dilcoveries ; — receive  the  folemn  tefhmony  of  national  gra- 
titude ; — receive  it  above  all,  ye  Republican  armies, — you, 
whofe  glory  and  fuccefs  fill  every  foul. 

u  It  is  you,  who  have  defended  us  againfi  ten  coalefced 
kings ;  who  have  chafed  them  from  our  territory,  and 
carried  into  theirs  thefcourges  of  war.  You  have  not  only 
vanquiflied  men, — you  have  furmounted  all  the  obftacles 
of  nature;  you  have  triumphed  over  fatigues,  over  hun- 
ger, and  the  wintry  ftorms.  What  a  fpettacle  to  nations, 
and  what  a  dreadful  lefTon  to  the  enemas  of  liberty  !  a 
new-born  Republic  arms  her  children  to  protect  her  inde- 
pendence ;  nothing  can  reftram  their  impetuofity  :  crofs- 
ing  rivers,  forcing  entrenchments,  and  clambering  over 
recks.  Here,  after  innumerable  victories,  they  extend 
our  limits  as  far  as  the  barriers,  which  nature  has  affigned 
us,  and  purfuing  on  the  ice  the  wrecks  of  three  armies, 
have  made  an  oppteiTed  and  hoftile  nation,  a  free  and  an 
e  z 
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allied  people  ;  there,  they  have  exterminated  the  hordes 
of  traitors  and  robbers  vomited  forth  by  England,  punifhed 
the  guilty  leaders,  and  reftored  to  the  Republic,  brethren, 
who  have  been  too  long  milled :  here,  clearing  the  Py- 
renees, they  precipitate  themfelves  from  their  fummit, 
overturn  every  thing  which  oppofes  their  impetuous  ar- 
dour, and  are  only  arretted  in  their  career  by  an  honour- 
able peace  ;  there,  fcaling  the  Alps  and  the  Appenines, 
they  fhoot  acrofs  the  Po  and  the  Adda  i 

"  The  ardour  of  the  foldier  is  feconded  by  the  genius 
and  valour  of  his  commanders  :  they  conceive  with  pro- 
found wifdom,  and  execute  with  energy  ;  fometimes  ar- 
ranging their  forces  with  coolnefs,  and  fometimes  preci- 
pitating themfelres  into  the  midft  of  dangers,  at  the  head 
of  their  brethren  in  arms.  Would  that  I  could  here  unrol 
the  immenfe -and  glorious  tablet  of  their  victories  ! — that 
I  could  name  our  intrepid  defenders  ! — What  a  number 
of  fublime  images  and  beloved  jjames  crowd  on  my  remem- 
brance ! Immortal  warriors,   pofterity  will  refufe  to 

credit  the  multitude  of  your  triumphs  ;  but  for  us,  we  feel 
confeious  of  their  reality.  Do  we  not  fee  even  in  this  in- 
clofure  part  of  thefe  brave  defenders  ?  Victorious  over  the 
external  enemies  cf  the  ftate,  they  are  come  to  reprefs  its 
internal  foes,  and  maintain,  in  the  interior,  the  Republic 
which  they  have  made  to  be  refpected  abroad.  Do  we  not 
alfo  fee  thefe  venerable  warriors,  grown  old  in  arms,  and 
thofe,  whom  honourable  wounds  force  to  a  premature  re- 
pofe,  now  feeking  an  afylum  here  ? — With  what  ple?fure 
do  our  eyes  reft  on  this  interefi.  ing  union  ? — With  what 
agreeable  emotion  do  we  contemplate  their  victorious 
brows ! — Why  can  we  only  recal  you  to  our  recollection, 
ye  heroes,  who  have  peri&ed  for  liberty  ? — you  fhall  at 
leaft  live  for  ever  in  our  hearts ;  your  children  fhall  be 
dear  to  us  ;  the  Republic  will  difcharge  towards  thtm  the 
debts  it  owes  to  you,  and  will  now  pay  its  firft  tribute  by 
proclaiming  your  glory  and  its  gratitude. 

"  Republican  armies,  represented  in  this  circle  by  & 
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portion  of  yourfelves ;  invincible  phalanxes,  whofe  tro- 
phies J  perceive  on  every  fide,  and  from  which  I  anti- 
cipate new  fuecefs,  advance,  and  receive  the  triumphal 
crowns,  which  the  French  people  enjoin   me  to  place  on 

your  ftandards.... And  you,   Frenchmen,  whom  fome 

endeavour  to  miflcad,  be   iuiprefiul  with  this  interefting 

fcene.     Shall  our  defenders  have  triumphed  in  vain  ? 

Do   you  wifh   that   divifions  and  commotions  fhould  dc- 

ftroy  the  fruits  of  their  exploits? It  becomes  you, 

by  my  voice,  this  day,  to  abjure  your  hatred  :  it  is  for 
ail  that  their  blood  has  flowed  ;  do  not,  therefore,  fhew 
yourfelves  ungrateful  on  the  day  of  retribution." 

At  this  moment  two  ranks  of  thofe  brave  grena- 
diers, who  fo  often  carried  diforder  and  death  to 
the  centre  of  the  enemy's  battalions,  were  {een  af- 
cending  by  the  two  lateral  fteps  of  the  raifed  ter- 
race, and,  in  the  midft  of  them,  the  honourable  vic- 
tims of  war,  whofe  mutilated  limbs  attefted  their 
courage.  Having  gained  the  fummit  of  the  eleva- 
tion, or  terrace,  and  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the 
ftatue  of  Liberty,  each  of  the  deputations  received 
a  ftandard  from  the  prefident  of  the  Directory,  and, 
during  this  distribution,  the  mufic  performed  a  hymn 
to  victory,  while  continual  difcharges  of  artillery 
accompanied  the  ceremony,  and  were  repeated  at 
the  moment  the  ftandards  reached  the  detachments, 
that  reprefented  the  14  armies.  After  this  another 
fpe&acle,  not  lefs  interefting,  attracted  general  at- 
tention. The  troops  which  lined  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  quitting  their  ftation  on  the  fide  of 
the  river,  to  pais  the  Ecole  Mill  take,  formed  in 
order  of  battle,  and  performed  various  evolutions, 
with  a  precifion  and  order,  that  excited  the  joy 
and  admiration  of  the  fpe&ators ;  then,  advancing 
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in  front  of  the  ftatue  of  Liberty,  they  again  fent 
deputations  to  the  Directory,  accompanied  with  their 
colours  and  wounded  foldiers.  The  members  of 
the  Executive  Directory  fixed  crowns  of  oak 
and  laurel  on  the  ftandards,  and  placed  others  on 
the  heads  of  the  wounded  men.  The  mufic  du- 
ring this  executed  a  fecond  hymn  to  victory, 
and  a  war  fong,  amidft  repeated  acclamations  of 
Vi-ce  la  Rejiublique.  A  general  difcharge  of  artil- 
lery, announced  the  conclufion  of  the  ceremony, 
and  the  departure  of  the  Directory,  who  returned 
with  the  pomp  and  retinue  with  which  they  had 
arrived.  Immediately  numerous  orcheftras  crowds 
ed  the  Champ,  de  Mars;  the  people  formed  them- 
felves  into  dancing  parties,  gnd  the  reft  of  the  day 
was  fpent  in  mirth  and  uninterrupted  feftivity. 

While  thefe  fongs,  in  honour  of  the  Repub- 
lican army,  refounded  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine, 
Buonaparte,  faithful  to  his  plan  of  activity,  made 
difpofitions  for  attacking  the  cafile  of  Milan,  and 
preparing  to  purfue  the  remains  of  the  Auftrian 
army,  meditated  an  attack  on  the  dominions  of 
Rome  and  Naples.  On  the  20th  of  May,  he  pub- 
lished the  following  energetic  Addrefs  to  his  bre- 
thren in  arms  : 

"  Soldiers  f 
u  You  have  precipitated  yourfelves  like  a  torrent  from 
the  fummit  of  the  Appenines :  you  have  driven  back,  and 
difperfed  all  who  oppofed  your  march — Piedmont,  libe- 
rated from  Auftrian  tyranny,  has  yielded  to  her  natural 
fentiments  of  peace  and  amity  towards  France  :  Milan  is 
yours,  and  the  Republican  flag  floats  throughout  Lom- 
bardy,  while  the  Dukes  of  Parma  and  Modena  owe  their 
political  exiftence  fokly  to  your  gcnerofity. 
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"  The  army,  which  fo  haughtily  menaced  you,  finds  no 
barrier  to  fecure  it  from  your  courage  :  the  Po,  the  Te- 
fino,  and  the  Adda,  have  been  unable  to  arreft  your  pro- 
gress for  a  fingle  day  :  thefe  boafted  ramparts  of  Italy 
have  proved  inefficient;  you  have  furmounted  them  as 
rapidly  as  you  cleared  the  jAppenins  Such  reiterated 
fuccefs  has  diffufed  joy  through  the  bofom  of  your  coun- 
try :  your  reprefentatives  have  decreed  a  feftival  in  ho- 
nour of  your  victories,  to  be  celebrated  in  all  the  com- 
munes of  the  Republic  :  there  your  fathers,  your  mo- 
thers, your  wives,  your  fillers,  and  your  fweethearts, 
rejoice  in  your  fucceffes,  and  boai't,  with  pride,  of  be- 
ing related  to  you. — Yes,   foldiers  !    you  have  performed 

much but  remains   there  nothing  more   for  you  to 

effect  ?  Shall  it  be  faid  of  us,  that  we  knew  how  to  con- 
quer, but  knew  not  how  to  profit  by  victory  ?  fhall  pofte- 
rity  reproach  us,  that  Lombardy  proved  to  .us  what  Ca- 
pua was  to  Hannibal  ? No  !   I  already  fee  you  rufhing 

to  arms;  an  unmanly  repofe  will  fatigue  you  ;  the  days 
loft  to  glory  are  loll  to  your  happinefs.  Let  us,  tnere- 
fore,  depart ;  we  ftill  have  forced  marches  to  perform, 
enemies  to  conquer,  laurels  to  gather,  and  injuries  to 
avenge. 

"  Let  thofe  tremble  who  have  whetted  the  poignards  of 
civil  war  in  France,  and  who  have  cowardly  aflaffinated 

our  minifters,  and  burned  our   fhips  at  Toulon  : the 

hour  of  vengeance  has  arrived.  But  let  the  people  be 
tranquil ;  we  are  the  friends  of  all  nations,  and  more  par- 
ticularly of  the  defcendents  of  the  Brutufes,  the  Scipios. 
and  the  illuftrious  perfonages  whom  we  have  chofen  as 
models.  To  reftore  the  Capitol,  to  replace  with  honour 
the  ftatues  of  the  heroes  who  rendered  it  renowned,  and 
to  roufe  the  Roman  people,  become  torpid  by  fo  many 
ages  of  flavery, — fuch  will  be  the  fruit  of  your  victories; 
they  will  form  an  epoch  to  pofterity,  and  you  will  have 
the  immortal  glory  of  renovating  the  faireft  portion  of 
Europe. 
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"  The  French  nation,  free,  and  refpefled  by  all  the 
world,  will  give  to  Europe  a  glorious  peace,  that  will- 
indemnify  th-m  for  the  numerous  faciifices  they  have 
made  for  tl.de  fix  year&  paft.  You  will  then  return  to  your 
homes;  and  your  fellow-citizens,  when  pruning  to  your 
•will  fay, — He  was  of  the  army  or  Italy." 


* 
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CHAPTER   V. 

Continuation  of  Buonaparte's  Cam- 
paigns in  Italy. — Buonaparte  makes  an  Armijiice 
izilth  the  Duke  of  Modena.—The  Natives  of  Pavia  and 
Milan  rife  againfi  the  French. — The  Village  of  Binafco 
burned. — Buonaparte's  Proclamation  to  the  Milanefe.— 
He  enters  Pavia,  orders  the  Municipality  to  be  fliot,  and 
ijfues  another  Proclamation. — Vijlts  the  Theatre  at  Milan. 
— His  Proclamation  to  the  Venetians,  on  entering  their 
Territories.— The  French  pafs  the  Mincio. —  General 
Maffena  takes  Verona. —  Louis  XVIII.  leaves  Ve- 
rona.— His  Conducl  whilfi  there. — Mantua  i?rjef}ed.-~ 
Buonaparte  ijfues  a  Proclamation  to  tin  TyroLfe. 

ur  ROM  the  period  of  which  we  are  fpeaking  Eu- 
rope may  be  fuppofed  to  have  entered  upon  a  new 
sera;  the  ancient  political  code  was  trampled  under 
foot  by  the  Conqueror,  and  inftead  of  that  high  fenfe 
of  honour,  which  would,  in  former  periods,  haveraifed 
every  arm  in  its  defence,  and  have  determined  every 
virtuous  mind  in  Chriftendom  to  fhare  the  worft  of 
deaths,  in  preference  to  the  leaft  difgrace :  it  now 
became  the  fafhion  for  courts  and  cabinets  to  cringe 
beneath  the  French  yoke,  and  to  caft  about  for  fome 
apology  for  abandoning  the  law  of  nations.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  individual  ftates  of  Italy,  was  fup- 
pofed to  be  a  fufficient  excufe  for  the  fubmiffion  of 
the  whole,  and  the  retention  of  a  nominal  fove- 
reignty  a  fufficient  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  ho- 
nour: they  thought  that  unconditional  fubmifiion 
would  divert  the  enemy  of  an  hofiile  motive;  for  it 
did  not  occur  to  thofe  ftates,  that  the  power  which 
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would  retain  its  independence  the  longeft,  would  be 
that  which  fhould  defend  itfelf  with  the  mod  pow- 
erful refinance. 

The  Duke  of  Modena  became  more  alarmed  as 
the  French  proceeded  :  he  was,  therefore,  defirous 
of  peace,  and  purchafed  an  armiftice  of  Buonaparte 
at  a  moft  exceffive  price :  he  agreed  to  pay  to  the 
French  Republic  7,500,006  livres,  French  money; 
to  furnifh  2,500,000  livres  in  provifions,  powder, 
and  other  military  flores,  for  the  French  army ;  and 
to  deliver  up  20  paintings,  taken  from  his  gallery, 
or  his  dominions,  to  be  felecled  by  perfons  nomi- 
nated by  the  French  for  that  purpofe. 

General  Defpinoy,  the  French  commandant  of 
Milan,  obferving  on  the  24th,  that  the  people  were 
aflembling  in  the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  on  the  fide  of 
Pavia,  ordered  fome  troops  to  march  thither,  whom 
the  rebels  attempted  to  difarm  ;  but  the  French  de- 
tachment, having  wounded  and  taken  fome  of  them, 
put  the  reft  to  flight.  This  movement  was  com- 
bined, and  took  place  at  the  fame  moment  at  Va- 
reza,  Pavia,  and  Lodi.  The  tocfin  was  founded  in 
the  country;  the  peafants  afTaffinated,  on  the  roads, 
the  commiflaries  and  perfons  employed  in  the  admi- 
niftration ;  and  the  garrifon  left  at  Pavia,  having 
been  furprifed  in  their  quarters,  were  difarmed. 

Buonaparte  had  fet  out  from  Milan  on  the  24th,  to 
repair  to  Lodi,  leaving  only  at  Milan  the  number  of 
troops  neceflary  for  the  blockade  of  the  caftle. 
Scarcely  had  he  reached  Lodi,  when  General  Def- 
pinov  apprifed  him,  that  three  hours  after  his  depar- 
ture the  tocfinjwas  founded  in  Lombardy,  and  that 
it  was  indufbioufly  circulated,  Nice  had  been  taken 
by  the  Englifb,  the  army  of  Coude  had  arrived  by 
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Switzerland,  on  the  confines  of  the  Milanefe,  and 
Beaulieu,  reinforced  with  60,000  men,  was  on  his 
march  to  Milan.  Everywhere,  and  by  every  pof- 
fible  means,  the  people  were  called  on  to  arm  againft 
the  French  :  the  nobles  had  difmified  their  domeftics, 
telling  them,  that  equality  did  not  permit  the  conti- 
nuance of  their  fervices;  and  all  the  partifans  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  the  Sbirri,  and  agents  of  the  cuf- 
toms,  appeared  in  the  front.  The  inhabitants  of 
Pavia,  reinforced  with  five  or  fix  thoufand  peafants, 
inverted  the  citadel,  in  which  there  were  only  300 
French. 

At  Milan  the  people  deftroyed  the  tree  of  liberty, 
tearing  in  pieces  the  tri-coloured  cockade,  and  tramp- 
ling it  under  foot.  General  Defpinoy,  the  com- 
mander, mounted  his  horfe,  whiift  fome  patroles  put 
the  populace  to  flight.  The  gate  leading  to  Pavia 
was  ftill  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  rebels,  who  every 
moment  expected  the  peafants,  whom  they  meant  to 
introduce  into  the  city  :  to  compel  them  to  fubmif- 
fion,  a  terrible  charge  was  made,  and  the  example  of 
a  dreadful  death  reftored  tranquillity,  but  the  city 
was  given  up  to  pillage  for  24  hours. 

The  moment  Buonaparte  was  informed  of  thefe 
proceedings,  he  haftened  back  with  300  horfe,  and 
a  battalion  of  grenadiers.  On  his  arrival  at  Miian, 
he  ordered  a  great  number  of  hoftages  to  be  arretted, 
and  thofe  perfons  to  be  fhot  who  had  been  taken  in 
arms,  at  the  fame  time  intimating  to  the  ar:hbifhop, 
chapter,  monks,  and  nobles,  that  they  fliould  be  re- 
fponfible  for  the  public  tranquillity.  The  munici- 
pality impofed  a  fine  of  three  livres  for  every  do- 
meftic  difcharged  ;  and  order  being  thus  re-eftablifhed 
at  Milan,  Buonaparte  proceeded  to  Pavia. 

tol.  11.— no.  xv.  c 
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The  chief  of  brigade,  Lafnes,  who  commanded  a 
moving  column,  attacked  Binafco,  which  feven  or 
eight  hundred  armed  peafants  appeared  determined 
to  defend  :  he  charged  them,  and,  having  killed  about 
ioo,  difperfed  the  reft.  Buonaparte  ordered  the  vil- 
lage to  be  inftanlly  burned,  which  exhibited  a  hor- 
rible fpecracle,  and,  as  he  fays,  extorted  many  a  figh 
from  the  General.  He  then  fummoned  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Milan,  and  fent  him  to  Pavia,  with  the 
following  proclamation : 

Milan,  6  Prairial,  4th  year, 
(25  May,  1796.) 

"  A  mifled  multitude,  deftitute  of  the  means  of  re- 
finance, have  been  guilty  of  the  greateft  excefies  in 
feveral  communes,  contemning  the  Republic,  and 
the  brave  army,  triumphant  over  fo  many  kings. 
This  inconceivable  frenzy  merits  pity:  the  unhappy 
people  are  led  aftray,  only  to  conduct  them  to  ruin. 
The  General  in  Chief,  faithful  to  the  principles  the 
French  nation  have  adopted,  who  do  not  make  war 
on  the  people,  earneftly  wifhes  to  leave  a  gate  open 
to  repentance;  but  thofe  who,  in  24  hours,  fhall  not 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  take  anew  the  oath  of  obe- 
dience to  the  French  Republic,  fhall  be  treated  as  re- 
bels, and  tbeir  villages  burned.  May  the  terrible  ex- 
ample of  Binafco  make  them  open  their  eyes !  its 
fate  fhnll'be  that  of  all  the  towns  and  villages  which 
perlift  in  :evolt." 

(Signed)  buona  parte."' 

At  day-bre.k,  the  General,  in  perfnn,  reached 
Pavia,  vhei  :tie  r.dvanced  pofts  of  tbe  rebels  were 
driven  back.  The  place  was  crowded  with  a  multi- 
tude of  people,  and  in  a  flair  of  defence  ;  the  caftie 
was  t.->ken,  and  the  French  troops  were  prifoners. 
The  General  ordered  tbe  artillery  to  advance,   and 
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after  fome  difchargcs,  fummoned  the  infurgents  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  have.recourfe  to  French 
generofity  \  but  they  returned  for  anfwer,  that  while 
Pavia  had  walls,  they  would  not  furrender.  Ge- 
neral Dammartin  formed  the  6th  battalion  of  grena- 
diers in  clofe  column,  with  two  eight-pounders  in 
their  van;  and  each  man  having  a  hatchet  id  his 
hand,  the  gales  were  burft  open,  on  which  the  im- 
menfe  multitude  difperfed,  and  took  refuge  in  caves, 
and  on  houfe-tops,  attemptingybut  in  vain,  by  throw- 
ing down  tiles,  to  difpute  the  entry  of  the  troops 
in.o  the  ftreets.  "  Thrice,"  faid Buonaparte,  "had  the 
order  to  fct  fire  to  the  city  expired  on  my  lips,  when 
the  ganiion  of  the  caftle  arrived,  and  hallened  with 
cries  of  joy  to  embrace  their  deliverers.  Their 
names  were  called  over,  and  none  were  found  mifs- 
ing:  .if  the  blood  of  a  fingle  Frenchman  had  been 
filed,  I  had  refolved  to  raife  on  the  ruins  of  Pavia 
a  column,  on  which  thefe  imprelfive  words  were  to 
be  infcribed,  "  Here  Jiood  the  city  of  Pavia  /"  Buona- 
parte ordered  the  whole  municipality  to  be  fhot,  and 
200  hoftages  to  be  arrefted,  and  fent  immediately 
into  France.  The  punifhments  of  Buonaparte,  for 
infurre&ion,  were  tremendous:  the  village  of  Bi- 
nafco  burned,  Milan  given  up  to  pillage,  and  many 
of  its  principal  inhabitants  put  to  death,  the  Muni- 
cipality of  Pavia  fhot,  after  the  city  being  taken, 
were  terrible  examples  of  his  feveritv  —Confla- 
gration and  bloodfhed,  were  no  ordinary  or  in- 
effectual means  of  enforcing  the  lubmiflion  of  the 
conquered  ftates. 

Buonaparte  now  iflued  a  proclamation,  purport- 
ing, that  the  nobles,  the  priefts,  and  the  agents  of 
Auftria,  had  led  affray  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  de- 
lightful countries ;  that  the  French   army,  as  gene- 
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rous  as  brave,  would  treat  as  brethren  the  peaceable 
natives,  but  that  it  .would  be  terrible,  as  the  fire  of 
heaven,,  to  rebels,  and  to  the  villages  that  gave  them 
prote&ion.  He,  therefore,  declared  all  thofe  vil- 
lages to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  which  had  not 
complied  with  his  order  of  the  25th;  and  directed 
the  Generals  to  march  againft  them  the  forces  ne- 
ceffary  to  fupprefs  tne  infurgeuts,  to  fet  fire  to  them, 
and  to  fhoot,  upon  the  fpot,  all  who  were  found 
with  arms  in  their  hands.  All  priefts  and  nobles, 
in  the  rebellious  communes,  were  to  be  arrefted  as 
hoftages,  and  fent  into  France  :  all  villages  where 
the  tocfin  was  founded  were  to  be  inftantly  burnt; 
and  the  Generals  were  made  refponfible  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  order.  The  villages,  in  vvhofe  terri- 
tory a  fingle  Frenchman  was  afTaffinated,  were  to 
pav  a  triple  contribution  of  the  fum  they  annually 
paid  to  the  Archduke,  until  they  fhould  give  up  the 
afiaffin.  Every  man  found  with  a  mufket  and  am- 
muritiori,  was  to  be  immediately  fliot,  by  order  of 
the  General  commanding  the  jurifdiclion.  Where- 
ever  con-  ealed  arms  were  found,"the  place  was  to 
be  condemned  to  pay  thrive  its  ufual  revenue  by 
wav  of  fine  ;  and  every  houfe,  where  a  mufket  was 
found,  was  to  be  bunit,  unlefs  the  proprietor  fhould 
declare  to  whom  the  arms  belonged.  All  the  no- 
bles and  rich  perfons  who  fhould  be  convicted  of 
exciting  tiie  people  to  revolt,  either  by  difcharging 
their  ciomeftics,  or  by  their  difcourfes  againft  the 
French,  were  to  be  arrefted  as  hoftages,  and  carried 
away  "o  France,  and  a  part  of  their  revenues  con- 
fitcated. 

A' "nit  this  lime,  Buonaparte  attended  the  theatre 
at  Milan,  at  the  reprefentation  of  MetaftafiVs  opera 
of  Cato;  and  the  audience,  as  if  defirous  to  regain 
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the'efteem  of  a  man,  whofe  auilerity.  was  equalled 
only  by  his  power,  applauded  every  pafTage  which 
they  chofe  to  apply  to  him,  and,  alter  the  piece,  a 
crown  of  laurels  was  placed  on  his  head. 

Venice  could  not  recognize  a  fifter  in  the  French 
Republic,  but  beheld  in  it  a  democracy,  to  which 
her  own  ariftocracy  was  {till  lcfs  accommodating 
than  to  Etnperors  and  Kings.  Irrefolute  as  to  the 
fide  flie  fhould  take,  and  unwilling  lo  engage  in 
war,  flie  thought  a  neutrality  towards  France  would 
fave  her  from  all  danger,  and  perhaps  only  re- 
garded the  fuccefs  of  the  French  in  her  territories, 
as  the  fortunate  means  of  delivering  her  the  fooner 
from  both  them  and  the  Imperialifts. 

Buonaparte  before  following  the  Auftrians  into 
the.  Venetian  territories,  thought  proper  to  addrefs 
to  that  government,  and  its  fubjects,  a  proclamation, 
which  itated,  that,  "  To  deliver  the  moll  beautiful 
country  of  Europe,  from  the  iron  yoke  of  the  bang  :ty 
houfe  of  Auftria,  the  French  army  had  brav^L  ob- 
llacles  the  moft  difficult  to  furmount;  that  v-tory, 
in .  unifon  with  juftice,  had  crov.  ned  their  efT-rts; 
that  the  wrecks  of  the  hoftile  army  had  retired  acrofs 
the  Mincio,  and  in  purluit  of  them  the  French 
troops  had  now  entered  the  Venetian  territory ;  but 
they  wouid  not  forget  that  a  long  amity  united  the 
two  Republics.  Religion,  government,  ufagcs,  and 
property,  would  be  rclpected."  "  Let  the  people," 
faid  the  General,  "  be  tree  from  inquietude;  the  le- 
vered: difupline  will  be  maintained,  and  eve.y  tnincr 
furnifhed  to  the  arn<y  fully  paid  i\>v  in  money  :  he, 
therefore,  required  tie  officers  of  the  Venetian  Re- 
public, the  magiftrates  and  priefts,  to  make  known 
c  3 
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his  fentiments  to  the  people,  in  order  that  confidence 
might  ftrengthen  the  friendfhip  which  had  fo  long 
united  the  two  nations.  "The  French  foldier,"  con- 
cluded he,  *'  faithful  in  the  path  of  honour  as  in  that 
of  victory,  is  terrible  only  to  the  enemies  of  his  li- 
berty and  his  government." 

Since  the  evening  of  the  25th,  Buonaparte  had 
been  at  Brefcia,  occupied  in  making  difpofitions,  to 
induce  Beaulieu  to  believe,  that  his  intention  was  to 
tv  n  him  by  the  head  of  the  lake,  in  order  to  cut  him 
off  from  the  road  leading  to  the  Tyrol,  by  way  of 
Ri-a.  At  two  in  the  morning,  all  the  divifions  were 
in  motion,  and  directed  their  march  towards  Borg- 
hetto,  where  Buonaparte  intended  to  crofs  the  Min- 
cio:  they  crolTed  that  river,  and  came  to  an  engage- 
ment, wherein  the  Ajftrians  fought  with  the  utmoft 
bravery,  and  retreated  only  after  having  performed 
acts  of  the  greateft  intrepidity  :  the  Auftrians  loft 
1,500  men,  and  500  horfe  in  killed  and  prifoners : 
among  the  latter  was  the  Prince  Cuto,  Lieutenant- 
General  in  the  army  of  the  King  of  Naples,  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Neapolitan  cavalry. 
T  e  Fiench  alfo  took  five  pieces  of  cannon,  two  of 
which  were  twelve  pounders,  and  three  fix-pounders, 
with  {e\en  or  ejght  waggons  loaded  with  warlike 
ftores.  At  Caftlenuovo  leveral  magazines  were 
taken,  j.  art  of  whiib,  however,  had  been  burnt. 
Thus  the  Auftrians  were  entirely  driven  out  of  Italv, 
and  the  French  advanced  pofts  reached  to  the  moun- 
tains of  Germany.  In  thefe  different  engagements 
nothing  could  furpafs  the  courage  of  tht  French 
troops,  but  the  gaiety  with  whicn  they  made  their 
forctd  marches,  ringing,  alternately,  fongi  in  praife 
of  their  country  and  of  their  loves. 
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On  the  i ft  of  June,  the  divifion  of  General  Maf- 
fena  took  Verona,  which  a  few  days  before  had  been 
the  refuge  of  Louis-Staniflaus,  brother  of  the  laft  King 
of  the  French,  and  of  his  little  court  of  Emigrants, 
to  whom  the  Venetians  had  not  only  afforded  an  afy- 
lum,  but  had  given  a  ready  reception.-  Charles  de- 
la  Croix,  the  French  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
wrote  to  Quirini,  the  minifter  of  the  Republic  of 
Venicej  that  he  was  fjrprifed  fuch  a  permiffion 
had  been  afforded  to  the  fugitive  Prince,  who,  having 
communicated  the  note  to  the  Senate,  they  returned 
for  anfwer,  That  the  Republic  of  Venice,  though 
they  could  not  refufe  the  rights  of  hofpitality  to  any 
one,  had  yet  not  tranfgrefled  againft  a  proper  regard 
to  the  Republic  of  France  ;  that  the  ancient  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety  had  exprefled  their  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  the  ci-devant  Count  de  Provence  had  re- 
mained in  the  Venetian  State,  rather  than  any  where 
elfe,  and  they  flattered  themielves  that  the  Directory 
would  not  act  contrary  to  the  fentiments  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  committee.  This  explanation  ap- 
peared to  give  fatisfaition,  but  the  victories  of  the 
French  army  having  caufed  a  great  impreffion  on  the 
Senate  of  Venice,  the  Marquis  Carletti  was  charged 
by  them  to  fignify  to  the  brother  of  Louis  XVI.  that 
he  mult  quit  the  territory  with  all  poffible  expedi- 
tion. To  this  unexpected  notification,  for  which  he 
had  not  been  in  the  leaft  prepared,  he  replied  "  I  will 
go,  but  under  two  conditions:  i.  Let  the  golden 
book,  be  brought  me,  in  which  the  names  of  my  fa- 
mily are  inferibed,  that  I  may  ftrike  mine  our  with 
my  own  hand.  2.  Let  the  armour  be  delivered  tome, 
which  my  ancetlor,  Henry  IV.  prefented  to  the  Re- 
public, as  a  token  of  friendfhip."     Both  thefe  re- 
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quefts    were  refnfed,  and  he,  fliortly  after,  quitted 
Verona, 

The  private  life  of  this  prince,  while  he  refided  at 
Verdna,  was  fingularly  regular.  At  eight  in  the 
morning,  he  was  d retted,  and  wore  a  fword,  and  the 
infignia  of  the  different  orders  to  which  he  belonged  ; 
he  palled  great  part  of  the  morning  in  writing,  and 
was  vifible  to  none,  but  his  chancellor ;  his  table  was 
frugal;  after  dinner  he  gave  audience  to  a  few  parti- 
cular people,  and  then  (hut  himfelf  up  in  his  cham- 
ber, where  he  was  frequently  heard  to  walk  backward 
and  forward  in  great  agitation.  Towards  the  even- 
ing, he  generally  grew  more  calm,  and  had  a  fmall 
party  of  his  courtiers,  who  read  to  him,  and  con- 
verfed.  He  never  went  out,  nor  paid  any  vifiis,  ei- 
ther in  Verona,  or  its  vicinity.  He  conflantly  read 
the  Moniteur,  and  other  psincpal  French  newfpa- 
per?,  and  went  by  the  name  oi  the  Count  de  Liile. 
Whenever  any  of  his  com  tiers  faluted  him  with  the 
title  of  majefty  he  was  obferved  to  figh  heavily. 

Buonaparte  removed  his  head  quarters  to  Verona 
on  the  3d  of  Jun*,  where  he  left  a  ftrong  garrifon, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  three  bridges  acrofs  the  Adige 
at  thtt  place.  General  Beaulieu,  who  had  been  fo 
conftantly  unfortunate,  was  fucceeded  by  Marfhal 
Wurmfer,  who  had,  indeed,  not  been  much  more 
fortunate,  but  who  had  ■  ffected  more. 

After  the  engagement  at  Borghette,  the  paflage  of 
the  Mincio,  the  taking  of  Pefehiera,  and  the  flight 
of  thememy  into  the  Tyrol,  the  French  inveited 
Mantua,  which  required  a  fo:ma!  fiege,  and  the 
French  had  few  means  wherewith  to  undertake  it. 
Intend. ng  to  penetrate  lnto^n;  Tyrolefe,  Buonaparte 
aticijeiied  a  manifesto  on  the  14th  oi  June,  to  the  war- 
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like'people  of  thefe  lofty  mountains.  He  informed 
them,  that  he  was  to  crofs  their  territory,  in  order 
to  compel  the  court  of  Vienna  to  a  peace,  as  necef- 
fary  to  Europe  as  to  its  own  fubjeets.  It  was  their 
own  caufe  he  was  to  defend,  for  they  had  been  too 
long  harrafTed  by  the  horrors  of  a  war,  undertaken, 
not  for  the  intereft  of  Germany,  but  to  gratify  the 
paffions  of  a  fingle  family.  The  French  army  re- 
flected and  loved  all  nations,  and  more  efpecially 
the  fimple  and  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
tains. "  Your  religion  and  your  ufages,"  faid  he, 
*'  fliaU  be  every  where  reflected.  Our  troops  will 
maintain  a  fevere  difcipline,  and  nothing  will  be 
taken  without  being  paid  for  in  money.  You  will 
receive  us  with  hofpitality,  and  we  will  treat  you 
with  fraternity  and  friendfhip;  but  if  there  are  any 
fo  little  acquainted  with  their  real  interefts  as  to  take 
up  arms,  and  treat  us  as  enemies,  we  will  be  terri- 
ble as  the  fire  of  heaven  ;  we  will  burn  their  houfes, 
and  devaftate  the  villages  which  fhall  take  part  in  a 
war  that  is  foreign  to  them.  Do  not  fufTer  your- 
felves  to  be  led  altray  by  the  agents  of  Auftria.  En- 
fure  your  country,  already  harrrfTed  by  five  years  of 
war,  from  the  misfortunes  which  muft  afflict  it.  Ere 
long  the  court  of  Vienna,  forced  to  accede  to  peace, 
fliall  reftore  to  the  nations  the  privileges  which  it 
has  ufurpetl,  and  to  Europe  the  tranquillity  it  has  in- 
terrupted." 
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CHAPTER  VI.- 

Continuation  of  Buonaparte's  Cam- 
paigns in  Italy.  —  Commotions  in  the  Imperial 
Fiefs. -r~Pioclamation  ijfued  then  on. — Auger eau  enters 
the  Papal  States,  and  takes  Bologna,  &c.—Oriani,  ike 
Aftrommer.  rifts  Buonaparte. —  The  French  enter  Tvf- 
ca?iy. — Buonaparte  zvrii'i  to  the  Grand  Duke.— Takes 
Poffefion  of  Leghorn. —  Buonaparte's  Letter  to  the  Grand 
Duke  on  entering  Leghorn. — The  Grand  Duke's  Anftver. 
—Buonaparte  hares  a  Garrifn  in  Leghorn,  and  tiffs 
the  Grand  Duke  at  Flo/ ence.— Citadel of  Milan  taken. 
—Buonaparte  concludes  an  Armijiice  with  the  Pope. 

J^j  EW  commotions  began  to  arife  in  the  Imperial 
Fiefs,  which  border  on  the  ftates  of  Genoa,  Tufcany, 
and  Piedmont:  the  communications  of  the  army  with 
the  river  of  Genoa  were  menaced,  the  convoys 
were  attacked,  and  the  couriers  afiatilnated.  It  waa 
necefiary  alfo  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  caftle  of  Milan, 
or  neglect  to  carry  on  the  liege  of  Mantua.  The 
greateft  activity  was  fcarcely  fufficient  for  fo  many 
operations  as  were  required. 

General  Lafnes  entered  the  Imperial  Fiefs  with 
1,200  horfe,  arretted  and  (hot  the  chiefs  of  the  re- 
volt, and  burned  their  habitations.  The  fame  fud- 
den  feverity  was  difplayed  in  the  environs  of  Tor- 
tona;  and  a  proclamation  was  iffued,  and  fternly 
executed.  All  the  feigneurs  pofTeffing  Imperial  fiefs, 
were  directed  to  repair  in  perf'on  to  Tortona,  there 
to  take  the  oath  of  obedience  to  the  Republic;  and, 
if,  within  five  days  after  the  publication  of  the  order, 
they  fliould  not  have  done  fo,  their  goods  were  to  be 
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Confiscated.  The  inhabitants  were  ordered  to  carry 
to  the  military  agent  at  Tortona,  within  24  hours 
after  notice,  the  amount  of  the  military  contribution, 
which  was  to  be  augmented  one-tenth  for  each  day's 
delay  of  payment.  All  perfons,  after  the  lapfe  of 
48  hours,  found  with  arms  or  ammunition,  were  to 
be  fhof.  All  the  bells,  which  had  been  employed  in 
/  founding  the  tocfin,  were  to  be  taken  down  from 
their  fteeples,  and  broke  in  pieces,  within  24  hours 
after  the  receipt  of  the  proclamation  ;  and  thofe  per- 
fons who  fhonld  neglect  to  do  fo  would  be  confidered 
as  rebels,  and  their  villages  burnt. 

The  divifion  of  General  Augereau,  having  crofTed 
the  Po  at  Borgoforte  on  the  1 6th,  arrived  at  Bologna 
on  the  19th,  where  they  found  400  of  the  Pope's  fol- 
diers,   who  were  made  prifoners.     Buonaparte  left 
Tortona  on  the  17th,  and  arrived  on  the  19th  at  Mo- 
dena,  from  whence  he  fenc  orders,  by  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral Vignole,  to  the  garrifon  of  the  citadel  of  Urbino, 
to  open  its  gates,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  furrender 
prifoners  of  war;  after   this   he  continued  his  route 
to  Bologna,   uhieh   he  reached    at    midnight.     The 
French  took  in  Fort  Urbino  50  pieces  of  cannon,  in 
excellent  condition,  500  mufkets  of  calibre,  and  of  a 
very  fine  model,   and  provifions  for  600  men  for  two 
months.    Fort  Urbino  was  in  a  good  {late  of   defence 
encircled   by  a  wall  with  covered  baftions,  and  fur- 
rounded  bv  ditches  full  of  water,  having  a  covered 
way  newly  repaired.    It  was  commanded  by  a  knight 
of  Malta,    with    300    men,     who    were    taken    pri- 
foners.    At  Bologna,  the    cardinal  legste  was  taken, 
with  all  the  officers  of  the  etat-major,  and  four  fiand- 
ards.     Tiie  caiclinal  legate  of  Ferrara,  was  alfo  taken 
prifoner  'with  the  commandant   of   that  fort,   who 
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was  likewife  a  knight  of  Malta  :  in  the  caftle  of  Fer- 
rara,  there  were  114  pieces  of  cannon. 

During  thefe  military  operations,  the  20  paintings, 
which  were  to  be  furniflied  by  Parma,  were  on  their 
way  to*  Paris ;  and  among  them  the  celebrated  one, 
of  St.  Jerome,  which  was  in  fuch  high  eftimation 
that  a  million  was  offered  to  redeem  it.  The  paint- 
ings from  Modena  were  alfo  on  the  road,  and  the 
citizen  Barthelemy  was  employed  in  feledting  about 
50  of  the  paintings  of  Bologna,  while  the  naturalifts 
Monge,  Bertholet,  and  Thouin,  were  engaged  at 
Pavia  and  Bologna,  in  collecting  plants  and  other 
objects  of  natural  hiftory. 

At  Milan,  the  celebrated  aftronomer,  Oriani,  paid 
a  vifitto  the  Commander  in  Crief,  who  had  written 
him  a  letter  by  direction  of  the  French  government. 
This  attention  of  Buonaparte  conciliated  the  minds  of 
the  learned  men  of  Italy,  and  attached  to  the  revo- 
lution a  clafs  of  men,  who  anticipated  the  lofs  of 
their  flations,  with  which  they  believed  this  revolu- 
tion menaced  them.  "  The  fciences,"  faid  Buona- 
parte in  his  letter  to  Oiiani,  "  which  ennoble  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  the  arts  which  embellifh  life,  and 
tranfmit  illuftrious  a&ions  to  pofterity,  mould  be  pe- 
culiarly refprcted  in  free  governments.  All  men  of 
genius, — all  thofe  who  have  obtained  a  diftinguifhed 
rank  in  the  republic  of  letters,  are  Frenchmen,  in 
whatever  country  they  may  have  been  born.  The 
learned  did  not  enjoy  in  Milan  the  confideration  to 
which  they  are  entitled  ;  retired  in  the  recefs  of  their 
laboratories,  they  efteemed  tl.emfelves  happy,  if  kings 
and  priefts  weie  kind  enough  to  do  them  no  harm. 
To-day  it  is  not  fo  ;  opinion  is  free  in  Italy  ; — the  in- 
quifition,  intolerance,  and  defpotifm,  are  no  more.    I 
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invite  the  learned  to  affemble,  and  propofe  to  me 
their  fentiments  on  the  means  neceffary  to  be  taken, 
or  the  aid  they  may  require,  to  give  new  life  and 
exiftence  to  the  fciences  and  fine  arts.  All  thofe 
who  may  be  defirous  of  going  to  France  will  be  re- 
ceived with  diftinclion  by  the  government.  The 
French  nation  fets  a  greater  value  on  the  acquisition 
of  a  learned  mathematician,  a  painter  of  reputation,  or 
anv  one  who  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  whatever 
may  be  his  profeffion.  than  of  the  richeft  and  molt 
abundant  city.  Be  you,  then,  Citizen  !  the  organ  of 
thefe  fentiments  to  all  at  Milan  diftinguifhed  for 
their  learning." 

Buonaparte  likewife  wrote  to  the  municipalities  of 
Pavia  and  Milan,  defiring  that  the  celebrated  Uni- 
verfity  of  Pavia  might  refume  the  courfe  of  its •  ftu- 
dies :  he  requefted  them  to  inform  its  learned  pro- 
feffors,  and  numerous  ftudents,  that  the  French  Ge- 
neral invited  them  to  repair  forthwith  to  Pavia,  and 
propofe  to  him  the  meafures  they  might  think  proper 
to  be  taken,  to  give  aftivity,  and  a  more  brilliant 
exiftence  to  that  illuftrious  femihary. 

After  taking  pofleffion  of  Bologna,  a  French  divi- 
fion  had  proceeded  to  Ferrara  and  Faenza,  whofe 
fubmiftion  promifed  that  of  the  Romagna;  a  column 
of  the  French  army  alfo  marched  from  Reggio,  acrofs 
the  Appenines,  to  Piftoia,  and  threatened  to  advance 
to  Rome,  by  the  way  of  Florence.  The  intelligence 
of  th:s  march  threw  the  court  of  the  Grand  Duke 
into  the  greateft  alarm  :  Manfredini,  his  prime  mi- 
nifter,  was  difpatched  to  Bologna  in  great  hafte,  to  re- 
prefent  to  the  French  General,  that,  as  a  paffage  through 
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Tufcany  had  been  lately  denied  to  the  troops  of  Naples, 
it  would  be  unjuft  in  the  French  to  violate  a  territory 
the  Allies  had  refpeeled,  and  with  which  France  was 
at  peace.  The  Grand  Duke,  however,  could  not 
prevent  the  French  entering  his  territories,  and  could 
only  obtain  a  promife  from  Buonaparte,  that  he 
would  not  enter  Florence.  The  French  army  fud- 
denly  changed  its  route,  and  marched  rapidly  to- 
wards Leghorn :  it  is  probable;  that  Manfredini,  in 
his  conference  at  Bologna,  had  not  this  expedition 
confided  to  him  ;  but  Buonaparte,  on  reaching  Piftoia, 
advertifed  the  Grand  Duke  of  the  occurrence  by  a 
letter,  in  which  he  obferved  ti.at  the  fiag  of  the 
French  Republic  was  conftantly  inftfited  in  the  port 
of  Leghorn,  the  property  of  the  French  merchants 
violated  there,  and  every  day  marked  by  fome  at- 
tempt againft  the  French,  as  contrary  to  the  interefts 
of  the  Republic  as  to  the  law  of  nations.  The  Exe- 
cutive Directory  had  repeatedly  complained  to  the 
rninifter  of  his  Royal  FJighnefs,  at  Paris,  who  had  been 
obliged  to  avow  the  impoffibility  in  which  his  mailer 
found  himfelf  of  checking  the  Englifii,  and  main- 
taining neutrality  in  the  port  of  Leghorn.  The  Di- 
rectory, therefore,  felt  it  to  be  their  immediate  duty 
to  repel  force  by  force,  and  make  their  commerce  be 
refpecled  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  they  had  or- 
dered him  to  fend  a  divifion  of  the  army,  under  his 
command,  to  take  pofTeffion  of  Leghorn :  he  had, 
therefore,  the  honour  to  inform  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
that  a  divifion  of  the  army  would  enter  that  city  on 
the  28th,  but  would  conduct  itfelf  agreeable  to  the 
principles  of  the  neutrality  it  was  to  maintain  ;  and 
the  flag,  the  garrifon,  and  the  property  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  his  people,  would  be  fcrupuloufly  re- 
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fpected.  The  General  was  farther  charged  to  allure 
thg  Grand  Duke  of  the  defire  entertained  by  the 
French  Government  to  fee  a  continuation  of  the 
friendfhip  which  united  the  two  ftates,  and  of  its 
conviction  that  his  Royal  Highnefs,  witneffing  the 
daily  excef?>s  committed  by  the  Englifh  fliips,  with- 
out being  able  to  prevent  them,  would  applaud  the 
jiift,  ufeful,  and  neceflary  meafures,  adopted  by  the 
Directory. 

On  the  the  zSth,  Buonaparte  left  Pifioia,  and  fet 
out  to  join  the  column  already  at  the  gates  of  Leg- 
horn. An  Englifli  frigate,  on  going  out  of  the  har- 
bour, was  fired  at,  but  without  effect :  fame  hours 
before  the  French  troops  arrived,  more  than  40  Eng- 
lifh veffels,  fully  laden,  left  Leghorn.  The  General 
ordered  the  Chevalier  Spannochi,  governor  of  the' 
city  for  the  Grand  Duke,  to  be  arrefted :  he  was 
conducted  to  Florence  by  his  own  foldiers,  and,  on 
his  arrival  there,  fent  to  prifon,  by  order  of  the  Grand 
Duke. 

Buonaparte  informed  the  Grand  Duke  of  thefe 
proceedings  in  the  following  letter: 

Head-quarters  at  Leghorn, 
11  Meffidor,  4f.h  year  (19  June)  1796 
"  Royal  Highness, 
"  An  hour  before  we  entered  Leghorn,  an  Englim  fri- 
gate carried  off  two  French  fhips,  valued  at  500,000  livres. 
The  Governor,  contrary  to  the   intention  of   your   Royal 
Highnefs,  and  the  neutrality  of  the  port  of  Leghorn,  fuf- 
fertd  them  to  be  taken  under  the  guns  of  his  batteries.     I 
prefer  a  complaint   to  your  Royal  Highnefs   againfl  this 
man,   who  in  his  whole   conduct   difplays  a  decided  hatred 
towards  the   French.     He  yefterday   endeavoured,  at  the 
moment  of  our  arrival,  to  incite  the  people  to  rife  up  againft 
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us,  and  there  is  no  kind  of  ill  treatment  he  did  not  make 
our  advanced  guard  experience.  I  fhould,  doubtlefs,  have 
been  juftified  in  bringing  him  to  a  trial  before  a  military 
commiffion,  but,  from  refptdt  to  your  Roy.d  Highnefs,and 
intimately  convinced  of  the  fpirit  of  juitice  which  directs 
all  your  aftions,  I  have  preferred  fending  him  to  Florence, 
and  am  perfuaded  you  will  give  orders  to  have  him  pu- 
nifhed  feverely.  I  mufti,  at  the  fame  time,  return  my 
thanks-to  your  Royal  Highnefi  for  your  goodnefs,  in  ap- 
pointing General  Strafaldo  to  fupply  the  army  with  every 
thing  neceffary  ;  he  has  acquitted  himfdf,  refpedting  your 
Royal  Highnefs'  orders,  with  equal  Zealand  fuccefs.  Ac- 
cept, &c. 

Buonaparte." 

To  this  letter,  the  Grand  Duke  returned  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer : 
44  General, 

"  General  Spannochi,  arretted  by  your  order,  has  been 
brought  hither.  It  is  from  a  principle  of  delicacy  1  keep 
him  in  a  ftate  of  arrcft  until  the  motives  for  this  Hep, 
which  I  prefume  tc  be  juft,  are  made  known  to  me,  in 
order  to  give  you,  as  well  as  the  French  Republic,  and  all 
Europe,  the  hrongeft  proof  of  equity,  conformably  to 
the  laws  of  my  country,  to  which  laws  I  have  always 
made  it  my  duty  to  fubmic.  1  fend  this  letter  by  the  JYlar- 
quis  Manfredini,  my  Major-domo,  whom  1  requett  you 
to  inform  in  what  Spannochi  has  been  culpnble.  You  may, 
befides,  repofe  full  confidence  in  him  relpedting  every  cb- 
jedt  which  lnttreits  the  tranquillity  of  my  fubjedts.  I  ar- 
dently defire  to  receive  a  letter  written  by  yourfelf,  which, 
in  the  prefent  circumftancts,  may  completely  remove  my 
uncafinefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  allure  the  repofe  of  nil 
Tufcany.     1  am,  with  perfedf.  clieem, 

Ferdinand." 

The  French  conful  was  ordered  by  Buonaparte, 
to  put  feals  on  all  the  Englifh  magazines.     A  ftrong 
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garrifon,  under  the  command  of  General  Vanbois* 
was  left  in  the  city  of  Leghorn.  Buonaparte,  ac- 
companied by  Berthier,  and  a  part  of  the  etat  major t 
patted  through  Florence  in  his  return,  and  was  en- 
tertained by  the  Grand  Duke  very  fumptuoufly.  It 
has  been  already  mentioned,  that  on  the  28th  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte-  had  directed  the  conful  of  the 
French  Republic  at  Leghorn  to  put  feab  on  all  the 
magazines  belonging  to  the  Englifh  :  he  was  alfo  or- 
dered to  take  fimilar  meaSures  as,  to  thofe  appertain- 
ing to  the  Emperor,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and,  in  ge- 
neral, all  the  Princes  or  Subjects  of  States  with. whom 
the  French  were  at  war;  and  to  employ  every  means 
neceffary  to  difcover  the  merchandise  depofited  in 
the  houfes  of  the  different  merchants  at  Leghorn, 
and  take  poSfeflion  of  them. 

While  Buonaparte  was  at  dinner  with  the  Grand 
Duke  at  Florence,  a  courier  brought  intelligence  of 
the  taking  of  the  cafile  ■  of  Milan,  with  2,800  pri- 
fouers,  1 50  pieces  of  cannon,  20,000  pounds  of 
powder,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ufeful  Store?. 
If  the  young  Sovereign  nominally  faved  his  domi- 
nions, his  Senfibility  mm!  have  Suffered  by  enter- 
taining, in  his  palace,  a  General,  whofe  family  had 
been  numbered  among  his  Subjects,  who  had  left  a 
garrifon  in  Leghorn,  and  who  had  deStroved  all 
the  commercial  connections  Subfiiiing  between  his 
friends  the  Engliflj  and  the  only  port  in  h>s  domi- 
nions. He  had  even  been  compelled  to  punifli  the 
Governor  of  his  principal  town,  for  having,  no 
douot,  been  too  obedient  to  his  matter,  and  detached 
from  his  brother,  the  Emperor,  his  Italian  domi- 
nions. The  reduction  of  the  cafile  of  Milan,  an- 
«  3 
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nounced  at  the  end  of  the  entertainment,  muft  have 
given  additional  chagrin  to  the  Grand  Duke.  When 
the  ex-conventionalift  and  commiffioner,  Salicetti, 
paffed  through  Florence,  two  days  afrer  Buonaparte, 
heXreceived  an  invitation  from  his  Royal  Highnefi, 
which  he  declined. 

Buonapirtt  concluded  an  armiflice,  on  the  23d  of 
June,  with  the  Pope,  on  condition — That  his  Holinefs 
fhould  fend,  as  foon  as  poflible,  a  plenipotentiary 
to  Paris,  to  obtain  from  the  Executive  Directory  a 
definitive  peace,  by  offering  the  neceflary  repara- 
tions for  the  outrages  raid  lofles  fuffered  by  the 
French  in  his  territory.— That  the  ports  belonging 
to  the  Pope  fhould  be  fhut  againft  the  veffels  of 
the  powers  at  war  with  the  Republic,  and  be  open 
to  French  mips,— That  the  French  army  fhould 
continue  in  poffeffion  of  the  legations  of  Bologna 
and  Ferrara.— That  the  citadel  of  Ancona  fhould 
be  put  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  French  within  five 
days,  with  its  artillery  and  (lores. — That  the  Pope 
ihould  give  up  to  the  French  Republic  100  paint- 
ings, bufts,  vafes,  or  ftatues,  in  the  choice  of  com- 
mifferies,  who  fhould  be  fent  to  Rome ;  among 
thefe  articles,  the  buff,  in  bronze,  of  Junius  Brutus, 
and  that  in  marble,  of  Marcus  Brutus,  both  placed 
in  the  Capitol,  fhould  be  particularly  comprifed ; 
and  alfo  5C0  manufcripts,  to  be  felecfed  by  the 
fame  commiffaries. — And  that  the  Pope  fhould  pay 
to  the  French  Republic  21,000,000  of  livres,  French 
money,  of  which  15,500,000  livres  fhould  be  in 
■fpecie,  or  gold  and  filvcr  ingots,  and  the  remaining 
5,500,000  livres  in  provifions,  merchandife,  horfes, 
or  oxen,  as  fhould  be  determined  by  the  agents  of 
the  French  Republic. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

Continuation  of  Buonaparte's  Cam- 
paigns in  Italy.— The  Br'itijh  take  tbelflandof 
Elba. — Buonaparte project  <-,  and  executes.,  the  Reduction 
of  Corjica  to  France.'- -IVurmfer  reinforced. — Farther 
Succeffes  of  the  French.— Infrreflions  in  the  Romagna. — 
Lugo  delivered  up  to  pillage  by  Auger eau,— —Siege  of. 
Mantua  proceeds. — Wurmfer  raifes  the  Siege,  Defeats 
the  French,  and  drives  them  from  Verona.— Popular 
cliflike  to  the  French  in  Italy. — P afquhiade  on  Buona- 
parte.—'The  Directory  jealous  of  bis  Poioer. — His  Letters 
to  the  Directory  and  to'  General  Clarke. — Battle  of 
Cafligliona. — Engagement  at  Gaxardo. — Buonaparte 
narrowly  efcapes  being  taken  at  Lonado ;  and,  by  a  Stra- 
tagem, obtains  the  Surrender  of  Four  Thoufand  Iinpe- 
rialtfts. 

W  HILST  the  victorious  Republicans  were  lay- 
ing princes  and  empires  proftrate  before  the  tri- 
coloured  flag,  the  Britifh  miniftry  were  nibbling 
at  the  petty  iflets  ai^d  fhoals,  that  France  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  protect.  On  the  9th  of 
July,  1 796,  a  Britifh  fquadron  appeared  off  Porto- 
Ferrajo,  on  the  ifland  of  Elba,  and  fummoned  it  to 
furrender.  Next  day,  in  the  morning,  a  confider- 
able  detachment  effected  a  landing,  -and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  defolated  fort  of  St.  John  Baptiff,  and 
the  top  of  an  adjacent  hill,  where  they  erected  a  bat- 
tery, which  commanded  the  town.  Two  letters  were 
brought  to  the  Governor  by  two  officers,  accom- 
panied by  a  drum,  one  of  them  from  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  and  another  from  Major  Duncan,  who  com- 
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manded  the  expedition.  The  Governor  immediately- 
called  anaffembly,  and,  having  laid  before  it  the  con- 
tents of  the  letters,  the  refolution  finally  adopted  was, 
that  the  place,  being  deftitute  of  provjfions,  and  with- 
out a  force  fufiicient  to  cope  with  their  antagonifts, 
it  would  be  moft  advifable  to  furrender,  on  parti- 
cular conditions.  Next  day,  thefe  were  proofed  to 
the  Britifh  commander,  and  finally  accepted :  thefe 
conditions  were  five  in  number;  and  the  terms  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot  moft  fcrupuknifly  obferved. 

The  French  General,  unwilling,  in  the  fcquel,  to  have 
his  policy  confounded  with  that  of  the  fecond-rate 
ftatefman,  to  whom  he  wasoppofed,  di reeled  his  atten- 
tion and  talents  tc  the  deliverance  of  his  Native  Coun- 
try, by  means  of  a  fecret  expedition.  To  facilitate 
the  reduction  of  Corfica  appears  to  have  been  the 
principal  object  in  fir  ft  taking  pofieffion  of  Leghorn,  al- 
though Buonaparte,  no  doubt,  likewife intended  by  this 
meafure  to  deftroy  the  Britifli  commerce  carried  on 
in  that  port.  The  garrifons  in  Corfica  belonging  to 
Great  Britain  had  been  in  a  miferable  (ituation  for 
fome  months  previous  to  their  being  evacuated,  info- 
much,  that  the  foldiers  were  under  the  neceffity  of  con- 
tinuing in  their  quarters.  The  Viceroy  was  arrefted, 
while  making  the  tour  of  the  ifiand,  and  only  libe- 
rated on  the  exprefs  condition,  that  he  would  with- 
draw his  forces  from  the  interior  parts  of  the  country. 
The  inhabitants  alfo  refufed  to  pay  the  duties  im- 
.pofed  upon  them,  or,  in  any  fhape,  to  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  Britifli  government.  The  Re- 
publicans, from  Leghorn,  carried  thither  abundant 
fupplies  of  provifions,  and  gave  them  inftruclions 
as  to  their  fubfequent  conduct.  On  receiving  intel- 
ligence that  the  Bntilh,  troops  ferioufly  intended  to 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  85 

evacuate  the  ifland,  as  no  longer  tenable,  General 
Gentiii,  the  commandant  at  Leghorn,  difpatched 
Cafatta  with  a  body  of  men,  who  effecled  a  landing 
on  the  i8thof  October:  the  day  following,  he  was 
joined  by  a  numerous  body  of  partifans  of  Fiance,  at 
the  head  of  whom  he  began  a  rapid  march  towards 
Baftia,  where  he  arrived  on  the  20th,  and  made  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  heights.  Powerfully  aided  by  the 
inhabitants,  he  fent  a  fummons  to  the  Commander  of 
the  fort  to  furrender  to  the  French  Republic,  allow- 
ing him  only  one  hour  to  deliberate.  The  garrifon, 
being  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  having  their  communi- 
cation with  the  fea  entirely  cut  off,  began  a  preci- 
pitate flight,  and  got  on  board  their  fiiips.  General 
Cafatta,  on  this  occafion,  took  feyeral  hundred  pri- 
foners,  a  considerable  portion  of  whom  were  Emi- 
grants, and  got  poffeffion  of  feveral  magazines,  which 
the  rapidity  of  their  flight  prevented  them  from  carry- 
ing off.  From  Baftia  the  Republican  General  proceed- 
ed to  St.  Fiorenza,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  in  reducing  the  town  :  he  made  moft  of  the 
garrifon  prifoners,  and  took  fome  mortars  and  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  the  Englifli  were  not  allowed  time 
to  fpike. 

The  Britifli  fquadron  in  the  bay  moved  without 
the  reach  of  the  Republican  cannon  ;  and  the  Vice- 
roy, with  the  troops  he  had  been  able  to  carry  off 
from  Baftia,  took  refuge  in  Porto-Ferrajo.  The 
French  likewife  made  prifoners  of  the  garrifon  of 
Bonifacio,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
capture  of  Ajaccio;  and,  without  further  oppofkion, 
the  whole  ifland  became  fubjeft  to  the  Republicans, 
after  the  arrival  of  Gentiii  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of 
the  whole  Corfican  refugees- 011  the  continent.  Thus, 
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in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  were  the  Britifli  forces  driven 
from  the  ifland  of  Corfica,  and  under  the  neceflity  of 
giving  up  the  Girlph  of  St.  Fiorenzo,  where  they  had 
been  enabled  to  do  confiderable  injury  to  the  French 
Republic.  Some  fliips  of  war  could  not  be  got  out 
of  the  port  of  Ajaccio,  but  were  burnt  by  the  French. 
A  minifter  was  directly  fent  from  the  Republic,  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  to  Corfica  another  conitiuuion. 

When  Corfica  was  evacuated  by  the  Britifli  and 
Emigrants  a  treaty  of  peace  was  figned  between  the 
Republic  and  Naples  :  it  was  mutually  agreed,  that 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  fiiouid  furnifh 
troops,  fliips,  money,  or  other  afliftanee  to  their  ene- 
mies, under  any  pretext  whatever,  and  that  the  earlieft 
and  moft  favourable  opportunity  fliould  be  embraced 
for  concluding  between  them  fuch  a  commercial 
treaty  as  might  be  for  the  advantage  of  them  both. 
His  majefly  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies  pledged 
himfelf  to  obferve  the  ftricleft  neutrality  with  refpecl: 
to  the  whole  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  admit 
none  of  their  fliips  of  war  into  any  of  his  ports,  if 
they  exceeded  four  in  number.  His  ports  were  to 
be  open  to  all  trading  veflels  belonging  to  the  Rer 
public,  independent  of  their  numbers,  but  their  fliips 
of  war  were  to  be  reftriited  to  four. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  Buonaparte  formerly 
granted  an  armiftice  to  the  Duke  of  Parma,  which 
was  now  to  be  converted  into  an  amicable  treaty  of 
peace,  under  the  mediation  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  in  the  perfon  of  the  Marquis  del  Campo,  his- 
plenipotentiary  at  Paris.  The  fub  fiance  of  this  ticaty 
was  nearly  the  fame  as  that  between  France  and 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  The  Duke  was  to 
grant    a  free  paflage  through  his  dominions,  to  the 
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troops  of  the  Republic,  but  to  refufe  the  fame  pri- 
vilege to  the  forces  of  any  of  the  Combined  Powers 
at  war  with  France.  The  Pope  was  not  fo  fuccefs- 
-ful  in  his  attempts  to  treat  with  the  Republic;  for, 
although  he  was  totally  incapable  of  contending 
■with  fo  formidable  an  enemy;  when  Marfhal  Wurm- 
fer  gained  any  partial  fuccefles  he  had  difdained  to 
think  of  a  treaty  with  France ;  but,  when  Buonaparte 
was  everywhere  triumphant,  he  appeared  to  change 
his  tone  and  behaviour:  the  Directory,  therefore,  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  clofe  with  his  Holinefs  till* 
they  had  humbled  him  ftill  further. 

Wurmfer  had  aflembled  in  the  Tyrol  the  wrecks 
of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  received  powerful  rein- 
forcements, while  Buonaparte  was  employed  in  his 
expedition  to  Leghorn  and  againft  the  States  of  the 
Pope.  After  the  engagement  of  Borghetto  the  Im- 
perialifts  retreated  to  the  mountains,  with  an  intent 
to  difpute  the  pafTes  of  the  Tyrol:  they  had  d;awn 
lines  from  the  head  of  the  lake  of  Garda  to  the 
Adige,"  and  fortified  them  with  infinite  labour.  Maf- 
fena  directed  General  Joubert  to  attack  the  impe- 
rialifts  by  the  Bochetta  di  Campion,  while  the  chief 
of  battalion,  Marchand,  turned  the  enemy  by  the 
right;  the  French  climbed  up  the  fteep  and  rugged 
rocks,  killed  ioo  men,  and  took  200  prifoners, 
with  400  tents,  and  all  the  baggage.  During  this, 
the  chief  of  battalion,  Rccco,  turned  the  enemy  by 
the  left,  and,  having  carried  the  important  pod  of 
Belona,  killed  300  men,  and  took  70  prifoners ;  in 
confequence  of  this  the  Auftrians  abandoned  their 
entrenchments.  Such  w  as  the  iiiue  of  the  fir  ft  bat- 
tle that  took  place  between  the  two  armies  fince  the 
new  General  had  afiumed  the  command. 
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Some  days  after  the  attack  of  the  Auftrian  en- 
trenchments infurrecYions  appeared  in  the  Romagna. 
General  Augerean  ordered  a  great  body  of  troops, 
both  infantry -and  cavalry,  to  fetout,  with  cannon  and 
waggons  amply  fupplied.  A  numerous  phalanx 
prefented  themfelves,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th,  were  attacked  by  a  column  of  the  Republican 
troops,  at  two  points,  the  one  on  the  fide  of  Imola, 
and  the  other  on  the  fide  of  Argenta.  The  defence 
was  terrible  and  obftinate  ;  but,  after  an  engagement 
of  three  hours,  diforder  was  effected  amongft  the  in- 
surgents, and  part  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  part  faved 
themfelves  by  flight:  the  town  of  Lugo  was  afterwards 
furrounded,  and  delivered  up,  for  three  hours,  to  be  pil- 
laged by  the  troops.  All  was  devaftation,  and  every 
individual  found  in  arms  was  put  to  death.  The  army 
returned  with  an  immenfe  booty  ;  and  Bologna  ex- 
hibited ^the fpectacle  of  one  of  the  richeft  fairs  that 
had  been  witneffed  for  many  years,  the  plunder  be- 
ing expofed  there  for  fale. 

General  Augerean, on  his  return,  circulated  an  ener- 
getic proclamation  :  he  declared,  that  every  perfon, 
who  fliould  not  deliver  up  his  arms  within  24  hours, 
fhould  be  fhot.  Every  town  or  village,  in  which  a 
Frenchman  was  aflaflinated,  fliould  be  burned  ;  that 
an  inhabitant,  convicted  of  firing  on  a  Frenchman, 
fliould  be  fhot,  and  his  houfe  burned;  if  a  village 
armed,  it  was  to  be  reduced  to  afhes;  all  affem- 
blages,  with  or  without  arms,  were  ftri&ly  prohi- 
bited, and  every  leader  of  Tevoit  was  to  be  imme- 
diately put  to  death. 

The  fiege  of  Mantua  was  now  hotly  prefTed  for- 
ward :  the  garrifon  made-  a  mod  gallant  refiftance. 
About  4,000  men,  on  the  16th  of  July,  Tallied  from 
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two  of  the  gates,  and  drove  in  all  the  advanced  pofts 
of  the  French,  and  afterwards  retreated,  without 
much  Iofs,  into  the  city.  On  the  1 8th,  at  eleven  at 
night,  General  Serrurier  ordered  General  Murat  and 
Adjutant-General  Vignole,  with  2,000  men,  to  at- 
tack the  right  of  the  Auftrian  entrenched  camp; 
while  General  D'Aliemagne,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong 
column,  attacked  the  left.  Andreofli,  chief  of  bat- 
talion of  artillery,  with  five  gmi-boats,  gave  a  falfe 
alarm  to  the  enemy,  and,  by  attracting  a  great  part  of 
their  fire,  enabled  the  Generals  D'Aliemagne  and 
Murat  to  carry  diforder  into  the  enemy's  ranks. 
During  this,  ChaflVloup,  chief  of  brigade  of  engi- 
neers, within  80  toifes  of  the  town,  and  under  a 
fire  of  grape-fhot  from  the  ramparts,  directed  the 
opening  of  the  trenches.  At  the  fame  inftant,  the 
batteries  of  St.  George,  Pradella,  and  La  Favorite, 
began  to  play  againft  the  fortrefs :  the  two  firft 
mounted  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  of  large  calibre,  for 
firing  red-hot  balls,  and  fix  large  mortars;  and  the 
laft,  intended  to  break  off  all  the  communication  be- 
tween the  town  and  citadel,  confifted  of  eight  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery.  Soon  after  the  batteries  opened, 
feveral  parts  of  the  town  were  on  fire  ;  and  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe,  the  palace  of  Colloredo,  and  feveral  con- 
vents, were  reduced  to  afhes.  At  day-break,  when 
the  trenches  were  but  imperfectly  traced,  the  Au- 
ftrians,  collecting  a  part,  of  their  forces,  made  a  fally, 
under  cover  of  a  dreadful  fire  from  the  ramparts ; 
but  the  Republicans,  concealed  in  ravines,  ported  be- 
hind banks,  and  occupying  every  hollow  which  could 
afford  them  protection  from  the  enemy's  fire,  waited 
for  them  in  filence,  and  annoyed  them  from  their 
vol.  11. — no.  xv.  1 
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concealed  (Ituations  :  the  Imperialifts  returned  with- 
in the  walls,  and  the  French,  in  the  following  night, 
fucceeded  in  completing  their  trenches.  v 

General  Beithier,  by  direclion  of  (he  Commander 
in  Chief,  had  fummoned  the  Governor  to  furrender, 
©bferving,  that  as  he  was  attacked  on  all  fides,  he 
could  not  long  be  in  a  condition  to  defend  the  town, 
and  that  an  ill-judged  obftinacy  would  entirely  ruin 
the  unfortunate  city  ;  the  laws  of  war,  therefore,  im- 
perioufly  prefcribed  to  him  to  furrender  it :  but,  if 
contrary  to  expectations,  he  fhould  perfevere  in  his 
refiftance,  he  would  be  held  refponfible  for  the  blood 
thus  ufelefsly  fhed,  and  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
place :  a  conduft  which  fhould  compel  the  French 
General  to  treat  him  with  all  the  rigours  of  war. 
The  Count  Canto  D'Irles,  General  Commandant, 
replied,  that  the  laws  of  honour  and  of  duty  com- 
pelled him  to  defend,  to  the  laft  extremity,  the  city 
ectrufted  to  his  command. 

The  Field  Marfhal  Wurmfer,  on  the  29th,  di- 
rected a  column  towards  Salo,  from  which  place, 
and  alfo  from  Brefcia,  he  fucceeded  in  diflodging 
the  French,  whilft  another  divifion  of  his  army 
forced  their  poft  at  La  Corona,  and,  paffing  be- 
tween the  Lake  of  Garda  and  the  Adige,  compelled 
the  French  army  to  evacuate  Verona,  and  alfo  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Mantua  :  by  thefe  fuccefles  the 
Auftrians  gained  an  immenfe  quantity  of  artillery 
and  ftores,  which  the  French  left  behind  them  in 
their  flight. 

Buonaparte,  indefatigable  both  in  body  and  mind, 
had  the  art  of  infp'uing  his  troops  with  a  degree  of 
enthufiafm  which  nothing  could  refill ;  yet  his  ex- 
ceflive  feverity  rendered  the  French  i'o  unpopular  in 
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Italy,  that,  upon  the  firft  fuccefles  of  Wurmfer,  be- 
fore Buonaparte  left  the  fiege  of  Mantua,  the  French 
army  was  everywhere  received  with  execration  and 
infult ;  their  fick  and  wounded  were  refufed  wag- 
gons to  convey  them  to  their  quarters,  and  many  ex- 
pired on  the  road,  covered  with  blood  and  duft;  the 
peafants  frequently  fpat  in  their  faces,  and  infulted 
them  in  the  agonies  of  death :  their  fuperftition  re- 
prefented  the  French  as  infidels,  whom  it  was  their 
duty  to  drive  from  their  country. 

The  aid  of  fatire  was  added  to  that  of  fuperftition  ; 
Pafquin  and  Marforio  contributed  their  fliare  to  the 
general  contempt.  On  the  ftatue  of  Marforio  was 
written,  il  Si  dice  eke  i  Francefi  fono  tutti  /adroni;" 
to  which  Pafquin  replies,  "  Non  tutti,  ma,  buona 
Jtarte."  A  pun  can  fcarcely  be  tranflated,  but  this 
may,  perhaps,  be  underftood  :  "  They  fay  the  French 
are  all  rafcals:"  "  No,  not  all,  but Bumia-Jiarte" 
Thefe  words,  which,  put  together,  make  the  name 
of  the  French  General,  when  feparate,  mean  **  a 
great  many." 

Buonaparte,  about  this  time,  began  to  excite  alarm 
among  the  friends  of  liberty  in  France :  in  his  dif- 
patches  to  the  Directory,  he  had,  of  late,  omitted  the 
ufual  form  of  conclufion,  *«  Salut  el  refjieft."— 
"  Salut"  only  appeared  to  the  difpatches  of  Buo- 
naparte, whilft  the  other  Generals  clofed  theirs  in 
the  ordinary  way.  Rcederer,  one  of  the  principal 
journalifts,  exprelTed  his  apprehenfions  at  the  cri- 
tical fituation  in  which  the  Republic  was  placed, 
by  Generals  providing  for  their  armies  with  the 
ipoils  of  conquered  countries,  when  the  necefiiiies 
of  the  flate  prevented  them  from  receiving  fupplies 
from  home,  and  he  cited  the  examples  of  Sylla, 


92  THE     LIKE    OK 

Marius,  and  Caefar,  who  conquered  the  liberties  of 
their  country  by  difperfing  among  their  armies  the 
"treafures  they  had  amafied. 

The  Directory,  who  were  themfelves  not  exempt 
fromjealouiy  at  Buonaparte's  fuccefTes,  law.  that  he 
was  too  powerful  for  their  controul;  and,  therefore, 
left  the  language  of  the  journals  might  have  irritated 
his  mind,  they  addrefled  to  him  a  letter,  which,  by  the 
anxiety  it  expreffed  to  efface  any  fufpicion  he  might 
have  entertained  of  their  efteem,  was  well  calculated 
to  make  known  their  fears,  and  their  confeioufnefs  of 
their  own  weaknefs :  it  difcufied,  at  great  length,  the 
improbability  of  the  journaiifts  being  any  thing  more 
than  mere  calumniators  of  his  high  reputation,  which 
the  Directory  declared  they  were  defirous  of  ftrenu- 
oufly  defending. .,  "  You  enjoy,  citizen  General," 
continues  their  letter,,  ".the  confidence  of  the  Di- 
rectory,* and  the  ferv ices,  which  y~u  daily  render, 
give  you  a  title  to  it.  The  vaft  debt  the  Republic 
owes  to  your  victories,  evinces,  that  you  are  occupied 
folely  with  the  glory  and  interefh  of  your  country  : 
on  this  fubject  all  good  citizens  are  unanimous,  and 
you  will  have  no  difficulty  to  abandon  the  vaunting 
and  calumnies  of  others,  to  the  contempt,  which  of 
themfelves,  they  deferve,,  on  account  of  the  fpirit 
that  diclates  them." 

This  letter  of  the  Directory  was  feverely  criti- 
cifed  by  La  Creteile,  another  journalift,  who  de- 
nounced the  Directory  .  meannefs,  in  defending 
Buonaparte  again  ft  the  attack  of  a  newfpaper,  and 
condescending  to  flatter  a  victorious  General,  who 
had  evidently,  excited  their  jeajoirfy  :  he,  flvewcd  alfo, 
with  great  force  and  jufticc,  the  cruelty  of  ingra- 
titude on  the  one  hand,  and  idolatry  on  the  other, 
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to  fuccefsful  Generals.  *;  The  tribute  of  incon- 
fidefate'  homage  to  thefe  great  men,"  fays  he,  "  may, 
one  day  be  the  ruin  of  their  country;  let  us,  there- 
fore, fay,  little  about  thofe  of  whom  pofterity  will 
fay  much — let,  us  be  referved  rather  than  ungrate- 
ful; the  legions  which  exalted  the  glory  of  Rome, 
would  not  have  been  dangerous  to  her  liberty  if  fhe 
had  not  intoxicated  their  Generals  by  exceflive  adu- 
lation and  praife."  Thefe  remarks  evidently  caufed 
a  ftrong  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  Buonaparte ;  his 
an'fwer  to  the  Directory,  and  his  letter  to  General 
Clarke,  on  the  death  of  his  nephew,  evince  his 
chagrin. 

"  Citizen  Pieectors, 

"  I  have  received,  with  gratitude,  the  frefli  proof  of 
your  efteem,  which  you  have  fhcvvn  me  by  your  letter  of 
the  1 8th  Thermidor  : 

"  I  know  not  what  thefe  gentlemen  want  with  me ; 
they  and  the  Auftrians  have  attacked  me  both  together, 
but  you  have  filenced  them  by  the  publication  of  your 
letter^  and  I  have  done  for  the  Auftrians;  thus,  at  one 
and  the  fame  time,  thefe  double  attacks  of  my  enemies 
have  failed. 

(Signed,)      Buonaparte." 

Letter  to  General  Clarke. 

"  Your  nephew,  Elliot,  was  killed  on  the  field  of  battle 
at  Areola  :  that  young  man  was  familiarized  to  arms,  and 
has  many  times  marched  to  victory  at  the  head  of  his 
troops.  He  muft,  one  day  or  other,  have  become  a  great 
officer :  he  died  glorioufly  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and 
fuffered  not  for  a  moment.  What  reafonable  man  will 
not  envy  him  fuch  a  death  ?  Who  is  he,  that,  amidft  the 
viciflitudes  of  life,  will  not  be  thankful  thus  to  quit  a  world 
ib  frequently  contemptible  ?  Who  is  he,  among  us,  that 
*  3 
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has  not.  regretted  a  hundred  times,  nqt  t«  be  ttus  with- 
drawn from  the  powe'r'ful  effefts  of  calumny,  and, of  all 

f  J 

the  malevolent  paflions,  which  feem   almoft  exclufively  t< 


govern  the  world  ?,;r 


ly  to 


'   (Signed)  BuoM^Te:*''  ; 

I?)    .    ■>   .  i  •     -  : 

The  victories  of ,  Wurmfer  placed  the. French  ar.-* 
mies  in  a  very  critical  fituation.  On  the  ift  of  Au- 
guft,  the  whole  army  advanced,  during  which  th.ei 
Auftrians  detached  a  confiderable  force  to  Csftig- 
liona,  tfhere  General  Valette  had  been  left  with  i,8oq. 
men  to  defend  that  important  pofr,  and  thereby  to 
keep  the  divifionof  Wurmfer  at  a  diftanie;  but,  on 
the  evening  of  the  zd,  Valette  was  completely  de- 
feated, and  he  efcaped  with  only  half  his  troops  to 
Monte-Chiaro.  Buonaparte,-  vexed  by  the  unfor- 
tunate ifllie  of  this  affair,  infhuuly  fufpended  Ge- 
neral Valette. 

General  Wurmfer  having  croffed  the  Mincio,  both 
armies  faced  each  on  the  morning  of  the  3d.  The 
Imperialifts,  inflead  of  waiting  the  attack  of  the 
French,  furrounded  the  advanced  guard  of  General 
Maffena,  near  Caftigliona,  and  took  General  Pigeon 
prifoner,  with  three  pieces  of  flying  artillery.  'The 
French  hoped  to  penetrate  the  Auftrian  line,  and  the 
latter  extended  it  for  the  purpofe  of  furrounding  the 
French  :  the  Imperialifts  were  thrown  into  diforder, 
and  made  their  retreat  to  Salo ;  but,  finding  that  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  French,  wandered  through,  the 
mountains,  where  many  of  them  were  taken.  Mean 
time  General  Augereau  having  marched  to  Caftig- 
liona, took  that  place,  and  during  the  whole  day, 
maintained  feveral  obftinate  actions  with  the  enemy, 
who  fought  with  great  bravery. 
On  the  4th  General  Defpinoy  was  ordered  to  pe~ 
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netratcinto  the  Tyrol,  by  the  road  of  Chiufa.  Ge- 
neral Dallemagne,  at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  the 
tjjth  derrji'brigade,  advanced  to  Gavardo,  hut  was 
compelled  to  .retreat  with  much  lofs.  General  St. 
tfihyre  was^fent;  to  Salo,  to  aft  in  conceit  with  Ge- 
ral  Guieux,  to  attack  the  enemy's  divifion  at  Gavardo, 
and  free, the  road  leading  to  the  Tyrol;  when,  after  a 
brilk  fire  of  mufketry,  the  Imperialifts  retreated  with 
the  lofs  of  fome  prifoners. 

General  Wurmfer  collected  the  remains  of  his 
army,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  on  the  plain 
between  the  village  of  Scanello,  which  fupported  his 
right,  and  La  Chiefa,  which  covered  his  left.  Buo- 
naparte gave  orders  to  concentrate  all  the  columns  of 
the  army,  and  haftened,  in  perfcn,  to  Lonado,  to  af- 
certain  the  number  of  troops  he  could  detach  from 
it;  but  on  arriving  there,  a  meflenger  fummoned  the 
commandant  at  Lonado  to  furrender,  which  was  com- 
pletely furrounded.  Buonaparte,  feeing  the  danger, 
had  recourfe  to  a  firatagem  :  .he  had  but  a  few  hun- 
dred men  at  Lonado,  and  the  place  muff  have  fur- 
rendered  :  he  ordered  the  MeiTenger  to  be  brought 
before  him,  and  the  bandage  taken  from  his  eyes ; 
Buonaparte  told  him,  that  if  his  General  indulged  the 
vanity  of  thinking  to  take  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  army  of  Italy,  he  had  only  to  advance  ;  that  he 
ought  to  know  the  latter  was  at  Lonado,  as  every  one 
knew  the  Republican  army  was  at  that  place  ;  and  that 
all  the  general  and  fuperior  officers  belonging  to  the  di- 
vifion fliould  be  refponfible  for  the  perlbnal  infult  he 
had  been  guilty  of  towards  the  General  in  Chief.  He 
then  a  flu  red  the  Meflenger,  that  if  his  divifion  did  not, 
in  the  fpace  of  eight  minutes,  lay  down  their  arms, 
he  would  fhew  no  mercy  to  any   of  them.    The 
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officer  appeared  confounded  at  finding  the  General 
prefent,  and  returned  with  his  anfwer.  Every  pre- 
paration was  now  affe&ed  to  be  made  for  attacking 
the  enemy,  when,  in  an  inftant,  the  whole  column, 
confifting  of  4,000  men,  with  four  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  three  ftandards,  laid  down  their  arms!  A 
fingular  inftance  of  the  fuccefsful  termination  of  an 
affair,  that  was  occafioned  by  an  extraordinary  and 
well-timed  prefence  of  mind  in  a  critical  moment. 


* 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

Engagement  at  Pefchiera. — Buonaparte  re-enters  Ve- 
rona.—The  Aujlrians  defiroy  the  Works  before  Mantua, 
and  take  immenfe  Quantities  of  Stores. — Infurreclions  at 
Cremona. — The  French  evacuate  Ferrara,  tuhicb  is  re- 
taken by  the  Pope. — Diflike  of  the  Populace  at  Rome  to 
the  French. — Miracles  of  the  Holy  Virgin  at  Genoa. — 
Mantua  again  blockaded. — The  Standards  taken  by  the 
Army  of  Italy  firefented  to  the  Directory. —  Engage- 
ment at  S err avalle.— Battle  of  Roveredo. — 'The  French 
enter  Trent. — Buonaparte1  s  Proclamation  to  the  Tyrolefe. 
—  He  organifes  the  Principality  of  Trent. 

]E>UONAPARTE  being  attired  of  the  entire  de- 
ftruftion  of  all  the  hoftile  corps  from  Gavardo  and 
Salo,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Auguft,  ordered 
the  whole  army  to  make  a  retrogade  movement, 
whilft;  General  Serruriei's  diviiion  advanced  from 
Marcaria,  with  an  intent  to  turn  General  Wurmfer's 
left.  This  movement  had,  in  lbme  degree,  the  defired 
effect,  and  Wurmfer  extended  his  right  wing  to  ob- 
ferve  their  rear.  The  moment  Buonaparte  perceived 
General  Serrurier's  divifion  under  the  command  of 
General  Fiorella,  who  attacked  the  left,  he  ordered 
Adjutant-General  Verdiere  to  attack  a  redoubt,  which 
the  Auftrians  had  conftru&ed  in  the  middle  of  the 
plain,  to  fupport  their  left.  He  alfo  directed  his  aid- 
de-camp,  Marmont,  to  take  the  management  of  20 
pieces  of  light  artillery.  General  Augereau  attacked 
the  enemy's  centre,  fupported  by  the.  tower  of  Sca- 
nello,  while  Mafiena  attacked  the  right :  all  the  ca- 
valry, under  General  Beaumont,  proceeded  to  the 
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right,  in  order  to  fupport  the  light  artillery  and  in- 
fantry. The  French  were  victorious,  and  obtained 
1 8  pieces  of  cannon,  and  120  ammunition  waggons. 
The  Auftrians  loft  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners, 
about  2,000  men.  The  activity  of  Buonaparte 
during  the  laft  week,  had  been  inceflant,  and,  it 
is  faui,  that  he  took  no  fleep  during  the  whole  of 
that  period. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  Auguff,  Augereau 
and  Maflena  obliged  ihe  Auftrians  to  raife  the  fiege 
of  Pefchiera,  and  to  abandon  the  line  of  the  Mincio. 
On  the  7th,  Augereau  parted  the  Mincio  at  Peichiera, 
while  the  divifion  of  General  Serrurier  advanced  to 
Verona,  and  arrived  there  at  10  at  night,  the  very 
moment  the  divifion  under  General  Maflena  had  re- 
covered its  former  pofition  :  the  rear  guard  of  the 
Auftrians  was  ftill  at  Verona,  the  gates  of  which 
were  fliut,  and  the  drawbridges  raifed.  The  Pro- 
veditor  of  the  Venetian  Republic  having  been  fum« 
moned  to  open  them,  anfwered,  that  he  could  not 
comply  till  after  the  iapfe  of  two  hours  :  Buonapart6, 
therefore,  ordered  the  gates  to  be  burft  open  with 
cannon-fhot.  The  French  feized  all  the  ftores  of 
difFerent  kinds  in  the  place,  and  afterwards  refumed 
their  former  pofition,  while  the  Imperialifts  retreated 
through  the  Tyrol.  The  blockade  of  Mantua  hav- 
ing been  raifed  by  Wurmfer,  its  garrifon  fucceeded 
in  deftroying  the  works  of  the  Frenchr  and  carried 
into  the  place  140  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  which 
the  latter  had  left  in  their  trenches,  with  provifions 
for  a  considerable  period.  ' 

On  the  news  of  the  fuccefles  of  the  Auftrians,  it 
was  fuppofed  that  viftory  had  abandoned  the  Repub- 
lican ftandarda.  Con fiderable  agitation  was  produced 
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at  Cremona,  Cafal  Maggiore,  and  two  villages  in  the 
environs  of  this  laft  town.  At  Cremona,  after  the 
furprife  of  Brefcia,  it  was  propofed  to  prefe rve  the 
tree  of  liberty,  in  order  to  hang  on  it  thofe  v/ho  had 
affifted  in  the  ceremony  of  planting  it.  At  Cafal 
Maggiore,  the  Commandant,  as  he  was  going  to  em- 
bark, was  infulted.  His  embarkation  was  violently 
oppofed,  and,  in  endeavouring  to  efcape,  he  ruflied 
into  the  river,  and  there  met  death.  On  the  31ft  of 
July,  the  French  garrifon  in  the  citadel  of  Ferrara, 
fuddenly  left  it,  after  having  fpiked  their  cannon, 
and  thrown  into  the  river  the  ammunition  they  could 
not  carry  off:  tranquillity  was  maintained  there  until 
the  arrival  of  the  Vicelegate,  which  excited  as  much 
furprife  as  the  departure  of  the  French  troops.  His 
entry  was  modeft,  but  he  having  replaced  on  the  gate 
of  the  public  palace  the  Papal  arms,  the  Municipality 
and  national  guards  repaired  immediately  to  the  place, 
when  the  papal  arms  were  again  pulled  down,  and 
replaced  by  thofe  of  the  Republic.  On  the  firft  news 
of  the  victories  of  the  French,  the  Vicelegate  re- 
turned to  Rome;  by  the  armiftice  concluded  at  Bo- 
logna, that  city  and  Ferrara  were  to  continue  in  the 
poifemon  of  the  French. 

On  the  7th,  three  French  CommifTaries  at  Rome, 
walking  in  a  public  garden,  were  furrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  fpe&ators,  fome  of  whom  infulted  them 
by  hilling  and  flanderous  language.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  following  day  the  Secretary  of  the  commif- 
lion,  and  a  painter,  alfo  attached  to  it,  Hopped  to 
view  the  column  of  Trajan  ;  when  in  an  inftant  a 
crowd  of  boys  afTailed  them  with  a  fhower  Hones: 
on  this,  they  endeavoured  to  fave  themfelves,  by  gain- 
ing the  firft  ftreetj  but  were  followed  by  a  multitude, 
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exclaiming,  Kill  them!  they  are  Frenchmen — tf/ey  are 
Commijfaries !  they  were  foon  furrounded  by  an  in- 
furiated populace,  fome  of  them  armed  with  ftones 
and  bludgeons.  One  of  the  Commifiaries,  perceiv- 
ing a  man  approaching,  with  a  knife  in  his  hand,  pre- 
sented a  piftol,  and  fucceeded  in  keeping  the  aflaffin 
at  a  diftance.  Lieutenant  Dandini,  paffing  at  the 
moment,  conducted  the  two  Frenchmen  to  the  hotel 
of  the  Governor.  The  latter  excufed  the  people  of 
Rome,  by  alledging,  that  the  falfe  intelligence  re- 
flecting the  French  had  occafioned  this  infult.  The 
Commiflary  demanded  of  the  Governor,  if  he  thought 
the  new  victories  gained  by  the  French  gave  them  a 
right  not  to  obferve  their  treaties  with  the  Fope :  tbe 
patroles  were  doubled,  efpecially  in  the  quarter  in- 
habited by  the  French,  and  feveral  perfons  concerned 
in  thefe  diforders  were  arrefted. 

On  the  9th,  about  mid-day,  a  courier  arrived,  dif- 
patched  by  General  Berthier,  to  the  Citizen  JVliot,  at 
Florence,  and  fent  forward  by  the  latter  to  the  Che- 
valier Azzara,  the  Spanifh  AmbafTador  at  Rome  : 
He  brought  accounts  very  favourable  to  the  French  ; 
but  the  general  prejudice  believed  him  to  be  a  man 
fent  on  purpofe  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome, 
to  prevent  credit  being  given  to  the  former  reports. 
In  the  afternoon,  two  Frenchmen  were  again  in- 
fill ted :  the  minifter  Cacault  wiflied  to  difpatch  a 
courier  to  Paris,  to  inform  the  Directory  of  thefe  in- 
decencies, but  the  Chevalier  Azzara  befought  him 
to  forbear,  and  promifed  to  ufe  every  means  to  ob- 
tain proper  Satisfaction  from  the  Pope.  His  Ho- 
linefs  did  not  wifii  to  believe  that  his  Subjects  .could 
be  fo  infolent :  the  Secretary  cf  State,  however,  iflued 
an  order  to  increafe  the  number  of  patroles  near  the- 
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refidence  of  the  commiflaries,  who  immediately  af- 
fembled  at  a  place  of  rendezvous.  The  Chevalier 
Azzara  wrote  to  the  Pope  a  billet,  in  which  he  warn- 
ed his  Holinefs,  for  the  laft  time,  that  the  public  good 
required  the  difmifTal  of  the  Fifcal  Barberi.  The  Pope 
made  no  reply  to  this  billet,  but  intimated  to  Car- 
dinal Bufca,  a  Milanefe,  that  he  had  appointed  him 
Secretary  of  State  in  place  of  Cardinal  Zelada:  it 
feems  the  Pope,  by  making  choice  of  a  Cardinal 
attached  to  Spain  for  minifter,  wiftied  to  follow  the 
counfels  of  the  Chevalier  Azzara:  the  French  mi- 
nifter, Cacault,  peremptorily  demanded,  that  the  go- 
vernment mould  punifh  thoie  who  had  infulted  the 
French  CommifTaries.  The  chief  of  thefe,  a  huntf- 
man  of  Cardinal  Altieri,  efcaped :  the  government 
determined  to  condemn  the  Seigneur  to  death,  and 
his  accomplices  to  the  gallies,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
rigoroufly  to  maintain  the  edift  pubiifbed  to  gua- 
rantee the  fafety  of  the  French. 

At  Genoa  fome  new  miracles,  operated  by  the  Holy 
Virgin,  announced  that  the  termination  of  the  fuc- 
cefles  of  the  Republican  armies  was  at  laft  arrived, 
and  that  they  were  on  the  point  of  being  expelled 
from  Italy ;  and  the  Italians,  friendly  to  Auftria,  con- 
gratulated themfelves  on  the  reverfes  of  the  French 
army.  The  French  army  vigoroufly  harrafled  Ge- 
neral Wurmfer  in  his  retreat,  who  fixed  his  head 
quarters  two  leagues  on  the  other  fide  of  Trent,  after 
burning  part  of  the  flotilla  he  had  eftablifhed  on  the 
Lake  of  Garda,  and  evacuating  Riva.  This  allowed 
the  French  time  to  reftore  order  in  the  divifions  of  the 
army,  to  concentrate  their  force,  and  to  exchange  the 
prifoners,  whom  the  fuccefles  of  the  Imperialifts  had 
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obtained.  After  fevcral  very  obftinate  encounters* 
the  blockade  of  Mantua  was  again  commenced,  by 
the  divifion  of  General  Sahuguet. 

The  Directory,  in  its  public  fitting  on  the  27th  of 
Auguft,  received  the  ftandards  taken  by  the  army  of 
Italy ;  on  which  occafion  the  Citizen  Dutaillis,  Aid- 
de-camp  of  General  Berthier,  was  charged  with  pre- 
senting them  : 

"  The  Auftrians,"  faid  he,  in  liis  addrefs  to  the  Direc- 
tory, M  after  receiving  confiderabte  reinforcements,  attack- 
ed feme  French  pofts,  and  made  themfclves  matters  of 
them  Proud  of  thefe  firft  attempts,  they  had  announced 
to  all  Italy,  that  they  would  foon  not  reckon  a  fingle  Re- 
publican in  the  country  ;  yet,  but  four  days  after  this, 
they  wttneffed  the  fueceiTes  of  the  French  :  the  latter 
•  united,  and  attacked,  in  their  turn,  this  army,  victorious 
for  a  moment,  formidable  by  its  numbers,  and  the  laft 
hope  of  Auftria.  In  four  days  more,  they  totally  defeated 
the  Imperial  troops,  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  artillery  ; 
and  Wurmler,  like  Beaulieu,  found  in  Italy  the  brave 
men,  who,  in  1792,  defied  both  at  Jemmappe.  Thefe 
glorious  fuccefies  were  owing  to  the  bravery  and  intre- 
pidity of  tht  French  foldiers,  and  to  the  fkilful  difpofuions 
and  indefatigable  activity  of  the  youthful  Citizen  General 
Buonaparte  ;  night  and  day  at  their  head,  partaking  in 
their  dangers,  their  fatigues,  and  their  privations,  he  con- 
ducted  their  attacks,  directed  thtir  courage,  and  every- 
where opened  to  them  the  road  to  victory.  The  foldiers 
had  to  r*  gret  the  lofs  of  brave  and  intrepid  comrades,  but 
they  had  perifhed  worthy  of  the  facred  caufe  they  had  de- 
fended." 

The  Citizen  Revelliere  Lepaux,  Prefident  of  the 
.Directory,  in  reply,  exprefled  the  lively  fatisf.11  tion 
with  which  the  Executive  Directory  received  thefe 
trophies  of  victory.  "  Brave  warrior!"   faid  he,  "  re- 
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tlirntoyour  companions  in  arms  ;  tell  them  that  the 
national  gratitude  drives  to  emulate  their  fervices, 
and  that  they  may  reckon  on  the  eSteem  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  as  well  as  on  the  admiration  of 
pofterity." 

The  Austrian  army,  notwithstanding  thefe  defeats-, 
prepared  to  revenge  its  difafters ;  but  its  bravery, 
and  the  good  difpofitions  made  by  its  General,  were 
again  constrained  to  yield   to  the  genius  of  Buona- 
parte.    The   French  proceeded  to    Verona,  where 
they  learned  that  the  Imperialists  had  marched,  with 
two-thirds  of  their  forces,  towards  BafTano,  and  with 
the  other  third,  occupied  Alia;  they  haftily  marched 
forward,  and,  on  the  4th  of  September,  about  fix  in 
the  morning  an  engagement  began  with   MaSTena's 
divifion,  and   at  the  fame  irritant,  the  head  of  the 
column  of  General  Vaubois,  advancing  from  Tor- 
bola,  attacked  the  Imperialists,  in  their  pofition  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Adige,  in  the  village  of  Serra- 
valle  :    the  conteft   was  terrible  on   both  fides  ;  the 
two  divifions  of  the  French  army,  feparated  bv  the 
Adige,    Seemed   contending  in   emulation   of  each 
other;    infantry,    cavalry,   artillery,    officers    of  the 
etat-major,  aides-de-camp,  and,  in  Sine,   every  indi-^ 
vidual  of  the  army,  performed  prodigies  of  valour; 
and  the   enemy,  after  two  hours  obftinate  fighting* 
quitted  their  pofition  at  Marco,  on  the  left  of  the 
Adige,  and  at  the  fame  time  penetrated  on  the  right 
of  the  river,  retreated  to  Roveredo,  availing  them- 
felves  of  all  the  defenfive  pofts,  which  the  nature  of 
the  ground  afforded  them  at  every  ftep. 

Buonaparte  ordered  the  General  of  brigade,  Ram- 
pon,  to  pafs,  with  the  33d,  between  Roveredo  and 
the  Adige,  while  General  Victor  entered  the  town  at 
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charge-ftep,  the  Auftrians  ftill  falling  back,  and  leav- 
ing a  great  number  of  dead  and  prifoners.  Mean- 
while General  Vaubois  had  forced  the  entrenched 
camp  at  Mori;  and  purfued  the  enemy  on  the  other 
bank  of  the  Adige.  The  Imperialifts  were  beaten 
in  all  points,  but,  profiting  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
country,  made  head  at  every  defile,  and  effected  their 
retreat  to  Trent,  with  the  lofs  of  three  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  many  prifoners.  While  General  MafTena 
rallied  all  the  demi-brigades,  and  gave  his  troops  a 
moment  of  repofe,  the  Imperialifts  rallied  in  front  of 
Calliano,  to  cover  Trent,  and  give  time  to  their  head 
quarters  to  evacuate  it :  their  left  was  fupported  by 
an  inacceflible  mountain,  and  their  right,  on  the 
Adige,  by  a  ftrong  wall,  with  embrafures,  where 
they  had  planted  feveral  pieces  of  artillery.  General 
JDammartin  advanced  eight  pieces  of  light  artillery  to 
commence  a  cannonade,  and  having  found  an  ex- 
cellent pofition,  took  the  defile  obliquely,  while  Ge- 
neral Pigeon  proceeded  with  the  light  infantry  on  the 
right.  Three  hundred  riflemen,  pofted  on  the  banks 
of  the  Adige,  maintained  a  brifk  fire,  while  three 
demi-brigades,  forming  in  clofe  column  by  batta- 
lions, palled  the  defile.  The  Imperialifts,  daggered 
by  the  dreadful  fire  of  the  artillery,  and  harrafled  by 
the  riflemen,  retreated ;  the  French  purfued  them 
within  three  miles  of  Trent.  In  this  battle  the 
French  took  4,000  prifoners,  20  pieces  of  cannon, 
40  waggons,  feven  ftandards,  and  a  vaft  number 
of  cavalry  and  artillery  horfes. 

In  the  night,  Vaubci's  divifion  eroded  the  Adige, 
and  effected  its  junction,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  MafTena  entered  Trent,  after  exchanging  a  few 
cannon  fliot  with  the  enemy's  rear  guard.     Buona- 
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parte,  learning  that  the  Imperialifts  held  a  formi- 
dable pofition  at  Lavis,  behind  the  river  Lavifio, 
on  the  road  to  Botzen,  attacked  the  Auftrians  in  per- 
fon,  with  his  vanguard.  "His  progrefs,  however, 
was  arretted  by  the  gallant  defence  of  the  enemy; 
but  the  head  of  Vaubdis'  divifion  arriving,  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  bridge  at  Lavis  was  effected,  and  the 
enemy's  entrenchments  in  the  village  were  forced. 

The  French  General,  before  his  entrance  into  the 
Tyrol,  iffued  the  following  proclamation : 

"  Tyrolese  ! 

"  You  iblk.it  the  protection  of  the  French  army,  but 
you  mud  render  yourfelves  worthy  of  this  ;  fince  the  ma- 
jority are  well  difpofed,  you  mud  compel  the  obftinate  few 
to  fubmit,  as  their  conduit  tends  only  to  draw  on  their 
country  all  the  rage  of  war. 

"  The  fuperiority  of  the  French  arms  is  now  decided  : 
the  minifters  of  the  Emperor,  purchafed  with  the  gold  of 
England,  betrayed  him.  This  unfortunate  Prince  cannot 
proceed  one  ftep  without  doing  himfelf  an  injury. 

"  You  vvifh  for  peace,  the  French  fight  for  it :  we  pafs 
your  territory  only  to  oblige  the  court  of  Vienna  to  comply 
with  the  wim  of  defolated  Europe,  and  liften  to  the  com- 
plaints of  its  fubje&s.  We  do  not  come  to  aggrandife  our^ 
felves ;  nature  has  traced  our  boundary  by  the  Rhine,  and 
the  Alps,  while  the  has  placed  Tyrol  as  the  limits  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria. 

"  Tvrolefe  !  whatever  your  pad  conduit  may  have  been, 
return  to  your  homes,  and  quit  ftandards,  fo  often  unfuc- 
cefsful.  There  are  no  longer  enemies  whom  the  conque- 
rors of  the  Alps,  and  of  Italy,  can  dread  ;  but  there  are 
dill  fome,  whom  the  generofity  of  the  French  nation  em- 
joins  me  to  endeavour  to  fpare.  The  French  have  ren- 
dered themfeives  formidable  in  battle,  but  they  are  the 
friends  of  thofe  who  receive  them  with  hofpitality. 
K  3 
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1  The  religion,  cuftoms,  and  property  of  the  commune* 
that  fubmitted  will  be  refpecled ;  but  the  communes, 
whofe  companies  of  Tyrolefe  hare  not  returned  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  French  army,  will  be  burned,  and  the  inha- 
bitants taken  as  hoftages,  and  conveyed  to  France.  When 
a  commune  -has  fubmitted,  the  fyndics  (hall  be  bound  to 
give  in  at  the  fame  time,  a  lift  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  Em- 
peror's pay,  and  if  they  compofe  part  of  the  Tyrolean 
companies,  their  houfes  (hall  be  immediate'y  burned,  and 
their  relations,  to  the  third  degree,  arrefted  and  fent  away 
to  France.  Every  Tyrolean  taken  with  arms  in  his 
hands,  (hall  be  inftantly  lhot. 

"  The  Generals  of  divifion  are  charged  with  the  drift 
execution  of  this  proclamation. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte." 

On  Buonaparte's  arrival  at  Trent,  he  organifed 
an  adminiftration  for  the  Principality :  he  dir  Red, 
that  all  acts  fliould  be  in  the  name  of  the  French 
Republic.  All  ilrangcrs,  of  whatever  country  they 
might  be,  holding  public  employments,  were  obliged 
to  quit  the  territory  of  Trent  in  24  hours,  and  the 
Council  were  defired  to  replace  them  by  natives  of 
the  country.  The  Commandant-General  of  the  place 
was  to  hold  the  office  of  Captain  of  the  city,  and  the 
council  was  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  decree 
on  their  reiponfibility. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

Campaign  in  Germany. — Weak  Policy  of  the 
Combined  Powers. — Commencement  of  the  Campaign  in 
Germany.-— General  Wurmfer  defeated  at  Alterkirchen. 
—The  French  alfo  defeated,  and  recrofs  the  Rhine.— 
Kleber  defeated. — The  Aufiriam  defeated  at  Frankendal 
by  Moreau. — The  French  take  the  IJlands  of  the  Rhine. 
Prince  of  Conde  defeated,  at  Wiljledt. — The  Auflrians 
retreat,  and  are  defeated  at  Malf'h,  &c. — The  French 
take  Frankfort.— The  Archduke  compelled  to  retreat.— 
Various  Succejfes  of  the  French  and  Aufjians.—The 
French  take  Wurtzburgh,  Forcheim,  Rotenburgh,  CsV.— 
Armiflice  ivith  Wirtemburg,  Suabia,  Baden,  Ba- 
varia, &c. 

A.  HE  vi&ories  of  the  army  of  Italy,  ferved  at  once 
to  perfuade  all  mankind,  that  the  French  troops  were 
invincible,  and  to  infpire  thofe  troops  themfelves 
with  an  idea,  that  they  were  guided  by  a  Genius  fome- 
what  more  than  mortal  j  yet  are  thofe  conquefts  not 
to  be  afcribed  fo  much  to  the  mind,  which  was  the 
immediate  means  of  achieving,  and  the  feverity 
which  fecured  them,  as  to  the  egotifm  and  obfti- 
nacy,  the  want  of  combination  and  intelligence,  in 
the  cabinets  of  the  Allies.  Not  only  were  the  fuc- 
cefTes  of  the  French  in  Italy  unforefeen  and  unpro- 
vided for,  but  their  confequences  were  not  calcu- 
lated upon  after  they  had  been  half  accomplished. 
The  Combined  Powers  had  been  dreaming  during 
the  armiflice  on  the  northern  frontier,  and  their  ima- 
ginations were  fo  flufhed  with  the  ideal  glories  that 
they  fliould  acquire  upon  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  interrupt  the  ca- 
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reer  of  the  young  General  of  the  French  in  Italy,- 
till  the  J-  fhould  find  leifure  to  chace  him  for  their 
amufement. 

All  the  hopes  of  the  campaign  were  centered  in 
the  Archduke  Charles,  and  all  the  former  blunders  of 
the  war  were  this  year  to  be  repaired  by  the  heroifm 
and  talents  of  this  Prince:  it  was  known  that  the 
French  had  drawn  confiderable  fupplies  from  the 
armies  of  the  North  and  of  the  Rhine,  to  reinforce 
the  army  of  Italy,  but  this  was  regarded  as  a  favour- 
able circumftance,  which  only  ferved  to  render  vic- 
tory more  certain  in  the  quarter  where  it  was  in- 
tended to  feek  it;  and  fo  few  doubts  were  enter- 
tained of  the  fpeedy  fubjugation  of  Fiance,  that  the 
Combined  Powers  only  fuffered  the  armiitice  to  con- 
tinue, till  the  return  of  fine  weather  fhould  enable 
them  to  take  a  plealant  march  to  Paris. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1796,  the  A u (Irian  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  informed  General  Jourdan,  that 
the  armiftice  was  to  terminate,  and  that  hoftilities 
would  commence  on  the  laft  day  of  that  month.  Ge- 
neral Jourdan  accordingly  began  his  march  with  the 
army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  when  General 
Marceau  repulfed  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  Au- 
ftrians  on  ihe  right  bank  of  the  Nahc,  and  the  French 
General,  Championet  was  equally  fuccefsful  in 
forcing  their  cantonment  at  Nidder  Diebach.  Ge- 
neral Kleber,  on  the  fame  day,  marched  towards  the 
Sieg,  and  on  the  following  day,  ift  June,  obtained  a 
victory  over  the  Auftrians,  who  loft  2,400  men,  in- 
cluding wounded  and  prifoners. 

After  this  action  the  Imperial  troops  retreated  to- 
wards Ukareth,  which  was  a  formidable  pofition  ;  but, 
by  the  powerful  afliftance  of  Lefebvre  and  Colaud, 
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General  Kleber,  after  much  difficulty  and  various  at- 
tempts, was  fuccefsfu!  in  turning  their  encampment, 
which  compelled  them  to  retreat  to  Altenkirchen, 
being  covered  by  two  or  three  fquadrons  on  the  heights 
behind  Ukareth.  The  Auftrian  pofition  at  Alten- 
kirchen was  defended  by  20,000  men;  it  was  ne- 
verthelefs  obliged  to  yield  to  Republican  intrepidity, 
after  a  defperate  contefi,  in  which  the  Auflrians  loft 
3,000  men,  iz  pieces  of  cannon,  four  ftandards,  a 
number  of  waggons,  and  a  confidtrable  part  of  their 
baggage,  At  Hachenborg,  Neuwied,  and  Oierdorff, 
the  French  got  pofleflion  of  vaft  quantities  of  provi- 
sions, which  was  of  infinite  value  in  fuch  a  barren 
country.  After  this  victory  General  Kleber  took 
his  route  towards  the  Lahn,  and  General  Jourdan 
laid  fiege  to  Ehrenbreitftein,  after  croffing  the  Rhine 
at  Neuwied,  by  means  of  bridges  which  he  threw 
acrofs  that  river :  this  progrefs  induced  the  Arch- 
duke to  march  the  greater  part  of  his  troops  from 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  proceed  with  the 
utmoft  difpatch  to  the  upper  Lahn.  While  Leiebvre 
was  making  every  effort  to  crofs  the  Lahn  and  the 
Dylle  at  the  head  of  the  advanced  guard,  on  the  14th 
he  came  to  an  engagement  with  the  Auftrian  ad- 
vanced guard,  commanded  by  General  Werneck, 
whom  he  repulfed,  after  an  obftinate  oppofition.  He 
then  began  to  cannonade  the  Imperialifts ;  but  the 
Archduke,  having  received  intelligence  of  Werneck's 
defeat,  difpatched  a  confiderable  body  of  cavalry  to 
engage  the  Republican  General,  who,  after  a  long 
and  defperate  conteft,  retreated  upwards  of  two 
miles,  and  the  approach  of  night  put  a  period  to  the 
conflict.  The  French  General,  then,  raifed  the  fiege  of 
Ehrenbreitftein,  and  re- crofted  the  Rhine.     Four  di- 
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vifions  of  his  army  took  the  route  to  NeHwied^ 
while  the  remaining  two  marched  to  DuffeldorflF 
and  Cologne. 

The  Archduke,  with  his  whole  army,  purfuedLe- 
febvre  on  the  16th,  and,  three  days  after,  General 
Kray,  with  32  fquadrons  of  light  horfe,  and  tenr 
battalions  of  infantry,  a  corps  of  riflemen,  and  a 
number  of  artillery  horfe,  marched  towards  Cologne 
and  Dufleldorff.  General  Kleber  was  defeated,  but 
effected  the  paflage  of  the  Sieg  in  the  night,  and 
continued  his  route  to  Dufleldorff  without  molefta- 
tion,  while  Jourdan  crofied  at  Neawied  with  the  reft 
of  his  army,  the  Archduke  having  given  him  very 
little  trouble  during  his  retreat.  It  is  not  an  eafy 
matter  to  account  for  this  conduct  of  Jourdan ;  it 
was  probably  no  more  than  a  mafterly  ftratagem  ; 
it  is  certain,  that  it  produced  all  the  effects  which 
could  have  been  expected  to  refult  from  the  bell 
concerted  fcheme. 

On  the  15th  of  June  Marfhal  Wurmfer  was  at* 
tacked  by  the  French  General  Moreau  :  he  was  fta* 
tioned  between  Frankendal  and  the  Rehut,  his  front 
being  protected  by  a  canal,  and  his  left  wing  by  the 
Rebach,  The  French  parted  the  fortifications*  with 
the  water  up  to  their  chins,  in  defiance  of  a  tremens 
dous  fire  of  mufketry  and  cannon  :  they  engaged 
the  Auftrians  with  incredible  impetuofity,  became 
matters  of  their  front  works,  and  inftantly  con- 
ftructed  bridges  for  facilitating  the  paffage  of  their 
cavalry;  after  which,  the  Auftrians  were  everywhere 
defeated,  and,  at  length,  obliged  to  take  refuge  under 
the  cannon  of  Manhinn.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Auftrian  forces  having  been  marched  towards  the 
Lower  Rhine,  for  the-  purpose  of  purfuing  General 
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'Jourdan,  orders  were  tranfmitted  from  the  Directory 
to    General   Moreau,    to  crofs   the  river,   which  he 
accomplished  on   the  2.4th.     The   Republicans  car- 
ried all  the  entrenchments  in  the  iflands  of  the  Rhine 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  with  fuch  aftoniflv- 
ing  rapidity,  that   the  Auftrians  could  not  efteft  the 
deftrucfion  of  the  bridges   by  which  they   kept  up 
a  communication  with  their  different  divinons  ;  and 
they  all  fell,  of  confequence,  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.     The  conqueft  of  Kehl  was  a  (till  more  ar- 
duous undertaking-      After   General    Moreau    had 
landed  his  firft  divifion,    he  immediately  fent  back 
the  boats  by  which  they  had  been  conveyed;    thus, 
prevented  from  retreating,   they  fought   with  defpe- 
ration.     The  firft  redoubt  which  the  Auftrians  had 
erecled  on  the  plain  for  their  defence,  confifting  of 
five  mortars,  and  300  men,    was  carried  by  the  Re- 
publicans, while   the  artillery  they   got  poffeffion  of 
enabled  them  to  affail  the  remaining  entrenchments 
•with  fome  hope  offuccefs  :  they  were  taken  in  rapid 
fucceffion  ;  the  Auftrians  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
abandoning   Kehl,  and  were  purfued    by  the  con- 
querors   in   their    retreat   towards    Offenburg;;    the 
number  of  their  killed  and  wounded  was  very  great, 
and  about  800  were  taken  prifoners ;   they  alfo   loft 
16  piece's  of  cannon,   together  with  2,000  mufkets. 
The  French  were  now  enabled  to  conitrucl:  a  bridge 
between  Kehl  and   the  iflands  of  the   Rhine,   and 
thereby  procure  a  paffage  for  the  reft  of  the  army. 

General  Ferinot,  on  the  26th,  proceeded  toOffen- 
burg,  to  give  battle  to  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  Ge- 
neral Reaupuis,  who  after  fome  refiftanee,  were 
beaten,  and  obliged  to  retire  towards  Wilftedt, 
whence  they  were  purfued,  and  foon  compelled  to 
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abandon  their  camp.  The  greater  part  of  the  Re- 
publican army  then  marched  againft  the  camp  of 
Bitfel,  or  Zell,  in  the  front  of  Offenburg,  to  which 
place  General  Wurmfer  had  difpatched  a  confider- 
able  reinforcement;  but  thefe  were  intercepted  by 
the  French,  and  totally  routed,  which  induced  the 
Auftrians  alfo  to  abandon  their  camp.  A  decifive 
and  general  engagement  feemed  now  to1  be  at  no 
great  di  (lance  ;  ftrong  reinforcements  were  detached 
from  the  Lower,  and  marched  to  the  Upper  Rhine. 
General  St.  Suzanne,  who  was  ported  at  RatafFen, 
or  Rothaufen,  in  order  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
Auftrians,  came  to  an  engagement  with  them  at  the 
time  when  Defaix,  with  two  columns,  came  up  to 
his  affiftance.  The  attack  was  commenced  by  a 
terrible  cannonade,  and  both  fides  fought  with  the 
moft  determined  valour  and  intrepidity,  when  the 
Republicans,  having  got  pofTefiion  both  of  the  river 
and  village  of  Kintzing,  the  Auftrians  were  obliged 
to  retreat  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  with  the  lofs  of 
10  pieces  of  cannon,  nearly  the  whole  of  their  light 
artillery,  and  1,200  taken  prifoners,  while  the  field 
of  battle  was  ftrewed  with  their  fiain. 

On  the  2d  of  July  General  Laroche  marched  to- 
wards Openau  and  Knubis,  and  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  Mountain  of  Knubis,  faid  to  be  the  higheft  of 
the  groupe,  which  are  denominated  the  Black  Moun- 
tains, taking  two  ftandards,  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  four  hundred  prifoners.  Next  day  Freiburgh 
was  carried,  by  the  troops  of  General  Saint  Cyr,  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  march  of  the  Re- 
publican left  wing  was  conftantly  interrupted  by  con- 
flict? with  the  enemy ;  but  at  Oft,  the  Imperial  Ge- 
_neral  La  Tour  made  a  vigorous  oppofitiot),  but  with- 
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out  effeft ;  on  the  fame  day,  Bibrach,  in  the  valley 
of  Kintzig,  was  taken  poflcflion  of  by  General  Fe- 
rinot.  PofTefTed  of  Freiburg,  General  Moreau  was 
qualified  to  aft  againft  the  left  wing  of  the  Arch- 
duke's army,  and  cut  off  his  communication  with 
the  Prince  of  Conde.  It  alfo  expofed  to  him  the 
territory  of  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  the  roads 
which  led  to  the  Auftrian  magazines  at  Villengen  and 
Rothwiel. 

General  Defaix  received  orders  to  engage  the  Au- 
ftrians at  Raftadt  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  hoftilities 
commenced  at  Guerfbach,  the  pla-ce  which  defended 
the  left  wing  of  the  Imperial  army,  on  the  5th.  To 
oblige  them  to  abandon  Radftadt,  by  turning  their  left, 
General  Lecourbe  attacked  them  between  Olbach 
and  the  mountains,  while  General  Decaen  received 
orders  to  feize,  if  poflible,  on  the  bridge  of  Kup- 
penheim,  and  diflodge  them  from  the  mountains ; 
and,  after  an  obftinate  conflict,  which  continued 
for  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  the  Republicans  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  Kuppenheim.  The  left  fide 
of  the  river  was  (till  poflefled  by  the  Auftrians,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Olbach,  the  paflage  of  which  was 
forced  by  the  French  infantry,  who  alfo  attacked 
the  wood  of  Nidderbichel ;  and,  after  a  contcft  of 
three  hours,  they  were  completely  fuccefsful,  while 
another  demi-brigade  of  infantry  took  pofieflion  of 
the  woods  near  Otterfdorff.  In  this  manner  both 
wings  of  the  Auftrian  army  being  almoft  furrounded, 
were  under  the  neceflity  of  feeking  fhelter  by  re- 
pairing the  Murg.  On  this  occafion  the  French 
made  1,300  prifoners,  but  their  own  lofs,  in  all  pro- 
bability, was  more   considerable,   as  the  Auftrians, 
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from  their  pofition,  could   act  with  much  greater , 
advantage. 

General  Moreau  gave  orders  to  General  St.  Cyr, 
who  commanded  the  centre,  to  turn  the  left  wing  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  and  attack  their  pofts  at  the 
fource  of  the  Elbe,  while  Defaix  was  charged  to 
engage  the  Imperial  forces  between  the  mountains 
and  the  Rhine.  General  Taponier,  with  a  fmall  de- 
tachment, crofled  the  mountains,  being  inftructed  to 
pafs  the  river  Emms,  with  a  view  to  turn  the  right 
wing  of  the  enemy,  by  marching  forward  to  Wid- 
bad.  The  Auftrians  gallantly  defended  their  po- 
fition at  Frauenalb  and  Herrnalb,  repulfing  the 
French  four  different  times ;  but  at  the  fifth  aflaulr, 
their  corps  of  referve  was  completely  routed,  with 
the  lofs  of  1,100  taken  prifoners,  and  an  almoft  in- 
calculable number  of  killed  and  wounded. 

General  Defaix  commenced  his  operations  with 
the  left  wing,  by  an  attack  on  the  village  of  Malfch, 
where  he  fought  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  ten  at 
night,  when  he  took  pofltffion  of  the  village,  and 
made  500  prifoners.  The  Imperial  army  was  check- 
ed by  the  cavalry  and  light  artillery  under  Suzanne 
and  Delmas,  ftationed  between  Muchenturn  and  Ett- 
lingen,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  Prince 
Charles,  who  headed  them  in  perfon. 

The  aftonifhing  fuccefs  of  the  Republicans  this 
day  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
Combined  Powers,  as  it  deftroyed  the  whole  plan  of 
the  campaign.  The  Archduke  deGgned  to  have  en- 
gaged Moreau  on  the  10th;  to  effect  which,  the 
Saxons  had  received  orders  to  approach  the  plain  by 
the  way  of  Baden  (in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort 
Louis)  and  the  valley  of  Capel,  fix  leagues  to  the 
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rear  of  the  Republican  army  ;  but  his  late  defeat 
rendered  the  execution  of  his  plan  impoflible,  al- 
though the  hope  of  its  final  accompliflimeut  had 
induced  him  to  make  a  facrifice  of  the  whole  terri- 
tories on  the  Lower  Rhine.  General  St.  Cyr  pro- 
ceeded on  the  10th  to  Nuenburg,  and  the  Au- 
ltrians  abandoned  Ettlingen,  Durlach,and  Carlfruhe, 
in  the  greateft  hurry  and  confufion,  and  retreated 
to  a  pofition  behind  Pfortzheim. 

The  right  wing  of  the  Republican  army  pro- 
ceeded on  the  1 2th,  to  the  plains  of  the  Maine;  and 
the  left,  after  effecting  the  paflage  of  the  Nidda,  took 
its  ltation  before  Frankfort.  The  magiftrates,  re- 
ceived a  fummons  to  furrender,  which  was  ftrenu- 
oufly  oppofed  by  the  Auftrian  garrifon.  The  French 
commenced  a  bombardment,  when  feveral  parts  of 
the  city  being  fuddenly  in  flames,  the  garrifon  agreed 
to  furrender,  and  the  Republicans,  on  the  enfuing 
morning,  entered  in  triumph.  Wartenfleben  has 
been  cenfured  for  his  obftinacy  in  refilling  to  fur- 
render, becaufe  it  was  abfurd  in  him  to  reckon  on 
the  ditch  by  which  it  was  furrounded,  fince  the  fmall 
extent  of  the  city  rendered  it  incapable  of  repelling 
a  formidable  enemy  for  any  length  of  time.  Ge- 
neral Kleber  had  difpatched  three  engines,  and  150 
men,  unarmed,  to  extinguifh  the  flames ;  but  they 
were  not  granted  permiihon  to  enter  the  city,  which 
fhews  the  ill  opinion  the  citizens  of  Frankfort  had 
formed  of  the  French. 

While  the  Archduke  Charles  retreated  towards 
Pfortzheim,  he  was  eagerly  purfued  by  the  Republi- 
cans; and,  upon  receiving  information  that  the  French 
intended  to  cut  off  his  communication  with  General 
Frolich  and  the  Prince  of  Condt-,  who  were  on  their 
march  to  Stutgard,  the  Archduke  deemed  it  expedient 
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to  abandon  his  pofition  on  the  14th,  and  retire  to  Va- 
hingen.  Moreau  ftationed  fome  troops  at  Bruchlal,  to 
boferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy  in  Fhilipfburg  and 
Manheim,  and  to  facilitate  the  procuring  of  fupplies. 
General  St.  Cyr,   after  an  obftinate    conflict,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  driving  the  Anftrians  from  Stiugard.     His 
next  object  was  to  oblige  them  to  abandon  their  polls 
in  the  rear  of  that  town:  the  attack  commenced  at 
four  in   the  afternoon,  being  directed  with  uncom- 
mon feverity  againft  General  Baillet,  and  Prince  John 
of  Lichtenfiein.  The  former  of  thefe  officers  defended 
himfdf  mqlt  gallantly  till  the  evening  ;  when,  as  the 
Republicans  were  enabled  to  occupy  the  ground  on 
•the  right  flank  of  the  Prince  of  Lichtenfiein,  the  in- 
ceflant  fire  of  their  mufketry  crofled  in  their  ranks. 
Orders  were  accordingly  difpatched  to  General  De- 
vay,  then  upon  his  march,  to  come  forward  with  the 
utmoft  difpaich:   he  arrived  at  the  moment  when 
the  troops  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of  Lich- 
tenfiein were  in  the  moft  imminent  danger  of  being 
totally  deftroyed,  and  fuccecded  in  compelling  the 
Republicans  to  retire.     The  Prince  gallantly  effecled 
the  paflage  of  the  Neckar  on  the  19th,  and  encamped 
his  troops  at  Felbach,  that  he  might  thereby  be  ena- 
bled to  keep  up  a  communication  with  Ulm,  without 
experiencing  any  important  oppofition. 

The  troops  furnifhed  by  the  circle  of  Suabia,  aban- 
doned their  pofition  at  Sultz,  upon  the  Neckar,  and, 
taking  fhelter  behind  Hechingen,  the  combined  forces 
of  Conde  and  Frolich  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  Ge- 
neral Defaix  reached  Ludwiglberg  on  the  21ft,  and 
obliged  the  Auftrians  to  evacuate  the  left  bank  of 
the  Neckar,  which  the  French,  on  the  enfuing  day, 
endeavoured  to  crofs,  but  without  effecL    The  Arch- 
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duke  retreated  flowly  towards  Nordlingen,  and  Ge- 
neral Frolich  proceeded  to  Biberach  on  the  29th  of 
the  preceding  month,  and  difarmed  the  corps  from 
Saabia,  who  had  previoufly  concluded  an  armiftice 
with  the  Republican  General. 

The  Archduke  proceeded,  on  the  9th  of  Auguff, 
with  the  principal  part  of  his  army,  from  Nordlin- 
gen, croffing  the  Eger  with  a  view  to  guard  the  roads 
to  Donawerth.  His  center  was  ftationed  at  Mettin- 
gen,  or  Oettingen,  as  his  head  quarters;  the  right 
wing  of  his  army  at  Allerfheim  and  the  left  near  Ho- 
henaltheim.  The  Republicans  fucceeded  in  compel- 
ling General  Hotze  to  abandon  his  pofition  on  the 
8th,  but  their  attempts  againft  General  Riefe  were 
defeated :  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  retiring  to  Monnheim,  where  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  was  apprifed  of  the  critical  fituation  of  Warten- 
fleben,  who  durft  not  venture  to  hazard  an  engage- 
ment with  General  Jourdan,  to  which  it  appeared  to 
be  the  defign  of  the  Republican  commander  to  force 
him,  ifpoffible.  General  Mbreau  arrived  on  the  9th, 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  centre,  and,  next  day,  marched 
a  great  part  of  h:s  army  into  the  woods,  in  front  of 
him,  and  came  to  an  engagement  with  the  left  wing 
of  the  army  of  General  Hotze,  which  they  combated 
with  the  utmoft  fury  and  defperation,  obliging  his 
advanced  polls  to  give  way.  On  the  1  ith  the  Arch- 
duke made  very  formidable  preparations  for  a  general 
attack  on  the  Republicans ;  his  principal  army  was  in 
three  columns,  or  divifions,  the  center  being  com- 
manded by  the  Prince  of  Furftenberg,  the  right  wing 
by  General  Hotze,  and;  the  left  by  La  Tour.  The 
center  and  left  had  it  in  charge  to  engage  the  fame^ 
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divifions  of  the  Republican  army,  while  the  divifion 
under  the  command  of  General  Riefe  repulfed  them 
in   the  vicinity   of  Laningen,   continuing  its   route 
towards  Giengen  and  Haydenheim,  with  a  view  to 
reach  the  rear  of  Moreau's  ftation.     In  the  mean, 
time  it  was  determined  that  a  ftrong  advanced  guard 
fliould   manceuvre  on  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
army,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  abandon  the  heights 
of  Umenheim.     The  battle  commenced  on  the  10th, 
at  feven  in  the  morning,  when  the  center  of  the  Au- 
strian army  repulfed  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Re- 
publicans; but  the  divifion  which  proceeded  towards 
Umenheim  being  attacked  in  flank,  by  tie  referve  of 
General  Moreau,  was  under  the  necflity  of  retiring. 
By  this  retreat,  the  right  flank-  of  General  Hotze  bting 
expofed,  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  falling  back  to 
Forcheim;  but  the  Prince  of  Furfleuberg  and  Gene- 
ral La  Tour  were  enabled  to  maintain  the  advantages 
they  had  acquired :  the  conflict  was  truly  dcfperate, 
and  continued  Seventeen  hours;   but,  at  the  moment 
when  the  Archduke  was  occupied  in  Strengthening 
his  right  wing,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  it  again 
into  a&ion,  he  received  the  difagreeable  intelligence 
that  Wartenfleben  had  been  obliged  to  retreat  towards 
Amberg,  and   that  a  divifion  of  General  Jotirdan's 
army  had  reached  Nurnberg,  with  the  manifeft  inten- 
tion of  uniting  its  Strength  to  the  forces  under  Ge- 
neral Moreau  :  this  made  his  Royal  Highnefs  con- 
clude, that,  although  he  might,  perhaps,  be  victorious 
in  this  quarter,  he  might,  ultimately,  be  compelled  to 
retreat  to  Donaworth,  and,  if  he  fliould  be  finally  de- 
feated, the  confequences   might  be  alarming.     He, 
therefore,  reluctantly,  determined  to  decline  an  at- 
tack, although  General  Riefe  had  proceeded  SucceSs. 
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fully  to  Haydenheim,  by  obliging  the  French  Etat- 
Major-general  to  retreat  to  Konigfbron,  and  had 
gained  poffeffion  of  four  leagues  of 'country  in  the 
rear  of  the  French  army.  The.  hoftile  armies  conti- 
nued in  a  ftate  of  inactivity  during  the  night,  but,  at 
the  approach  of  day,  the  Auftrians  began  their  retreat 
towards  Donawert.  In  this  affair  the  lo/s,  of  the  IrriT 
perialifts  was  1,500  men,  and  that  of  the  Republicans 
2,000  killed  and  wounded,  1,200  prifoners,  four  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  a  number  of  ammunition  waggons. 

The  Archduke  arrived  at  Donawerth  on  the  1 3f h, 
with  the  principal  part  of  his  army,  where  he  received 
the  united  force  of  Generals  Hotze  and  Riefe.  On 
the  fame  day  General  Ferinot  had  a  fierce  engagement 
with  the  troops  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  at  Kamlach,  in  which  he  defeated  his  Fligh- 
nefs  with  very  confiderable  lofs,  the  corps  of  noble 
chaileurs  oeing  almoft  wholly  cut  to  pieces.  Thefe 
reveries  obliged  Prince  Charles  to  pafs  the  Danube 
at  Donawerth,  and  encamp  his  army  at  Rain,  behind 
the  Acha,  eight  miles  Eaft-fouth-eaft  of  Donawerth. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Republican  General  brought 
his  troops  from  the  banks  of  the  Rednitz  to  Dillin- 
gen  and  Laningen,  there  to  pafs  the  liver  Danube,  as 
the  Auftrians  had  rendered  it  impracticable  to  crofsat 
any  other  place,  having  broken  down  all  the  other 
bridges,  and  burnt  the  one  at  Donawerth.  Mean- 
while General  Ferinot  took  the  route  to  Bregantz, 
where  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  feize  on  a  number 
of  mortars,  one  howitzer,  22  pieces  of  cannon,  40 
large  barges,  and  40,000  fa<  ks  or  oats,  tiour,  and 
barley:  by  thefe  wonderful  movements  the  Republi- 
cans were  enabled  to  efiablifh  a  communication  be- 
tween the  armies  of  the    Sairbre  ana  Meufe,  the 
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Rhine  and  Mofelle^  and  the  army  of  Italy,  under  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte 

The  fituation  of  the  Archduke,  which  was  now 
rendered  critical  in  the  extreme,  determined  him  to 
march  to  the  relief  of  Wartenfleben,  whom  Jourdart 
had  puifued  almoft  to  Ratilbon  ;  Warteufleben,  how- 
ever, retreated  towards  Wurtzburg.  On  the  24th, 
the  garrifon  of  Koeningftien  furrendered  by  capitula- 
tion: here  the  viftors  found  no  lefs  than  159  pieces 
of  cannon,  12  mortars  of  iron  and  brafs,  5,000  muf" 
kets,  1,500,000  of  mufket  cartridges,  a  vait  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder,  and  20,000  pounds  of  cahViron. 

Schweinfurth  furrendered  to  the  Republicans  on? 
the  2-2d;  and,  four  days  after,  they  took  poileffion  of 
the  town  and  garrifon  of  of  Wurtzburg.  General 
Championnet  got  pofleffion  of  a  number  of  cannon 
on  the  Maine,  as  well  as  howitzers  and  baggage 
■waggons;  and  45  boats  laden  with  hay  and  oats, 
valued  at  1,000,000  of  livres,  were  taken  by  General 
Bernadotte.  On  the  Tauber  the  Auflrians  were  like- 
wife  under  the  neceffity  of  relinquishing  4,000  facks 
of  oats;  and,  fince  they  eroded  the  Lahn,  nearly 
3, 000  deferters  reached  the  head-quarters  of  ihe  Re- 
publican army. 

General  Warteufleben  retreated  towards  the  Da- 
nube by  the  way  of  Bamberg,  being  clofely  purfued 
by  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meuie,  under  the 
command  of  General  Kleber,  exceiiive  fatigue  and 
anxiety  having  rendered  General  Jourdan  unable  to 
command.  A  defperate  battle  was  fought  on  the 
6th  of  Augulr,  between  the  forces  of  General  Le- 
frbvre,  and  a  detachment  of  Auflrians  encamped  at 
Altendorf;  while  Olivier  was  engaged  with  another 
corps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rauch-Eberach,  {qvcii 
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miles  fouth  of  Bamberg,  General  Kltber  determined 
to  attack  them  on  the  8th,  while  Rationed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rednitz,  between  Ebermanftadt  and 
Hochftadt,  to  effect  which  he  gave  orders  to  Ge- 
neral Lefebvre  to  march  to  the  Wefent  river,  who 
fucceeded  in  forcing  the  Auftrians  to  abandon  Eber- 
manftadt. Colaud  engaged  the  Auftrians  before 
Forcheim,  compelled  them  to  enter  Bamberg,  and 
immediately  fending  a  fummons  to  the  commander 
to  furrender,  a  capitulation  was  agreed  to.  Seventy 
pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  with  a  large  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Republicans. 

The  villages  on  both  banks  of  the  river  Lauff,  or 
Pegnitz,  were  occupied  by  infantry  fio.u  Hungary,. 
and  defended  by  a  numerous  artillery,  planted  on  thp 
heights.  The  Auftrians  difputed  every  inch  of  ground, 
and  fome  of  thele  ports  were  three  times  taktn,  and 
as  frequently  relinquifhed.  At  length  the  French 
confined  themfelves  entirely  to  the  ufe  of  the  bay- 
onet, and  the  Imperialifts  were  put  to  flight,  after 
fuftaining  a  very  confiderable  lofs.  General  Kray 
was  forced  to  retreat  under  the  cover  of  artillery,  and 
to  crofs  the  Rednitz,  by  the  way  of  Nurnberg;  he 
was  hotly  purfued  by  the  Republican  army,  under 
the  command  of  General  Jourdan,  the  removal  of 
his  late  indifpofition  having  enabled  him  to  head  it 
in  perfon.  General  Ney  took  Rotenburg,  with  42 
pieces  of  cannon,  five  mortars,  four  howitzers,  and 
about  40  quintals  of  powder  ;  about  150  tons  of 
flour,  on  the  way  from  Nurnberg,  alfo  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Republicans. 

The  rapid  progrefs  and  numerous  victories  of  the 
French,  gave  great  uneafiuels  and  terror  to  the  court 
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of  Vienna,  as  every  day  was  more  calamitous  than 
that  which  preceded  it,  and  the  very  throne  of  Ger- 
many feemed  tottering  to  its  bafis.  The  fpeedy  de- 
struction of  his  armies  in  Italy,  and  the  alarming  pro- 
grefs  of  Jourdan  and  Moreau,  had  made  a  very  flrong. 
impreffion  on  the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  whofe  go- 
vernment now  feemed  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of  France ; 
yet  was  that  unfortunate  Prince  doomed  to  witnefs 
ftill  further  difafters  In  the  degradation  of  the  Princes 
of  the  empire,  who  now  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
making  peace  on  any  terms. 

An  armiftice  was  concluded  on  the  19th  of  July 
between  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  General  Mo- 
reau, on  the  part  of  the  French  Republic ;  and  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
guft  between  the  Duke  and  France,,  whkh  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Directory,  and  was  ratified 
by  the  legiflative  body.  By  virtue  of  this  treaty  the 
Republicans  got  pofieflion  of  all  his  rights  and  re- 
venues on  the  left  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  his  Serene 
Highnefs  engaged  to  banifli  from  his  territories  all 
Emigrants  and  exiled  priefts. 

An  armiftice  was  alfo  concluded  between  France, 
and  the  circle  of  Suabia,  on  the  2.7th  of  July,  by 
which  it  agreed  to  furnifh  the  Republic  with 
12,000,000  of  livres  in  two  months  and  a  half, 
8,400  horfes,  5,000  oxen,  100,000  quintals  of  wheat, 
50,000  quintals  of  rye,  100,000  facks  of  oats,  a 
large  quantity  of  hay,  and  100,000  pair  of  flioes. 
The  example  of  Suabia  was  followed  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  Baden,  who  ceded  to  the  Republicans  his 
poiTeffions  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  paid 
a  liberal  contribution.  A  treaty  of  peace  between 
him  and  France,  was  finally  ratified  at  Paris  on  the 
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22<3  of  Auguft.  The  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  fent  am- 
bafladors  to  treat  with  General  Moreau,  while  the 
Diet  of  Ratiibon  gave  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm, 
by  refolving  again  to  lay  before  his  Imperial  ma- 
jefty  its  ardent  wifhes  for  a  general  pacification. 
The  Republic,  however,  did  not  grant  an  armiftice 
to  either  of  thefe  ftates,  without  receiving  very  va- 
luable confiderations  for  the  moft  trifling  concemons. 
Money  to  reward  the  French  foldiers  for  their  fuc- 
cefTes,  or  to  confole  them  for  their  dilafters,  and 
provifious  and  clothing,  were  always  ftipulated  for ; 
and  no  neutrality,  no  truce,  no  peace,  could  be  ob- 
tained by  the  weaker  powers,  without  heavy  con- 
tributions of  this  nature. 


^ 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Continuation  of  the  Campaign  in  Ger- 
many.—  Excefpxe  Demands   of  Jourdan  on  the  Circle 
cf   Franconia.—The   Archduke  J?  ill  retreats,    an  J  the 
French  follow  up  their  Advantages.— Auflrians  defeated  at 
Sultzbach. — General  Kray  defeated  by  Jourdan  at  Wolf- 
fian, after  a  mojl  gallant  Defence. — Bernadotte 's  Army 
comfit  Fed  to  retreat  .—Jourdan    comfiellcd  to    retreat  by 
the  Archduke,  after  dreadful  Conjlicls. — Kleber  retreats. 
—Morean  crojfes  the  Lech,  and  defeats  the 'Aufirtans  in  fe- 
deral Engagements. — Jourdan    continues    retreating ;   is 
followed  by  the  Auf.rians,  and  driven  to  Wurtzburgh.— 
The  French  forced  to  retreat  from  the  Lahn  to  Sieg.— 
Death  if  the    French  General  Marceau. — Military  Ho- 
nours fiaid   to  his  Memory,   by  both    the  Aufrian  and 
French  Armies. 

J.  HE  contributions  levied  by  General  Moreau,  were 
very  exceffive,  but  Jourdan  was  infinitely  more  ex- 
travagant in  his  demands  on  the  Deputies  of  Fran- 
conia,  with  whom  General  Ernouf,  on  the  behalf  of 
General  Jourdan,  concluded  an  armiftice.     The  Cir- 
cle was  to  pay  6,000,000  of  livres  to  the  Republic, 
and  furnifh  neceflaries  for  the  army,  to  the  amount 
of  2,000,000   more ;  all  which  was  to  be  paid  in 
the  fpace  of  45  days.     In   a  fliort  time  after,  the 
Deputies  were  confounded  at  the  contents  of  a  letter 
they  received   from  General  Ernouf,  intimating  that 
the  bufinrfs   of  the    armiftice  was  contrary   to  the 
fentiments  of  the"  Commancier  in  Chief,  who,  there- 
fore, declared  it  null  and  void ;  and  when  Jourdan 
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was  requeued  to  "explain  his  defigns,  be  refufed  to 
return  any  fatisfactory  anfwer. 

A  fenfe  of  danger  feemed  to  infpire  the  cabinet 
of  Vienna  wi  h  a  degree  of  energy   fuitable  to  the 
occafion,  and,  inftead  of  continuing  to  eke  out  their 
refources,  as  if  to  render  them  fufnciently  durable,  it 
now  began  to  collect  and  combine  them,  with  a  view 
to  render  them  fufnciently  powerful.   The  Archduke, 
after  being  obliged  to  abandon  Donawerth,   had  oc- 
cupied a  very  ftrong  pofition  behind  the  Lech,  where 
it  joins  the  Danube,  but  receiving  information  that  a 
divifion  of  the  Republicans,  under  General  Berna- 
dotte,  was  on  its  march  towards  Ratiibon,  while  the 
main  body  of  Jourdan's  army  was  directly  in  front 
of  Wartenfleben,    his    Royal    Highnefs    marched 
along  the  right  bank  of  (he  Danube,  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  forces,  leaving  General  La  Tour  to  watch 
the  motions  of  Moreau,  while  he  himfelf  defigned 
to  pafs  the  river  at  Ingolftadt,  to  aft  againft  the  right 
fUnk  of  Jourdan,  at  which   time  General  Warten- 
fleben was  to  engage  him  in  front;  he  accordingly 
effefted  the  paflage  of  the  Danube  on  the  17th,  both 
at  Neuburg  and  Ingolftadt,  in  which  laft  fortrefs  he 
placed  a  very  ftrong  garifon,   not  only  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  protecting  his.own  rear,  but  alfo  for  annoying 
the  left  flank  of  General  Moreau,  fiiould  he  put  in 
execution  his  probable  intention  of  marching  to  Ra- 
tiibon and  Landfhut. 

General  Jourdan,  on  the  17th,  gave  orders  to  Le- 
febvre,  who  commanded  the  left  of  his  army,  to  en- 
gage the  right  flank  of  the  Auftrians,  encamped  at 
Sultzbach,  on  the  heights  of  which  a  large  body  of 
troops,  with  a  powerful  train  of  artillery,  had  been 
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Rationed  by  General  Wartenfleben.  liefebvre  wm 
fuccefsful  in  obliging  the  enemy  to  abandon  the 
heights,  after. a  gallant  refiftance.  The  Republican 
centre  was  charged  with  the  attack  on  the  enemy's 
front  before  Sultzbach,  and  Gfeneral  Ney,  to  faci- 
litate the  accomplifhment  of  this  object,  marched 
with  the  vanguard  from  Herfpruck  towards  Sultz> 
bach,  by  the  only  road  that  was  practicable  for  the 
conveyance  of  artillery.  The  diftance  between  the 
two  places  was  2.2  miles,  the  whole  road  being  flank- 
ed by  lofty  mountains,  which  enabled  the  Impe- 
rialifts  to  do  incredible  mifchief  to  the  Republicans. 

in  this  critical  fituation,  General  Ney  gave  order* 
to  attack  the  woods  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
while  his  right  wing,  in  order  to  deceive  the  Au- 
ftrians  as  to  the  ultimate  point  of  attack,  was  or- 
dered to  afcend  the  hill.  The  Imperialifis,  under 
the  command  of  General  Hohenlohe,  commenced  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  woods,  but  the  French  troops  en- 
tering it,  the  Auftriaos,  not  being  able  to  refift,  left 
them  the  pofleflion  of  the  wood.  General  Jourdan, 
changing  his  pofition,  ordered  General  Colaud's  di- 
vifion  to  fnpport  his  vanguard,  who,  with  the  Ge- 
nerals Ney  and  Grenier,  enabled  the  right  wing 
of  the  Republican  army  ;  to  turn  the  left  of  the  Au- 
ftrians,  end  obliged  them  to  retreat  to  Sultzbacii, 
their  ftrongeft,  though  only  remaining,  pofition. 

Sultzbach,  defended  by  a  rock,  ovtrflir.dowed 
with  trees,  being  wholly  inaccefiible  m  front,  the 
fkirts  of  it  were  defended  by  artillery  and  infantry. 
A  fmall  plain  to  the  left  of  the  rock,  being  fur- 
rounded  with  woods,  the  pofition  of  the  Republican 
troops  prevented  their  reaching  it,  except  through  a 
narrow  defile.    As  it  did  not  occur  to  the  Auiliians 


(  I 


//,•//,'/)'/   /<>'//',/,/// 


Ttib.  to  "KJonu .  ' 


NWPOLEOW    BUOWAPARTE.  127 

that  their  left  was  in  any  danger,  they  negle&ed  to 
take  pofleffion  of  a  hamlet,  environed  with  trees  and 
hedges,  as  well  as  of  that  part  of  the  wood  which 
was  fituated  beyond  the  plain.     Thefe  blunders  did 
not  efcape  General  Jourdan,  who  gave  orders  to  Ge- 
neral Ney  to  occupy  the  hamlet  with  a  body  of  light 
infantry,  and  Grenier  was- charged  to  get  poflefiion 
of  the  border  of  the  wood  at  the  head  of  a  brigade. 
The  Auftrians  becoming  acquainted  with  thefe  ma- 
noeuvres, attempted  to  recover  the  wood,  but  Ge- 
ral  Grenier,   by  a  fmart  fire,  compelled  them  to  fall 
back  towards  the  rock.     The  plain  being  in  the  pof- 
ieffion  of  the  Republicans,  they  were  thus  enabled 
to  commence  a  heavy  cannonading  againft  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy. 

The  grenadiers  made  repeated  efforts  to  fcale  the 
rock,  being  fcreened  from  the  fire  of  the  Auftrians 
by  its  numerous  projections ;  but  the  pieces  of  the 
rock,  on  which  they  laid  hold  in  climbing,  continually 
gave  way.     The  heights  to  the  left  were  at  length 
reached  by  General  Lefebvre,  where  the  enemy  con- 
tinued to  fight  with  the  molt  determined  bravery  and 
perfeverance.     The  darknefs  of  the  night  was  ren- 
dered doubly  horrible  by  the  vivid  flafhes  and  tre- 
mendous roar  of  artillery.     Some  light  troops,  fta- 
tioned  on  the  glacis  of  Sultzbach,  could   not  be  at- 
tacked by  the  Republicans,  their  fituation  being  in- 
accefiible.     The  troops,    by  which  the,  rock  was  de- 
fended, retreated  during  the  night,  which  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  Lefebvre  to  purfue  them ;  but,   as 
he  had  now  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  heights,  the 
forces  could  eafily  encamp  on  the  field  of  battle. 

In    the  mean   time,   Championnet  and  Booneau, 
vvhofe  inftruclions  were  to  proceed  towards  Poperg 
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and  Leinfkld,  preiled  on  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
army  to  Amberg,  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  Au- 
ftrian  troops  Rationed  in  that  quarter,  which  came  up 
with  the  enemy  on  the  heights  of  Poperg.  They 
were  immediately  engaged  by  Championnet  and 
Bonneau,  who  compelled  them  to  retreat  to  Am- 
berg, after  an  obftinate  engagement,  which  lafted 
for  12  hours.  General  Wartenfleben  remo\eJ  his 
head  quarters,  during  the  night,  towards  Schwart- 
zenfeld,  behind  the  Nab  ;  and,  on  the  enfuing  day, 
the  divifion  under  the  command  of  General  Grenier, 
marched  to  Amberg,  and  compelled  the  Auftrians  to 
recrofs  the  Wils,  one  of  the  feeders  of  the  Nab.  In  this 
engagement  the  Auftrians  are  fuppofed  to  have  loft  900 
killed  and  wounded,  and  200  prifoners  ;  but  the  lofs 
of  the  French  was  much  above  this  number. 

No  fooner  had  the  French  General  reconnoitred 
the  position  of  the  Auftrians,  than  he  again  made 
preparations  to  bring  them  to  another  engagement : 
but  Jourdan  foon  difcovered  the  impracticability  of 
forcing  this  pofition,  while  his  riflemen  proceeded 
into  the  plain,  between  the  heights  and  the  woods, 
taken  pofleflion  of  by  the  Auftrians,  while  the  light 
artillery,  in  rapid  fucceffion,  were  Rationed  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  woods.  So  advantageoufly  were 
the  Auftrians  fhuated,  that,  with  the  greateft  facility, 
they  were  enabled  to  watch  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
Republican  line,  when  they  alfo  perceived  the  prac- 
ticability of  gaining  the  road  to  Amberg  before  the 
Republicans  could  obtain  pofleflion  of  it.  A  con- 
flict, Angularly  bloody,  took  place  between  the  Im- 
perialifts  and  a  corps  of  Republicans,  who  were  de- 
tached to  make  themfeives  maflers  of  the  palTage. 
General  Jourdan  commanded  three  divifions  to  move 
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from  the  centre  to  the  left,  when  the  attack  made  by 
the  Auftrians,  was  at  firft  fo  obftinate  and  terrible 
that  the  Republicans  Were  feveral  times  obliged  to 
give  way,  but  (till  returned  to  the  charge,  with  the 
moft  determined  bravery.  The  Auftrian  columns 
on  the  heights  behind  Wolfftein,  made  preparations 
for  defcending  the  hill,  which  was  firft  attempted 
by  a  numerous  b^dy  of  cavalry,  but  as  the  fecond 
regiment,  of  Republican  dragoons  reached  the  foot  of 
the  hill  before  the  Auftrians  could  accomplifh  their 
defion,  they  prevented  them  from  defcending,  in 
fpite  of  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery.  In  this  fituation, 
General  Kray  came  to  an  engagement  with  Jacopiu, 
but,  after  a  gallant  refiftance,  was  totally  defeated. 
The  Auftrians  now  quitted  the  heights,  for  the  pof- 
fellion  of  which  they  had  fo  ftrenuoufly  contended, 
and  made  good  their  retreat  beyond  the  Nab,  the 
French  refting  in  the  field  of  battle  all  night  upon 
their  arms. 

On  the  18th,  in  the  evening,  Prince  Charles  was 
made  acquainted  with  General  Wartenfleben's  hav- 
ing been  obliged  to  abandon  Amberg,  and  retreat 
acrofs  the  Nab.  Two  days  after  he  reached  Hem- 
ruau,  with  the  right  column  of  his  army,  which 
made  him  matter  of  the  road  to  Ratitbon,  and  ena- 
bled him  to  annoy  the  right  flank  of  General  Jour- 
dan's  army,  which  had  proceeded  towards  the  Nah. 
On  the  22d,  the  Archduke's  advanced  guard  engaged 
the  French  divifion,  under  General  Bernadotte,  who, 
after  leaving  Neumarck,  had  taken  a  pofuion  near 
the  village  of  Teining.  After  an  obftinate  conflict, 
the  Republican  forces  were  compelled  by  the  Au- 
itrian  General  Nauendorf,  to  retreat  to  Neumarck, 
m  3 
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from  which  pofition  he  was  likewife  driven  on  the  en- 
fuing  day,  by  the  whole  forces  of  the  Archduke: 
he  was  accordingly  obliged  to  retreat  to  Nurnberg,  a 
circumftance  which  left  the  right  flank  and  the  rear 
of  General  Jourdan's  army,  completely  expofed;  and 
ihe  military  talents  of  Prince  Charles  enabled  him 
to  profit  by  the  valour  of  his  troops. 

The  combined  armies  of  the   Archduke,  and  Ge- 
neral Wartenfieben,   prefftd  upon  General  Jourdan 
an  the  24th;    the   latter  marching  againft  the  front, 
and  the  former  againft  the  flank  of  his  army  ;  a  move- 
ment which  mult  have  been  followed  by  a  very  def- 
perate  and   decifive  battle,   had  not  the  critical  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Republican    Commander  in  Chief  in- 
duced  him   to   retreat.     Two  battalions   of  his  rear 
guard,   Rationed    in  the  defile  of  Amberg,   for  the 
purpofe  of  fecuring  his  retreat,  were  almoft  wholly 
cut  to  pieces  by  the  Auitrian  cavalry.     On  the  23d 
the  principal  part  of  his  army  retreated  from  Am- 
berg to  Sultzbach,  and  from  that  place  towards  YVil- 
fech.      General   Bernadotte  immediately  evacuated 
Nurnberg,  and,  in  the  utmoft    hafte,   marched  on 
towards  Forcheim,  while  the  forces  of  the  Auftrians 
at  LaufF,  rendered  it  impoflible  for  Jourdan  to  carry 
that  paflage.     General  Kleber  retreated  towards  Peg- 
nitz,  at  which  place  he  received  the  orders  of  Ge- 
neral Jourdan  to  march  dire&ly  forPodenftein,  where 
he.  arrived  about  midnight.     Next  day  the  Repub- 
lican army  took  a  Ration  behind  the  Wefent  river, 
having  Forcheim   on   their  right,  and  their  left  fup- 
ported  by  Ebermanftadt.     The  Archduke,  after  dif- 
patching  Nauendorf  by  the  way  of  Ratiibon,  for  the 
purpofe  of  co-operating  with  General  La  Tour,  to 
threaten  the  left  flank  of  Moreau,  he  continued  his 
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purfuit  of  the  French  Commander  in  Chief.  By 
the  fkilful  movements  and  advances  of  the  Arch- 
duke, Jourdan,  on  the  29th,  found  it  necefiary  to 
abandon  Forcheim,  and  retreat  to  Bamberg,  where 
his  troops  took  pofleifion  of  both  fides  of  the  Red- 
nitz.  He  was  purfued  by  the  Archduke,  but  was 
much  indebted  to  the  fteady  conduct  and  manly  oppo- 
fitionof  his  rear  guard,  by  which  his  retreat  was  well 
covered. 

General  Hotze's  advanced  guard  pufiied  rapidly 
forward  to  Eltman,  to  prevent,  if  pofiible,  the  re- 
treat of  the  .French  by  the  way  of  Schweinfurth  : 
but,  on  the  30th,  the  Republican  baggage  and  artil- 
lery, having  effected  the  paflage  of  the  Maine  at 
Hallltadt,  the  army  were  enabled,  without  much  dif- 
ficulty, to  force  the  pafTage  of  the  river  at  Eltman, 
and  in  the  evening  they  arrived  at  Schweinfurth; 
whilft  Jourdan's  army  took  this  retrograde  move- 
ment, that  of  General  Moreau,  who  was  rtationed 
on  the  Lech,  was  placed  in  great  danger.  General 
La  Tour's  forces,  which  Prince  Charles  had  left  for 
the  purpofe  of  watching  the  motions  of  Moreau, 
were  judicioufly  Rationed,  in  three  detachments,  at 
Rain,  Friedberg,  and  Landfperg,  the  lad-mentioned 
place  being  occupied  by  Emigrants  The  troops  of 
General  Fiolich  proceeded  to  relieve  General  Wolf, 
who  was  confined  at  Wangen,  by  the  Republican 
commander,  Laborde.  To  relieve  General  Jourdan 
from  his  perilous  fituation,  it  was  neceffary  to  crofs 
the  Lech,  and  either  totally  deftroy,  or  lender  inca- 
pable of  immediate  fervice,  one  of  the  Auftrian 
corps:  it  was,  therefore,  determined  on  by  Moreau, 
to  engage  the  troops  commanded  by  La  Tour  at 
Freidberg.  The  French  tight  wing  crofi'ed  at  a  ford 
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With  which  their  opponents  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  acquainted,,  elfe  it  would  unqueftionably  have 
been  defended.  The  Republicans  parted  it  with  the 
water  up  to  their  middle,  and  their  mufkets  carried 
above  their  heads;  although  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
was  fo  terrible,  that  vaft  numbers  of  them  were  violently 
hurried  away  with  it,  and  many  of  them  loft  their  live*. 
On  reaching  the  oppofite  banks,  the  General  took 
the  route  towards  Knifing,  reaching  the  heights  on 
his  way  to  Moringen,  the  Auftrians,  on  being  ap- 
prifed  of  this  movement,  fent  a  number  of  fquadrons 
from  Friedbcrg  to  oppofe  the  Republicans,  but  they 
were  defeated.  The  bank  oppofite  to  the  centre  of 
the  French  army  was  entirely  taken  up  by  the  infan- 
try and  artillery  belonging  to  the  Imperialifts ;  and 
the  defenders  of  the  bridge  were  obliged  to  defift 
from  firing  by  the  fuperior  thunder  of  General  St. 
Cyr's  artillery,  when  a  diviiion  of  his  troops,  com- 
manded by  Laroche,  forded  the  river  at  two  different 
places,  repulfed  the  Auftrians  from  the  village  of 
Lech-haufen,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  wood3 
along  the  borders  of  the  Lech,  and  took  five  pieces 
of  cannon.  On  the  reparation  of  the  bridges,  the 
whole  of  St.  Cyr's  forces  crofted  the  river,  and  an 
attack  on  the  camp  of  Friedberg  immediately  com- 
menced. The  Republican  advanced  guard  took  the 
route  towards  Munich,  under  General  Abatucci,  the 
defign  of  which  movement,  was  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  the  Auftrians  in  that  direction,  fhould  they  conceive 
the  defign  of  attempting  it.  St.  Cyr  engaged  them  in 
front,  and  the  remainder  of  Ferinot's  forces  proceeded 
to  attack  them  in  flank,  but  the  Auftrians  retreated, 
and  were  fignaily  defeated :  they  loft  in  this  action 
about  1,500  prifoners,    17  piecei  of  cannon,  two 
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ttandards,  and  40  officers.  As  foon  as  the  French 
etfeded  the  pailage  of  the  Lech  their  right  wing 
marched  to  Dachau,  the  left  and  centre  towards  the 
river  Danube ;  a  fituation  which  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  to  proceed  with  the  greateff.  circumfpe&ion,  as 
La  Tour's  diviiion  was  oppofite  to  Munich,  that  of 
Mercantin  was  ftationed  at  Landfhut,  and  the  divi- 
iion of  the  Archduke  at  Ingolftadt,  poffeffed  of  the 
bridge  and  the  town,  as  well  as  the  banks  of  the  Da- 
nube, and  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  fend  the  other 
Generals  considerable  reinforcements. 

General  Moreau  endeavoured  to  gain  intelligence, 
by  reconnoitring  parties,  of  the  movements  of  the" 
Auftrians  along  the  Danube  ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  melancholy  re- 
verfes  which  had  been  experienced  by  General  Jour- 
dan.  General  Defaix  received  orders  to  attack  the 
enemy  at  Ingolftadt,  on  the  1  ft  of  September,  and 
compel  them  to  demolifh  the  bridge  there;  General 
Ferinot  took  the  route  to  Munich,  and  the  advanced 
guard  of  St.  Cyr  proceeded  towards  Freifengen.  The 
outpofts  of  the  Republicans  left  were  attacked  by 
the  enemy  at  day-break,  when  La  Tour  was  rein- 
forced by  ftrong  detachments  from  the  army  of  the 
Prince  under  General  Nauendorf,  who,  on  his  march, 
defeated  the  French,  ftationed  at  GeifTenteld,  and 
obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  an  Adjacent  wood.  This 
was  fucceeded  by  a  defperate  conflict,  when  the  Re- 
publicans, reinforced  by  their  companions  in  arms, 
who  were  proceeding  towards  Ingolftadt  and  the 
Danube,  were  enabled  to  repulfe  La  Tour,  with  con- 
siderable lofs. 

In  the  mean  time,  an  officer  was  difpatched  to  ac- 
quaint the  Commander  in  Chief  with  the  prefentpoi- 
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ture  of  affairs,  but  he  loft  his  way,  and  the  centre 
and  iight  of  Moreau's  army  were  not  engaged :  the 
UTue  of  the  campaign  might  have  been  very  diffe- 
rent had  Moreau  been  apprifed  of  the  action  in 
proper  time  to  bring  his  forces,  into  the  field.  The 
Auftrians,  in  this  action,  loft  about  1,500  in  killed 
and  wounded,.  500  prifoners,.  many  valuable  maga- 
zines, 28,000  facks  of  grain  and  oats,  and  1,500 
tons  of  flour.  General  St.  Cyr,'on  the  3d,  fent  a 
body  of  troops  to  get  pofleffion  of  the  bridge  at  Frei- 
fengen,  which  the  Auftrians  were  endeavouring  to  - 
deftroy,  and  the  Republicans  affailed  them  with  fuch- 
determined  intrepidity  that  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
treat without  ac co mp liihing  their  defign.  A  fimilar 
attack  on  the  bridge  at  Munich  was  gallantly  re- 
filled, by  the  Prince  of  Furftenberg,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  but  the  French,  at  length,  fucceeded 
in  carrying  it. 

The  late  fuccefles  of  the  Auftrians  againft  General 
Jourdan,  revived  the  courage  of  the  garrifon  of  Phi- 
Hpfburg.  On  receiving  confiderablfc  reinforcements 
from  Manheim,  and  being  joined  by  4,000  of  the 
peafantry  in  arms,  they  proceeded,  on  the  4th  of 
September,  to  engage  a  body  ef  Republicans,  fta- 
tioned  at  Bruchfal ;  but  the  nature  of  their  plan 
was  penetrated  by  the  French  General,  he  inftanily 
attacked  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  when  the 
troops  from  the  garrifon  were  driven  back  under  the- 
guns  of  Philipfburg,  thofe  from  Manheim  retreated 
as  faft  as  their  horfes  would  carry  them,  and  the  pea- 
fantry were  almoft  wholly  cut  to  pieces. 

General  Moreau  did  not  abandon  his  pofition  on 
the  banks  of  the  Iter  ttli  the  10th,  before  which  pe- 
riod   a    number  of  lkirmifhes  and   petty    eng?ge- 
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merits  took  place,  between  his  army  and  the  Impe- 
rial troops.  But  it  is  now  time  to  return  to  the  ai  my 
•of  the  Sambpe  and  Meuie. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft,   General  Jourdan  arrived 
at   Schweinfurth,   whither  he  had    found  means  to 
retreat  by  forced  marches.     Prince  Charles  reached 
<Bambcrg  on  the  gift,  having  ■crofled  the  Maine  on 
the  2d  and  3d  of  September,  and  foon  got  polTefiion 
of  Wurtzburg,    to    wh<ch  place  General  Jourdan 
made  every  poflible  exertion  to  arrive  before  them, 
and  was  at   Karbach,  no  more  than  three  leagues 
fro-n  it,  on  the  very  day  it  wds  taken  pofleffion  of  by 
Gtneral  Hotze.     Jourdan  made  a  dreadful  attack  on 
the  advanced  guard  of  General  H<  tze,  but  found  it 
impracticable  to  make  any  important  imprefrton  on 
their  line,  and  returned  in  the  evening  to  his  camp 
at  Hornach.     The  right  wing  of  his  army  reached 
to  the  Maine,  not  far  from  Wurtzburg,  on  a  rifing 
ground,  with  a  deep   river  in  front.     The  firfr  line 
-of  his  centre  divifion  occupied  a  narrow  wood,  ex- 
tending along  the  bottom  of  the  heights,  on  which 
his  fecond  line  was  potted;  and  his  left  wing,  chiefly 
«ompofed  of  cavalry,  occupied  the  plain  in  front  of 
Karbach,  (o  ftationed  as  to  receive  the  affiftancc  of 
the  infantry  in  the  woods,  in  cafe  of  a  furprife,   or 
formidable    from  fuperior  numbers.     The   art;'"rv 
was  planted  along   the  front,  in  the  molt  important 
points,  while  General  Lefebvre,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  road  which  leads  to  Fulda,  was  ftatiored  behind 
♦Schweinfurth,  and  a  fmall  corps  kept  up  his  commu- 
nication with  the  main  body  of  the  army. 

General  Wartenfleben  received  orders  to  pafs  the 
bridge  at  Dettelbach,  and  engage  Jourdan's  centre, 
while  General  Kray  was  charged  with  turning  his 
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left  wing.  The  attack  was  begun  by  the  troop?, 
under  the  command  of  General  Stzarray,  but  the 
Republicans  obliged  him  to  fall  back,  and  even  dif- 
pofTefTed  him  of  his  primary  pofition.  In  the  mean 
time  Wartenfleben  crofted  the  river  with  his  cavalry, 
and  immediately  come  to  action  with  the  left  wing  of 
the  French.  Jourdan  weakened  his  right  wing,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  his  left,  and  thus  put  it  in  the 
power  of  Stzarray  to  refume  his  former  (ration. 
The  left  of  Jourdan's  army  was  repulfed  by  the  Au- 
flrian  cavalry,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge  behind  the 
wood  :  his  left  wing  was  then  impetuoufly  attacked 
by  numbers  fo  prodigioufly  foperior  to  his  own,  and 
Jourdan  again  felt  the  neceffity  of  commencing  a  re- 
treat, and  was  agai n  deftined  to  experience  misfortunes. 
Having  retreated  to  the  Lahn,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
penetrated  the  French  line  at  Li  m  burg,  or  Limpurg, 
and  Dieta,  and  compelled  the  Republicans,  on  the 
enfuing  day,  to  relinquifh  all  their  pofts,  their  centre 
and  left  wing  retreating  towards  the  Sieg,  and  the 
right  towards  Ehrenbreitftein,  taking  refuge  in  Nieu- 
wied,  and  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  after  a  fevere 
engagement  at  Altenkirchen,  in  which  the  French 
were  defeated,  and  obliged  to  relinquifh  all  their 
pofts  in  that  quarter. 

The  retteat  of  the  army  was  committed  to  the 
youthful  and  gallant  General  Marceau,  to  be  covered 
by  him  from  the  affaults  of  the  enemy,  till  the  Repub- 
licans fliould  be  enabled  to  evacuate  the  defiles  of 
Altenkirchen.  Some  French  chaffeurs  being  engaged 
in  a  wood  in  firing  upon  lbme  Auftrian  huflars,  Mar- 
ceau arrived  to  reconnoitre  the  ground,  accompanied 
by  an  officer  and  fome  artillery.  A  Tyrolean  chaf- 
feur,  concealed  behind  a  tree,  recognifed  his  rank, 
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by  the  marks  of  difKndion  upon  his  habit,  and  dis- 
charged a  carbine  at  him,  the  contents  of  which 
puffed  through  his  body.  The  General,  retiring  a 
few  paces,  defcended  from  his  horfe :  he  was  taken 
to  Alte.nkirchen,  and  was  carried  through  the  co- 
lumns by  the  grenadiers.  On  the  day  following,  Al- 
tenkirchen  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's  advanced 
guard;  and  as  foon  as  the  Auftrian  General,  Had- 
dick,  was  informed  of  the  circumftance,  he  fent  the 
wounded  French  General  a  guard  of  fafety,  which 
was  accompanied  by  general.  Kray.  This  ancient 
warrior  could  not  refrain  from  fhedding  tears  g  he 
had  been  oppofed  to  Marceau  for  two  years  pafr ; 
and,,  in  the  midft  of  conflict,  thefe  two  generous 
minds  only  waited  for  the  return  of  peace  to  manifeft 
their  fentiments.  Some  hopes  of  laving  Marceau 
were  ftill  retained,  and  Prince  Charles's  principal 
furgeon  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft,  in  vain.  In 
the  morning  the  fymptoms became  more  dangerous: 
the  General  was  feized  with  a  heavinefs  in  his  head, 
and  expired  about  fix  o'clock.  The  Auftrian  regir 
ments  of  Barco  and  Blankenftein,  who  had  known 
him  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  admired  his  valour 
at  the  head  of  the  French  fquadrons,  difputed  the  ho- 
nour of  paying  him  the  laft  offices;  but  in  this  they 
were  prevented,  as  the  French  officers  attending  him 
had  prevailed  upon  Prince  Charles  to  fuffer  his  re- 
mains to  be  delivered  to  his  brethren  in  arms.  The 
Prince,  at  the  fame  time  requefted,  that  the  Au- 
ftrians  might  be  apprifed  of  the  moment  of  his  inter- 
ment, for  the  purpofe  of  joining  with  the  French  in 
performing  the  laft  military  honours ;  his  body  was 
accordingly  interred  in  the  fortified  camp  at   Co- 
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blentz,  during  the  difcharge  of  the  artillery  of  both 
armies.  ^ 

The  liability  of  the  Republic  was  fecured  by  it? 
military  energies :  military  glory,  therefore,  was  the 
ardent  defire  of  the  people  as  well  as  of  the  armies. 
Marceau  had  eminently  fer\ced  the  Republic  in  the 
field  ;  his  comrades,  and  their  enemies,  equally  ad- 
mired his  bravery,  and  honoured  his  memory,  and  the 
folemnities,  which  the  contending  armies  contributed 
to  heighten,  were  heard  of  at  Paris  with  admiration, 
and  liftened  to  with  enthufiaftic  attention  ;  and  the 
Parifians  fancied  that  the  refpect  which  the  Archduke, 
and  his  army,  paid  to  the  deceafed  Republican  Ge- 
neral, was  an  involuntary  homage  to  the  genius  and 
glory  of  the  Republic. 


* 
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CHAPTER    XI? 

The  French  recrofs  the  Rhine. — Aufirians  defeated  at' 
Mainburg. — R  etre  at  ..of  General  Moreau  .— r 
Operations  during,  the  Retreat. — The  Archduke  defeats 
the  French,  and  takes  Kendringen. — Moreau  effecls  his 
Retreat  to  Huninguen,  and  recrojfts  the  Rhine.— iCehl  be~ 
Jieged,  and  taken  by  the  Aufirians. 

JLHE  Republicans  having  re-crofled  the  Rhine  at 
three  different  places,  the  Archduke  detached  a  con- 
siderable force  to  be  marched  towards  Ukareth  and 
the  Sieg,  taking,  the  route  towards  the  Maine,  with 
the  remaining  part  of  his  forces,  which  river  he 
eroded  on  the  25th,  in  order  to  commence  hofri- 
lities  againft  General  Moreau,  leaving  at  the  fame 
time  a  nimcient  force  between  Mayence,  or  Mentz, 
and  Francfort.  After  the  memorable  defeat  of  Jour- 
dan,-  it  was  manifeft  that  Moreau  could  not  pof- 
fibly  penetrate  farther  into  Bavaria,  nor  continue 
for  any  length  of  time  in  the  places  he  then  occu- 
pied, and  Prince  Charles  was  enabled  to  fend  larger 
reinforcements  to  General  La  Tour,  in  proportion 
as  Jourdan  receded  farther  from  the  Danube  and  the 
Maine.  The  coolnels  ana  military  abilities  of  Mo- 
reau,. had  full  fcope  for  exertion,  and  they  were, 
perhaps,  never  exceeded  on  any  fimilar  occafion. 

An  engagement  took  place  between  the  hoflile  ar- 
mies on  the  7th  of  September,  in  the  vicinity  of  Main- 
burg, when  the  Aufirians  were  defeated  by  the  centre 
of  the  Republican  army,',  and  500  of  them  taken 
pfiuJh'ers.  Three  days  arter,  General  Moreau  aban- 
doned his  pofition,  and  commenced  a  retreat,  taking 
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the  route  towards  Meuberg,  during  which  a  number 
of  bloody  conflicts  took  place.     When  he  was  fe- 
verely  preffed  by  the  Auftrians  he  united   his  whole 
forces  in  one  folid  mafs,  and  fell  upon  them  with  fuch 
irrefiftible  fury  that  he  compelled  them  to  retire  to  a 
confiderable  diftance,  and  then  fell  back  by  degrees 
towards  the    Rhine.     In   the   mean  time,  a  detach- 
ment from  the  army  of  the  Archduke,    ftrengthened 
by  troops  from  Manheim  and  Philiplburg,  attacked 
General  Sherer  on  the    13th,  who  was  ftationed   at 
Bruchfal,    in    the    neighbourhood   of  Philipfburgh, 
.  obliging  him  to  retreat  to  Raftadt,  and  from  thence 
to  Kehl.     At  this  place  the  Republicans  were  again 
attaulted    by  all  the  forces  which  the  enemy  could 
coiled,    who  fucceeded   in  penetrating  as  far  as  the 
tcte  clu  Jiont,  or  head  of  the  bridge,   over  the  Rhine, 
where  their  career  was  checked  by   tiie  thunder  of 
the  batteries  planted  at  that  place,  and  they  were 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  confulion.     All  the  works  of 
importance  were  ftill  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the  Repub- 
licans, who  drove  the  Auftrians  from  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Kehl  by  a  tremendous  fire.     The 
national  guards  of  Strafburg,  were  ordered  by  Ge- 
neral Moreau  to  fecure  Kehl,  the  bridge,  and   the 
forts  on  the  iiles  of  the  Rhine,  as  places  of  the  ut- 
moft importance  in  affifting  his  retreat. 

On  the  17th  the  Republican  army,  which  had 
taken  a  pofition  behind  the  Lech,  made  a  Angular 
and  daring  movement,  and  accomplished  the  total 
defeat  of  General  La  Tour,  carrying  certain  deftruc- 
tion  before  them  wherever  they  went,  and  proceeded 
as  far  as  Landfperg.  Moreau  again  re-pade^  the 
Lech,  on  the  20th,  near  Rain  and  Auglhurg,  and 
took  the  route  to  Ulm,  while   General  Nauendorf 
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occupied  the  roads  to  Stutgard,  in  order  to  prevent 
his:  retreating  in  a  north-weft  direction ;  but  when 
the  Republicans  took  their  departure  from  Ulm  they 
marched  as  far  as  Erbach  by  the  left,  or  north  bank, 
of  the  Danube,  at  which  place  they  again  effected 
the  paflage .  of  the'  river,  and  continued  their  route 
through  the  territories  of  the  Prince  of.  Furftenberg 
towards^  the  Foreft  Towns  ;  General  La  Tour  ad- 
vancing on  their  rear,  General  Frolich  on  one  flank, 
and  Nauendorf  on  the  other.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
mountains  of  the  Black  Foreft  were  occupied  by  the 
Imperialifts,  which  reduced  Moreau  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  either  defeating  Nauendorf,  and  th>s  gain- 
ing (he  Val  d'Enfer  (or  valley  of  hell),  the  defiles 
of  which  lead  into  the  Brifgaw,  on  the  weft,  by  the 
way  of  FreibuEg,  or  retiring  by  the  way  of  Switzer- 
land on  the  South.  As  La  Tour  preffed  hard  upon 
his  rear,  he  refolved  to  di fable  him  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  and  thereby  procure  time  for  retreating,  with- 
out any  eflential  lofs. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  he  engaged  the  Au- 
ftrians  in  the  vicinity  of  Steinhaufen,  with  the  moft 
dreadful  fury  and  defperation,  and  La  Tour  was  in 
danger  of  being  totally  ruined,  although  he  pro- 
ceeded againft  the  Republicans  with  all  his  force. 
Prince  Charles  did  not  attempt  to  unite  his  forces 
with  thofe  of  LaTour,  but  directed  his  march  along 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  apparently  with  a  de- 
fign  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  General  Morea,u  by  the 
way  of  that  river,  and  he  arrived  a£  Raftadt  on  the 
5th  of  October.  The  Prince  of  Lichtenftein  ef- 
fected the  paflage  of  the  Rhine,  at  Manheim,  on  the 
ad,  but  his  operations  were  productive  of  no  ma- 
n  5 
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terial  advantage.  To  annoy  the  rear  of  the  Repub- 
lican army  in  its  retreat,  a  numerous  body  of  Au- 
ftrians had  ftationed  themfelves  between  the  Neckar 
and  the  Danube,  as  well  as  to  cover  all  the  pafles  «f 
the  Black  Foreft  and  mountains. 

General  Defaix,  who  commanded  the  left  wing, 
palled  the  Danube,  at  Riedlingen,  on  the  2d;  and, 
after  recroffing  it  at  Munderking,  defeated  a  detach- 
ment of  Auftrians,  ftationed  between  the  Feder-fee 
and  the  river.  Having  obtained  information  of  the 
advantages  gained  by  General  Defaix,  Moreau  deter- 
mined to  attack  the  front  of  the  enemy  with  his  centre 
divifio",  which  he  fucceeded  in  defeating,  after  an 
obftinate  conflict  of  fix  hours.  Upon  this,  General 
La  Tour  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  ground,  his  rear 
being  in  danger  from  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  and 
his  right  flank  completely  expofed  ;  and  he  retreated 
towards  the  Rifs,  from  which  place  he  was  foon 
obliged  to  retire  beyond  the  Rothambach,  or  Rottam. 
His  retreat  was  covered  by  the  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  on  whom  the  French 
took  the  moft  dreadful  revenge :  their  lofs  amounted 
to  5,006  prifoners-j  fcveral  ftandards,  and  20  pieces 
of  cannon. 

As  thefe  fuccefTes  gave  General  Moreau  fufficient 
time  to  concert  meafures  for  his  farther  -  retreat,  he 
took  the  route  of  Stockach  with  the  principal  part  of 
his  army.  Every  defile  in  his  flank  and  rear  was 
occupied  by  the  Auftrians,  while  the  rapid  move- 
ments of  the  /.rchduke  feemed  to  indicate  a  deter- 
mination to  deftroy  the  bridges  on  the  Rhine,  prior 
to  his  arrival  there.  Nothing  but  the  moft  Angular 
courage  and  intrepidity  were  eqi'al  to  the  tafk-ef  ex- 
tricating the  French  from  their  critical  fituation,  for 
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all  communication  with  France  was  totally  cut  off. 
Two  divifions  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Republican 
army  croffed  the  Danube,  between  Riedlingen  and 
Sigmaringen,  and,  after  affembling  in  the  vicinity  of 
Veringen,  took  their  route  towards  Friedingen  and 
Beuren,  or  Beyern,  covering  the  retreat  of  the  armv, 
from  the  attempts  which  it  was  fufpecled  would  be 
made  againft  it  by  Nauendorf  and  Petrafch.  Mo- 
reau  having  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at  Stock- 
ach,  commenced  his  final  operations,  by  forcing  a 
paffage  to  the  Foreft  towns,  which  he  readily  accom- 
plifhed.  Such  of  his  troops  as  were  not  necefTary  for 
checking  the  progrefs  of  General  La  Tour,  were 
charged  with  covering  the  left  flank,  and  commanded 
by  General  Defaix,  who  fucceeded  in  forcing  Pe- 
trafch, on  the  8th,  to  abandon  Dutlingen,  and  pur- 
fued  him  as  far  as  Villengen.  After  being  reinforced 
by  the  troops  which  had  proceeded  along  the  left 
b2nk  of  the  Danube,  he  next  day  came  to  an  en- 
gagement with  General  Petrafch  at  Schweningen, 
driving  him  from  that  place,  as  well  as  Villengen, 
and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Rothweil,  which,  how- 
ever, he  was  obliged  to  abandon  on  the  approach  of 
Nauendorf.  To  force  the  paffage  of  the  Black  Foreft 
was  a  talk  which  the  Republicans  had  yet  to  accom- 
plifh  :  the  centre  of  the  French  army  made  a  furious 
attack  on  the  Auftrians,  ftationed  in  the  Val  d'Enfer, 
a  moft  terrific  defile,  narrowed  by  lofty  mountains 
for  feveral  leagues,  not  exceeding,  in  fome  places, 
ten  fathoms  in  widenefs.  The  united  efforts  of  the 
right  and  left  wings  foon  cleared  the  defile,  without 
luftaing  any  lofs,  and  reached  Freiburg  on  the  13th, 
taking  poffeffion  of  Waldkirch  on  the  enfuing  day, 
and  ranging  their  polls  along  the  heights  on  the  right 


14  4-  THE     LIFE.    OF 

bank,  of  the  Eltz,  while  the  convoys  and  baggage* 
under  the  protection  of  the  right  wing,  pafled  the  de* 
files,  by  the  way  of  the  Forefl  towns.  On  perceiv- 
ing that  it  wat>  no. longer  practicable  to  prevent  the 
retreat  of  General  Moreau,  La  Tour  gave  up  the 
purfuit,  and  proceeded  to  form  a  junction  with  Prince 
Charles,  in  the  vicinity  of  Hornberg,  and  the  Prince 
of  Conde  and  General  Frolich  continued  the  pur.- 
fuit  of  the  French,  while  retreating  through  the  de- 
nies of  the  Black  Foreft,  and  mountains..  As  ano*- 
ther  attack  upon  Kehl  could  not  be  attempted  from 
the  rapid  approach  of  Moreau's  army,  the  Arch- 
duke reached  Malborgen  on  the  16th,  and  took  the 
command  of  La  Tour's  army.  The  Archduke,  hav- 
ing united  his  whole  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Eltzach  and  Effing-en,  gave  battle  to  the -left  wing 
and  centre  of  the  Republican  army..  Wartenfleben, 
with  the  centre  divifion,  was  to  force  the  heights  be- 
hind Maltertingen,  or  Martinlell;  and  General  Pe- 
trafch,  with  the  left  wing,  was  ordered  to  march  to 
Emendingen.  La  Tour,  who  commanded  the  right, 
bad  to  encounter  a  terrible  oppofitLon,  being  re- 
peatedly repuifed  in  his  attempts  on  Kendringen,  or 
Kinfingen,  till  the  Archduke,  at  the  head  .of  the  gre- 
nadiers, returned  to  the  aiikult  uiih  renovated  vi- 
gour, and  made  himfeif  matter  of  the  village.  Upon 
this  occaiion,  General  Wartenfleben  received  a  daiir 
gerous  wound  in  the  arm,  while  bringing  the  centre 
divifion  into  action. 

The  Auftrians,  on  the  2Qth,  made  a  defperate  at- 
tack on  Nimlnirg,  on  Ne.wenburg,  but  without  prcv 
ducing  any  important  effecL  The  day.  following, 
General  Moreau  retired  towards  Huninguen,  where  a 
large  bridge  w  tti  eftabiifhed.     His  pofition  was  for. 
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midable,  with  the  right  wing  of  his  army  touching 
the  Rhine,  his  left  at  Candem,  or  Kandern,  and  his 
centre  divifion  at  Schlingen,  or  Schliegnen,  where 
he  intended  to  remain  for  fome  time,  if  the  Aus- 
trians  did  not  compel  him  to  alter  his  refolution. 
The  Imperial  army  began  its  movement  on  the  23d, 
in  four  columns,  thofe  commanded  by  the  Prince  of 
Conde  and  the  Prince  of  Furftenberg  received  in- 
frruftions  to  manoeuvre  in  fuch.a  manner  as  to  pre- 
vent the  Republicans  from  detaching  any  troops 
from  their  left.  The  third  and  fourth  columns,  un- 
der La  Tour  and  Nauendorf,  were  inftru&ed  to  at- 
tack the  left  wing,  and,  by  marching  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Rhine,  endeavour  to  turn  their  flank. 
After  an  obftinate  conflict,  which  continued  till 
night,  the  Republicans  retreated  to  Altingen,  or  Hil- 
lengen,  and,  on  the  26th,  effected  the  paffage  of  the 
Rhine  at  Huninguen,  without  meeting  with  any 
oppofition  from  the  enemy.  This  laft  movement  put 
a  period  to  a  retreat,  which  has  fcarcely  a  proper  pa- 
rallel in  the  annals  of  hiftory,  and  which  will  tranf- 
mit  the  military  talents  of  General  Moreau  to  the 
lateit  pofterity,  with  unfading  glory  and  honour. 

A  fevere  indifpolition  having  obliged  General 
Jourdan  to  refign  the  command,  it  was  conferred  on 
General  Bournonvillc,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
northern  army.  On  the  26th  of  September,  the 
bridges  acrofs  the  Mofelle  had  been  totally  fwept 
away  by  the  impetuofity  of  the  waters,  and  the 
wrecks  of  thefe  deftroyed  the  bridges  between  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Ifle  of  Neuwied. 
The  Auftrians  feemed  to  have  conje&ured  that  Ge- 
neral Bournonville  had  been  under  the  necefhty  of 
difpatching  a  number  of  hie  troop3  to  defend  the 
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places  which  were  threatened,  and  by  this  mean* 
weakened  his  forces  on  the  Lower  Rhine.  Acting, 
under  thisconvi&ion,  they  attempted  to  turn  the  di- 
vifion  of  General  Grenier,  which  they  concluded 
to  be  furrounded  with  water,  and,  on  the  coth  of  Oc- 
tober, made  fix  debarkations  between  Andernach 
and  Bacharach,  that  Grenier  might  be  induced  to 
weaken  his  force  by  fending  detachments  thither: 
but  their  troops  were  attacked  by  Kleber  and 
Championnet,  when  the  whole  of  them  were  ei- 
ther taken  prifoners,  or  perifhed  in  the  water. 
The  Imperialifts,  in  the  mean  time,  threatened  the 
bridge,  and  attempted  either  to  carry  or  deftroy 
it  by  a  terrible,  difcharge.  of  bomb-fhells  •  and. 
balls,  but  the  tremendous  fire  of  the  Republican 
batteries  obliged  them  to  retreat  without  effecting 
their  purpofe. 

The  Auftrians,  who  had  proceeded  frcm  Mentz 
.  to  the  Lower  Nahe,  were  pofled  with  their  left 
wing  on  the  heights,  in  the  vicinity  of  Creutz- 
nach,  and  their  right  on  the  hill  of  Rochulberg, 
for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  paffage  of  Bin- 
gen.  On  the  26th  the  right  wing  of  General 
Bournonville's  army  engaged  the  Auftrian  line, 
between  Creutznach  and  Kayferflautern,  obliged 
them  to  abandon  their  pofition,  and  retreat  behind 
,  the  Seltz. 

The  garrifon  of  Kehi  made  a  vigorous  fally  on 
the  22d  of  November,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  the 
lines  which  had  been  drawn  by  the  befiegers,  when 
the  whole  was  forced  at  the  point  of  the  b?.yontt. 
On  this  occafion  the  French  took  600  prifoners, 
.and  10  pieces  of  cannon,  their  unexpetfed  iuccels 
not  allowing    them  to    carry  off    any  more,    and 
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they  accordingly  fpiked  thofe  w  idbi  they  were 
obliged  to  Irave  behind. 

Tne  Auilrian.-.  made  a  number  of  fpin'ed  efforts 
to  gain  pofleflion  of  Kehl,  ?  i  the  brhkrc  oi  riunin- 
guen,  fometimes  by^  the  formaline*  f  a  rtgula/fi^ge, 
and  at  other  time's  by  fcatirtg  t:  e  <orts,  but  they  (fill 
refifted  their  moft  vigorous  aflauits :  the  Arcnduke 
durft  not  leave  the  Brifgaw  expofec!  to  the  incurhons 
of  General  Moreau,  and  the  conqueft  of  Kehl  was  of 
the  utmoft  importance  for  the  fecurity  of  his  troops 
while  in  winter  quarters. 

After  the  bombardment  of  Kehl  the  Archduke  re- 
folved  on  a  regular  fiege;  and,  therefore,  opening  his 
trenches  on  the  :i  $th  of  November,  he  commenced 
an  inceflant  cannonading,  which  lafted  for  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  days,  without  interval.  A  fecond  auack 
was  made  upon  it  on  the  25th  of  December,  when  the 
defence  of  it  became  doubly  dangerous  and  difficult, 
its  communication  with  Stralburg  being  deffroyed  by 
breaking  down  the  bridge,  and  damaging  the  boats, 
fo  as  to  render  them  totally  ufelefs.  After  com- 
pleting their  fecond  parallel,  the  Auftrians  attacked 
and  carried  the  Republican  camp,  and  likewife  the 
battery  by  which  it  was  defended.  The  French,  when 
driven  into  thefortrefs,  were  again  rallied  by  General 
Lacombe;  and,  that  he  might  compel  them  to  fight 
with  determined  valour  and  perfeverance,  he  defhoy- 
ed  the  bridges,  to  prevert  their  return.  This  had  the 
defired  effect,  and  they  defeated  the  Auftrians  with 
confide*  able  lofs. 

The  artillery  of  the  Auftrians  was  now  too  dread- 
ful for  the  Republicans  to  withftand  :  they  had  no 
communication  with  the  oppolite  bank,  and  could 
entertain  no  rational  hope  of  any  feafonable  relief. 
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General  Defaix,  in  perfon,  propofed  a  capitulation, 
to  the  Archduke,  but  it  contained  fuch  conditions  as 
he  would  not  accept  of.  The  French  General  was 
equally  as  determined  to  make  no  alteration,  and  con- 
cluded with  thefe  remarkable  words,  that  he  would 
make  ufe  of  his  Iaft  refource.  The  Prince  enquired 
"  What  refource  have  you  left  ? "  Defaix  anfwered, 
that  lie  had  a  number  of  men  remaining,  and  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  gunpowder;  and,  before  he  would 
confent  to  a  degrading  or  humiliating  capitulation,  he 
would  blonu  up  the  Aujlrian  camfa  and  both  armies 
Jliould  perijli  in  one  common  ruin  !  This  terrific  declara- 
tion produced  an  inftantaneous  change  on  the  mind 
of  the  Archduke,  and  he  (igned  the  capitulation  in, 
its  original  form,  allowing  the  French  24  hours  to 
carry  off  their  artillery  and  ftores. 

The  furrender  of  Kehl  terminated  this  defperate 
campaign  on  the  Rhine,  at  the  conclufion  of  which 
it  appears,  that  the  hoftile  nations  had  conceived  a 
much  higher  degree  of  refpect  for  each  other  than 
they  had  previoufly  entertained.  Both  parties  had 
fought  with  a  degree  of  valour,  that  left  it  doubtful 
whether  the  moft  honour  was  due  to  the  conquerors 
or  the  vanquifhed,  and  the  ftruggle  had  been  main- 
tained, without  either  tide  having  committed  any  aft 
of  cruelty  or  perfidy  diflionourable  to  the  character 
of  the  braveft  foldier. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

The  Influence  of  Buonaparte' 's  Succejfes,  his  Popu- 
Jarity  and  bis  future  Plans.— Engagement  at  Corelo.— 
Battle  of  Bajfano.— Critical  Situation  of  Wurmfer.— 
Engagements  at  Cajlellaro,  and  near  Mantua.-~  Battle 
cf  St.  George,  &c. —  Ailftrian  Standards  firefented  to 
the  Directory.— Treaties  concluded  with  NaJiJes,  Parmay 
&c.—Modena,  Bologna,  csfc.  declare  their  Allegiance  to 
France. — Infurreclions  in  the  Fiefs  at  Montfetrat,  &c. — 
Fete  at  Milan. — Buonaparte  orders  the  Getioefe  Mer- 
chants to  return,  and  orders  an  Uniform  far  the  Mi~ 
lanefey   &c— Nobility  abolijhed  in  Lombardy. 

J.  HE  long  and  arduous  defence  maintained  by  the 
garrifon  of  Kehl  bad  diverted  the  attention  of  the 
Archduke  Charles  from  the  affairs  of  Italy,  whence 
he  had  intended  to  follow  Wurmfer,  wkh  the  defign 
of  flopping  the  career  of  the  victorious  Buonaparte, 
and  the  French  Government  took  advantage  of  the 
interval  to  increafe  the  ftrength  of  their  brave  army. 
It  was  at  this  period,  that  the  want  and  wretched- 
nefs,  of  which  the  troops  had  had  fo  much  reafon 
to  complain,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war, 
feemed  wholly  to  dlfappear,  and  it  was  from  this 
time,  that,  quitting  the  iimplicity  and  virtue  of  a 
Republican  Leader,  the  feeds  of  ambition  were 
fown  in  the  bread  of  the  great  General. 

Every  foldier,  who,  while  he  felt  the  daily  priva- 
tions to  which  he  was  expofed,  exulted  in  the  con- 
feioufnefs  that  he  was  fuffering  for  his  country,  and 
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had  a  claim  upon  its  gratitude,  was  now  rewarded  t» 
the  full  extent  of  his  fervices,  and,  inftead  of  the 
proud  character  of  a  public  -Creditor,  found  himfelf 
under  daily  obligations  to  that  General,  by  whofe  in- 
ftrumentality  and  forefight  alone  he  judged  that  his 
comforts  had  been  increafed.  Ratiocination  feldom 
becomes  the  bufinefs  of  an  army.,  hence  it  did  not 
occur  to  the  French  foldier,  that  the  progrefs  of 
time,  and  the  improved  ftate  of  the  government, 
were  fufficient  to  bring  about  the  ameliorations  they 
obtained,  without  the  interference  of  the  General ; 
but  every  individual  poured  out  his  praife  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  as  the  reftorer  of  ail  order, 
the  provider  of  all  good,  and,  as  at  once,  the  object 
of  their  adoration  and  their  hope. 

As  it  was  with  the  army,  fo  it  was  with  the  mul- 
titude :  they  did  not  confider,  that  the  brilliant  vic- 
tories of  Dumourier,  of  Pichegru,  of  Jourdan,  of 
Hoche,  and  of  Moteau,  had  weakened  and  debi- 
litated their  enemies,  fo  that  they  were  half  exhaufted 
before  Buonaparte  appeared  upon  the  ftage  of  action, 
hence,  they  afcribed  all  the  merit  of  their  victories 
to  his  fuperior  fkill  and  bravery,  and  looked  up  to 
him  alone  as  the  foul  of  their  political  exiftence. 
Thus  a  people,  which  had  in  a  thoufand  inftances 
refufed  juftice  to  the  valour  and  abilities  of  their  moll 
faithful  commanders,  were  now  as  profufe  of  their 
generofity  as  they  had  been  of  their  cenfure ;  and 
fuch  was  the  effect  of  their  adoration  upon  the  mind 
of  the  young  Veteran,  that  he  hardly  knew  whether 
to  defpife  them  moft,  in  the  character  of  favages  or 
buffoons  :  it  required  the  clear  and  abftract  mind  of 
Buonaparte,  to  demean  itfelf  in  a  becoming  man- 
ner under  fuch  circumftances ;  for,  after  he  had  loft 
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his  refpect  for  the  Republic  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  conceal  his  contempt  for  it,  and  any  fymp- 
tom  of  that  fort  would  only  have  ferved  to  open 
the  eyes  of  a  people,  whom  he  confidered  inca- 
pable of  deriving  benefit  from  inftruction. 

The  Champion  of  the  Republic  beheld  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  band  of  varnifhed  flaves,  and,  under 
a  conviction  that  they  would  harnefs  themfelves  to 
rhe  chariot  of  the  firft  fortunate  knave,  that  might 
poflefs  art  enough  to  make  himfelf  eflential  to  their 
welfare.. 

"  H-e  dreamt  of  kingdoms,  crowns,  and  regal  ftate, 
Till  bufy  Fancy  whifpct'd — •  Thefe  are  thine'." 

The  ftern  language  and  proclamations  of  the  Re- 
publicans, were  now  foftened  by  the  arts  and  man- 
ners of  the  candidate  for  a  crown,  and  henceforth 
the  views  and  conduct  of  Buonaparte  were  directed 
entirely  by  his  own  iutereft.  How  aufpicious  the 
moment  to  cherifli  the  nafcent  ambition  of  an  ar- 
dent and  afpiring  mind  !  Placed  at  the  head  of  ar- 
mies, whofe  enthufiaftic  devotion  would  have  induced 
them  to  follow  him  in  the  •moft  defperate  and  ro- 
mantic expeditions,,  whilft  he  was  hailed  by  all  the 
world  as  the  Victor  over  the  greateft  Generals  of  the 
tmiverfe,  who  were  at  once  obliged  to  acknowlege 
their  admiration  of  his  talents,  and  their  fubmiflion 
to  his  arms,  he  mult  have  been  either  more  or  lefs 
than  human  who  could  have  refufed  to  appropriate 
to  himfelf  all  the  advantages  that  the  ftate  of  things 
offered  to  him,  for  the  mere  fake  of  having  his  for- 
bearance and  virtue  recorded,  by  the  very  fmall  num- 
ber, who  would  have  had  fenfe  enough  to  difcern  it. 

The  retreat  of  the  armies  from  Germany,  left  Buo- 
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naparte'  without  hope  of  any  diverfion  rn  hfs  favour 
i-n -the  Tyrol,  which  he  had  expected  from  Moreau  ; 
but  if  he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  co-operation  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  a  rival,  and  having  com- 
pleted his  arrangements  for  the  fuccefsful  conclu- 
fion  of  the  campaign  in  Italy,  he  prepared  to  fruf- 
trate  the  attempts  that  the  Auftrians  were  making 
for  the  prefervation  of  Mantua;  and  Field  Marflial 
Wurmfer,  notwithftanding  his  continual  misfortunes, 
perfevered  with  a  conftancy  and  courage,  which  pro- 
cured him  greater  glory,  than  has  been  gained  by  all 
the  German  Generals,  who  preceded  him  in  Italy. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  General  Augereau  pro- 
ceeded to  Borgo-du-val-di-Sugana,  Martello,  and 
Val-Soiva  :  the  divifion  of  General  Mafffena  alfo 
marched  to  thefe  places  by  Trent  and  Levico.  Ge- 
neral Augereau's  ciivifion  drove  the  Imperialifts 
from  the  village  of  Priemolan,  but  they  rallied 
in  the  fmall  fort  of  Covelo,  that  blocked  up  the  road 
through  which  it  was  necefTary  to  pafs,  and  only,  after 
a  fpirited  refiftance,  evacuated  this  poft.  The  French 
took  10  pieces  of  cannon,  15  waggons,  10  ftandards, 
and  2,500  prifoners,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  army  paffed  through  the  reft  of  the 
defiles  of  the  Brenta. 

A  rapid  and  unexpected  march  of  20  leagues,  in 
two  days,  completely  difconcerted  the  Imperialiftii, 
On  the  8th,  at  two  in  the  morning,  the  army  put  it- 
felf  in  motion,  and,  on  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the 
defiles,  near  the  village  of  Solagna,  fell  in  with  the 
enemy.  Augereau  and  MaiTena,  about  fev<n  in  the 
morning,  began  the  engagement;  the  Imperialifts 
kept  firm  for  fome  time,  but  were,  at  length,  routed* 
when  General  Murat  lent  feveral  detachments  of  ca- 
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valry  in  purfuit  of  them.  The  French  marched  im- 
mediately to  Baflano,  which  was  ftill  occupied  by 
General  Wurmfer  and  his  head  quarters  ;  Augereau 
entered  it  on  the  left,  while  Maflena  entering  it  on 
the  right,  attacked  the  batteries,  which  defended  the 
bridge  of  the  Brenta,  and,  after  carrying  the  artillery, 
and  pafling  the  bridge,  penetrated  into  the  town  j 
General  Win  -infer,  and  the  treafure  of  the  army,  ef- 
caped  only  by  a  moment.  In  fix  days  the  French 
fought  two  battles,  and  came  to  four  engagements  : 
they  took  from  the  enemy  2  1  ftandards,  and  feveral 
thoufand  prifoners  ;  and,  though  they  fought  in  de- 
files, they  advanced  in  thefe  fix  days,  upwards  of  45 
leagues,  and. took  70  pieces  of  cannon,  with  their 
waggons  and  equipments. 

Marfhal  Wurmfer  fled,  in  perfon,  with  the  wrecks 
of  two  battalions  of  volunteers  to  Montebello,  be- 
tween Vicenza  and  Verona.  On  the  9th,  Auge- 
reau, with  his  divifion,  proceeded  to  Padua,  and  took 
part  of  the  baggage  of  the  Auftrian  army,  with  400 
men,  who  efcorted  it :  his  objeft  was  to  cut  off 
Wurmfer's  retreat  to  Triefte.  The  divifion  of  Maf- 
fena  marched  from  Vicenza  on  the  fame  day,  with 
an  intent  to  advance  to  the  Adige,  and  crofs  it  at 
Ronco.  Buonaparte,  on  quitting  Trent,  had  left  Ge- 
neral Kilmaine  at  Verona,  with  directions  to  plant  ar- 
tillery on  the  ramparts  of  the  place;  but  the  num- 
ber of  his  forces  was  inadequate  to  controul  a  popu- 
lous town,  and  iepulfe  a  numerous  army,  who  had 
fo  many  reafons  to  fpare  nothing  that  might  render 
them  mailers  of  fo  important  a  pod.  General  Wurm- 
fer defiled  the  whole  night  of  the  9th  along  the  Adige, 
which  he  croffed  at  Porto-Legnago.     On  the  10th, 
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Maflena  pafled  the  Adige  at  Ronco :  at  day-break 
on  the  nth,  Buonaparte  directed  thedivifion  of  Ge- 
neral Maflena,  who  had  crofted  the  Adige  during  the 
night  (whilft  Augereau  marched  to  Padua)  to  march 
to  Sanguinetto,   in  order  to  obftruct  the  paflage  of 
the  Auftrians  from  Porto-Legnago  to  Mantua,   and, 
by  placing   the  enemy  between   two  fires,    capture 
General   Wurmfer  and  all  his  army.     General  Sa- 
huguet,    who    was  pofted    before  Mantua,  was   di- 
rected to  detach  5,000  men   for  the  purpofe  of  get- 
ting poflefiion  of  Governolo,  a  point  whereby  the 
enemy  might  efcape,  by  leaving  Sanguinetto  on  their 
right ;  they  were  alio  to  occupy  Caftellaro,  and  cut 
down  all  the  bridges  on  the  river  Tayone  as  far  as 
Ponte-Molino.     Maflena's   divifion,    although  over- 
come with  fatigue,  proceeded  to  Sanguinetto  :  to  go 
from  Ronco  to  Sanguinetto  there  are  two  roads;  the 
one  leading  from   Ronco  runs  to  the  left,  following 
the  Adige,  and  joins  the  road  from  Porto-Eegnano  to 
Mantua :  the  fecond  leads  directly  from  Ronco  to 
Sanguinetto ;  it   was   the   latter  which  fhould    have 
been  taken,  but  their  guide  happened  to  follow  the 
former.     General  Murat,   at  the  head  of  a  detach- 
ment of  light  horfe,  arrived    at   Cerea,  and,  having 
fallen  in  with  the  head  of  Wurmfer's  divifion,  de- 
feated fome  fquadrons  of  cavalry.     General  Pigeon, 
who  commanded  Maffena's  advanced  guard,   finding 
his  cavalry  engaged,  battened  forward,  with  his  light 
infantry,  to  fuftain  them,  and  having  pafled  the  vil- 
lage, took    pofleffion  of  a   bridge,   acrofs  which  the 
enemy   were  under   the  neceffity  of   palfing.     The 
main  body  of  this  divifion  being  ftill  at   a  great  dis- 
tance, Wurmfer  inftantly  made  his  difpofitions,   and 
having  defeated  the  French  advanced  guard,  retook 
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the  village  and  bridge  of  Cerea.  Buonaparte,  at- 
tracted by  the  cannonade,  haftened  to  the  fpot,  but 
the  moment  was  loft. 

Wurmfer  defiled  all  the  night  of  the  nth  towards 
Mantua,  with  fuch  rapidity  that  he  reached  Nogara 
early  in  the  morning.  Meanwhile  the  Imperialifts, 
finding  the  bridge  of  Caftellaro  broken  down  and 
occupied,  defiled  by  the  bridge  of  Villa-Impenta, 
which  General  Sahuguet  had  negle&ed  to  delfroy. 
The  moment  Sahuguet  learned  this,  he  detached 
fome  horfe  toharafs  and  retard  their  march,  but  he 
could  not  Succeed.  General  ChartQn's  troops,  in- 
stead of  porting  themfelves  in  the  ditches,  charged 
the  enemy  ;  but  General  Charton  was  killed,  and 
the  whole  party  taken  prifoners,  and  Wurmfer  con- 
tinued his  march  towards  Mantua.  During  thele 
tranfa&ions,  Augereau  arrived  before  Porto-Leg- 
nago,  and  having  inverted  the  place,  lummoned  the 
Governor,  who  after  a  few  cannot-fhot,  agreed  to 
furrender. 

On  the  13th,  Buonaparte  learned,  that  the  Au- 
rtrians  had  reached  Mantua  with  their  cavalry,  and 
about  4,000  men,  the  remains  of  their  army.  On 
the  14th  General  Maflena  fet  out  at  day-break  from 
Caftellaro  towards  Mantua  :  the  engagement  began 
at  noon,  the  light  infantry  of  the  French  was  dis- 
comfited ;  feveral  fevere  actions  occurred  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  in  which  the  generals  and  fol- 
diers  on  -both  fides  difplayed  great  gallantry,  and 
wherein  the  Auftrians  were  fuccefsful. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 5th  the  Imperialifts 
had  drawn  out  nearly  all  the  garrifon  to  defend  La 
Favorite  and  St.  George,  and  thereby  to  preferve 
the  means  of  procuring  forage  for  their  numerous 
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cavalry.  General  Maflena  attacked  tie  Imperialifts 
wi;h  fuch  impctuofity,  that,  after  driving  them  from 
poft  to  poll,  he  carried  the  village  of  St.  George, 
and  the  enemy,  in  diforder,  re-entered  Mantua 
with  what  troops  they  could  fave.  In  this  battle 
the  enemy's  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded,  mull  have 
amounted  to  2,000  men  at  leaft ;  feveral  French 
generals  and  officers  were  wounded.  Every  thing 
which  vigilance  and  activity  could  contribute  to- 
wards funounding  the  Auftrian  General,  and  forcing 
him  to  furrender  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  was  made 
by  Buonaparte.  His  indefatigable  divifions  had  not 
a  moment  of  repofe,  and  the  four  days  that  followed 
the  battle  of  BaiTano,  were  only  a  continual  feries 
of  movements  and  engagements. 

The  garrifon  of  Mantua,  reinforced  by  the  troops 
which  General  Wurmfer  had  conducted  thither,  and 
animated  by  his  prefence,  obliged  the  French  to  re- 
main in  force  before  the  place,  and  they  endeavoured, 
by  preventing  its  communication  with  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  reduce  it  to  the  laft  extremity.  Ge- 
neral Kilmaine,  who  commanded  the  two  divifions 
befieging  Mantua,  remained  in  Ids  pofition  till  the 
29th,  when  500  men  of  the  garrifon  made  a  fortie, 
at  10  o'clock  of  the  morning,  having  patted  the  Po 
at  Borgoforte,  for  the  purpofe  of  foraging.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  French  had  fucceeded  in  completely 
blockading  Mantua,  and  had  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  the  gates  of  Fradella  and  Cereza.  The  Au- 
ftrian detachment,  therefore,  retired  into  the  caflle 
of  Montechiarugolo,  in  the  territory  of  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  in  which  they  were  taken  prifoners  by  capi- 
tulation. Skirmifhes  frequently  occurred  under  the 
walls  of  Mantua,  and  its  reduction  was  anxioufly 
expeded. 
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About  this  time,  the  citizen  Marmont,  chief  of  bri- 
gade of  artillery,  and  aid-de-camp  of  General  Buo- 
naparte, conveyed  to  Paris,  22  flandards  taken  from 
the  Imperialifts :  he  was  prefented  to  the  Directory 
by  the  Minifter  of  War,  in  piefence  of  a  crowd  of 
citizens,  whom  the  ceremony  had  at;racted.  The 
Minifter  in  his  addrefs  to  the  Directory,  after  in» 
forming  them  that  the  army  of  Italy,  always  tiium- 
phant,  prefented  to  them  the  trophies  of  its  late  vic- 
tories obferves  :  "The  army  of  Italy,  has  no  more  tri- 
umphs to  obtain  ;  its  career  has  been  the  moft  glorious 
and  aftonifhing.  May  it  then  delegate  victory  to 
the  armies  of  the  Rhine;  and  may  an  enemy,  toa 
ready  to  become  proud  of  fome  ephemereal  advan- 
tages, foon  learn,  that  the  French  are  everywhere 
the  fame,  and  that,  when  they  contend  for  liberty, 
nothing  can  oppoie  their  courage." 

Marmont  then  addrefled  the  Directory,  by  ob- 
ferviug,  that  the  army  of  Italy,  although  it  had  con- 
quered the  moft  beautiful  region  of  Europe,  had  not 
yet  done  enough  for  its  country  and  for  glory ;  its 
warlike  phalanxes,  before  yielding  to  repofe,  had  ta 
annihilate  thofe  enemies  who  remained.  The  22 
ftandards  he  prefented  were  taken  in  14  days,  in 
the  engagements  of  Serravalle,  Lavis,  the  paftes  of 
the  Bienta,  and  the  battles  of  Roveredo,  Baflano, 
and  St.  George  :  the  victories  of  the  army  of  Italy 
were  a  certain  guarantee  of  its  conftant  affection  foF 
the  Republic  ;  it  knew  how  to  defend  the  laws,  and 
how  to  obey  them,  as  well  as  to  combat  external 
enemies.  "  Deign,"  added  he  **  to  confider  it  as 
one  of  the  firmeft  columns  of  liberty;  and  believe, 
that,  while  the  foldiers,  compofing  it,  exift,  the  go- 
vernment wiU  have  intrepid  defenders." 
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To  this  addrefs,  Revelliere  Lepaux,  Prefident  of 
the  Directory,,  made  an  impreflive  reply.  "  You, 
yonng  warrior!"  he  concluded,  "  whofe  good  con- 
duct and  courage  the  General  proclaims,  receive 
thefe  arms  as  a  mark  of  the  efteem  of  the  Directory, 
and  never  forget,  that  it  is  as  glorious  to  employ 
them  in  the  interior,  for  the  maintenance  of  our  Re- 
publican conftitution,  as  to  make  ufe  of  them  in  an- 
nihilating its  external  enemies  j.  for  the  reign  of  the 
laws  is  not  lefs  neceflary  than  the  eclat  of  victory, 
to  the  prefervation  of  Republics."  He  prcfented  him. 
with  an  elegant  pair  of  piftols. 

In  the  month  of  October,  a  peace  was  nego- 
ciated,  or  rather  accepted,  by  the  Duke  of  Parma. 
This  treaty  was  highly  advantageous  to  the  French, 
who  required  every  concefiion  that  could  be  afked, 
and  received  every  concefiion  that  was  required. 
"  Hannibal  is  at  the  gates!"  was  the  argument  of 
the  French  r  the  inference  was  eafily  made  by  a  ftate,. 
reduced  to  imbecility,  and  whofe  weaknefs  gave  up 
every  thing,  becaufe  it  had  power  to  retain  no- 
thing, but  by  the  fufferance  of  the  Conqueror,  who 
over-ran  Italy  :  he  had  the  means  of  enforcing  all 
he  demanded ;  the  reafonablenefs  and  the  equity  of 
the  demand  were  not  within  the  limits  of  his  con- 
fideration  or  enquiry. 

Reggio,  fince  the  28th  of  Auguft,  had  been  in 
arms,  and  expelled  the  troops  of  the  Duke  of  Mo- 
dena,.that  formed  its  garrifon  ;  Ferrara  and  Bologna 
had  fent  deputies  to  felicitate  thLs  fuccefs,  and  offer, 
their  aififtance.  The  Regency,  that  governed  the 
ftates  of  the  Duke  of  Modena  fince  his  flight  im- 
mediately began  to  repair  the  fortifications  of  his  ca- 
pital ;  but  the  French  entered  the  town  011  thejkhof 
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October,  declared  the  armiftice  broken  by  the  fove- 
reign  of  Modena,  and  took  under  their  protection 
the  people  of  that  city,  and  of  Reggio.  The  Council 
of  Regency  was  fupprefTed,  and  replaced  by  a  com- 
mittee, which  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  French 
Republic,  to  govern  in  its  name,  and  receive  the 
oaths  of  all  the  fecondary  authorities.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Ducal  Regency  were  arrefted,  a  national 
guard  was  organized  through  the  whole  ftate,  and 
an  aflembly  convoked  at  Modena,  for  the  purpofe 
of  uniting  the  people  of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and 
Reggio. 

In  a  fitting  of  the  Senate  of  Bologna,  called  under 
the  protection  of  the  French,  it  was  decided,  unani- 
-moufly,  that  the  ancient  forms  and   titles  fhouid   be 
abolifhed,  and  that  the  fenate,   as  well  as  its  indivi- 
dual members,  fhouid  receive  and  give  only  the  title 
of  Citizen.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber, the   tree  of  liberty  was   planted  in  the  grand 
fquare,   amidft  the  joyous  acclamations  of  Viva  la 
Rejiublica  Francefe,  and  at   night  a  grand  illumina- 
tion took  place.      Some  perfons,  however,   by  in- 
dulging in  reproaches  and  menaces  towards  others, 
occafioned  a  tumult,  during  which  the  popular  fury 
committed  feveral  excefles.   The  Birtchini  afterwards 
entered  different  houfes,  and  exacted  wine,  as  a  re- 
compenfe  of  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  but 
Buonaparte  having  arrived,  publifhed   a  proclama- 
tion to  the  Bolognefe,  in  which  he  informed  them, 
that  the  conftitution,  and  the  national  guard  would 
forthwith  be  organifed.     He  declared  himfelf  to  be 
the  enemy  of  tyrants,  but,  above  all,  the  fworn  foe 
of  villains,  plunderers,  and  anarchifts  j  and  that  it 
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was  his  fixed  refolution  to  order  thofe  to  be  (hot, 
who,  by  violating  focial  order,  were  boro  for  the 
difgrace  and  misfortune  of  the  world. 

The  Senate  afterwards  invited  the  citizens  to  re- 
gard the  tree  of  liberty  with  enthufiafm,  but  at  the 
fame  time  with  refpeft.  The  audacious,  who  fliould 
dare  to  outrage  it  by  word  or  by  deed,  were  to  be 
declared  guilty  of  treafen,  and  pwni(hed  with  death. 
He,  who  fliould  dare  to  difturb  the  public  tranquil- 
lity and  order,  or  infult  the  government  and  con- 
ftituted  authorities,  was  immediately  to  be  (hot,  as 
an  example.  Another  declaration  announced,  that 
General  Buonaparte  feeling  inquietude  refpecling 
the  public  order,  the  Senate  thought  it  neceflary  to 
organize  a  provifionary  civic  guard,  taken  from  the 
body  of  artifts  and  tradefmen,  for  the  defence  of 
the  citizens.  Every  one  was  invited  to  refpeft  it, 
and  if  any  prefumed  to  offer  it  the  flighted  infult,  he 
fliould  fuffer  the  mod  rigorous  punifhment,  and  even 
the  penalty  of  death. 

Ferrara  united  in  all  thefe  meafures  adopted  for 
the  eftabl'fliment  of  a  Republican  adminiftration  ; 
and  at  Genoa,  the  French  folemnized  with  great 
pomp,  the  anniverfary  of  the  5th  year  of  the  Re- 
public. Difcontencs,  however,  were  manifefled  in 
different  parts  of  Italy;  the  inhabitants  of  the  former 
Imperial  Fiefs  were  again  about  to  ufe  infurreclion 
againft  t'le  French,  who  had  entered  thefe  fiefs  to  the 
number  of  1,000  men.  The  conveyance  of  powder 
and  other  warlike  ftores  into  the  Fiefs,  had  excited 
fufpicions,  and  Buonaparte  immediately  ordered  the 
Governor  of  Tortona  to  fend  a  detachment  to  the 
Fiefs.     The  particulars  of  this  expedition  are  un- 
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known,  but  many  perfons  were  taken  in  arms  and 
fhot,  and  depots  of  arras  and  ftores  were  discovered. 
The  French  were  continually  annoyed  in  the 
mountainous  part  of  Montferrat :  the  convoys  def- 
ined for  the  French  armies  were  often  difperfed, 
and  General  Dujard  of  the  artillery  had  been  killed. 
Buonaparte,  however,  foon  caufed  the  malcontents 
to  be  every wheie  defeated,  and  put  to  flight; 
fcarcely  a  day  elapfed  without  a  great  number  of 
them  being  fhot. 

At  Milan,  on  the  22d  of  September,  the  fefHval 
of  the  Foundation  of  the  French  Republic,  was  ce- 
lebrated with  great  pomp :  the  firing  of  cannon  an- 
nounced the  day,  and  the  Councils,  the  Members  of 
the  Tribunal,  and  the  Municipality,  paraded  in  fplen- 
did  proceffion,  and  a  corps  of  French  officers  aflembied 
at  the  palace  of  Serbelloni,  where  General  and  Ma- 
dame Buonaparte  refided.  At  nine  the  whole  train 
fet  out,  preceded  by  artillery  men,  with  cannon, 
French  grenadiers,  and  a  battalion  of  the  national 
guards,  with  military  mufic.  When  thefe  had  reach- 
ed the  public  fquare,  the  general  in  Chief,  Buo- 
naparte, and  his  brilliant  efcort  of  generals,  and  of- 
ficers of  the  etat  major  arrived,  and  took  their  fta- 
tions,  as  did  alfo  the  Municipality,  the  Congrefs,  and 
the  other  Authorities,  while  the  French  troops  and 
national  guards  on  duty  were  alfo  ranged  in  the 
fquare,  and  the  entrance  was  lined  with  muficians: 
the  cannon  announced  the  commencement  of  the 
rejoicings;  a  fuperb  tree  of  liberty  was  planted, 
and  feveral  fpeeches  were  pronounced:  the  General 
in  chief,  the  Commiffioner  Garreau,  and  the  fuperior 
officers,  received  the  troops  as  they  defiied  by  pla« 
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roons  before  them,  and  the  General,  and  his  retinue, 
proceeded  in  their  return  to  the  palace  of  Serbel- 
"loni,  to   which   place  the   Conftituted   Authorities, 
with  all  their  attendants,  repaired  on  foot. 

Near  the  pal  ace,  a  temple  was  raifed  to  Liberty : 
'  the  Goddefs  herfelf  appeared  in  a  magnificent  trium- 
phal car,  drawn  by  fix  beautiful  'deeds ;  fhe  was  a 
young  female,  drefled  in  the  Grecian  ftyle,  and  wav- 
ing a  tri-coloured  banner.  Six  boys,  ornamented 
with  garlands  of  flowers  and  foliage,  and  carrying 
emblems  of  Liberty  triumphant,  Tyranny  vanquifhed, 
and  Coalition  crufhed,  fported  around  her.  Between 
thefe  garlands  there  appeared  a  large  infcription, 
ihewing  the  names  of  the  armies,  who  had  deferred 
well  of  their  country,  and,  in  another  part,  was  feen 
the  name  of  Lombardy  prefented  to  the  Goddefs  by 
a  Genius,  who'implored  her  favour  in  behalf  of  thofe 
delightful  regions.  This  car,  after  appearing  at  the 
palace  of  the  General,  made  the  tour  of  the  city, 
and  then  returned  to  the  fquare  of  the  national  pa- 
lace during  the  entertainment,  of  which  the  General, 
in  perfon  did  the  honours.  After  dinner  the  train 
repaired,  during  the  difcharge  of  artillery,  to  the 
public  walk  of  the  gate  L'Orient,  and  affified  at 
horfe  and  foot  races,  performed  by  the  French  of- 
ficers and  Milanefe  citizens  ;  the  evening  concluded 
with  theatrical  reprefentations  and  dances. 

An  addrefs  was  alfo  publifhed  by  -the  Govern- 
ment, as  the  program  ma  of  a  prize,  for  the  beft  trea- 
tife  on  the  following  queftion,  "  Which  is  the  Free 
Government  beft  calculated  to  promote  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  Italy  ?" 

Buonaparte,  in  a  letter  to  General  Berthier,  which 
was  published  at  "Milan,  mentioned,  that  he  was  in- 
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fofnled,  feveral  Genoefe  merchants  had  left  Genoa 
in  great  hafte,  and  taken  refuge  in  Milan,  pretend- 
ing, that  the  French  were  to  bombard  Genoa:  he, 
therefore,  directed,  that  they  fhould  beordered  to 
leave  Lombardy  immediately,  and  return  home,  as  it 
was  his  wifh  to  deprive  the  malevolent  of  all  means 
of  diiturbing  the  Genoefe  people,  to  whom  the  army 
of  Italy  owed  eflential  obligations,  both  on  account- 
of  the  grain  they  had  procured  in  a  period  of 
fcarcity,  and  the  friendship  t;hey  had  always  mani- 
fefted  towards  the  Republic. 

From  a  fimilar  motive,  Buonaparte  made  public  a- 
letter,  addrefTed  to  Cardinal  Matthei,  in  which,  after 
remarking  that  the  circumftances  the  latter  was 
placed  in  were  truly  difficult  and  novel,  he  ftated, 
that  it  was  to  this  caufe  alone  he  wiflied  to  attribute 
the  eflential  faults  committed  by  him.  The  moral 
and  Christian  virtues,  which  all  the  world  recog- 
nized in  the  Cardinal,  made  the  General  earnefdy 
defire,  that  he  would  return  to  his  diocefe,  and  afliire 
all  the  minifters  of  religion?  and  all  the  religious  of 
the  different  congregations,  of  the  fpecial  prote&ion 
the  French  General  would  grant  them,  whilft  they 
forbore  to  intermeddle  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
people.  He  alfo  ordered,  that  the  uniform  of  the 
legions  of  the  Cifpadane  cities,  mould  be  the  fame 
as  that  of  the  Milanefe,  and  an  edi&  of  the  28th, 
ordered  all  ftrangers,  priefts  as  well  as  feculars,  em- 
ployed in  offices  under  the  regal  government,  and 
thofe  who  had  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  Archduke 
and  Emperor,  to  leave  the  Milanefe  in  1 5  days,  unlefs 
they  had  been  in  employment  for  upwards  of  15 
years.  The  Committee  of  Government  of  Lom- 
bardy publiflied  a  proclamation  in  the  name  of  the 
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French  Republic,  abolifhing  royalty,  for  ever,  with- 
in  its  territory ;  and  no  perfon  wai  to  bear  any  title, 
but  that  of  Citizen,  or  that  conferred  by  his  office 
or  profeffion. 

Thus  did  Buonaparte,  by  his  mafterly  arrange- 
ments, fecure  the  influence  of  France  in  thofe  ftates 
which  he  had  conquered  at  the  head  of  her  armies. 
The  victories  of  the  General  were  immediately  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  policy  of  the  ftatefman,  and 
fijccefsfully  adapted  to  purpofes,  that  no  war  mi- 
nifter,  unlefs  he  were  at  the  feat  of  war,  could  have 
either  planned  or  executed. 


* 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Continuation  of  Buonaparte's  Camp  atgNS 
IN  Italy. — Engagements  at  St.  Michael,  Segonzano,- 
Colder o,  La  Pitta,  St.  Martin,  &c. — Battle  of  Ar- 
eola.— Buonaparte's  Danger. — He  ivrites  to  Carnot.—~ 
Further  Operations  of  the  French  Army.— -Buonaparte's 
Letter  to  the  WiJoiu  Muiron.—Re  takes  Bergamo.— 
The  Standards  taken  at  Areola  preftnted  to  the  Di- 
rectory. 

WHILST  the  Auftrians  profited  by  the  refinance 
of-  Mantua,  and  by  the  neceiuty  the  French  expe- 
rienced of  retaining  the  greater  part  of  their  forces 
before  that  place,  to  form  a  new  army,  and  rein- 
force the  wreck  of- that  of  Wurmfer,  cantoned  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Lavifio  and  the  Piava,  and  at- 
tempted to  eftablifh  themfelves  at  Caftel-Franco,- 
Maftena  difpatched  from  his  head  quarters  at  Baf- 
fano,  Leclerc,. chief  of  brigade,  who  compelled  the 
enemy  to  evacuate  Caftel-Franco  on  the  nth,  and 
kept  them  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Piava.  General 
Vaubois  compelled  the  Auftrians,  who  attempted  to 
crofs  the  Lavifio,  to  repafs  the  river,  but  a  new  army 
being  formed  under  the  command  of  General  Al- 
vinzi,  the  French  were  obliged  to  concentrate  them- 
felves, and  abandon  Trent,  Roveredo,  Bafiano,  and 
Vicenza,  and  fall  back  on  the  line  of  the  Adige. 

On.  the  2d  of  November  General    Guieux  ad- 
vanced to  St.  Michael,  and,   after  an  obftinate  re- 
finance on  the  part  of  the  Imperialists  fucceeded  in 
making  himfelf  mailer   of  that  poll,   burning  the 
p  3 
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bridges,  which  they  had  thrown  over  the  Adige,  and 
taking  350  prifoners.  During,  this  attack,  the  Im- 
perialifts,  wifhing  to  make  a  favourable  diverfion  to 
aid  thofe  who  defended  St.  Michael,  marched  from 
their  pofts  at  Segonzano  and  Cembrea,  to  penetrate 
to  Lavis,  and  cut  off  General  Guieux's  retreat.  Vau- 
bois,  on  learning  this  movement,  detached  General 
Fiorella  to  meet  them,  who  drove  them  as  far  as  Se- 
gonzano, taking  about  iqo  prifoners. 

Buonapam',  being  informed  that  an  Auftrian 
corps  was  advancing,  and  had  already  encamped 
on  the  Piava,  immediately  detached  General  Maf- 
fena,  with  a  corps  of  obfervation,  to  Baffano,  on  the 
Brenta,  with  orders  to  retreat  to  Vicenza  the  inftant 
the  enemy  mould  have  paffed  the  Piava.  He  alfo 
ordered  General  Vaubois  to  attack  the  Auftrian  pofts 
in  the  Trentin,  and  above  all,  to  drive  them  from 
their  pofrtiotrs,  between  the  Lavifio  and  the  Brenta. 
The  attack  took  place  on  the  2d,  when  the  French 
encountered  a  very  fphited  refiftance;.  General. 
GuieUx  carried  St.  Michael,  and  burnt  the  enemy'* 
bridge;  but  the  Auftrians  rendered  abortive  the  at- 
tack of  the  French  on  Segonzano,  and  the  85th 
tiemi-brigade  fuffered  greatly.  On  the  3d  Buona- 
parte ordered  Segonzano  to  be  attacked,  as  the  pof- 
feffion  of  it  was  neceffary;  and,  at  the  fame  moment,, 
being  informed  that  the  Imperial) lis  had  parted  the 
Piava,  he  prefied  forward  in  perfon  with  Auge- 
reau*s  divifion;  and,  having  effected  a  junction  with 
the  divifion.  of  Maffena  at  Vicenza,  marched,  on  the 
5th, to  rtieet  the  Auftrians,  who  had  paffed  the  Brenta : 
it  was  neceffary  for  the  French  to  ftrike  like  a  thun- 
der-boU,  and  fweep  the  Imperialifts  before  them. 
*£he  aclion  was  obftinateand  bloody,  but  the.  adva»» 
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tage  inclined  to  the  fide  of  the  French,  who  re- 
mained in  poflefliort  of  the  field  of  battle,  while  the 
Auftrians  repaired  the  Brenta :  the  Republican  army 
took  one  piece  of  cannon,  500  piifoners,  and  killed 
a  great  many ;:  the  French  Gtneralj  Lanus,  was 
wounded.  \ 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions  the  Auftrians  had  at- 
tacked General  Vaubois,  and  threatened  to  turn  him 
in  feveral  points ;,  this  obliged  him  to  retreat  to  La 
Pietra,  his  right  being  fupported  by  the  mountains, 
and  his  left  by  Mori.  On  the  7th,  a  moft  obftinate 
action  enfued,  in  which  the  French  took  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  1,300  prifoners,  but,  on  the  approach 
of  night,  a  panic  feized  part  of  the  troops.  On 
the  8th,  this  divifion  occupied  a  pofition  at  Rivoli 
and  La  Corona,  by  means  of  a  bridge  which  Buo- 
naparte had  ordered  to  be  thrown  over  the  river. 

The  General  in  Chief  departed  on  the  7th,  and  ar* 
rived,  with  fome  troops,  at  Verona  on  the  day  follow- 
ing at  noon.  On  the  nth,  he  learned  that  the  Au- 
ftrians, after  leaving  MontebeHo,  had  encamped  at 
Villa  Nova;,  the  troops  accordingly  advanced  from 
Verona,  and  fell  in  with  their  vanguard  at  St.  Mar- 
tin, who  were  routed  and  purfued  by  General  Au- 
gereau,  for  three  miles  and  a  half.  On  the  12th,  at 
day-break,,  the  French  found  themfelves  in  prefencc 
of  the  enemy:  it  was  neceflary  to  engage  them  in- 
ftantly ;  the  attack  was  accordingly  made  with  ftill. 
and  gallantry,  Maffena's  divifion  aflailing  their  left, 
and  Augereau's  their  right ;  the  fuccefs  of  both  was 
complete;  Augereau  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
village  of  Caldero,  and  took  200  prifoners ;  Maf- 
fena  feized  on  a  height  that  flanked  the  Imperialists, 
and  took  five  pieces  of  cannon  j  but  the  rain,  which 
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fell  in  torrents,  having  changed  fuddenly  into  3- 
kind  of  cold  hail,  driven  by  the  wind  into  the  faces 
of  the  French  troops,  was  favourable  to  the  enemy. 
The  Auftrians,  being  reinforced  by  a  corps  de  rcferve^ 
which  had  no  (hare  in  the  action/  fucceeded  in  re- 
taking the  height ;  and  at  night  both  armies  retained 
their  •  refpeclive  positions  \  thefe  inferior  engage- 
ments, and  the  neceflity  the  divifion  of  Vauboia 
felt  of  abandoning  fuacefliv.ely  all  their  pofts  in  the. 
Tyrol,  announced  a  more  important,  and  decifive 
ftruggle,  which  could  not  be  long  procraftinated, 
and. a  moment  of  indulgence  might  have  loft  the 
General  all  the  advantages  of  his  conqnefts. 

Buonaparte  having  learned  that  the  Imperial  army, 
under  Field  Marfhal  Alvinzi,  approached  Verona, 
for  the  purpofe  of- forming  a  junction  with  the  co- 
lumn of  his  army  in  the  Tyrol,  defiled  along  the 
Adige,  with  the  divifiofis  of  Augereau  and  Maflena, 
and,  in  the  night  of  the  i-lth,  threw  a  bridge  of  boats 
acrofs  at  Rojico,  where  the  French  troops,  patted  the 
river.  The  General  was  in  hopes  of  arriving  in  the 
morning  at  Villa-Nova,  and  by  that  means  taking 
the  enemy's  park  of  artillery  and  magazines,  and  at* 
tacking  them  in  flank  and  rear  :  he  had  directed  Ger 
neral  Vaubois  to  watch  with  his  divifion  the  point  of 
Rivoli,  and  keep  in  check  the  column  of  the  Aiir 
ftrian  right  under  General  Davidovich;  the  caftle 
and  fort  cf  Brefcia,  and  the  pofts  of  Verona,  Pef- 
chiera,  and  Porto-Legnago,  were  in  a  refpe&able 
ftate  of  defence.  The  head  quarters  of  General  Air 
vinzi  were  at  Caldero ;  but,  having  got  intelligence 
of  the  movements  of  the  French,  he  had  fent  a 
regiment  of  Croats,  and  fome  Hungarian  regi- 
ments, into  the  village  of  Areola,  a  poft  extremely 
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ftrong  by  its  position,  in  the  midft  of  marfhes  and 
canal*. 

Before  day-break,  the  diviiions  of  IVlaffena  and 
Augereau,  had  completed  the  paflage  of  the  Adige, 
and  advanced  on  the  two  caufeways  that  traverfe  an 
impracticable  morafs  for  feveral  miles.     The  column 
of  the  left,  commanded  by  Maflena,  firft  encoun- 
tered  and   drove  in   the    Auftrian  advanced  pofts, 
while  the  column  under  Augereau,  after  having,  in 
like  manner,  compelled  their  polls  to  fall  back,  was 
flopped  at  the  village  of  Areola,  now  occupied  by 
the  Imperial  troops,  who   defended  the  fides   of  a 
dyke,  along  which  it  was  neceflary  topafs.    A  canal, 
that  flanked  th  s  dyke  on  the  fide  of  the  village,  hin- 
dered the  French  from  turning  it,  and  to  get  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  they  had  to  pafs  under  the  enemy's  fire, 
and  crofs  by  a  fmall  bridge,  upon  which  the  Impe- 
rialifls  kept  up  a  terrible  difcharge  from  feveral  of 
the  adjacent  houfes,  which  they  had  fortified.     The 
French   troops   made  feveral   efforts  to   carry    the 
bridge;    but   they    were  repulled   in  reiterated  at» 
tacks  :    t  was  in  vain  that  their  generals,  feeling  the 
importance  of  the  moment,  precipitated  themfelves 
at  the  head  of  the  columns,  to  induce  them  to  pafs 
the  little  bridge   of  Areola ;  this  excefs  of  courage 
proved  only  injurious  to  themfelves;   for  they  were 
almoft  all  wounded,  and  the  Generals  Verdier,  Bon, 
Verne,  and  Lames,  carried  out  of  the  field.     Au- 
gereau, laying  hold  of  a  ftandard,  advanced  to  the 
extremity  of  the  bridge,  where  he  remained  for  fe- 
veral minutes,  without  producing  any  effect :  it  was, 
however,  absolutely  necehVy  to  pafs  this  bridge,  or 
take  a  circuitous  route  of  feveral  leagues,  which  would 
have  made  the  whole  operations  mifcarry.    Buona- 
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parte,  apprifed  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  Au- 
gereau,  ordered  General  Guieux  to  defcend  the 
Adige,  with  a  corps  of  a,ooo  men,  and  crofs  the 
river,  under  the  protection  of  the  light  artillery,  at 
a  ferry  two  miles  below  Ronco,  and  oppofite  Al- 
baredo :  he  was  then  to  bear  down  on  the  village 
of  Areola  and  turn  it ;  but  this  march  was  long* 
and  the  day  far  advanced ;  it  was,-  however,  indif* 
penfible  to  carry  Areola,  in  order  to  get  on  the 
enemy's  rear,  Buonaparte,  therefore,  haflened  to 
the  fpot;  he  afked  the  foldiers  if  they  ftill  were  tho> 
conquerors  of  Lodi  ;  his  prefence  produced  an  emo- 
tion of  enthufiafm  among  the  troops,  which  confirm- 
ed him  in  his  determination  to  rilk  the  paflage:  he 
leaped  off  his  horfe,  and,  feizing  a  ftandard,  rufhed 
forward  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  towards  the 
bridge,  crying,  Fclkiu  jour  Genepal!  The  column 
moved  forward  a  moment,  and  had  reached  within 
thirty  paces  of  the  bridge,  when  the  terrible  fire  of 
the  Auftrians,  made  it  recoil,  at  the  very  inftant  the 
enemy  were  on  the-  point- of  flying.  Generals  Vig- 
nole  and  ■  Lafnes  were  wounded,,  and  Muiron,  the 
General's  aid-de-camp,  was  killed.  Buonaparte  him- 
felf  was  thrown  from  his  horfe  into  a.  marfli,  from 
whence  he  extricated  himfelf .  with  difficulty  under 
the  enemy's  fire :  he  mounted  again,  and  the  co- 
lumn rallied;  but  the  ImperiaHfts  did  not  advance 
from  their  entrenchments,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
fortunate  moment,  as  they  ought  to  have  done. 

The  French  were  obliged  to  renounce  the  defign- 
of  forcing  the  village  in  front,  and  to  wait  the  ar? 
rival  of  General  Guieux,  who,  although  he  did  not 
reach  Areola  till  night,  fucceeded  in  carrying  the 
village,  taking  four  pieces. of  counon,  and.agre^. 
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siumber  of  prifoners.  The  Auftrian  General  per- 
severed in  his  object,  and  Buonaparte  thought  it 
expedient  to  evacuate  the  village,  on  learning  that 
the  ImperiaKfts  'had  removed  all  their  baggage  and 
magazines  to  Vicenza,  in  order  to  advance  towards 
Ronco.  At  day-break,  on  the  16th,  the  Auftrians 
.attacked  the  French  in  every  direction  ;  the  column 
of  General  Maffena  on  the  left  defeated  the  enemy, 
after  an  obftinate  conteft,  and  purfued  them  to  the 
gates  of  Caldero,  taking  1,500  prifoners,  with  fix 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  four  ftandards.  Augereau's 
column,  in  like  manner,  repulfed  the  Auftrians,  but 
could  not  recover  the  village  of  Areola,  notwith- 
'flanding  repeated  attempts.  A  judgment  may  be 
formed  of  the  firmnefs  displayed  on  both  fides,  from 
the  different  attacks  that  happened  at  this  village, 
where  feveral  generals  were  wounded.  The  fame 
evening,  Buonaparte,  at  the  head  of  a  column, 
carrying  fafcines,  advanced  to  the  canal  on  the 
right  of  the  Adige,  with  a  defign  lo  effect  a  paffage, 
but  found  it  impracticable  from  the  rapidity  of  the 
current.  With  this  column,  Adjutant-General  Vial 
afterwards  traverfed  the  canal  with  the  water  up  to 
his  neck,  but  was.obliged  to  return  without  effecting 
a  diverfion  of  any  confequence:  in  this  expedition 
it  was,  that  Elliot  was  killed. 

In  the  night  the  French  General  ordered  bridges 
to  be  thrown  over  the  canals  and  marfhes,  and  a  new 
attack  was  planned  for  the  day  following  :  General 
Maffena  was  to  advance  by  the  caufeway  on  the  left, 
while  Augereau,  for  the  third  time,  attacked  the 
village;  and  a  third  column  was  to  crofs  the  canal, 
in  order  to  turn  the  village.  Par'  of  the  garrifon  of 
■Porto  Legnago,  with  50  dragoons,  and  four  piece? 
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of  artillery,  received  orders  to  make  a  diverfion,  by 
turning  the  enemy's  left.  Early  in  the  morning  the 
engagement  commenced ;  the  Imperialifts,  having 
vigoroufly  attacked  the  centre,  obliged  it  to  fall 
back,  on  which  Buonaparte  drew  the  32d  from  the 
left,  and  placed  it  in  ambufh  in  the  woods :  the  mo- 
ment the  Auftrians,  in  impelling  back  the  centre, 
were  on  the  point  of  turning  the  right  of  the  French, 
General  Gardanne,  at  the  head  of  the  32d,  fallied 
from  his  ambufcade,  and,  taking  them  in  flank,  made 
a  dreadful  carnage.  The  Auftrian's  left  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  marfhes,  and  kept  in  check  the  French 
right  by  their  fuperior  numbers.  Buonaparte  or- 
dered Hercules,  the  officer  of  his  guides,  to  felect. 
a  5  men  of  his  company,  and,  advancing  half  a  league 
along  the  Adige,  turn  all  the  marfhes,  which  fup- 
ported  the  Auftrian  left,  and  fall  afterwards  at  full 
gallop  on  the  enemy's  backs,  at  the  fame  time  mak- 
ing ieveral  trumpets  found.  This  manoeuvre  was 
completely  fuccefsful :  the  Auftrian  infantry  gave  way, 
but, although  retreating,  ftill  made  refiftance;  when 
a  fmall  column,  of  eight  or  nme  hundred  men,  with 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  whom  the  General  in  Chief 
had  directed  to  defile  through  Porto-Legnago,  in 
the  rear  of  the  Imperialifts,  fucceeded  in  putting 
them  to  the  route.  General  Maflena,  who  had  re- 
turned to  the  centre,  marched  ftraight  to  the  village 
of  Areola,  which  he  took,  and  purfued  the  enemy 
nearly  as  far  as  the  village  of  St.  Bonifacio. 

In  this  battle  the  French  took  between  four  and 
5,000  prifoners,  four  fland  of  colours,  18  pieces  of 
cannon,  a  great  m3ny  waggons,  feveral  of  which 
were  loaded  with  pontoons,  and  an  immenfe  number 
pf  ladders,  collected  by  the  Auftrian  army,  with  a 
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defign  to  fcale  Verona :  the  Imperialifts  loft  at  leatr. 
4,000  killed,  and  had  as  many  wounded.  On  the 
part  of  the  French,  befides  the  Generals  already 
mentioned,  Generals  Robert  and  Gardanne  were 
wounded :  Adjutant-general  Vaudelin  and  Buona- 
parte's aides-de-camp,  Elliot  and  Muiron,  were  killed. 

Meanwhile  the  left  wing,  under  General  Vaubois 
was  attacked,  and  his  important  pofition  at  Rivoli 
forced;  this  uncovered  the  blockade  of  Mantua. 
The  French  army  left  Areola  at  day-break:  the  ca- 
valry were  fent  to  Vicenza  in  purfuit  of  the  Impe- 
rialifts, and  Buonaparte  repaired  to  Verona,  where 
he  had  left  General  Kilmaine  with  3,000  men:  the 
divifion  of  Vaubois  was  reinforced,  and  polled  at 
Caftelnovo,  while  Augereau  occupied  Verona,  and 
Maflena  the  vicinity  of  Villa-Nova;  preparations 
were  made  for  chafing  the  enemy  into  the  Tyrol, 
after  which  the  army  could  wait  in  tranquillity  for 
the  reduction  of  Mantua. 

From  his  head  quarters  at  Verona,  Buonaparte 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Director  Carnot,  in  which  he 
exprefied  his  hope  of  being  able,  in  ten  days,  to  ad- 
drefs  him  from  the  head  quarters  at  Mantua.  "  Ne- 
ver," faid  he,  "  was  a  field  of  battle  fo  valoroufly  dif* 
puted  as  that  of  Areola;  fcarcely  have  1  any  ge- 
nerals left ;  their  courage  and  devotion  to  their  coun- 
try were  without  example."  The  General  of  bri- 
gade, Lafnes,  appeared  in  the  field  of  battle,  al- 
though the  wound  he  had  received  at  Governolo  was 
not  yet  cured :  he  was  twice  wounded  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  engagement,  and  laid  on  a  bed,  in  great  agony, 
when,  hearing  that  Buonaparte,  in  perfon,  was  at  the 
head  of  the  column,  he  threw  himielf  out  of  bed, 
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mounted  his  horfe,  and  haftened  to  find  tfte  General. 
As  he  could  not  walk,  he  was  obliged  to  remain  on 
horfeback  ;  but,  at  the  head  of  the  bridge  of  Areola, 
ne  received  a  blow,  that  extended  him  fenfelefs. 
"  I  affure  you,"  concludes  the  General,  "  that  it  re- 
quired every  effort  to  vanquifli :  the  enemy,  headed 
by  their  generals,  were  numerous  and  obftinate  ;  aad 
feveral  of  the  latter  were  killed." 

Never  was  an  army  placed  in  a  more  critical  fitua- 
tion,  than  that  of  Buonaparte's  upon  this  occafion : 
the  Imperialifts  had  made  the  greateft  efforts,  and  had 
brought  from  the  interior  of  the  Auftrian  ftates,  all  that 
remained  of  their  dilpofable  forces  :  thefe  troops  had 
pofted  to  their  place  of  deftinalion  with  the  utmoft 
celerity,  and  by  thefe  means  they  had  been  enabled 
to  form  in  Italy  a  new  army,  more  confiderable  than 
the  two  already  exterminated,  before  the  fuccours 
fent  from  the  interior  of  France  to  General  Buona- 
parte, could  form  a  junction  with  his  army  :  it  re- 
quired nothing  lefs  than  the  genius  of  that  intrepid 
warrior,  and  the  zeal  and  coriftancy  of  all  his  bre- 
thren in  arms,  to  triumph  over  the  many  obftacles 
which  the  cool  courage  and  bravery  of  the  Auftrian 
armies  oppofed  to  his  fuccefles. 

However  confiderable  the  lofs  fuftained  by  Al- 
vinzi  may  have  been,  his  army  was  far  from  being 
d'eftrpyed  :  driven  back  into  the  mountains,  it  be- 
came difficult  to  attack  him,  and  Buonaparte  could 
not  forget,  that  Mantua,  which  Wurmfer  occupied 
with  a  ftrong  ganifon,  ftill  held  out  in  his  rear.  The 
"important  point  was  to  keep  Alvinzi  1n  check,  and 
exclude  him  from  the  valley  of  the  Adige,  and  all  the 
paffes  by  which  he  could  communicate  with  Mantua. 
General  Vaubois  advanced  to  Rivoli,  but  the  Impe- 
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fialifts  repulfed  and  drove  him  beyond  Caftel-Nova. 
Buonaparte  directed  General  Maflena's  divifion  to 
repafs  the  Adige,  and  effect  a  junction  at  Villa-Franca 
with  that  of  General  Vaubois ;  then,  with  united 
forces,  to  march  to  Caftel-Nova  on  the  21ft,  whilft 
the  divifion  of  General  Awgereau  proceeded  to  the 
heights  of  St.  Anne,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  enemy's 
retreat,  by  fecuring  the  valley  of  the  Adige  at  Dolce. 
General  Xoubert,  commanding  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  united  divisions  of  Maflena  and  Vaubois, 
came  up  with  the  Imperialifls  on  the  heights  of  Cam- 
para,  and  after  a  flight  conteft,  fucceeded  in  fur- 
rounding  a  corps  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  and 
taking  1^200  prifoners,  among  whom  was  the  co- 
lonel of  the  regiment  of  Berbach  :  a  corps  of  three 
or  four  hundred  Auftrians  were  drowned  in  the  Adige 
in  attempting  to  efcape.  ThcFrench,  not  contented 
with  having  retaken  the  pofition  of  Rivoli  and  La 
Corona,  purftied  the  enemy  to  Preabocco ;  while 
Augereau  engaged  and  difperfed  an  Auftrian  corps, 
took  300  prifoners,  burnt  two  boats  of  pontoons, 
upon  the  Qu.~ta,  and  carried  off  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  baggage. 

General  Wurmfer  made  a  fortie  from  Mantua  on 
the  23d,  at  feven  in  the  morning ;  but,  after  a  long 
and  heavy  cannonade,  Genenl  Kilmaine  obliged 
him  to  return,  and  took  200  men,  a  howitzer,  and 
two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Marflial  commanded  the 
fortie  in  perfOn :  it  was  the  third  time  he  had  ven- 
tured ro  make  a  fally,  and  each  -  time  with  indif- 
ferent fucc^fs. 

Having  noticed  the  letter  which  the  General  wrote 
to  General  Clarke,  on  the  death  of  his  nephew,  Elliot, 
it  is  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  he  alfo  wrote  to  con- 
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fole  the  widow  Muiron,  that  her  hufband  had  fallen 
at  his  fide  on  the  field  of  Areola.  "  You  have," 
faid  he,  "  loft  a  fpoufe,  who  was  dear  to  you ;  I  have 
loft  a  friend,  to  whom  I  have  been  long  attached ; 
but  our  country  has  fuffered  more  than  us  both,  by 
lofing  an  officer  fo  diftinguifhed  for  his  talents,  and 
his  dauntlefs  courage.  If  I  can  aid  you,  or  your  in- 
fant, in  any  thing,  I  befeech  you  to  reckon  on  my 
utmofl  exertions."  In  a  letter  to  the  Directory,  the 
General  mentions,  that  the  Citizen  Muiron  had  ferv- 
ed  fince  the  firft  moments  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
corps  of  artillery,  and  had  particularly  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  at  the  fiegeof  Toulon,  where  he  was  wound- 
ed, while  entering  the  celebrated  Englifh  redoubt  by 
an  embrafure.  His  father  was  then  in  arreft  as  a 
farmer-general :  the  young  Muiron,  covered  with  the 
blood  he  had  fhed  for  his  country,  prefented  him- 
felf before  the  National  Convention,  and  the  Revo- 
lutionary Committee  of  his  fection,  and  obtained  the 
liberation  of  his  father.  On  the  4th  of  October  he 
commanded  a  divifion  of  artillery,  that  defended 
the  Convention :  he  was  deaf  to  the  feduclions  of 
his  acquaintances  and  friends.  "  I  afked  him,"  con- 
tinues Buonaparte,  "if  the  Government  might  reckon 
on  him ;" — "  Yes,"  replied  he,  '•  I  have  taken  an 
oath  to  fupport  the  Republic  :  I  am  part  of  the  arm- 
ed force,  and  will  obey  my  commanders ;  I  am 
moreover,  from  what  I  have  feen,  hoftile  to  all  re- 
volutionifls,  and  equally  fo  to  thofe  who  adopt  their 
maxims  and  conduct  with  an  intent  to  re-eftablifh  a 
throne,  or  who  with  to  re  ft  ore  the  cruel  adminiftra- 
tion,  under  which  my  father  and  my  relations  have 
fuffered  fo  long  :  he  comported  himfelf  as  a  brave 
man,  and  was  extremely  ufeful  on  that  day  which 
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faved  liberty.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign in  Italy,  Muiron  has  rendered  eflential  fer- 
vice  in  almoft  every  aftion;  and,  at  laft,  fell  glori- 
oufly  in  the  field  of  Areola,  leaving  a  young  widow 
in  a  ftate  of  pregnancy." ' 

Under  colour  of  having  received  offence  from  the 
Governmenfof  Venice,  Buonaparte  took  pofTeffion  of 
the  citadel  of  Bergamo.  General  Baraguey  D'Hilliers, 
commandant  of  Lombardy,  addrefied  a  proclamation 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town-,  in  which  he  ftated  that 
circumflances  conftrained  him  to  occupy  the  town 
and  citadel,  in  order  to  anticipate  the  finifter  pro- 
jects of  the  enemies  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
keep  the  theatre  of  war  at  a  diftance  from  the  habi- 
tations of  the-Bergamefe. 

On  the  28th,  the  army  of  General  Alvinzi 
was  pofted  on  the  Brenta,  and  in  the  Tyrol, 
while  the  army  of  the  Republic  ftretched  along 
the  Adige,  and  occupied  the  line  of  Monte-baldo, 
La  Corona,  and  Rivoli,  having  one  advanced  guard 
in  front  of  Verona,  and  another  before  Porto- 
Legnago.  Mantua  was  blockaded  with  the  greateft 
care,  and  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  as  the 
garrifon  fed  only  on  horfe  flefh,  whilft  General 
Buonaparte,  confident  of  its  furrender,  occupied 
himfelf  in  the  interim  with  his  correfpondence,  and 
in  preparing  for  the  enfuing  campaign.  Tne  French 
General  remarked  to  the  Directory,  "that  the  army  of 
Italy  abhorred  all  new  rcvolutionifts,  whatever  might 
be  their  pretext.  No  more  revolution ! . . .  this  is  the 
deareft  hope  of  the  foldier;  although,  in  his  heart, 
he  wifties  for  the  eftablifhment  of  internal  tranquil- 
lity, he  clamours  not  for  peace,  becaufe  he  knowa 
03 
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that  this  is  the  only  way  not  to  obtain  it ;  but  he  pre- 
pares himfelf  for  new  battles,  that  he  may  acquire 
peace  more  certainly  by  viftory." 

The  flandards  taken  at  Areola  arrived,  and,  on  the 
30th,  were  received  by  the  Executive  Directory,  in  a 
public  fitting  :  the  Minifter  of  War  prefented  Le- 
marois,  chief  of  battalion,  and  aid-de-camp  of  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte ;  who,  after  delivering  a  long  and 
declamatory  harangue,  filled  with  encomiums  on  hi* 
Commander,  and  his  brothers  in  arms,  was  aflfwered 
by  a  complimentary  fpeech,  in  the  fame  ftyle.  "  Re- 
turn,'' faid  the  Prefident,  "  to  thofe  brave  warriors, 
tell  them  the  marble  of  the  Pantheon  awaits  their 
names,  and  that  they  are  already  engraven  on  the 
hearts  of  all  true  Frenchmen." 


* 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Confequences  of  the  Campaign  of  1 796. — Sjtain  joins 
France. — State  of  Parties  in  England. — Lord  Malmf- 
bury  negociates  for  Peace.— French  prepare  to  invade 
Ireland.—'  Expedition  fruflrattd  by  a  Storm. — The  Ob- 
jects of  the  united  IriJJt  in  requiring  a  French  Force  to 
land.-— 'Motives  of  the  Court  of  Na/tlesfor  making  Peace. 
— The  Pope  arms  againft  the  free  States  in  the  Ro- 
ntagna.— Buonaparte  arrives  at  Bologna.— Engagements 
at  St.  Michael  and  Montebaldo.— Battle  of  Rivoli. — 
Engagements  at  Anguiari  and  St.  George.— 'Battle  of 
La  Corona.— Recapitulation  of  the  Succeffes  of  Buona- 
parte within  Four  Days. 

JL  HE  campaign  of  1 796  produced  two  very  impor- 
tant confequences,  that  promifed  to  affeft  the  gene- 
ral interefts  and  peace  of  Europe ;  the  firft  was,  that 
the  Directory  and  people  of  France  feemed  to  con- 
clude, that  their  arms  were  not  likely  to  fucceed  be- 
yond the  boundary  of  the  Rhine;  the  fecond  wa9, 
that  the  Allied  Powers  feemed  infenfibly  to  abandon 
all  idea  of  reconquering  the  States  on  tne  French  fide  of 
the  Rhine,  which  France  had  fubdued  and  annexed 
to  her  own  territory.  The  people  of  all  the  belli- 
gerent nations  panted,  raoft  ardently,  for  peace  \ 
and  the  tranfmarine  exploits  of  the  campaign,  were 
not  fuch  as  were  likely  to  throw  any  jbftaclein  the  way 
of  that  defiraMe  objert.  England  was  fuccefsful,  in 
getting  poflefiion  of  feveral  places  belonging  to  her 
enemy  in  the  fiafl  and  Weft  Indies,  aud  in  moftof  her 
naval  a&ions;  but,  except  the  ifland  or  Ceylon,  all 
thofe  atchievements  wwe  of  tailing  value,  and  that 
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value  was  confiderably  reduced,  by  the  confideration 
of  Spain  now  joining  France  in  the  war,  which  added 
the  naval  power  of  that  country,  to  the  fleets  of 
France  and  Holland.  But  it  was  not  merely  againft 
the  gigantic  power  of  the  French  armaments  that  the 
Allies  were  called  to  direct  their  exertions,  there  was 
a  fort  of  political-moral  power  in  every  ftate  that 
embarrafled  its  own  government,  and  fought  the 
battles  of  the  Republicans  as  fuccefsfully  as  their 
own  armies.  In  England  this  inferior  combat  was 
fuftained  by  the  Jacobins,  Republicans,  and  Whigs; 
who,  though  they  defpifed  and  hated  each  other,  all 
united  to  oppofe  the  Government,  and  their  oppo- 
fition  was  fo  violent  during  this  campaign  that  the 
adminiftration  feemed  driven  to  the  necelfity  of  mak* 
iog  peace,  if  it  were  likely  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment would  accede  to  anything  like  reafonable 
terms. 

A  preliminary  ftep  to  this  difpofition  had  been 
taken,  (hortly  after  the  inftallation  of  the  Directory 
had  given  the  French  Government  the  appearance 
of  a  fettled  form  ;  for  a  meflage  had  been  delivered 
to  Parliament  from  his  Majefty,  announcing  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  with  which  he  faw  a  change  of  fyftem 
taking  place  in  France,  which  he  hoped  would  re- 
move all  difficulties  that  might  oppofe  his  wifh  for  a 
general  pacification,  and  a  formal  application  was 
made  to  the  French  Government,  Sept.  9,  for  pafT- 
ports  for  a  Britiih  Envoy  to  go  to  Paris  to  make 
overtures  for  peace;  in  confequence  of  this  applica- 
tion Lord  Malmfbury  made  his  entry  into  Paris,  as 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
24th  of  October  1 796,  and,  on  the  following  day, 
had  his  firft  conference  with  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
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Affairs.  The  negociation  wa9  not  commenced  under 
very  favourable  aufpices,  for  the  Directory  took  occa- 
fion  to  declare,  in  a  note,  by  which  they  announced 
their  willingneft  to  treat,  that  they  doubted  the  fin- 
cerity  of  the  Englifh  Government,  and  thus  evinced 
on  their  own  part,  a  difpofition  direftiy  oppofite  to 
conciliation. 

The  Britifh  Minifter  declared  the  wlllingnefs  of 
his  court  to  remove  all  obftacles  to  the  deiired  objeci, 
that  might  arife  out  of  mere  forms  ;  and  ftated  at 
once,  that  it  was  willing  to  take  for  the  bafis  of 
peace,  the  principle  of  reftitution.  Britain  having 
gained  many  pofleilions  from  France  by  means  of 
her  naval  fuperiority,  and  France  having  obtained 
many  conquefis  from  the  Allies  of  Britain,  by  means 
of  its  military  fuperiority.  This  propofal  was  fuf- 
fkient  to  fhew,  that  England  did  not  carry  on  the 
war  for  the  felfifh  pmpofe  of  increafing  her  own 
power,  at  the  expenfe  of  her  Allies,  and  that  {he 
was  delirous  of  peace,  even  at  the  expenfe  of  her 
conquefts,  if  France  would  be  willing  to  make  a 
fimilar  facrifice.  The  Directory,  ho;vever,  reje&ed 
the  principle  with  the  moll  infole;u  dildain  :  iney 
pretended  that  they  had  bound  themielv'-s  by  law 
not  to  abandon  their  conquefts;  and  the  only  fair 
conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  the  dlfcufiions  that  took 
place,  between  their  Minifter  and  L.>rr,  Malmibury,was, 
that  they  ivere  determined  to  keep  nuhat  they  had  taken, 
and  receive  back  what  they  had  loft.  The  Englith  ne- 
gociator  declared,  that  he  was  not  poffelIe.d  of  powers 
to  admit  this  principle,  upon  which  the  French  Mi- 
nifter, Charles  De  la  Croix,  haughtily  commanded 
him  to  go  home  and  fetch  them,  and  to  cake  care, 
tfiat  neither  he,  nor  any  of  the  perfons  he  brought 
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with  him,  were  found  in  Paris,  after  the  expiration  of 
48  hours. 

It  was  impoffible  to  reconcile  this  infolent  coiir 
duel  of  the  French  Government  with  any  of  the 
principles  of  civilized  life.,  aird,  therefore,  the  think- 
ing part  of  mankind  judged,  that  it  proceeded  from 
a  determination  to  avoid  making  peace,  under  a  per- 
luafion  that  they  fhould  be  able  to  annoy  their  enemy 
in  lbme  way  that  would. enable  them  to  treat  more 
advantageoufiy  at  fome  future  period.  This  fuppor 
Tition  was  very,  foon  after  realized,,  and  .the  Governr 
nient  of  Britain  were  fhortly  convinced,  that,  inftead 
of  preparing  to  march  to  Paris,  all  its  efforts  would 
be  neceflary  to  fecure  the  fafety  of  its  own  domi- 
nions. 

Scarcely  had  the  negociaiion  been  broken  off,  be- 
fore the  French  difpatched  a  force  againft  Ireland, 
to  ac\  in  concert  with  a  very  powerful  body  of  the 
natives,  who  were  refolved  to  declare  that  country 
independent  of  Great  Britain.  The  body  of  Irifli, 
united  for  this  purpofe,  had  difpatched  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  and  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  as  their  am- 
baffadors  extraordinary  to  the  Directory  of  France, 
to  obftrucl  the  negociaiion  with  Lord  Malmfbury  ; 
and  theie  perfons,  in  conjunction  with  the  French 
General,  Iloche,  arranged  the  plan  of  an  attack 
on  Ireland,  from  which  the  Directory  hoped  to  reap 
much  advantage.  An  expedition,  confifting  of  iS 
fail  of  the  line,  and  13.  frigates,-  was  fitted  out  at 
Breft,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  troops  to  the 
weftern  coaft  of  Ireland.  The  armament,  put  to  fea, 
December  15,  but  it  was  overtaken  by  a  ftorm, 
which  difperfed  the  greateft  part  of  the  fleet,  and 
obliged  it  to  return  [to  port,  in  a  very  {battered  ftate. 
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"Bight  fail  only  reached  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  where 
being  unable  to  learn  the  deftiny  of  their  coin* 
mander,  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  they  continued 
only  three  days,  and  then,  quitted  Bantry  Bay,  with- 
out attempting  to  land. 

There  was  a  tnyftery  attending  this  cautious  expe- 
dition, which  the  Englifh  Government  could  not 
underftand  :  it  was  known,  that  the  United  Irifli- 
inen  wiflied  the  French  to  aid  them,  and  that  they 
only  required  a  few  able  commanders  to  enable  them 
to  take  the  field;  it  was,  therefore,  furprifing,  that  they 
did  not  rife,  and  afiift  their  friends  to  make  good 
their  landing;  it  was  equally  well  known,  that  the 
French  were  defirous  of  railing  the  ftandard  on  th* 
Iriftx  foil.  How  then  came  they  not  to  land  ?  The 
truth  was,  that  the  Irifci  wanted  to  eftablifh  an  in- 
dependent republic  for  themfelves,  and  they  only 
required  the  French  to  aid  them  with  a  fmall  force, 
to  acl:  as  auxiliaries, — whilft  the  object  of  the  French 
was,  to  make  a  conqueft  of  Ireland,  that  they  might 
be  able  either  to  keep  it  for  the  annoyance  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  barter  it  with  that  power  to  fecur-e 
better  conditions  of  peace  ;  and  hence  it  was  the 
defire  of  France  to  land  a  fufheient  force  to  fupprefs 
the  Irifn,.as  well  as  to  expel  the  Englifh. 

Cwing  to  this  difference  of  opinion,  the  Irifli 
leaders  did  not  inftruft  their  feveral  fraternities  to 
alfxft  their  allies  in  landing,  and  the  French  Com- 
mander, however  fufficient  his  force  was  to  anfwer 
.the  views  of  the  malcontents,  would  not  land  with 
a  force  which  he  knew  to  be  fo  inadequate  to  thede- 
figns  of  the  Government  from  whom  he  had  received 
his  inftructions.  This  fleet,  therefore,  returned  into 
port,  after  encountering  two  very  violent  ftorms,  in 
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which  three  fhips  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates 
foundered,  with  the  greateft  part  of  their  crews. 

A  fimilar  difpofition  to  that  by  which  the  Irifh 
was  actuated,  influenced  the  people  wherever  the 
French  army  entered,  and  the  plaufible  promifes 
held  out  by  the  conquerors  ferved  to  wean  the  in- 
habitants from  every  degree  of  attachment  to  their 
old  governments.  The  ftates  of  Milan,  Reggio,  Bo- 
logna, Ferrara,  and  Modena,  had  gone  through  all 
the  ceremonies  of  declaring  themfelves  free,  »and, 
under  the  illuminating  inftru&ions  of  the  French 
Commiuaries  and  Generals,  formed  fuch  new  ar- 
rangements of  police  as  fhould  be  beft  calculated 
to  prevent  the  return  of  their  former  magiftrates. 

Wretched  as  the  condition  is,  to  which  the  mif- 
guided  policy  of  moft  eftabliflied  governments  think 
it  neceflary  to  reduce  a  great  part  of  their  population, 
there  was  at  this  period  no  people  in  the  civilized 
world  (not  even  the  peafantry  of  Ireland)  fo  borne 
down  by  the  curfes  and  miferies,  attendant  upon  a 
proud  and  Jlothful  government,  as  the  Lazzaroni  of 
Naples.  Such  a  people  could  hardly  refift  any 
change,  that  might  be  offered  to  them  by  a  fortu- 
nate conqueror,  and  it  was  a  probability,  that  they 
would  prefer  any  kind  of  government  to  the  ftupid 
tyranny  by  which  they  were  actually  opprefled,  that 
induced  the  King  to  feek  the  fecurity  of  his  power,  in 
peace.  By  the  treaty  entered  into  between  Naples 
and  France,  the  King  bound  himfelf  not  to  furnifn 
either  fliips,  arms,  or  men,  to  the  enemies  of  France, 
and  not  to  fuffer  more  than  four  fliips  of  war,  be- 
longing to  any  of  the  Belligerent  Powers,  to  enter  the 
port  of  Naples  at  one  time. 

The  Court  of  Rome,  although  little  danger  could 
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ftrife  from  its  exertions,  had  armed  and  advanced  to- 
wards the  Romagna,  the  few  troops  it  was  able  to 
keep  on  foot,  with  an  intention,  as  was  fufpected,  to 
difturb  the  ftates  which  had  declared  themfelves  free. 
From  intercepted  correspondence,  it  appeared  to  be 
the  wifh  of  the  Emperor,  that  Wurmier,  in  cafe  of 
not  being  relieved  in  time,  fhould  endeavour  to  ef- 
cape  from  Mantua  with  his  garrifon,  by  throwing 
himfelf  into  the  territories  of  the  Pope.  Buonaparte 
drew  from  all  the  divifions  of  his  army  a  body  of 
troops,  who  were  to  aflemble  at  Bologna,  and  form  a 
moveable  column:  and,  as  the  detachments  arrived 
in  different  directions,  this  circumftance  gave  them 
the  appearance  of  a  corps  amounting  to  upwards  of 
15,000  men.  Rome  became  apprehenfive  that  this 
army  was  intended  to  art  againft  her,  and  this  be- 
lief produced  the  defired  effecl.  The  eye  of  Buo- 
naparte was  on  the  Po,  the  Adige,  the  momevents  of 
the  enemy's  left,  and  the  exertions  which  General 
Wurmfer  might  make  either  to  effecl  a  junction  or 
efcape,  and  the  moft  precife  orders  were  given  to 
all  the  divifions  of  the  army,  in  immediate  fcrvice, 
to  be  ready  for  action. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1797,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  arrived  at  Bologna  with  2,000  men,  in  order 
to  make  an  impreilion  on  the  Court  of  Rome,  by  the 
proximity  of  his  fituation,  and  induce  it  to  adopt 
a  pacific  fyftem  :  he  alfo  opened  a  negociation  with 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  relative  to  the  garrifon 
of  Leghorn  ;  and  he  thought  his  prefence  at  Bologna 
would  infallibly  bring  this  affair  to  a  conclufion. 
The  10th  was  fpent  in  reviewing  the  troops,  and 
making   the   neceflary  preparations :  at  night,  the 
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'General  learned  that  the  enemy  were  in  -motion  on 
all  their  line,  and  that  the  Auftrian  divifion,  which 
was  at  Padua,  had,  on  the  8th,  attacked  the  ad- 
vanced-guard of  General  Augereau,  at  Bevilaqua, 
in  front  of  Forto-Legnago.  Adjutant-General  Du- 
faux,  who  commanded  that  advanced  guard,  after 
fighting  the  whole  day,  retired  to  Sanzeno,  and  on 
the  morrow  to  Porto-Legnago  ;  but  his  fpirited  re- 
finance gave  him  time  to  advertife  the  whole  French 
line  of  the  enemy's  march. 

Buonaparte  ordered  the  moveable  'column,  which 
he  had  aflembled,  to  fet  out,  by  a  forced  march,  to 
reinforce  General  Augereau's  divifion,  and  oppofe 
all  the  the  enemy's  enterprifes  on  the  Lower  Adige. 
He  himfelf  fet  out  for  the  blockade  of  Mantua,  and 
after  giving  all  the  neceflary  orders,  proceeded  from 
thence  to  Verona,  where  he  arrived  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 2th,  at  the  moment  the  Imperialifts  attacked, 
in  force,  the  advanced  guard  of  Maflena's  divifion, 
pofted  at  St.  Michael.  The  conteft  was  obftinate, 
but  at  the  end  of  two  hours/ the  Auftrians  were  com- 
pletely repulfed,  with  the  lofs  of  three  cannon,  and 
6oo  prifoners.  On  the  fame  day,  and  at  the  fame 
hour,  the  Imperiaiifts  attacked  the  head  of  the  French 
line,  by  Montebaldo,  where  they  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  a  redoubt ;  but  Joubert,  pufhing  for- 
ward at  the  head  of  his  carabineers,  retook  the  re- 
doubt, drove  the  enemy  before  him,  and,  having 
thrown  them  into  diforder,  made  300  prifoners.  On 
the  night  of  the  12th  an  Auftrian  column  fought  the 
whole  night  with  the  French  grand  guards,  but  were 
repulfed.  All  the  reports,  brought  in  on  the  morn- 
ing of  t^>e  13th,  announced  a  general  movement  of 
the  enemy,  of  which  the  attack  on  the  preceding 
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day  formed  a  part.  The  Auftrians,  who,  to  do 
them  juftice,  had  completely  fucceeded  in  conceal- 
ing their  movements,  kept  the  French  in  an  uncer- 
tainty, whether  the  main  body  of  tneir  forces  was  at 
Rivoli,  or  on, the  Lower  Adige  :  Buouaparte,  there- 
fore, thought  proper  to  continue  at  Verona,  ready  to 
march  wherever  circumftances  might  render  his  pre- 
fence  neceffary. . 

On  the  13th  the  Auftrians  threw  a  bridge  acrofo 
the  river  at  Auguiari,  a  league  diftant  from  Porto- 
Legnagb,   by    which  bridge  their  advanced  guard 
paffed  ;  and,  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  Buona- 
parte learned,  that  the  poft  of  La  Corona  had  been 
attacked  by  forces  fo  fuperior  in  number,   that  Ge- 
neral Joubert  was  forced  to  evacuate  it,   in  order  to 
.afTiime  a  pofition  in  front  of  Rivoli ;  and  that  he  had 
.executed  this  movement,'  in  fate- of  the  enemy,  with 
a  fteadinefs,  which  evinced  the  deiue  the  troops  felt 
to  engage  the  Imperialists  in  a  place  more- favour- 
able to  the  inferiority  of  their  number.     The   Ge- 
neral received  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  had  com- 
-menced  a  lively   cannonade  on  the  Adige,  between 
Ronco  and  Porto-Legnago.     The  forces,   ranged  in 
front  of  General  Jouberr,  no  longer  left  any  uncer- 
tai  ity  as  to  the  mtcntion.-s  oOhe    A.uifriaj\£  ,   it  was 
j  tat  Alvhizi  \*5vfli«cj  to  penetrate  by  Rivoli  with 

Ui^  principal  forces,  which  exceeded  u\ove  than  . 
bic  the  number  of  thofe  under  the  command  of  Jou- 
Dert,  and  In  this  direction,  to  i  .        i.     Biie-na- 

parte   inftandy   formed   n:s  reioluticn ;   and   having 
given  mftruc'tions  on  the    Lower  Adige  and  at   Ve- 
.  rona,  put  in  motion  a  part  of  the  divifion  ot  General 
.  M  alien  a  :    he  ordered  the  troops,  under  the  command 
of  General  Rev,  at  Defanzano,  to  auvance  in  diife- 
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rent  columns,  to  Rivoli ;  and  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  fet  out  in  perfon  with  all  his  etat-major  for 
that  place,  which -he  reached  at  midnight.  The  dif- 
pofitions  of  General  Joubert  were  no  longer  necef- 
iary  after  the  arrival  of  thefe  reinforcements,  and  of 
General  Buonaparte  in  perfon,  who  having  aflumed 
the  command,  directed  Joubert  to  refume  the  im- 
portant pofition  in  front  of  the  plateau  of  Rivoli,  and 
particularly  the  poll  of  San-Marco,  that  had  been 
evacuated.  This  poll  was  the  key  of  the  pofition  of 
the  plateau,  the  only  point  by  which  the  enemy  couid 
advance  their  cavalry  and  artillery,  between  the  Adige 
and  the  lake  of  Garda. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  accompanied  by  the 
Generals  commanding  the   divisions  and    his   etat- 
major,  fpent  the  night  in  reconnoitring  the  ground, 
and  the  pofition  of  the  Imperialifts,  who  occupied  a 
formidable  line,  nearly  20,000  fhong,  having  their 
right  at  Caprino,  and  their  left  behind  San-Marco. 
Alvinzi  had,  feveral  days  before,  formed  his  plan  of 
attack  for  the  13th,  when  he  hoped  to  furround  Ge- 
neral Joubert's  divifion.     This  plan  he  now  endea- 
voured to  execute,   without  entertaining  a  fufpicion 
of  the  arrival  of  the  French  General  in  perfon,  or 
of  the   reinforcements  Joubert  had  received  at  the 
moment  the  engagement  began.     The  order  given 
to  retake  the  fmall  pofts  in  front  of  the  plateau  of 
Rivoli,  occasioned,  during  the  whole  night,  a  fire  of 
mufketry  between  the  advanced   pofts :  but  the  re- 
capture of  the  pofition  of  San-Marco  by  the  French, 
at  five  in  the  morning,  produced  a  general  battle,  an 
event  which   began  to  give  great  uneafinefs  to  Al- 
viuzi,  as  it  necefiarily  retarded,   for  fome  hours,  his 
plan  of  attack. 
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,  General  Joubert,  at  the  head  of  a  part  of  his  co- 
lumn,  attacked  the  Imperialifts  along   the   line  of 
the  heights  of  San-Marco.     The    reft  of  his  divi- 
fion  occupied  the  centre  of  the  line,  the  left  of  which 
was  to  be  fucceffively  reinforced  from  the  divifions 
of  Maffena  and  General  Rey.     The   iSth  demi-  bri- 
gade received  orders  to  advance  by  the  left  of  the 
line  of  attack,  and  follow  the  directions  of  General 
Buonaparte,  which  were  not  to  fpread  the  troops, 
but  only  to  extend  their  flanks.     General  Joubert 
having  made  confiderable  progrefs  along  the  heights 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Adige  towards  La  Corona, 
the  reft  of  the  line  likewife  advanced,  and  obtained 
fome  fuccefles:  the  centre  occupied  the  heights  that 
command  the  village  of  St.  Martin.    The  14th  demi- 
brigade,  under  Berthier,  in  the  centre,  had  directions 
to  act  according  to  circumftances.     This  reierve  ad- 
vanced, having  previously  detached  a  battalion   to 
attack  St.  Martin  the  moment  the  left  of  the  French 
line  was  lohng  ground;  this  movement  was  the  more 
dangerous,  as  the  troops  that  followed  the  Auftrians 
on  the  heights  to  the  left  had  loft  fome  advantages. 
Buonapai  te  proceeded,  in  perfon,  to  the  left,  but  in  the 
mean  time,   the   29th   and  85th  demi-brigades  had 
fallen  back:  the   battalion  of  the  14th,   which  had 
driven  the  Imperiaikls  from  St.  Martin,  was  repulfed, 
but  kept  the  enemy  in  check  by  its  fpirited  fire  from, 
the  hedges  furrouuding . the  village.     The   height  oc- 
cupied by  this  demi-brigade,  covered  the  only  open- 
ing by  which  the  right,  under  General  Joubert,  could 
retire;  and  the  Imperialifts   had  collected  ail  their 
forces  to  bear  down  on   the   centre.     Buonaparte, 
feeling  the  importance  of  this  poft,  and  obferving 
r  3 
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the  critical  fituation  in  which  the  troops. were  placed, 
being  completely  turned  on  their  left  by  a  part  of  the 
enemy's  right,  haftened  to  the  place,  at  the  fame 
time  ordering  the  3 2d  demi-brigade,  that  had  ar- 
rived from  Verona,  to  advance  immediately,  under 
the  command  of  General  MafTena :  they  inftanrly 
forced  the  enemy  to  retire,  and  the  pofts  formerly 
occupied  by  the  29th  and  85th  were  recovered ;  the 
right,  which  was  on  the  elevated  bank,  had  re- 
marked the  momentary  diforder  of  the  left,  and  had 
fallen  back  to  the  height  in  the  centre,  and  defiled- 
by  the  paffage,  covered  by  the  height,  occupied  by 
the  14th  demi-brigade.  General  Berthier  had  dif- 
patched  the  2d  battalion  to  favour  the  retreat  of  the- 
troops  occupying  the  hedges  of  St.  Martin,  while  he,, 
with  the  3d,  occupied  the  height  in  the  centre,  and, 
furroundeo  by  the  enemy's  centre,. and  a  part  of  their 
right,  maintained  its  pofition  for  feveral  minutes,  but 
the  right  of  the  Republicans,  was-  driven  to  itivoli. 
in  great  diforder. 

The  battle  had  now  lafted  three  hours  :  one  of  .the 
Auftrian  columns,  which  had  filed  along  the  Adigej 
proceeded  to  the /ilateau  of  Rivoli,  with  an  intent  to 
carry  it,  and,  in  this  direction,  threatened  to  turn  the 
right  and  centre.  Buonaparte  ordered  General  Le- 
elerc  to  charge  the  Imperialifb,  if  they  fucceeded  in 
carrying  the  plateau,  while  Lafalle,  chief  of  fquadron^ 
•was  directed,  with  a, detachment  of  dragoons,  to  take 
in  flank  the  Auftrian  infantry,  whe  attacked  the 
French  centre.  At  the  fame  inftant  Joubert  fent 
down  fome  battalions  from  the  heights  of  San-Marco, 
who  precipitated  themfelves  on  the  plateau  \  and  the 
Imperialifts,  who  had  already  penetrated  to  it,,  were 
driven  into  the  valley  c£.  the  Adige,  leaving  a  great 
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number  of  dead,  and  part  of  their  artillery.  Nearly 
at  the  fame  moment,  the  Auftrian  column,  which  had? 
been  fome  time  on  its  march  to  turn>the  French,  and: 
cut  off  their  retreat,  formed- in  order  of  battle  behind 
Rivoli,  in  the  rear  of  the  French,  and  covered  all  the- 
heights  between  the  Adige  and  the  Lake  of.  Garda,- 
fo  that  the  French  line  was:  completely  turned,  and* 
all  communication  cutoff  with  Verona  and  Pefchiera: : 
two  battalions-of  the  Auftrians,  confident  of  fuccefs, 
exclaimed,  U'e  have  them!  and  ^proceeding  by  the- 
valley  of  the  Adige,  advanced  with. fury  to  carry  th© 
entrenchments  of  Rivolij  but  were  repulfed  in  three- 
attacks :  meanwhile,  Buonaparte  had  planted  four 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  that  cannonaded  the  right  of 
the  Auftrian  line.  The  i8tb.  and  fome  troops  of 
the  75th  demi-brigade,  under  Generals  Brune  and 
Monnier,  advanced,  in  three  columns,  and  attacking 
the  right  wing  of  the  Auftrian  line,  that  occupied  an 
advantageous-height  in  the  rear  of  the  French  ;  in  an 
inftant  the  whole  Auftrian  column,  confifting  of  4,000 
men,  were  taken  prifoners. 

Buonaparte  having  received  no  intelligence  of  Ge- 
neral Augereau,  conje&ured  that  his  communication 
with  Verona  might  be  intercepted  :  the  Imperialifts 
were  frill  mafters  of  La  Corona;  he  ordered  Joubert 
to  attack  that  place  on  the  15th,  and  he  alfodiretfed 
the  troops,  which  Joubert  could  fpare  to  proceed  to-? 
wards  Verona  and  Caftelnovo,  and  he  fetout  in  per- 
fon,  for  the  latter  place,  where  he  learned  that  the  Au- 
ftrian column  of  about  10,000  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Provera,  had,  in  the  night  of  the 
13th,  croffed  the  Adige,  under  the  fire  of  a  numerous 
artillery  at  Anguiari,  and  the  General  Giueux,  who 
guarded  the  Adige  in  that  quarter,  had  been  obliged 
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to  retire  to  Ronco.  Having  arrived  at  Villafranca, 
he  ordered  four  demi-brigades  to  advance  from  that 
place  ;  and  conjecturing  that  Augereau,  if  not  de- 
feated, muft  be  following  the  column  of  Provera, 
he  proceeded,  in  perfon,  to  Roverbella,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  evening  of  the  14th, .with  his  reinforce- 
ments. Here  he  learned,  that  Augereau  had  on  the 
fame  da,y  collected  all  his  troops,  with  an  intent  to 
fall  on  Provera's  column,  which  had  no  other  object, 
after  crofling  the  river,  than  to  march  rapidly  to 
Mantua.  General  Point  commanded  the  left  of  the 
attack,  and  General  Lafnes  the  right,  whilft  Ge- 
nerals Guiciix  and  Bon  marched  from  Ronco  to 
take  the  enemy  in  the  rear :  the  attack  was  made- 
with  great  boldnefs,  and  the  Imperialists  loft  near 
1,500  prile;ters,  feveral  officers,  and  10  pieces  of 
ordnance  ;  thtir  bridge  acrofs  the  Adige  was 
burned.  The  reft  of  the  Auftrian  column  filed  off 
towards  Mantua;  and  on  the  15th,  at  noon,  Ge- 
neral Provera  arrived,  with  6,000  men,  at  the 
fiiburb  of  St.  George,  and  attacked  it:  it  was  well 
defended  by  entrenchments ;  General  Miolis,  who, 
on  being  fummoned  to  furrender,  anfwered,  that 
he  would  fight;  and  Provera,  unable  to  make  any 
impreffion  on  this  peft,  difcontinued  the  attack. 

The  Imperialifts,  after  the  afLir  of  the  14th,  hav- 
ing maintained  a  poll  at  San- Marco,  Joubert  de- 
tached General  Vial  to  attack  it  on  the  night  of  the 
14th.  The  divificn  of  the  centre,  commanded  by 
General  Baraguey-d'HUliers,  p.oceedod  to  St.  Martin, 
from  whence  they  drove  the  Imperialifts,  and  took 
their  artillery.  The  column  of  the  right,  under  Ge- 
neral Via!,  dhputed  the  heights  ahnoft  the  whole  of 
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*he  15th,  with  the  Imperialifis ;  but  Joubert,  who 
had  directed  a  column,  under  General  Vaux,  to  turn 
them,  and  gain  La  Corona  before  they  could 
reach  it,  by  approaching  in  the  rear  of  Monte- 
baldo,  arrived  there  before  General  Vaux.  The 
Auftrians  now,  finding  their  retreat  cut  off,  were 
thrown  into  confufion,  and  6,000  of  them  being 
furounded,  laid  down  their  arms  ;  thofe  who  occu- 
pied the  valley  of  the  Adige  retiring  in  diforder 
towards  the  Tyrol. 

In  the  night  of  the  15th  Buonaparte  haftened  to 
St.  Anthony,  where  he  gave  orders  to  attack  the  co- 
lumn of  Provera  on  the  16th.  This  General  finding 
that  he  could  not  make  himfelf  matter  of  St.  George 
by  main  force,  and  having  received  no  intelligence 
of  the  main  body  of  Alvinzi's  army,  could  now 
only  indulge  a  hope  of  being  able  to  engage  the 
French  with  advantage,  when  acting  in  combina- 
tion with  a  powerful  fally  of  the  garrifon  of  Man- 
tua. Buonaparte,  therefore,  laboured  to  prevent  this 
junction,  and  to  furround  the  column  of  Provera : 
General  Dumas  was  polled,  with  a  corps  of  obferva- 
tien  at  St.  Anthony,  in  front  of  the  citadel;  General 
Serrurier,  with  a  column  of  1,500  men,  began  his 
march  an  hour  before  day-break,  and  proceeded  to 
La  Favorite,  whilft  General  Victor,  with  the  57th 
an4  1 8th  demi- brigades,  turned  General  Provera. 
The  Imperialifts  had  profited  of  the  night-time,  to 
difpatch  a  corps,  by  the  citadel,  to  make  themfelves 
matters  of  La  Favorite,  but  while  executing  this  move- 
ment, they  were  vigoroufly  attacked  by  l  he  van  of  Set- 
rurier's  column:  the  garrifon,  at  the  fame  time,  made 
a  fal!y  in  confiderable  force,  though  without  being  able 
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to  gain  La  Favorite,  they  found  it  impoffibie  to  ef- 
fect a  junction  with  Provera's  column  :  thefe  troops, 
however,  having  got  pofleflion  of  St.  Anthony, 
Buonaparte,  detached  a  reinforcement  of  two  bat- 
talions to  that  quarter,  which  prevented  the  gar- 
rifon  from  making  any  farther  progrefs,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  their  efforts.  General  Victor  now  at- 
tacked, and  turned,  General  Provera's  troops,  and 
General  Miolis,  who  occupied  St.  George,  made  a 
fafiy  (a  opportunely,  that  Provera,  part  of  whofe  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  had  already  laid  clown  their  arms,, 
found  himfeif,  and- the  reft  of  his  column,  completely 
furrotsnded  ;  on  which  the  3*d  demi-brigade,  fup- 
ported  by  the  75th,  compelled  this  gallant  Genera!,, 
and  the  remainder  of  his  column,  to  furrender  at 
difcretion.  The  French,  upon  this  occafiori,  took. 
6,000  infi.ntry,  700  cavalry,  22  pieces  of  cannon,, 
•all  the  waggons  and  baggage,  and  the  entire 
corps  of  the  Volumeeis  ot  Vienna.  Four  hun- 
dred of  the  garrifon  of  Mantua  were  alfo  taken  ; 
the  reft  of  the  troops,  who  had  tallied  out  of  the 
fortr: fs,  having  effected  their  retreat:  after  this  the 
French  again  occupied  their  pofts  for  carrying  on 
the  blockade. 

General  Alvinzi's  army  was  now  quite  enfeebled  : 
in  the  fpa^e  of  four  days  the  Republicans  had 
fought  two  pitched  battles,  fix  inferior  actions, 
and  took  nearly  25,000  prifoners,  among  whom 
were  a  lieutenant-general,  two  generals,  and  12  or 
15.  colonels,  with  20  ilamlards,  60  pieces  of  can- 
non, with  their  wagons,  and  all  the  baggage  of 
•  General  Provera's  column,  befides  killing  or  wound- 
ing about  6,000  men.     General  Rev  was  charged 


KAPOLfiON    BUONAP-ARTE.  l/}5 

-with  conducting  the  prifoners  to  Grenoble  by 
detachments  of  3,000  men,  at  the  diftance  of  one 
day's  march  from  each  other,  under  the  efcort 
of  the  58th  demi-brigade,  and  a  fquadron  of  ca- 
valry. All  the  troops  performed  wonders.  "  The 
Roman  legions,"  faid  Buonaparte  in  his  difpatches, 
"  are  reported  to  have  marched  twenty-four  miles 
a  day :  our  brigades,  though  fighting  at  intervals, 
jnarch  thirty. " 


* 
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CHAPTER    XV. 


Various  Aclions  in  Italy.— The  French  enter  Trent, 
and  obtain  great  Advantages. — Mantua  capitulates,  after 
a  moji  gallant  Defence.— Lift  of  the  immenfe  Quantities 
of  Stores  taken  ih«re. — Auger eau  jirefents  Sixty  Standards 
to  the  Directory. — Speech  of  the  Mini  ft  er  of  War. — Au- 
gereait's  Speech. — Buonapartes  Proclamation  to  the  Army 
of  Italy. 

JDURING  thefe  tranfa&ions  the  divifion  of  Ge- 
neral Augereau  proceeded  to  Padua  ;  and,  after  pafs- 
ing  the  Brenta,  advanced  to  Citadella,  from  whence 
the  Auftrians  fled  at  its  approach.  General  Mafl'ena, 
who  had  left  Vicenza  on  the  24th,  to  unite  with  Au- 
gereau, and  drive  the  Auftrians  from  Baflano,  learned 
on  the  26th,  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  that  place 
during  the  night,  and  had  proceeded  along  the  banks 
of  the  Brenta  to  Carpenedolo  and  Crefpo  :  he,  there- 
fore, directed  General  Menard  to  march  with  the 
25th  demi-brigade,  filing  along  the  right  bank  of 
the  Brenta,  to  Carpenedolo,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
ordered  another  party,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
to  proceed  to  this  village  by  the  left  bank  of  the 
Brenta :  thefe  troops  came  up  with  the  Imperialifts 
near  Carpenedolo,  when  a  very  fharp  conteft  took 
place  on  the  bridge,  but  the  latter,  after  a  defperate 
refiftance,  were  forced  to  retreat,  leaving  200  dead, 
and  900  prifoners,  among  whom  were  a  major,  and 
twelve  other  officers.  The  divifion  of  General  Jou- 
bert  marched  in  purfuit  of  the  Auftrians,  who  fled 
into  the  defiles  of  tne  Tyrol;  where  be  encountered 
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their  rear  guard,  and,  at  Avio,  after  a  flight  action, 
took  300  prifoners. 

The  Imperialifts  retired  to  Mori  and  Torbola, 
having  their  right  covered  by  the  lake,  and  their 
left  by  the  Adige.  General  Murat  embarked  with 
200  men,  and  landed  his  troops  at  Torbola :  Ge- 
neral Vial,  at  the  head  of  the  light  infantry,  after  a 
long  march  through  the  fnow,  and  along  the  mod 
rugged  mountains,  turned  the  pofaion  of  the  Au- 
ftrians, and  obliged  a  body  of  450  men,  and  iz 
officers,  to  furrender.  General  Joubert  entered  Ro- 
veredo,  and  the  Auftrians  having  fortified,  with  the 
greateft  care,  the  pafs  of  Calliano,  rendered  famous 
by  the  victory  which  the  French  had  gained  there  on 
their  firft  entering  the  Tyrol,  appeared  difpofed  to  con- 
teft  their  entrance  into  Trent ;  but  this  effort  was  of  the 
feme  kind,  as  the  thoufand  puny  attempts  which  had 
already  marked  the  irrefolute  and  unfyftematic  con- 
duct of  the  Alies,  as  only  entitled  to  derifion  and 
contempt.  General  Beliard  endeavoured  to  turn  the 
right  of  the  Auftrians,  while  General  Vial,  continuin» 
his  march  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Adige,  routed 
them,  took  300  prifoners,  and  arrived  at  Trent, 
where  he  found  2,000  fick  and  wounded,  whom  the 
Auftrians  had  left  behind  them  in  their  flight,  and 
recommended  to  the  humanity  of  the  French;  fe- 
veral  magazines  were  alfo  captured  at  this  place. 
During  thefe  tranfadtions,  General  Maflena  ordered 
two  demi-brigades  to  advance,  and  attack  the  caftle 
ef  La  Scab,  between  Feltra  and  Primolazo,  but 
its  defenders  fled  on  the  approach  of  the  French : 
and  retired  behind  the  Prada,  leaving  a  part  of  their 
baggage  behind  them. 
.    vox.,  11.— no  xix.  s 
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The  divifion  of  General  Joubert,  after  making  ft- 
felf  mafter  of  Trent,  proceeded  to  take  the  pofition 
of  Lavis  and  Segonzano.  The  brigade  of  Vial  at- 
tacked the  village  of  Lavis,  where  the  enemy  were 
in  force;  the  4th,  17th,  and  29th  demi-brigades  of 
light  infantry,  Supported  by  the  14th,  feized  on  the 
height  commanding  the  village  on  the  right,  whilft  a 
detachment  of  the  troops,  under  General  Vial,  drove 
back  the  enemy,  and  purfued  them  as  far  as  St.  Mi- 
chael, taking  800  prifoners.:  the  29th  demi-brigade 
alone  entirely  defeated  3,000  Hungarians.  Next 
day  the  enemy  requefted  a  fnfpenfion  of  arms  for 
24  hours,  but  were  anfwered  by  a  new  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  French.  The  junction  of  the  divifions 
■under  Maflena  and  Joubert  decided  the  fate  of 
Mantua,  as  it  was  rendered  certain  that  the  city 
could  not  poffibly  be  fupplied  with  frefh  fuccours. 

The  gallant,  but  unfortunate,  Wurmfer  had  made 
frequent  fallies,  but  had  always  been  overcome; 
yet  his  valour  and  intrepidity,  had  gained  him  the 
admiration  even  of  the  enemy  he  fought  with:  the 
fieoe  which  he  fuftained,  is  faid  to  have  coft  the  Em- 
peror 22,000,  and  the  French  24,000  men ;  and,  at 
laft  it  was  not  abandoned  for  want  of  courage,  but 
from  the  hard  preflure  of  famine  and  difeafe.  On 
the  2d  of  February,  1797,  a  conference  was  held 
between  Generals  Wurmfer  and  Serrurier,  to  fix  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  when  it  appeared  that  the 
hofpitals  were  crowded  with  fick,  and  that  all  the 
horfes  had  been  devoured  by  that  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon  wr.o  had  furvived  the  dreadful  conflicts  with- 
out, and  the  horrors  within  the  walls.  On  this  oc- 
rafion  Buonaparte  difplayed  the  generofity  of  a  fol- 
der towards  Marihal  Wurmfer,  a  veteran  70  years 
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©f  age;  who,  after  lofing  the  greater  part  of  his 
army,  and  the  country  of  the  Tyrol,  conceived  the 
daring  project  of  reaching  and  taking  refuge  in 
Mantua,  although  diftant  from  it  not  lefs  than  five 
days  march;  and  who  accomplifhed  this  object  in 
fpite  of  the  efforts  of  a  Buonaparte  to  prevent  him. 

The  citadel  was  taken  polTeffion  of  on  the  3d  of 
February:  the  Auftrians  marched  out  with  th«  ho- 
nours of  war,  but  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  glacis, 
and  became  prifoners.  General  Wurmfer  was  ex- 
empted, together  with  his  whole  fuite,  the  General 
officers,  the  etat-major,  and  whoever  elfe  the  brave 
Veteran  thought  proper  to  nominate.  He  was  al- 
lowed 100  cavalry,  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  their 
waggons,  and  500  perfons  of  his  own  felection ; 
and  the  700  men,  by  whom  he  was  accompanied, 
■were  not  to.  appear  in  a  hoftile  manner  againft  the 
French  Republic  for  the  fpace  of  three  months. 
The  rights,  privileges,  property,  and  religion  of  the 
inhabitants  were  to  be  preferved  inviolate,  and  no 
inquiry  was  to  be  inflituted  reflecting  their  conduct 
who  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  Emperor.  Intel- 
ligence of  this  furrender  was  received  with  the  moft 
lively  joy  at  Paris,  and  the  Conftituted  Authorities 
took  every  means  to  give  eclat  to  the  event. 

On  the  1 8th  oi  February,  the  Executive  Directory- 
received  the  new  trophies  of  the  army  of  Italy;  and 
on  their  repairing  to  the  hail  of  public  audience,  the 
fiandards  taken  in  the  late  engagements,  were  intro- 
duced amid;-  reiterated  acclamations  of  Five  la  Re- 
jiublique !  Thefe  enfigns  were  preceded  by  the  Mi- 
nifte.  of  War," accom  >a:ued  by  the  chief  of  fqua- 
dron,  lieflierei,  wl  <  was  eiitruiled  by  the  General 
in  Chi  f  with  me  charge  oi  preienting  them  to  the 
Directory.     Tne  min^cer,  alter  obferving  in  his  ad- 
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drefs,  that  the  army  of  Italy,  always  victorious,  {till 
continued  to  prefent  new  monuments  of  its  glory,  in- 
formed the  Directory,  that  they  now  beheld  the  tro- 
phies of  its  laft  fucceffes, — the  ftandards  of  Alvinzy, 
and  of  the  captive  Provera, — "  At  this  moment,  faid 
he,  30,000  of  thefe  Auflrians,  who  had  flattered  them- 
fclves  with  compelling  us  to  repafs  the  Alps,  climb 
thofe  Alps  themielves;  but  they  climb  them — van- 
quished, difarmed,  and  prifoners  !*' 

With  the  ftandards,  was  prefented  the  following 
List  of  the  principal  Articles  of  Artillery  in  the 
town  and  citadel  of  Mantua,  on  the  ad  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1797: 

Erafs  Pieces. — Auftrian  pieces,  from  a  calibre  of  36 

to  16  ' 126 

.    15  and  under  175 

Mortars  56 

Swivels  * 

Small  mortars  for  grenades   . 40 

Boites  de  rejouiffance 10 

Small  pieces  for  veffels  on  the  lake    7 

Iron  pieces  from  a  calibre  of  6  to  12  »....     11 

Swivels 4 

Total 500 

Field  pieces  for  the  defence  of  the  place  and  the  ad- 
vanced works 43 

Howitzers 16 

Mufkets,  of  which  5,000  were  in  good  condition...  17,115 
Wood  and  other  articles  for  the  reparation  of  arms, 

&c 
Piftols,  of  winch  2,500  were  in  good  condition...     4>484 
A  great  quantity  of  wood,  &c.   for  repairing  do. 

Mew  iron  in  bars  lbs.      16,100 

Old  ditto    « 20,100 
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Bullets lbs.  165,400 

Lead,  in  bars 156,000 

Powder •••  529»00° 

Infantry  cartridges 1,214,000 

Cavalry  ditto   160,228 

Artillery  ditto  of  every  fize,  for  cannon »4>746 

for  howitzers  2,093 

Cannon  balls  of  different  fizes  187,319 

Bomb-fbells  of  different  fizes i4»5°* 

Prepared  combuftibles  of  every  kind *>°93 

Grape-fliot  of  all  fizes 3>8*3 

FIELD  EO^UIFAGE  OF  THE  DIVISION  OF   GENERAL 
WURMSER. 

Cannons,  three  pounders 26 

fix  ditto    6 

twelve  ditto 2 

Howitzers  of  feven  inches 4 

Total 38 

Cartridges  for  three  pounders 5>736 

fix  ditto  i>83<S 

twelve  ditto 540 

Grape -mot  for  three   1,200 

fix  ditto 340 

twelve  ditto 164 

Carriages  and  waggons 184 

Equipage  of  twenty-five  pontoons 1 

In  this  Lift,  the  arms  laid  down  by  the  Auftrian  garrifon 
are  not  comprifed. 

On  the  28th,  whilft  a  corps  of  military  .muficians 
performed  the  favourite  airs  of  the  Frerfch,  a  dis- 
charge of  artillery  announced  the  arrival  of  the  60 
ftandards  taken  at  Mantua,  and  of  General  Auge- 
reau,  charged  with  preferring  them  to  the  Directory, 
He  entered,  amidit  univerfal  acclamations  and  reite- 
s  3 
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rated  cries  of  Five  la  Repuhlique  !  and  was  preceded 
by  60  veteran  warriors,  each,  with  republican  pride, 
bearing  an  Aultrian  ftandard.  On  his  arrival  at  the 
Eftrade,  the  General  tvas  prefented  to  the  Directory 
by  the  Mimfter  of  War,  who  obferved,  in  his  addrefs, 
that, 

"  At  the  moment,  when  fo  many  kings  combined  againft 
France,  and  when  the  inexperience  of  her  troops,  and  the 
pu'ffance  of  her  foes,  were  exaggerated,  it  was  far  from 
being  forcfeen,  that  the  Genius  of  the  Republic,  fwteping 
the  Imperial  eagle  before  her,  would  fpread  her  wings  from 
Holland  to  the  banks  of  the   Tiber:  But  it  belonged  to  a 
people,  who  had  recovered  their  own  liberty,  to  revive  it- 
in  thofe  places,  which  were  formerly  its  cradle.     Our  firft 
campaigns  were  rendtred    remarkable  by  that  fudden  ex- 
plofion,  which,  precipitating   on    the   frontiers    a  million 
of  foldiers,  oppofed  enthufiafm  and  courage  to  experience. 
The  prefent  campaign  exhibited  a  fpedtacle  of  a  different 
afpe£t  j  the  genius  of  a  Htro  ftruggling  againft  the  know- 
ledge of  old   and   experienced  warriors  -y   French,  valour, 
bounding  over   mountains,   rivers,     and    tvery    difficulty 
which  nature  and  art  could  oppofe,  and  in   the  midft  of  fo 
many  battles,  and   the  intoxication  of  fo  many  victories, 
ftill    retaining  its  character  of  mildnefs    and  generofity. 
Our  warriors,  in  their  triumphal  march,  fliew  themfelves 
the  deliverers  of  the  people,  and  not  the  deftroyers  of  the 
governments ;   the  protectors  of  religion,  and  the  friends 
of  the  arts,   whole  native  country   they   have  conquered. 
•'  To  me,"  concluded  the  Minifter,    "  it   gives  exquifite 
iatisfacliun  to  piefent   to  the  Directory,  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment, the  monuments  of  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  and  the 
brave  Augcreau,  who,  in  a  moment  of  peril,  imitating  the 
example  of  Buonaparte,   grafped  a  ftandard,  and,  darting 
forward  in  front  of  our  battalions,  decided  the  vldtory." 

The  public  were  impatient  to  hear  the  General : 
on  beholding  him,  the  fpectator  traced,  in  imagina- 


NAPQtBOH    BUONAPARTE.  283 

lion,  all  the  battles  in  which  this  folJier  nad  obtained 
renown.  By  his  fide  flood  his-  father;  a  vetcan, 
whofe  martial  appearance  feemed  16 11,  n'otwirhftand- 
ing  his  hoary  locks,  to  breathe  the  ardour  of  battle ; 
and  his  brother,  who,  in  quality  of  aid-de-camp, 
had  been  the  companion,  of  his  toils.  Near  him, 
they  alfo  remarked,  with  a  lively  in  lereft,  a  brother 
of  General  Buonaparte  (Jerome)  12.  years  of  age: 
every  one  was  earned  to  recognife  in.  tiie  figure  of 
this  youth,  traits  of  the  Conqueror  of  Italy.  A  pro- 
found filence  prevailed,  when  General  Augereau  ad- 
dreffed  the  Directory  in  the  following  terms  :. 

"  Citizens! 

"  The  army  of  Italy,,  in  whofe  name  I  depofit  thefe 
hoftile  enfigns,  by  the  fide  of  thofe  which  have  been  pre- 
fentcd  to  you  lince  the  commencement  of  its  glorious  cam- 
paign, has  charged  me  with  being  the  organ  of  its  ferxi- 
ments,  and  the  pledge  of  its  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
prefent  conftitution  ;  and  alfo  to  exprefs  to  you  the  defire 
it  feels,  to  procure  to  the  Republic  a  permanent  and  glo- 
rious peace.  Faithful  to  its  oath,  and  flrong  in  its  courage 
and  the  efteem  of  the  friends  of  the  Republican  Govern- 
ment, the  army  will  juftifv,  in  the  enfuing  campaign,  the 
reputation  it  has  acquired,  within  the  fpace  of  eleven 
months,  in  fixty-four  engagements,  and  twenty-feven 
pitched  battles :  it  was  not  enough  for  its  glory  to  deftroy 
five  numerous  armies  of  the  enerov  ;  the  obftinate  ambi- 
tion of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  prodigal  of  human  blood, 
founded  its  hope,  of  preftrvit.g  the  fceptre  of  Italy  in  the 
garrifon  that  defended  Mantua.  The  number  <  f  the  com- 
batants, the  reputation  of  the  General  flint  up  in  that 
fort,  cfs,  and  its  ample  fupply  of  provifions,  all  concurred 
in  fofte.iing this  chimerical  dtfire,  and  affording  ridiculous 
pretentions  to  the  agent  of  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  dif- 
patched  to  Vicenza  for  the  purpofe  of  concerting  preli- 
minaries  of  peace  :  it  was,  therefore,   referved  for  the 
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glory  of  this  army,  and  at  the  reward  of  its  fatigues  and 
its  courage,  to  take  pofleffion  of  Mantua,  in  the  name  of 
the  Republic,  and  by  that  acquifnion  to  fecure  the  con- 
queft  of  Italy.  What  efforts  can  the  enemy  hereafter 
oppofe  to  Republican  foldiers,  who  have  fo  often  triumphed 
over  their  numerous  phalanxes,  and  over  obftacles  which 
nature  has  created  in  the  infinity  of  ages  ; — foldiers,  who 
are  familiarifed  with  hunger,  thirft,  and  forced  marches, 
and  to  whom  privations  coft  but  little  ?  So  many  virtues, 
Citizens,  would  not  fufficiently  contribute  to  the  glory  of 
our  brethren  in  arms,  if  they  did  not  derive  their  princi- 
ples from  the  facred  love  of  liberty,  and  had  not  in  view 
the  honour  and  happinefs  of  their  country.  Yet,  fuch  is 
the  effeft  of  human  pafiions,  fo  many  virtues  could  not 
fafl  to  provoke  calumny  ;  but  let  thefe  malignant  libellers 
enter  into  our  ranks,  and  learn,  from  the  mouths,  even  of 
ftrangers,  the  eulogies  beftowed  on  the  French  troops,  and 
we  will  be  fufficiently  avenged.  What !  do  thefe  enemies 
of  their  country,  thefe  cowardly  courtiers,  dare  to  flatter 
themfelves  with  giving  us  a  majler?  Think  they,  that  the 
Republican  foldiers  have  fought  for  fix  years  to  obtain  any 
ether /overeign  than  the  laivl  No,  citizens!  all  faftions 
ought  to  fall  before  your  wifdom  and  the  energy  of  the 
armies; — it  is  only  for  the  maintenance  of  the  conftitution 
they  have  accepted,  and  for  the  profperity  of  the  Repub- 
lic that  they  are  difpofed  to  fhed  their  blood.  While  you 
confecrate  your  moments  to  preferve  the  conftitutional  de- 
pofit,  and  crufh  the  malevolent,  the  army  of  Italy  will  not 
ceafe  to  concur  in  feconding,  by  its  ufual  difcipline  and 
energy,  every  plan  tending  to  give  the  Republic  that  peace, 
which  is  the  defirable  object  of  all  her  friends.  May  your 
wifdom  and  courage  unite  the  olive  and  the  laurel,  and 
compel  the  foes  of  the  Republican  government  to  cheri/h, 
like  us — leutimentsof  peace." 

The  Prefident  of  the  Directory  exprefted  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  they  felt,  and  the  pleafure  entertained  by 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  205 

all  Frenchmen,  on  beholding>  within  that  circle,  the 
numerous  and  honourable  trophies  prefented  by  one 
of  the  heroes  of  Areola.  **  What  pleafures  ought  this 
fpectacle  to  afford  to  Paris,  the  cradle  of  the  Revolu- 
tion! —Paris,  that  can  boaft  of  having  given  birth  to 
one  of  thofe  warriors,  who  have  moft  dignified  the 
Republican  aims  in  the  Pyrenees  and  the  Alps  !  Let 
them  vaunt  of  the  eminent  exploits  of  the  greateii 
captains,  who  have  ferved  kings  :  thefe,  will  never 
equal  the  wonders  effected  by  the  ardent  lov.  of  li- 
berty, and  the  genius  of  that  facred  equality,  which, 
furmounting  every  obftacle,  places  man  in  the  fitua- 
tion  that  nature  and  virtue  intended.  "  Brave  Ge- 
neral!" continued  the  Prefident,  "inform  your  bre- 
thren in  arms,  that  their  exploits,  now  crowned  by 
the  capture  or  Mantua,  have  excited  an  univerfal 
enthuCafm,  which  has  reduced  to  filence  even  the 
implacable  enemies  of  their  country  :  carry  to  them 
the  tribute  of  our  gratitude  in  the  name  of  the  tri- 
umphant Republic,  that  delights  to  reckon  them 
among  her  firmeft  fupports." 

General  Buonaparte,  who  knew  how  to  pay  a  com- 
pliment in  due  feafon,  would  not  let  this  opportunity 
efcape  of  making  his  court  to  the  army,  and  pre- 
ferving  the  attachment  of  the  foldiers  j  he,  there- 
fore, took  the  earliefl  opportunity  of  addreiimg  them 
in  the  following 

PROCLAMATION: 

Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy ; 

to  tht  Soldiers  of  the  Arn-y  of  Italy. 

Head  Quarter?,  at  Bassano,  20  Vcn'.ose,  5th  Year. 
"  The  capture  of  Mantua  has  almoft  given  the  finifiiin^ 
ftroke  to  a  campaign,  which  has  entitled  you  to  the  eternal 
gratitude  of  your  country. 
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*•  You  have  proved  vi&orious  in  14  pitched  battles,  and,; 
in  70  engagements.— You  have  taken  more  than  100,000 
prifoners  :  you  have  alfo  obtained  from  the  enemy  500 
field  piece*,  and  2,000  large  cannon. 

"  The  contributions  levied  on  the  countries  you  have 
conquered,  have  fupported,  maintained,  and  paid  the  army,, 
during  the   whole  campaign  :   you   have,  moreover,  fent 
thirty  millions  to  the  Minifter  of  Finance,  for  the  increafe 
of  the  public  trcafure. 

,-  "**  You  have  enriched  the  mufeum  of  Paris  with  above. 
300  fubjects,  matter-pieces  of  ancient  and  modem  Italy, 
the  production  of  whkh  has  been  the  labour  of  30. ages. 
You  have  conquered  for  the  Republic,  the  rrneft  countries 
of  Europe  :  the  republic  of  Lombardy  and  Cifpadana,  are 
indebted  to  you  for  their  liberty.  The  colours  of  Prance, , 
for  the  firft  time,  wave  on  the  Adriatic  fhorcs,  oppofue 
and  within  24  hours  fail  of  the  ancient  city  of  Macedonia. 
The  Kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples,  the  Pope,  and  the 
Duke  of  Parma,  are  detached  from  the  coalition  of  out. 
enemies,  and  are  leagued  in  friendftiip  with  us. — You  have 
chafed  the  Engiiih  from  Leghorn,  Genoa,  and  Cornea ; 
but  you  have  nut  yet  finiihed  your  career.  A  more  fplen- 
did  achievement  is  in  referve  for  you  :  in  you  the  country 
places  its  deareft  hopes ;  continue  todeferve  its  confidence. 

"  Among  all  the  enemies,  who  coakfeed  to  ftifle  the  Re- 
public in  its  birth,  the  Emperor  alone  is  oppofed  to  us  :  this 
Prince,  degrading. birnfelf  from  the  rank  of  a  great  Poten- 
tate, is  in  the  pay  of  the  merchants  of  London  :  he  is  actu- 
ated by  no  other  policy,  has  no  other  will,  than  that  of  the 
perfidious  Iflanders,  who,  themfelves,  ftrangcrs  to  the  hor- 
rors of  war,  fmile  with  pleafure  at  the  miferies  of  the 
Continent. 

"  The  Executive  Directory  has  fpared  no  emkavoi  :s  to 
give  peace  to  Europe  :  the  moderation  of  its  pr opofals  w  as 
not  dilated  by  the  ftrength  of  its  armies;  it  c'id  not  con- 
sult your  courage,  but  followed  the  impulfe  of  humanity, 
and  aduire  to  behold  you  in  the  bofoms  of  your  families: 
its  voice  has  net  been  heard  at  Vienna,  and  there  is  no  other 
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hope  for  peace,  but  by  feeking  it  in  the  heart  of  the  here- 
ditary ftatesof  the  houfe  of  Auftria  :  you  will  there  find 
a  brave  race,  oppreffed  by  the  wars  againft  the  Turks,  and 
by  the  prefent  war.  The  inhabitants  of  Vienna,  and  the 
States  of  Auftria,  groan  under  a  fuperftitious  and  arbitrary 
government.  There  is  no  one  who  doubts  that  the  minifters 
of  the  Emperor,  have  been  corrupted  by  the  gold  of  the 
Englifh  :  you  will  refpect  their  religions,  theit  cufloms, 
their  property, — remember  it  is  liberty  you  are  carry- 
ing to  the  brave  Hungarians. 

*'  The  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  for  three  ages  has  been 
diminifhing  its  power  by  wars,  has  excited  the  difcontents 
of  the  people,  by  depriving  them  of  their  privileges;  it 
will  find  itfelf  reduced,  at  the  end  of  the  fixth  campaign 
(fince  it  forces  us  to  commence  it)  to  accept  fuck  a  peace 
as  we  fhall  be  pleafed  to  grant ;  and  will  defcend,  in  rea- 
lity, to  the  rank  of  a  fecondary  power,  in  which  it  has  al- 
ready placed  itfelf,  by  fubmitting  to  be  in  the  pay  and  at 
the  difpofal  of  England. 

(Signed)       Buonaparte." 


^ 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 


Buonaparte  meditates  the  Invajion  of  the  Pajial  Ter- 
ritories.— His  Letters  to  Cardinal  Matthei,  and  the 
Cardinal's  Anfwer. — General  Viftor  proceeds  towards 
Rome. — The  Pope  fends  Four  Plenipotentiaries  to  fue 
for  Peace. — The  Pope's  Letter  to  Buonaparte. — Buona- 
parte's Letter  to  the  Pope. — Particulars  of  the  Treaty.— 
Buonaparte  offers  to  proteft  the  Liberty  of  the  Republic 
of  St.  Marino."— Speech  of  Monge. — Intentions  of  Buo- 
naparte" in  making  the  offer. — Anfwer  of  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  St.  Marino  to  Monge' s  Speech. — Buonaparte 
makes  prefents  of  Cannon  and  Corn  to  St.  Marino.— 
Reflections  thereon. —  Buonaparte  gains  the  Applaufe  of 
the  learned  by  his  refpeftfor  the  Birth-place  of  Virgil. 

An  ardent  mind,  fubject  to  fo  little  control  as  that 
of  Buonaparte,  could  not  want  opportunities  of  in- 
dulging its  ambition.  The  Papal  States  could  now 
be  invaded  without  any  apprenenhons  being  enter- 
tained from  a  too  extenfive  difperfion  of  the  Repub- 
lican troops  ;  and  an  intercepted,  letter,  or  a  letter 
faid  to  have  been  intercepted  in  its  way  from  the 
Pope's  Secretary  to  the  Nuncio  at  Vienna,  afforded  a 
pretence  for  breaking  the  armiftice  that  had  been 
concluded. 

Buonaparte  had  previoufly  addrtfTed  the  following 
Letter : 

TO  CARDINAL  MATTHEI. 

"  The  court  of  Rome  has  refufed  to  accept  the  condi- 
tions of  peace  which  the  Directory  offers ;  fhe  has  broken 
the  truce — Ihe  arms — flie  wifhes  for  war,  and  Ihe  fhall 
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hive  it ;  and  you  know,  Cardinal,  the  ftrength  and  valour 
of  the  army  which  I  command.  To  deftroy  the  temporal 
power  of  the  Pope,  I  need  but  to  wifh  it.  Go  to  Rome, 
therefore,  and  enhghten  his  Hotinefs  as  to  his  true  intereft 
— deliver  him  from  the  intriguers,  who  befiege  him.  The 
French  Government  permits  me  to  receive  propofitionsof 
peace,  and  all  may  yet  be  fettled.  I  wifh  you,  M.  Car- 
dinal, in  your  miffion,  all  the  fuccefs  which  the  purity  of 
your  intentions  deferve. 

aid  OB.  1796.  Buonaparte." 

To  this  letter,  Cardinal  Matthei  returned  an  in- 
difcreetanfwer,  of  which  the  enfuing  is  an  abftract: 

TO  M.  GENERAL  BUONAPARTE. 
'•  1  have  laid  before  his  Holinefs  the  letter  which  you 
took  the  trouble  to  write  to  me,  M.  General. — The  Sove- 
reign Pontiff  hath  always  endeavoured  to  maintain  peace, 
for  this  purpofe  he  has  fubmitted  to  many  facrifices.  When 
France,  thrown  into  confufion  by  the  unfortunate  events 
which  have  afflicted  her  for  thefe  feven  years  pafi,  wrung 
his  heart  with  grief,  he  remembered  that  he  was  the  com- 
mon father  of  all  Chriftian  nations;  and  when  he  faw  his 
children  of  the  church  led  affray  by  the  moft  dangerous  fe- 
•dufhons,  he  thought  that  gentlcnefs  was  the  only  remedy 
which  he  could  employ,   huping  that  it  would  pleafe  God 
to  cure  them  of  their  blindnefs,   and   bring  them   back  to 
juft  and  reafonable  maxims.     The  fucctfs  qf  your  army  in 
Italy  has  fo  far  mifled  your  government,  that,  by  the  moft 
intolerable   abufe   of  profperity,  not  content  with  Living 
jhorn  the  lamb  to  the  quick,  they  wifhed  to  eat  it  alfo,  and 
even  required  of  tie   Pope  to  make  a  facriflce  of  his  con- 
fcience,  and   that  of  the   people  committed   to  his   care, 
in  exacting  the   overthrow  and   total  deftruclion  of  thofe 
fundamental  points  which   are  the  bafis  of  the  Chriftian. 
religion,  of   morality,  and  church  difcipline.     His  Holi- 
nefs, after  having,  in  vain,  foliated  the  Directory  to  liftcn 
vol.  n: — no.  xix.  t 


210  THE    LIFE    OF 

to  more  reafonable  conditions,  the  court  of  Rome  muft  pre- 
pare for  war  :  it  belongs  to  the  reft  of  Europe  to  decide 
who  has  been  the  aggreftbr.  Your  army  is  formidable, 
but  you  know  that  it  is  not  invincible  :  we  will  oppoie  to 
it  all  our  refources,  our  conftancy,  our  confidence  in  a  good 
caufe,  and,  above  all,  the  aid  of  the  Almighty.  You  fay 
you  defire  peace  ;  we  wifh  it  more  than  you  :  grant  it  upon 
moderate  conditions,  and  fuch  as  our  Allies  can  fubferibe 
to,  and  you  will  find  us  ready  to  yield.  On  his  parr,  his 
Holinefs  will  make  any  facrifice  to  obtain  it,  which  may 
not  be  inconfiftent  with  his  duty  :  we  venture  to  believe, 
M.  General,  that,  for  yourfelf,  you  incline  to  the  princi- 
ples of  juftice  and  humanity,  and  1  (hall  at  all  times  be 
happy  to  co-operate  with  you  in  the  great  affair  of  paci- 
fication. 

Rome,  Dec.  2,  1796.  Matthei." 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1797,  Buonaparte  recalled 
the  French  minifter  from  Rome,  and  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing letter 

TO  CARDINAL  MATTHEI. 
"  The  influence  of  foreigners  at  Rome  will  be  its  ruin  : 
the  words  of  peace  which  I  charged  yo\i  to  carry  to  his 
Holinefs,  were  ftifled  by  men  to  whom  the  glory  of  Rome 
is  nothing.  You  are  witnefs  how  much  I  defired  to  avoid 
the  horrors  of  war  ;  but  the  letter  which  I  fend  you,  and 
of  which  I  have  the  originals,  will  convince  you  of  the 
perfidy,  blindnefs,  and  obftinacy,  of  the  ccurt  of  Rcme. 
Whatever  may  happen,  I  entreat  you  to  affure  his  Ho- 
linefs, that  he  may  remain  at  Rome  without  any  inquie- 
tude :  as  the  firft  minifter  of  religion,  he  (hall  find  pro- 
teftinn  for  himfelf  and  the  church.  My  great  care  fliall 
be  to  introduce  no  change  in  the  religion  which  is  efta- 
bhfhcd. 

Buonaparte." 

General  Victor  was  now  ordered  to  march  to  Rome, 
an  expedition  which  he  commenced,  by  immediately 
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faking  Imola;  and  then  Faenza,  Forli,  Cezena,  Ra- 
venna, &c.  with  as  little  difficulty.  The  Papal  troops 
broka  down  the  bridges,  and  attempted  to  fortify 
themfelves  upon  the  Lenis ;  but,  inftead  of  relying 
upon  their  own  courage,  their  hopes  were  grounded 
upon  the  bleffings  of  St.  Peter  •nd  St.  Paul.  Victor 
was  not  difpofed  to  be  charmed  into  fubmiflioh;  and, 
therefore,  he  drove  the  infatuated  wretches  forward, 
"  like  chaff  before  the  wind."  A  general  panic 
fpread  itfelf  throughout  the  Ecclefiaftical  State ;  per- 
fons  of  all  ranks  endeavoured  to  efcape,  with  their 
property,  into  Naples,  and  the  Pope  difpatched  four 
Plenipotentiaries  with  a  letter  to  Buonaparte,  praying 
for  peace. 

This  letter,  with  its  anfvver,  will  ferve  to  fliew, 
that,  if  our  Hero  knew  how  to  flatter,  when  it  would 
ferve  his  turn,  he  himfelf  was  not  altogether  infen- 
fibleto  the  fhafts  of  flattery:  * 

POPE  PIUS  VI.  . 
"  Dear  Sok,  Health  and  Apoftolic  Benediction  ! 
H  Defiring  to  terminate  amicably  our  differences  with 
the  French  Republic,,  by  the  retreat  of  the  troops,  which  you 
command,  we  fend  and  depute  to  you,  as  our  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, two  ecclcfiaftics,  the  Cardinal  Matthei,  who  is  per- 
fectly known  to  you,  and  M.  Galeppi;  and  two  feculars, 
the  Duke  Louis  Brafchi,  our  nephew  ;  and  the  Marquis 
Camillo  Maffinio,  who  are  inverted  with  our  full  powers 
to  concert,  promife,  and  fubflribt,  fuch  conditions,  as  we 
hope  will  be  juft  and  reafonable,  obliging  ourfelves,  under 
our  faith  and  word,  to  approve  and  ratify  them  in  a  fpe- 
cial  form,  in  order  that  they  may  be  valid  and  inviolable  in 
all  future  time.  Aflured  of  the  fentiments  of  good-will 
which  you  have  manifested,  we  have  abftained  from  re- 
moving any  thing  from  Rome,  by  which  you  will  be  per- 
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fuadcd  of  the  entire  confidence  which  we  repofe  in  you. 
We  conclude,  by  afTuring  you  of  our  moft  perfeft  efteem, 
and  prefenting  you  with  the  paternal  Apoftolic  bene- 
diction. 

Pius,  P.  P.  VI." 

Given  at  St.  Peter,  in  Rome,  the  12th  February,  1797, 
the  2  2d  year  of  our  Pontificate. 

Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy, 
to  his  Holinefs  the  Pope. 

Head  Quarters  at  Tolentino,  1  Yentose,  5tb  Year. 
"  Most  Holy  Father! 

"  I  ought  to  thank  your  Holinefs  for  the  obliging  things 
contained  in  the  letter,  which  you  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  write  to  me. 

"  The  peace  between  the  French  Republic  and  your 
Holinefs  is  juft  figned  :  I  felicitate  myftlf  on  being  able  to 
contribute  to  your  perfonal  fafety. 

"  I  entreat  your  Holinefs  to  guard  againft  the  perfons 
now  at  Rome,  who  are  fold  to  the  courts,  the  enemies  of 
peace,  or  who  fuffer  themfclves  to  be  guided,  exclusively, 
by  the  paflion  of  hatred,  which  the  lofs  of  territory  en- 
genders. 

"  Europe  knows  the  pacific  inclinations,  and  the  virtue 
of  your  Holinefs.  The  French  Republic  will  be  one  of 
the  trueft  friends  of  Rome. 

'.'  I  fend  my  aid-de-camp,  chief  of  brigade,  to  exprefs 
to  your  Holinefs,  the  perfedt  efteem  and  veneration  which 
I  have  for  your  perfon,  and  to  entreat  you  to  confide  in 
thedefire  which  I  have  to  give  you,  on  every  occafion,  the 
refpjet  and  veneration,  with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 

Your  moil  obedient  Servant, 

Buonaparte." 

This  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Republic  and 
the  Pope  was  ratified  by  the  latter,  and   confirmed 
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by  the  French  Government:  it  provided  that  there 
fhould  be  peace,  amity,  and  good  intelligence,  be- 
tween the  Republic,  and  his  Holinefs,  and  that  the 
latter  revoked  all  adhefion,  confent,  or  acceflion,  by 
writing  or  fecret  promife,  given  by  him  to  the  coa- 
lition armed  againft  the  Republic,  and  to  every  treaty 
of  alliance,  offenfive  or  defensive,  entered  into  with 
any  power  or  ftate  whatever  :  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
fhips  of  war,  or  corfairs  of  the  powers  armed  againft 
the  Republic,  fhould  not  enter,  during  the  prefent 
war,  into  the  ports  or  roads  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  State. 
The  Republic  mould  continue  to  enjoy,  as  before  the 
war,  all  rhe  rights  and  prerogatives,  which  France 
had  at  Rome.  ,  The  Pope  renounced,  purely  and 
fimply,  all  rights  he  could  claim  to  the  towns  and 
territory  of  Avignon,  the  Comtat-Venaiffin,  and  its 
dependencies,  and  transferred  to  the  Republic,  all 
his  rights  to  the  territories,  known  by  the  names  of 
the  Legations  of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  Homagna ; 
he  engaged  to  pay  and  deliver,  at  Foligno,  to  the  trea- 
furers  of  the  French  army,  before  the  5th  of  March, 
the  fum  of  1 5,000,000 of  livres  Tournois,  10,000,000 
of  which  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  and  five  in  diamonds, 
and  other  precious  articles,  out  of  the  fum  of  about 
16,000,000,  ftill  remaining  due  on  the  9th  article  of 
the  armiftice,  figned  at  Bologna  on  the  21ft  of  June 
laft,  and  to  furnifli  to  the  army  800  cavalry  horfes,  with 
their  harnaffing,  800  draft  horfes,  befides  oxen,  buf- 
faloes, and  other  produce  of  the  territory  of  the 
church.  Independently  of  thofe  Aims,  the  Pope, 
by  the  12  th  article  of  this  treaty,  engaged  to  pay  to 
the  Republic  in  money,  diamonds,  or  other  valuables, 
the  fum  of  15,600,000  livres  Tournois,  10,000,000  of 
t  3 
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which  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of  March,  and 
5,000,000  in  that  of  April  following.  The  8th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  armiftice,  concerning  the  ma- 
jmfcripts  and  objects  of  the  arts,  was  to  receive  com- 
plete execution  with  all  poflible  promptitude  :  it  ivas- 
agreed,  that  the  French  army  fhould  evacuate  Urn- 
bria,  Perugia,  Camerino,  and  the  whole  of  the  terri- 
tory which  this  treaty  had  left  to  the  Pope,  as  foon 
as  the  articles  relating  to  the  payments  mould  be 
executed  and  accomplifhed.  His  Holinefs  confented 
to  difavow,  by  his  minifter  at  Paris,  the  affaffination 
of  Baffeville,  Secretary  of  Legation,  and  to  pay,  at 
the  difpofal  of  the  French  government,  the  fum  of 
300,000  livres,  to  be  divided  among  thofe  who  fuf- 
fered  by  that  deed:  he  alfo  engaged  to  fet  at  liberty 
all  thofe  in  a  ftate  of  detention  on  account  of  their 
political  opinions.  The  General  in  Chief  was  to 
to  permit  fuch  of  his  Holinefs  troops  as  were  pri- 
foners  of  war,  to  return  home,  immediately  on  the  ra- 
tification of  the  treaty;  and  it  was  agreed,  that, 
thofe  fundry  other  articles  of  minor  confideration, 
were,  without  exception,  to  be  obligatory  for  ever 
on  his  Holinefs  and  his  fucceffors. 

Buonaparte  feems  to  have  been  already  fo  much 
of  a  fovereign,  as  to  have  underftood  the  fupreme 
art  of  meddling,  or  as  fome  perfons  would  fay,  of 
Jegi/Iating,  or,  as  might,  perhaps,  more  properly  be 
faid  of  interfering,  where  his  interference  was  not 
afked.  The  little  republic  of  Santa  Marino  had  af- 
forded the  General  no  pretence  to  quarrel  with  it; 
yet  it  did  not  efcape  his  notice,  but  he  chofe  to  at- 
tack it,  by  a  fliower  of  favours,  inftead  of  thepo  wer 
of  his  arms.  Under  colour  ol  remcving  any  un- 
eafinefs  that  this  free  ftate  might  futfer  from  the 
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contiguity  of  the  French  army,  he  fent  a  deputy  to 
its  government,  with  an  offer  of  his  protection.  Ci- 
tizen Monge  was  introduced  to  the  Two  Captain  Re- 
gents of  that  Republic,  and  informed  themoftheobjeft 
of  his  million,  in  a  fpeech  of  the  following  pur- 
port : 

"  Liberty,"  faid  he,  u  which,  in  the  fair  days  of 
Athens,  and  of  Thebes,  transformed  the  Gretks  into 
a  people  of  heroes, — which  in  the  time  of  the  re- 
public, made  the  Romans  perform  wonders,— which, 
during  the  fhort  interval  it  diffuied  its  influence 
over  fome  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  revived  the  fciences 
and  the  arts,  and  gave  a  luttre  to  Florence;  liberty, 
while  nearly  banifhed  from  Europe,  exiftcd  in  St. 
Marino ;  where,  by  the  wifdom  of  the  government, 
and  efpecially  by  their  virtues,  the  people  have  pre- 
ferved  this  precious  depofit,  notwithflanding  fomany 
revolutions,  and  defended  its  afylum  during  fo  long  a 
feries  of  years.  After  a  century  of  knowledge,  the 
French  people,  blufliing  at  their  own  flavery,  have 
made  an  effort,  and  are  free.  All  Europe,  blinded 
as  to  their  proper  interefts,  coalefced  and  armed 
againft  the  French  Republic;  and,  what  afflicted 
her  moll,  a  portion  of  herfelf  kindled  civil  war,  and 
compelled  her  to  haverecourfe  to  meafures,  of  which 
file  muft  fee!  the  unfortunate  confequences.  Alone, 
in  the  midft  of  this  tempeff,  without  experience, 
arms,  or  chiefs,  lhe  haftened  to  the  frontiers,  and, 
making  head  in  every  direction,  was  foon  every- 
where triumphant.  Of  her  numerous  rnemies  the 
wife  ft  withdrew,  from  the  coalition;  othtis,  yielding 
to  her  victorious  arms,  obtained  fucceifivel)  the  peace 
they  implored.  In  fine,  ttuee  only  now  remained, 
but  they  were  impallxoned,  and  liftened  to  no  coun- 
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fel,  except  that  of  pride,  jealoufy,  and  hatred.  One 
of  the  French  armies,  on  entering  Italy,  had  de- 
ftroyed,  in  fucceffion,  four  Auftrian  armies,  bringing 
in  its  train  liberty  to  thefe  delightful  countries,  and, 
almoft  under  the  eyes  of  the  men  he  addrefled,  co-. 
vering  itfelf  with  immortal  glory.  The  French  Re- 
public, afflifted  on  account  of  the  blood  Jlie  Jheds,  offers 
peace,  when  (lie  might  dictate  laws! — Here  the 
orator  paufed,  as  if  he  thought  this  pompous  dif- 
play  of  irrefiftible  power,  would  not  have  fufficient 
weight  without  a  pointed  interrogatory.  "  Would 
you  believe  it,  Citizens,"  continued  he,  "  every- 
where her  propositions  have  been  rejected  with 
haughtinefs,  or  eluded  with  cunning  !  the  army  of 
Italy,  thus  conftrained  to  conquer  peace,  is  obliged, 
in  purfuit  of  one  of  its  enemies,  to  pafs  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  your  territory.  I  come,  on  the  part  of  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte,  and  in  the  name  of  the  French 
Republic,  to  afTure  the  ancient  republic  of  St.  Ma- 
rino, of  peace  and  inviolable  friendihip.  Citizens 
Regents  1  the  political  conftitution  of  the  furround- 
ing  nations,  may  experience  changes:  if  any  portion 
of  your  frontiers  was  di/puted,  or  if  any  part  of  the 
neignbouring  Hates,  although  not  contefted,  be  ab- 
solutely neceflary  to  you,  I  am  charged  by  the  Ge- 
neral in  Chief,  to  requeft  you  to  make  it  known  to 
him.  The  French  Republic  is  eager  to  give  you 
proofs  of  the  fncerity  of  her  fiiendjhip^  and  I  feli- 
citate myfeif  on  being  the  organ  ot  a  million,  the 
object  of  which  muft  be  acceptable  to  the  two  Re- 
publics, and  which  procures  to  me  the  opportunity  of 
teftifying  to  you  the  veneration  you  infpire  in  all  the 
friends  of  liberty." 
Tins  free  Republic  had  maintained  its  liberty  eve* 
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fince  its  firft  foundation  in  the  5th  century. 
The  numbers  of  its  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  5,000, 
but  the  fmallnefs  of  its  revenue  was  comp-nfated 
by  the  fimplicity  of  its  government,  and  its  power 
had  been  fufficient  to  preferve  its  exigence,  without 
the  aid  of  allies.  By  virtue  and  independence,  this 
"  feeble  folk,"  had  overcome  all  the  intrigues  and 
all  the  authority,  which  Cardinal  Alberoiii  had  ex- 
cited againft  them;  and  there  was,  at  the  prefent 
time,  no  power  that  had  either  the  means  or  the  in- 
clination to  interrupt  their  tranquillity  ;  the  folicitude 
of  the  great  General,  therefore,  could  only  be  traced 
to  that  all-corrupting  principle,  by  which  the  be- 
ftowers  of  favours,  and  the  givers  of  charity,  are  ge- 
nerally influenced,  when,  under  the  mafk  of  kindnefs 
and  benevolence,  they  treacheroi.fly  rob  the  weak  of 
that  independence,  which  open  violence  would  be 
wholly  unable  to  obtain. 

The  adventurous  candidate  for  a  diadem  and  an 
empire  knew  perfectly  well,  that  whoever  can  be 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  grace,  has  no  longer  oc- 
casion for  his  own  virtue,  and  that  whofoever  can  be 
brought  to  rely  upon  another  will  foon  be  rendered 
incapable  of  ferving  himfelf :  it  was  in  this  point  of 
view,  that  it  appeared  to  the  Regents ;  but  the  very 
propofition  had  a  corrupting  tendency,  for  it  was  not 
poflible,  that  fuch  a  diminutive  ftate  could  fpeak  its 
real  fentimentd,  furrounded,  as  it  was  by  large  ar- 
mies :  it  was  obliged  to  temporife,  and  to  endea- 
vour, by  flattering  the  great  Man,  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  keep  his  kindnefs  to  himfelf,  and  let  them 
alone. 

In  anfwer  to  the  Citizen  Monge,  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  republic  of  St.  Marino  ftated,  that  they 
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ftill  regarded  as  a  dream  the  moment  in  which  they  , 
had  feen  him  arrive,  cloathed  with  the  character  of 
deputy  :  it  was  the  firft  time,  that,diftinguifhed  from 
the  croud  of  vile  flaves,  they  had  received  an  honour, 
which  his  great  nation  alone  could  bellow.  They 
prefented  him  the  anfwer  of  the  Council-General, 
to  the  invaluable  letter  he  had  brought,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  he  himfelf  had  been  prefent  at  its 
reception,  he  would  have  wicneffed  the  fatisfacYron 
it  produced.  "  Deign,"  faid  they,  "  to  be  the  in- 
terpreter of  our  gratitude,  and  the  fentiments  of 
regard  we  entertain  for  the  General  in  Chief,  and 
the  great  nation  he  reprefents.  Intercede,  alfo,  for 
the  favours  we  have  to  afk  of  him,  one  of  which  is 
indifpenfable  to  our  extftence.  The  ifTue  of  this  af- 
fair muft  be  fortunate,  if  you  fupport  our  reqireft 
with  your  credit:  may  this  be  the  commencement  of 
relations  we  defire  to  maintain  with  you,  and  be  per- 
fuaded  that  our  efieem  for  you  equals  our  grati- 
tude." 

The  anfwer  of  the  Republic  aflured  Monge,  that 
they  would  infert,  in  the  number  of  the  epochs,  the 
moft  glorious  in  the  calender  of  their  liberty,  the  day 
of  his  miflion  to  their  Republic.  France  knew  not  only 
ftow  to  vanquijli  her  enemies  by  force  of  at  ms,  but  alfo  to 
aflonifi  her  friends  by  her  generojity.  Happy,  in  being 
able  to  reckon  themfelves  among  the  models,  which 
excited  the  noble  emulation  of  Frenchmen,  and 
more  happy  ftill  in  being  found  worthy  of  their 
friendfhip,  of  which  he  had  given  them  fo  eminent 
a  proof,  they  could  not  view,  without  the  moft  live 
intereft,  the  arms  of  the  French  Republic  reftoring 
in  Italy  the  fair  days  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  re- 
publics.    Love  of  their  own  freedom   made  them 


NAPC^EON    BUONAPARTE.  2I<) 

feel  the  value  of  the  magnanimous  efforts  of  a  great 
nation,  that  wimed  to  recover  its  liberty.  The 
French  Envoy  knew,  that  fimplicity  of  manners, 
and  the  innate  fentiment  of  their  liberty,  wetc  die 
fole  inheritance  tranfmitted  them  by  their  fathers  : 
this  inheritance  they  had  preferved  inviolate  in  the 
midfl:  of  the  political  fliocks  occafioned  by  the  revo- 
lution of  many  ages,  and  neither  ambition  nor  ha- 
tred had  been  able  to  deftroy  it.  "  Return,  there- 
fore," continued  they,  to  the  Hero  who  fent  you  : 
bear  to  him  the  free  homage,  not  only  of  that  ad- 
miration, which  we  participate,  in  common  with  the 
univerfe,  but  alfo  of  our  gratitude.  Tell  him,  that 
the  Republic  vf  St.  Marino,  content  with  her  medio- 
crity, is  afraid  to  accept  the  generous  offer  he  has  made 
of  aggrandizing  her  territory,  the  confequcnce  of  which 
might  comjiromife  her  liberty.  As  to  yourfelf,  illus- 
trious Envoy  !  we  efteem  ourfelves  fo  much  the  more 
happy  at  this  moment  in  having  you  amongft  us,  as 
you  unite  the  talents  of  the  fcholar  with  the  civic 
virtues.  The  objecl  of  your  miffion,  the  manner 
you  fulfil  it,  and  the  name  of  him  who  has  fent  you, 
"will  prove  a  lafting  monument  of  the  magnanimity 
of  the  conquerors  of  Italy,  and  ever  revive  in  our 
breads  thofe  fentiments  of  gratitude  we  at  prefent 
experience." 

This  incident  in  the  General's  hiftory,  is  far  from 
trifling,  as  it  tends  to  develope  his  character  at  a 
time  when  it  was  little  underftood.  Notwithftanding 
the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  with  which  thefe  indepen- 
dent people  had  refufed  his  offers,  on  his  return  from 
Tolentino,  Buonaparte  prefented  their  State  with  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  in  the  name  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, and  directed  a  fupply  of  corn,  of  which  the  inha- 
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bitants  wiflied  to  make  a  purchafe,  to  be  delivered 
to  them  gratuitoufly. 

Upon  the  firft  of  thefe  prefents,  it  is  very  na- 
tural to  remark,  that  the  General  had  upwards  of 
1,000  cannon  that  he  had  no  kind  of  occafion  for,  and 
that  the  State  of  Santa  Marino  had  exifted  more  than 
a  thoufand  years  without  feeling  the  want  of  them  : 
it  was  an  empty  gift  of  the  fame  ftamp,  as  the 
trafncing  donations  of  fome  rich  men,  who  beftow 
charily,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  conferring  benefits, 
but  of  gaining  appla'ufe ;  it  was  worthlefs  tq  him 
who  gave  it,  and  uielefs  to  thofe  who  received  it. 
Not  fo  the  other  part  of  the  conqueror's  generofity.— 
A  Aipply  of  corn  was  a  real  and  fubftanrial  good, 
which  the  people  had  an  immediate  occafion  for,  but 
their  wifh  was  to  buy  it,  and  they  could  better  afford 
to  have  paid  for  it,  than  the  people  whom  he  had 
pillaged  could  afford  to  part  with  it  without  money. 
Why  then  would  the  General  facrifice  his  juflice  to 
his  generofity,  unlefs  his  views  were  like  the  old 
court  of  Egypt,  which  invited  the  fons  of  Jacob  to 
enjoy  the  trearure  of  their  granaries,  and,  when  it  had 
brought  them  into  its  debt,  held  them  for  bondmen 
and  bondwomen,  and  refufed  to  let  them  call  any 
thing  their  own  ?  Buonaparte  would,  however,  be 
generous ;  yet  the  people  of  Marino  ate  his  "  Dain~ 
ties  ivith  reluflance,  for  tliey  regarded  them  as  deceit- 
ful meat." 

The  General  gained  much  eclat,  about  this  time, 
from  the  literary  world,  by  the  means  that  he  took 
to  compliment  the  egotifm,  and  flatter  the  vanity 
of  learned  men:  the  village  of  Pietola,  is  the  an- 
cient fpot  of  Andes,  where  Virgil  was  born,  and 
the  furrounding  fields  were  formerly  part  of  the  li- 
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beralities  of  Auguftus :  they  had  probably  differed 
as  much  during  the  blockade  and  fiege  of  Mantua 
as  in  the  wars  of  the  Triumvirate  ;  but,  happily  for 
their  inhabitants,  the  Conqueror  of  Italy  was  no  lefs 
defirous  of  fame  than  Auguftus:  Virgil  was  in  his 
recollection  ;  and  Buonaparte  gave  orders,  that  the 
ancient  patrimony  of  the  Mantuan  Bard,  the  Prince 
of  Latin  poefs,  fhould  be  particularly  diftinguifhed, 
and  that  its  inhabitants  fhould  be  indemnified  for  all 
the  loffes  they  had  fuftained  by  the  war. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 


Advancement  of Buonaparte 's  Family. — The  Archduke 
appointed  to  command  the  Aufirian  Army  of  Italy.-— 
Hoche  commands  the  Army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe. 
Furious  Of  era  t  ions  of  the  Armies.— The  French  oofs  the 
Piava,— Engagement  at  Cadore.—  Vaffage  of  the  Ta%- 
liamento.—Gtreral  Kellerman  joins  Buonapai tc.—The 
French  take  Pa/ma  nova,  and  vafl  Quantities  of  Proii- 
fiGUS.—Gradifca  taken. —  F.ngagement  at  Cafafola. — 
Giritz  taken,  with  the  Magazines  of  Stores  and  Prcvi- 
fons.— Engagement  a:  Pufero.—Triefle  takert.-^-En- 
gager.ient  at   Tarvis.—Hardjhips  to  which   the  Armies 

ivei  e  expofed. 

1 

vtf  HILST  our  Hero  was  thus  taking  advantage  of 
cireumftances  to  the  advancement  of  his  fortune, 
the  other  branches  of  his  family  feem  to  have  been 
equally  diligent.  His  brothers,  Jofeph  and  Lucien, 
availed  themfelves  of  the  credit  that  his  fucceffes  at- 
tached to  their  name,  and,  with  very  little  either  of 
talents  or  property,  contrived  to  obtain  feats  in  the 
Legiflative  Body,  Louis,  his  third  brother,  received 
an  appointment  as  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  army 
of  Ita'y ;  and  Jerome,  though  a  mere  fchoolboy, 
we  have  already  feen  prefenteii  to  the  chief  magis- 
trates and  .eople  of  France.  It  was,  perhaps,  not 
virtue,  but  policy,  that  induced  the  General  to  ap- 
propriate a  part  of  his  immenfe  riches  towards 
raifing  his  mother  and  fillers  alfo  from  the  medio- 
crity of  their  foimer  ftation ;  yet,  as  it  would  have 
been,  fordid  and  vicious  to  have  a<5ted  otherwife,  he 
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is,  at  leaft,  entitled  to  the  negative  merit  of  noc 
having  negle&ed  a  duty  in  this  inttance  :  nor  fhoufd 
it  be  forgotten,  that  he  owes  much  of  his  fuccefs  to 
the  wife  and  judicious  arrangement  of  Madame  Buo- 
naparte, who  kept  his  mind  whoily  freed  from  do- 
meftic  or  family  difappointments. 

The  war  continued  in  Italy,    with  little  intermif- 
fion,  during  the   winter.     The  total  annihilation  of 
Alv'mzi's  army  rendering  it  neceftary  to  form-  anq- 
ther,    for  the  purpofe  of  covering   the    hereditary 
ftates,  the  court  of  Vienna  thought  proper  to  give 
the  command  of  this  new  army   to  the  Archduke. 
His   late   good,  fortune  on  the  Rhine,  and  the  at- 
tachment of  the  Auftrian  foldieryto  his  iioyal  High- 
nefs,  excited  the  moft  fanguine  expectations  o?  fuc- 
cefs : — but   his  laurels  withered  in  prefence  of  the 
formidable  warrior  he  had  to  encounter.    The  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  and  the  fatigue  the  troops 
had  undergone,  fufpended  farther  operations  on  the 
Rhine ;    preparations   were   made  for   opening  the 
campaign  with  decifive  effect,  and  thefe  were  flat- 
tened, in  order  to  fecond  the  invasion  of  Germany, 
which  Buonaparte  meditated  horn  the  northern  fron- 
tier of  Italy.     The  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe 
was    reinforced,  and   entnnted  to  the  command  of 
General  Hoche,   while  Moreau  retained  that  of  the 
army   of  the  Rhine  and   Mofeile.     No   fooner  had 
Hoche  affumed  his  command,  than  he  difplayed  the 
characteristic  iirmnefs  of  his  mind,  by  an  act  of  juf- 
tice  and  wholefoine   feverity:   he  calalt  ed  a  great 
number  of  officers,  and  difmiiled,  or  arretted,  anout 
ioo  commifTaries,  for  extortion,  and  dilapidations  of 
various  kinds.     In    Italy   the     greateft   efforts  were 
made  to  furnifh  the  Archduke  with  a  puiffant  army, 
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and  hoftilities  had  commenced  before  Buonaparte^ 
made  peace  with  the  Pope.  The  divifiou  of  the 
Tyrol  had  engaged  the  Jmperialifts  on  the  5th  of 
February,  and  driven  them  from  a  poft  between  Sa- 
vero  and  Befotto ;  and,  on  the  6th,  General  Murat 
had  carried  the  poft  of  Derunbano,  on  the  right  of 
the  Adige. 

Some  few  other  fkirmifhes  between  the  hoftile  ar- 
mies were   a  prelude  to  more  ferious  contefts.    Ge- 
neral Guieux  retook  the  poft   of  Trevifo,    oh  the 
22 d  of  February,  and  General  Walther,    who  com- 
manded the  advanced    guard,  having  encountered 
the  Imptrialifrs  in   front  of  Lovadina,  drove  them 
back,  and  purfued  them   to  their  entrenchments  on 
the   Piava.     On  the  23d  General  Murat  made  him- 
feif  mafter  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments  at    Foy, 
and  afterwards  fell  in  with  a  corps  of  Tyrolcfe  chaf- 
feurs,    60   of  whom    he    killed.     General    Heiiard, 
commanding  the    right  of   General  Joubert's  divi- 
fion,  wag  attacked  at  Bidola,   but  he  completely  de- 
feated the    Auftrian  corps.     On  the  2d  of  March, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  and  inftruftions  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  General  Joubert,   to  attack  the 
enemy  the  moment  they   fhould  attempt  to  eftablifh 
themfcives   on  the    left  bank  of  the  Lavi^,  General 
BHiard,  attacked  an  Auftrian  detachment,  polled  at 
Monie-di-Savaro,  while  General  Murat  carried  their 
advanced  polls,  and  took  about  100  prifoners. 

Since  the  battle  of  Rivoli  the  army  of  Italy  occu- 
pied the  banks  of  the  Piava  and  the  Lavifio,  while  the 
Imperial  army,  under  Prince  Charles,  occupied  the 
oppofite  bank  of  the  Piava,  having  its  centre  pofted 
behinJ  the  CorHevole,  and  :ts  right  fupported  b\  'he 
Adige,  on  the  fide  of  Salurn.    On  the  morning  of  the 
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ioth,  the  divifion  of  General  MafTena  proceeded  to 
Feltri;  and  the  Auflrians,  on  his  approach,  eva- 
cuated the  line  of  Cordevole,  and  marched  to  Bel- 
Uiru.  General  Serrurier's  divifion  advanced  to  Afolo 
on  the  1 2th,  at  day-break,  it  crofted  the  Piava,  op. 
ppfite  the  village  of  Vidor,  and,  having  worfted  an 
Auftrian  corps  that  attempted  to  oppofe  its  paflage. 
advanced  rapidly  to  St.  Salvador  ;  but  the  enemy, 
having  received  intelligence  of  the  paffage  of  the 
river,  and  afraid  of  being  furrounded,  evacuated 
their  camp  of  La  Campana.  General  Guieux  paffed 
the  Piava  at  Ofpodaletto,  and  arrived  in  the  evening 
at  Conegliano.  The  French  cavalry,  in  the  courie 
of  the  day,  encountered  feveral  times  that  of  the 
enemy,  and  had  always  the  advantage.  General 
Guinix,  having  arrived  with  his  divifion  at  Sacile, 
on  the  13th,  fell  on  their  rear  guard,  and  took  ioo 
priioners.  Meanwhile,  General  Maffena'g  divifion, 
having  reached  Betlum,  purfued  the  Imperialifts, 
who  had  retreated  towards  Cadore,  and,  furrounding 
their  rear  guard,  took  700  prifoners,  among  whom 
were  100  huflars,  a  colo:  el,  and  General  Lufignan, 
who  commanded  the  centre  of  the  army,  which  Ge- 
neral having  difgraced  himfelf  by  his  conduct  to- 
wards the  French  fick  at  Brefcia,  Buonaparte  gave 
orders  to  conduct  him  to  Fiance,  without  the  liberty 
of  being  exchanged. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Guieux's  di- 
vifion let  out  from  Pordenone,  that  of  Bernadotte 
left  Sacile,  and  that  of  Serrurier  proceeded  from  Pa- 
fiano,  all  directing  their  march  to  Valvafone.  Ge- 
neral Guieux's  divifion  palled  beyond  Valvalone,  and 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Tagliamento  at  eleven 
v  3 
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o'clock  of  the  day.     The  A  u  (Irian  army  was  en- 
trenched on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  the  paf- 
fagie  of  which,  it  feemed  determined  to  difpute.  Ber- 
nadotte's  divifion   having   arrived  at  noon,   Buona- 
parte immediately   gave  orders  to  General  Guieux 
to  proceed  to  the  left,    in  order  to  crofs  the  rive/  on 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  under  the 
protection  of  12  pieces  of  artillery,  General  Berna- 
dotte  being  directed  to  crofs  it  at  the  fame  time  on 
the  right.     Both  divifions,  having  formed  their  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers,  ranged  themfelves  in  order  of 
battle,  each  with  a  demi  brigade  of  light  infantry  in 
their  front,  fupported   by  two  battalions  of  grena- 
diers, and  flanked  by  the  cavalry,  the  light  infantry 
mauceuvering  as  riflemen.     General  Dammartin  on 
the  left,  and  General  Lefpinafle  on  the  right,   made 
their  artillery  advance,  when  a  brifk  cannonade  com- 
menced ;  upon  which  Buonaparte  gave  orders   for 
every  demi-brigade  to  file  off  in   clofe  column  on 
the   wings  of  their  2d,   ift,  and  3d  battalions.     Ge- 
neral Duphot,  at  the  head  of  the  27th  light  infantry, 
threw  himfelf  into  the   river,  and   prefently  gained 
the  oppofite  bank,  being  fupported  by  Genera!  Bon, 
with  the  grenadiers  of  Guieux's  divifion.     General 
Murat  made  the  fame  movement  on  the  right,  and 
was  in  like  manner  fupported   by  the  grenadiers  of 
Bernadotte's  divifion.     The  whole  line  put  itfelf  in 
motion,  each  demi-brigade  en  ec/iolons,  with  fquadrons 
of  cavalry  placed  at  intervals  in  the  rear.     The  Im- 
perial cavalry  attempted  feveral  times  to  charge  the 
French  infantry, 'but  without  fuccefs :    the  river  was 
crofled,  and   the   enemy  routed  in  every  direction. 
As  they  attempted  to  outline  the  right  of  the  French 
with  their  cavalry,  and  the  left  with  their  infantry, 
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General  Dugua,  and  Adjutant-General  Kdlerman 
were  detached,  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  of  rcferve, 
fupported  by  a  body  of  infantry,  under  Adjutant* 
general  Mireur;  and  having  worfted  the  Auftrian 
cavalry,  took  prifoner  the  General  who  commanded 
them.  General  Guieux  ordered  the  village  of  Gra- 
diica  to  be  attacked,  and  made  himftif  mailer  of 
it,  after  having  completely  defeated  the  enemy,  and 
very  nearly  captured  Prince  Charles.  General  Ser- 
rurier's  divifton,  as  it  arrived,  paffed  the  river,  and 
ranged  in  order  of  battle,  to  ferve  as  a  corps  of  re- 
ferve.  In  this  affair,  the  French  took  fix  pieces  of 
cannon,  one  general,  feveral  fuperior  pffkers,  and 
four  or  fivehundi:d  prifoners.  The  quicknefs  with 
which  they  formed  and  manoeuvred,  and  the  fupe- 
riority  of  their  artillery,  fo  intimidated  the  hoftile 
army,  that  it  could  not  be  brought  to  make  a  (land, 
and  only  {trove  to  fave  itfelf  by  flight. 

The  forefight  of  the  Directory  had  leconded  every 
meafure  calculated  to  render  certain  the  fuccefs  of 
Buonaparte,  and  procure  a  glorious  peace  to  the 
Republic.  Entire  divifions  had  been  crawn  fnun 
•the  armies  on  the  Rhine,  and  fent  to  Italy:  proceed- 
ing from  the  banks  of  this  river,  they  traverfed  part 
of  the  Repnbiic,  and  furmounted,  in  ;he  mod  ri- 
gorous feafon,  the  barrier  of  the  Alps,  till  then, 
deemed  impervious,  but  of  which  General  KeLer- 
uian,  by  dint  or  labour  and  vigilance,  and  flnig- 
gling  againft  v  ilmate,  the  elements,  and  the  feafon s, 
had  fucceeded  in  raiintaining  the  free  paiTage.  This 
march,  the  lungeft  and  the  molt  difficult  ever  ef- 
fected on  the  continent  by  an  armed  corps,  during 
the  wintei  feafon,  without  experiencing  any  delay,, 
and  without  being  fuipected,  or,  perhaps,  believed 
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by  the  enemy,  enabled  them  to  contend  in  Carin- 
thia,  with  the  men  they  had  fo  often  defeated  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine.  Thefe  reinforcements 
having  formed  a  junction  with  the  army  of  Italy, 
Buonaparte,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  ftill  before 
Rome,  crofied  the  Trajamento,  and  (hewed  his 
troops,  from  the  fummii  of  the  None  Alps,  (a  bar- 
rier which  no  modern  nation  had  hitherto  paired,) 
the  bafons  of  the  Adriatic,  and  of  the  Danube,  in 
the  midft  of  which  laft,  Vienna  feemed  to  point 
out  to  them  the  termination,  or  the  object  of  their 
exploits.  Scarcely  had  the  campaign  commenced, 
and  Icaroely,  in  climates  more  iavourable,  would 
they  have  thought  of  opening  it,  when  Buonaparte 
already  menaced  the  heart  of  the  ftates  of  Auftria: 
nature  was  ftill  dormant  in  thefe  black  regions,  now 
become  the  theatre  of  war,  when  the  mountains  of 
the  Tyrol,  and  of  Carinthia,  were  fcaled.  Prince 
Charles  was  compelled  to  a  continued  and  preci- 
pitate retreat,  very  different  from  that  which  had 
immortalized  General  Moreau,  who  led  back  his 
army,  purfued  indeed,  but  alwayi  vi&orious,  from 
the  banks  of  the  Danube  to  the  borders  of  the 
Rhine. 

On  (he  1 8th,  the  divifion  of  General  Bernadotte 
defiled  by  P.  ma-nova,  and  took  a  pofition  on  the 
Torre:  the  divifion  of  General  Serrr.iier  alfo  took 
poll  on  the  right,  and  that  of  General  Guieux  on 
the  left,  the  Citizen  Lafalle  being  difpatched  with 
the  241  h  regiment  of  chafieurs  to  Udina.  The  Im- 
perialifts,  on  the  approach  of  the  French,  evacu- 
ated Palma-nova,  where  the  latter  captured,  30,000 
rations  of  bread,  and  a  mil.iOn  of  quintals  of  flour: 
it  was  only  ten  days  fince  Prince  Charley  had  feized 
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on  this  place,  which  belonged  to  the  Venetians; 
his  intention  was  to  occupy  it  as  a  military  port,  but 
he  had  not  time  to  effablifh  himfelf  there.  General 
Maffena,  proceeding  by  St.  D.miei,  Afopa,  and  Ge- 
mona,  pufhed  ms  advanced  guard  into  the  defiles.* 
On  the  19th,  General  Bernadofte  blockaded  Gra-, 
difca,  while  General  Serrurier  advanced  oppofite 
San-Pietto,  for  the  purpofe  of  pafnng  the  Lifonzo,. 
on  the  other  fide  of  which  the  Imperialists  had  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fume  battalions,  for  de- 
fending the  paffage.  Buonaparte  ordered  various 
manoeuvres  to  be  made,  with,  an  intent  to  alarm, 
the  enemy,  after  which  the  paffage  was  effected  with- 
out oppofition. 

General  Serrurier  proceeded  to  Gradifca,  filing 
along  the  higheft  peaks  that  command  the  town. 
To  make  a  diverfion,  and  prevent  the  Imperialists 
from  difcovering  this  manoeuvre,  General  Berna- 
dotte  made  the  riflemen  attack  their  entrenchments; 
br.t  the  Fiench  foldiers,  impelled  by  their  natural 
ardour,  advanced  with  .ixeu  bayonets  to  the  walls  of 
Gradifca,  where  thty  were  received  by  a  very  heavy 
difcharge  of  mufqin  try  .aod  grape-fhot.  General 
Sermrhr  in  the  mean  time  h  ving  gained  the  heights 
commanding  Gradilca,  rendered  every  means  of 
retreat  impv  ffiLle  to  the  gurrifon,  who  were  equally 
convinced  of  the  imp  actkability  of  defence.  Ge- 
neral Bernad  :rc  lummoned  the  Auilrian  com- 
mandant to  ii:  vender  in' ten  minu  es,  threatening, 
in  cale  of  reiufal,  to  pin  the  g:  TJfon  to  the,  fword^ 
He  observed  in  his  hi'er,  that  the  Governor  had  de- 
fe  dtd  the  town  like  a  brave  man,  a:.d  acquired 
the  efteem  of  all  military  men  by  his  conduct  ; 
but  anv   further  obuinuv  would    be  criminal,  and 
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dangerous,  and  the  principles  of  philanthropy, 
which  ought  to  animate  a  foldier,  impofed  on  him 
the  obligation  of  fparing  the  unnecefiary  effufion 
of  blood  ;  and  concluded,  with  informing  him,  that 
the  fcaling  landers  were  prepared,  and  the  grena- 
diers and  chafleurs  demanding  loudly  the  aflault. 
The  Governor  agreed  to  a  capitulation,  by  which 
it  was  ftipuiated,  that,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  figning  it,  the  garrifon  mould  march  out  by 
the  gate  Mucama  with  ah  the  honours  of  war,  the 
officers  retaining  their  iwords,  and  liberty  granted 
them  of  returning  home,  on  co;  dition  of  not  lerv- 
ing  until  exchanged.  Three  tnouiand  prifoners,  the 
flower  of  the  army  of  Prince  Charles,  ten  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  eight  ftaudards,  were  the  iruits 
©f  this  operation. 

The  divifion  of  General  Maflena,  having  carried 
the  fort  of  La  Chuifa,  encountered  a  body  of  the 
Imperialifts,  who  attempted  to  difpute  the  pafTage 
of  the  bridge  of  Cafafola.  His  light  troops  drove 
back  thofe  of  the  enemy,  and,  a  moment  after- 
wards, the  grenadiers  of  the 3id  and  75th  demi- 
brigades,  in  clofe  coiumn,  forced  the  bridge,  and, 
having  beaten  the  lmperialifls,  notwithstanding  their 
entrenchments  and  chevanx-de-frife,  purfued  them 
as  far  as  Ponteba,  taking  prifoners  000  men  of 
the  regiments  lately  brought  from  the  Rhine, 
All  the  niagazines,  which  the  Auftrians  had  on 
this  fide  of  the  river,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French. 

The  capture  of  Gradifca  procured  advantages,  of 
which  the  French  General  flattened  to  profit,  nnd 
he  addrefled  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  of  Goritz,  with  an  intent  to  prepare  their 
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minds  for  the  expedition  he  meditated  acrofs  their 
territory. 

On  the  21ft  of  March  the  French  entered  Go- 
ritz,  the  Auftrian  army  having  retreated  with  fo 
much  precipitation,  that  they  abandoned  four  hof- 
hofpitals,  containing  1,500  fick,  and  all  their  ma- 
gazines of  provisions  and  military  ftores,  which  were 
accordingly  taken  pofleffion  of  by  the  French.  In 
thefe  magazines  were  680  cafks  of  flour,  each  weigh- 
ing three  quintals,  making  in  all  2,040  quintals,  be- 
fides  what  was  furnifhed  to  the  divifion  of  Berna- 
dotte.  On  the  fame  day,  this  divifion  reached  Ca- 
miza ;  its  advanced  guard,  and  the  Auftrian  rear 
guard  encountered  at  Caminia,  on  which  ocoafion 
the  19th  regiment  of  chafleurs,  charged  the  enemy 
with  impetuofity,  and  took  prifoners  50  huflars, 
with  their  horfes.  General  Maflena,  on  his  fide, 
purfued  the  enemy  to  Ponteba. 

General  Guieux,  with  his  divifion,  proceeded,  on 
the  22d,  from  Cividale  to  Caporetto,  where  he  fell  in 
with  the  Imperialiffs,  entrenched  at  Pufero,  took  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  100  prifoners,  purfuing  the 
reft  into  the  defiles  of  Caporetto,  as  far  as  the  Au- 
ftrian La  Chinfe,  leaving  the  field  of  battle  covered 
with  their  dead.  Meantime,  General  Maflena  ap- 
proached Tarvis  with  his  divifion  ;  Buonaparte  had, 
therefore,  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  2,000  men,  whom 
General  Guieux  had  pufhed  before  him,  would  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  divifion  of  Maflena.  The  Ge- 
neral of  divifion,  Dugua,  entered  Triefte  on  the 
night  of  the  23d.  The  French  likewife  took  pof- 
feflion  of  me  celebrated  mines  of  Ydria ;  where  they 
found  fubftance  prepared  for  2,000,000,  and  carried 
it  off  in  waggons. 
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We  have  already  mentioned,  that  a  column 
of  the  army  of  Prince  Charlts,  was  hemmed  in 
between  ^he  divifion  of  Gcn'era)  Maflena,  who 
was  at  Tarvis,  and  that  of  General  Guieux,  who, 
on  arriving  at  Caporetto,  puffed  this  column  be- 
fore him  into  the  denies.  General  Mailena,  on 
his  arrival  at  Tarvis,  was  attacked  by  an  Au- 
ftrian  divifion  from  Chigenfurth,  which  had  come 
to  the  ailifiance  of  the  divifion  that  was  fur- 
rounded  ;  but,  alter  a  conflict  extremely  obftinate, 
he  put  them  to  the  rout,  taking  a  vaft  number 
•of  prifoners,  among  whom  were  three  generals : 
the  Emperor's  Cuiraffiers,  who  had  arrived  from 
the  Rhine,  fufFered  moft  feverely.  Meanwhile, 
General  Guieux  drove  the  column,  which  he  had 
defeated  at  Pufero,  as  Tar  as  Auftrian  La  Chinfe, 
a  poft  extremely  well  entrenched,  but  which  was 
carried  by  alTauIt,  after  a  very  obftinate  engage- 
ment. General  Kables,  in  perfon,  defended  La 
Chinfe,  with  500  grenadiers.  By  the  laws  of  war, 
thefe  500  men  ought  to  have  been  put  to  the 
fword,  but  this  barbarous  right  has  always  been 
difciaimed,  and  never  exercHed,  by  the  French 
army.  The  hoftile  column,  on  finding  La  Chinfe 
taken,  hsftened  its  march,  and  fell  into  the  mid- 
dle of  tne  diviuon  o:  General  Maffena,  who,  after 
a  flight  engagement,  made  the  whole  of  them 
pnfoners:  30  pieces  of  cannon,  400  waggons, 
carrying  the  baggage  of  the  enemy,  5,000  men, 
and  four  generals,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French. 

The  divifion  of  Maflena  had  crofled  the  Ita- 
lian Alps,  and  now  occupied  the  defil  s  of  the  No- 
ric  Alps.    The  ImperiaUfts   had  been  fo  impru- 
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dent  as  to  entangle  in  the  Noric  Alps  ail  their 
baggage,  and  part  of  their  army,  which  were  of 
courfe  taken.  The  battle  at  Tarvis  was  fought 
above  the  clouds,  on  a  height  which  commands 
an  extenfive  view  of  Germany  and  Dalmatia:  in 
feveral  places  to  which  the  French  line  extended, 
the  fnow  lay  three  feet  deep;  and  the  cavalry, 
charging  on  the  ice,   fuffered  many  accidents. 


* 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 


The  Directory  •write  Letters  of  Thanks  to  all  the  Ge- 
nerals of  the  Army  of  Italy, — Standards  ftnt  to  Paris. 
—Engagement  at  Lavisf  Tramin,  and  Claufon. — Anec- 
dote of  General  Dumas. — Buonaparte  ijfues  a  Procla- 
mation on  entering  Carinthia. — The  French  enter  Ger- 
many by  Way  of  Venice. —  Engagements  at  Clagenfurth, 
Infftrucky  Neumark,  Hundfsmark.—Immenfe  Quanti- 
ties of  Stores  taken. — Buonaparte's  Letter  to  the  Arch- 
duke.—The  Archduke's  Reply. — Conjlernation  at  Vienna. 
— 77/i?  Progrefs  of  the  French.— Amiifi "ice  with  Aujltia. 
— Previous  Operations  of  General  Hoc  he  on  the  Rhine. 

SUCH  a  continuity  of  brilliant  fucceffes  entitled 
the  army  to  every  diftinguifliing  mark  of  approba- 
tion, that  the  Government  could  poflibly  beftow  ; 
accordingly  the  Directory  wrote  particular  letters  of 
thanks  to  each  of  the  Generals,  in  which  they 
pointed  out  the  efpecial  fervice  which  his  divifion 
had  rendered  to  its  country;  the  army  anfwered 
thefe  eulogies  by  meriting  new  ones.  General  Buo- 
naparte fent  to  Paris  24  ftandards,  12  of  which 
were  taken  from  the  troops  of  the  Emperor,  in  the 
late  actions,  and  12  from  the  forces  of  the  Pope: 
and  the  Adjutant-General  Kellerman,  who  had  re- 
ceived an  honourable  wound  in  a  charge  of  cavalry, 
at  the  paffage  of  the  Tagliamento,  was  appointed 
to  carrv  them.  General  Scrnirier,  flicrtly  after- 
wards followed  him  with  2 1  Auftrian  and  Venetian 
ftandards. 

The   French   column  difpatched  by  Buonaparte, 
to  comuel  the   fubmiffion  of  the  Tyrol,  and  after- 
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wards  join  him  on  the  Drave,  fulfilled  their  million, 
and  travcrfed,  as  conquerors,  a  country,  which  Au- 
ftria  had  always  regarded  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  bul- 
warks of  her  empire.  The  divifions  of  Generals 
Joubert,  Baraguey  d'Hilliers,  and  Delmas,  put  them- 
felves in  motion  on  the  20th,  and  furrounded  an 
Auftrian  corps  ftationcd  on  the  Lavis.  After  a  mod 
obftinate  engagement,  the  French  took  4,000  pri- 
soners, three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  Standards, 
and  killed  nearly  2, coo  men,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  were  Tyrolean  chafiturs. 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  along  the 
right  bank  of  the  Adige,  and  manifefted  a  difpofition 
to  maintain  themfelves  in  this  fituation.  Upon  the 
aad  General  Joubert,  with  the  three  divifions  under 
his  command,  proceeded  to  Salurn.  General  Vial 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  bridge  of  Newmark,  and 
parted  the  river  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  retreating 
to  Botzen.  The  firing  commenced  with  great  warmth, 
and  the  general  of  divifion,  Dumas,  who  commanded 
the  cavalry,  pufhed  into  the  village  of  Tramin, 
taking  600  prifoners,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
In  confequence  of  this,  the  wrecks  of  the  Auftrian 
column,  under  General  Laudon,  were  prevented  from 
reaching  Botzen,  and  obliged  to  wander  in  the  moun- 
tains :  Joubert  entered  the  town  of  Botzen,  and,  hav- 
ing detached  a  Sufficient  force  to  follow  General 
Laudon,  marched  d'rectly  to  Claufen.  The  Impe- 
rialifts,  availing  themfelves  of  the  means  of  defence 
which  the  country  afforded,  had  made  the  befi  dif- 
pofitions :  the  attack  was  warm  and  well  concerted, 
and  the  ifiue  long  uncertain.  The  light  infantry 
clambered  up  inaccefiible  rocks;  the  nth  and  33d 
demi-brigades  of  infantry  of  the  line  in  clofe  column, 


236  THE    LIFE    OF 

commanded  by  General  Joubert,  in  perfon/urmounted 
every  obftacle ;  the  centre  of  the  Imperialifts  was  pe- 
netrated, and  obliged  to  give  way,  after  which  the 
rout  became  general :  in  this  a&ion,  the  French 
took  1,500  prifoners.  General  Joubert  arrived  at 
Brixen,  ftill  in  purfuit  of  the  Atiftrians ;  while  Ge- 
neral Dumas,  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry,  killed  fe- 
veral  of  their  dragoons  with  his  own  hand,  and  re- 
ceived two  flight  cuts  of  a  fabre,  his  aid-de-camp 
being  at  the  fame  time  dangeroufly  wounded.  This 
general,  fay  the  French,  for  feveral  minutes, 
*< fingly  checked  the Jirogrefs  of  afquadron  of  the  enemy's 
horfe,  upon  a  bridge  they  attempted  to  Jiafs^  and  gave 
time  to  his  troops  to  rejoin  him  /"  At  Brixen,  Botzen, 
and  different  other  places,  the  French  foynd  maga- 
zines of  every  kind,  and,  among  other  articles, 
30,000  quintals  of  flour:  through  the  whole  of  the 
Tyrol,  Carinthia,  and  Carniola,  the  Imperialifts 
left  behind  them  their  hofpitals. 

On  penetrating  into  Carinthia,  Buonaparte-  pub- 
lished a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince, purporting  that  the  French  army  did  not  enter 
their  country  for  the  purpofe  of  conquering  it,  or  to 
effect  any  change  in  their  religion,  manners,  or  cuf- 
toms :  they  were  the  friends  of  all  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  brave  people  of  Germany.  The 
Directory  had  fent  General  Clarke  to  Vienna,  as 
plenipotentiary,  to  commence  negociations  for 
peace ;  but  the  Imperial  court  had  refufed  to 
hearken  to  them,  and  had  declared,  that  it  did  not 
acknowledge  the  French  Republic.  General  Clarke 
demanded  a  paffport  to  go  and  fpeak  to  the  Em- 
peror himfelf ;  but  his  minifters  dreaded  that  the 
moderation  of  the  propofitions,  which  the  General 
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was  charged  to  make,  would  influence  his  Majefty 
to  conclude  a  peace.  "  Thus  thefe  minifters,"  conti- 
nued the  General,  "  corrupted  by  Englifh  gold,  be- 
trayed Germany,  and  their  Prince,  and  acknow- 
ledged no  other  will,  than  that  of  the  perfidious 
iflander<!."  He  knew,  he  faid,  "  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Carinthia,  detefted  as  much  as  the  French  nation, 
both  the  Englifh,  who  were  the  only  gainers, by  the 
war,  and  the  Auftrian  minifter,  who  was  fold  to 
them."  He  invited  them  not  to  join  in  a  contefr, 
repugnant  to  their  fentiments,  and  to  furnifh  what 
provifions  the  French  army  might  require;  declar- 
ing that,  on  his  part,  he  would  protect  their  reli- 
gion, cuftoras,  and  property,  and  not  exact  any 
contribution.  The  impofts,  which  the  inhabitants 
had  been  accuftomed  to  pay  to  the  Emperor,  would 
indemnify  them  for  the  inevitable  loffes  attending 
the  march  of  the  French  army,  and  for  what  pro- 
vifions they  might  furnifh. 

On  the  28th  three  divifions  of  the  army  had 
cleared  the  paffages  leading  from  the  Venetian  ter- 
ritory into  Germany,  and  encamped  at  Villach,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Drave.  General  Maflena,  on  the 
the  29th,  put  himfelf  in  motion  with  his  divifion, 
and  fell  in  with  the  Imperial  army,  at  the  diftance 
of  a  league  from  Ciagenfurth,  when  an  engagement 
enfued,  in  which  the  Auftrians  loft  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  200  prifoners.  The  fame  evening  the 
French  entered  Ciagenfurth,  the  capital  of  Higher 
and  Lower  Carinthia,  while  Prince  Charles,  and 
the  wrecks  of  his  army,  extremely  difheartened, 
were  flying  before  them.  On  the  ift  of  April  the 
French  advanced  guard,  were  between  St.  Veit  and 
x  3 
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Freifach,  and  the  divifion  of  General  Bernadotte 
reached  Laubach,  the  capital  of  Carniola.  Buo- 
naparte fent  the  Polifh  General,  Zajouzeck,  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  cavalry,  to  follow  the  valley  of 
the  Drave,  and,  after  gaining  Lienz,  effeft  his  junc- 
tion with  "General  Joubert,  at  Brixen. 

Since  the  commencement  of  this  campaign,  Prince 
Charles  had  loft  nearly  20,000  men  taken  prifoners, 
and  was  now  entirely  driven  from  the  Venetian  ter- 
ritories ;  from  the  Higher  and  Lower  Carniola,  Ca- 
rinthia,  the  diftrift  of  Triefte,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Tyrolefe.  Near  Villach,  the  French  found  a 
magazine  of  caft  iron,  cartridges,  and  powder,  and 
mines  of  lead,  fteel,  iron,  and  copper;  and,  near 
Clagenfurth,  they  found  manufactories  of  arms  and 
cloth. 

General  Joubert,  on  the  28th  of  March,  attacked 
the  defile  of  Infpruck:  the  battalions,  newly  ar- 
rived from  the  Rhine,  attempted  to  defend  it;  but, 
after  a  fhort  cannonade,  Joubert  decided  the  affair, 
by  advancing  at  the  head  of  the  85th  demi-brigade, 
in  clofe  column  by  battalion  ;  when  the  Impe- 
rialifts  were  driven  back,  leaving  100  killed,  600 
prifoners,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  all  their  bag- 
gage. 

On  the  ift  of  April  the  divifion  of  General  Maf- 
fena,  forming  an  advanced  guard,  encountered  the 
Imperialifts  in  the  defiles  between  Freifach  and  Neu- 
mark  :  their  rear  guard  was  driven  from  all  the  po- 
fitions  it  endeavoured  to  difpute,  and  purfued  by 
the  French  with  fo  much  rapidity,  that  the  Archduke 
was  obliged  to  bring  back  from  his  principal  line  of 
battle,  eight  battalions  of  grenadiers,  the  fame  who 
had  taken  Kehl,  and  who  now  formed  the  hope  of 
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the  Auftrian  army.  The  2d  light  infantry,  who 
had  particularly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  fince  their 
arrival  by  their  courage,  without  relaxing  their  move- 
ment a  fingle  inftant,  threw  themfelves  on  the  flanks 
both  of  right  and  left,  while  General  Marten  a,  in 
order  to  penetrate  the  defile,  formed  in  column  the 
grenadiers  of  the  8th  and  3 2d.  The  combat  was  be- 
tween the  flower  of  the  Auftrian  army  and  the  ve- 
teran troops  of  the  army  of  Italy,  and  was  one  of 
the  moft  furious  that  had  happened  during  the  war. 
The  Imperialifts  occupied  a  grand  pofition,  crowded 
with  cannon :  but  it  only  protracted  for  a  fhort 
time  the  defeat  of  their  rear  guard  :  their  grenadiejs 
were  completely  routed,  leaving  the  field  of  battle 
covered  with  their  dead,  and  from  five  to  fix  hun- 
dred prifoners.  The  Auftrians  defiled,  during  the 
night,  and  at  day-break  the  French  entered  Neu- 
mark,  their  head  quarters  being  advanced  the  fame 
day  to  Freifach.  At  this  place  they  found  4,000 
quintals  of  flour,  and  a  great  quantity  of  brandy  and 
oats ;  they  found  about  the  fame  quantity  of  ftores 
at  Neumark. 

On  the  3d  the  head  quarters  were  removed  to 
Scheifling,  while  the  vanguard  encountered  the 
rear  guard  of  the  Imperialifts  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hundfmark,  where  the  latter  wifhed  to  quarter  for 
the  night :  the  2d  light  infantry  flill  formed  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  French;  and,  after  an  hour's 
fighting,  the  Auftrian  rear  guard,  compofed  of  four 
regiments  from  the  Rhine,  was  again  put  to  the  rout, 
leaving  600  prifoners,  and  300  dead  on  the  field  of 
battle  j  this  advanced  guard,  that  evening,  ate  the 
bread,  and  drank  the  brandy  prepared  for  the  Au- 
ftrian army  ;  the  lofs  of  the  French  in  thefe  two  en- 
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gagements  was  very  trilling;  the  only  officer  killed, 
was  the  chief  of  bi  iga  je,  Carrere,  a  loldier  of  fteady 
valour,  and  indefatigable  activity.  After  this,  the 
French  occupied  Kintenfield,  Murau,  and  Juden- 
burg;  the  Imperialifts  appearing  decided  on  a  pre- 
cipitate retreat,  and  refolving  not  to  hazard  any  more 
partial  acl ions.  Buonaparte  ordered  the  divifion  of 
General  Guieux  to  purine  that  of  the  Auftrian  Ge- 
neral Spork,  who  endeavoured  to  effect  a  junction 
by  the  valley  of  the  Muhr,  and  whofe  advanced 
guard  had  already  arrived  at  Murau  ;  but  the  prompt 
arrival  of  the  French  at  Scheifling,  had  rendered  this 
junction  impoffible.  From  this  time,  the  Auftrians 
could  make  no  ftand,  except  in  the  mountains  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Vienna. 

There  is  certainly  credit  due  to  the  French  Ge- 
neral on  the  fcore  of  moderation,  that,  being,  as  he 
was,  on  the  point  of  arriving  under  the  walls  of  Vi- 
enna, where  a  very  probable  fucceis^might  have 
given  him  the  power  of  overturning,  for  ever  the 
throne  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he  mould  have 
chofen  this  moment  to  offer  peace.  From  his  head 
quarters  at  Clagenfurth,  Buonaparte  wrote  the  fol-  , 
lowing  letter  to  Prince  Charles : 

llth  Germinal,  5th  Year,  (March  31.) 
"  M.  General  in  Chief, 
"  Brave  foldiers  make  war,  but  defire  peace  !  Have  not 
hoftilities  already  lafted  for  fix  years  ?  Have  we  not  flaugh- 
tcred  men,  and  committed  evils  enough  againft  fuffering 
humanity  ?  Europe,  which  had  taken  up  arms  againft  the 
French  Republic,  has  now  laid  them  down  :  your  nation 
alone  remains; — and  ftill  blood  is  about  to  flow  more  than 
ever.  The  fixth  campaign  is  now  announced,  under  the 
moft  portentous  aufpices.     Whatever  may  be  the  refijk. 
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many  thoufands  of  gallant  foldiers  muft  ftill  be  facrificed 
in  the  profecution  of  the  conteft.  Atfome  period  we  muft 
come  to  an  underftanding,  fince  time  brings  all  things  to 
a  conclufion,  and  even  extinguishes  the  moft  inveterate  re- 
fentments. 

"  The  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Republic, 
expreflTed  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  its  defire  to  terminate  a 
conteft  which  dcfolates  the  two  countries.  Thefe  pacific 
overtures  were  defeated  by  the  intervention  of  the  Britifh 
cabinet.  Is  there  then  no  hope  of  accomodation  ?  Muft 
we  continue  to  murder  each  other,  in  order  to  promote  the 
interefts,  or  gratify  the  palfions,  of  a  nation,  far  removed 
from  the  theatre  of  war  ?  Are  not  you,  who  are  lb  nearly 
allied,  by  birth,  to  the  throne,  and  who  are  raifed  above  all 
the  defpicable  paffions,  which  too  often  influence  minifters 
and  governments : — are  not  you  ambitious  to  merit  the 
appellation  of  the  "  benefaflor  of  the  human  race,  and 
the  faviour  of  Germany  }'"  Do  not  imagine,  my  dear  Ge- 
neral, that  I  mean  to  infinuate,  that  you  cannot  poflibly 
fave  your  country  by  force  of  arms  ;  but,  even  on  the  fup- 
pofition,  that  the  chances  of  war  were  to  become  favour- 
able, Germany  would  not,  on  that  account,  fuffer  the  lefs 
devaluation.  With  refpect  to  myfelf,  gallant  Commander ! 
if  the  overture,  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  make  you, 
could  be  the  means  of  fparing  the  life  of  a  fingle  indivi- 
dual, I  fhould  be  prouder  of  the  civic  crown,  to  which  my 
interference  might  entitle  me,  than  of  the  melancholy 
glory  likely  to  refult  from  the  moft  brilliant  military  ex- 
ploits. I  beg  of  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  General  in  Chief, 
with  the  moft  profound  refpeft  and  efteem, 

(Signed)  Buonaparte.' 


,,  t> 


The  Archduke  fent  this  Reply: 

"  M.  General. 

"  Though  I  make  war,  and  obey  the  call  of  honour  and 
duty,  yet  I  defire,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  peace,  for  the  good 
of  the  people  and  for  humanity. 

*'  As,  neverthelefs,  it  does  not  belong  to  me,  in  the  poll 
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in  which  I  am  entrufted,  to  fcrutinife  or  to  terminate  the 
quarrels  of  the  belligerent  nations ;  and  as  1  am  not  in- 
verted, on  the  part  of  his  Majelly  the  Emperor,  with  any 
powers  for  treating,  you  will  perceive  that  I  cannot  enter 
into  any  negociation,  and  that  I  mull  wait  for  fuperior  or- 
ders, on  an  object  of  fuch  high  importance,  not  within 
the  fphere  of  my  prefent  functions :  but  whatever  may  be 
the  future  chance  of  the  war,  or  the  hopes  of  peace,  I 
entreat  you  to  be  perfuaded,  M.  General,  of  my  diftin- 
guiflied  efteem  and  confideration. 

Charles,  Field  Marfhal."" 

Two  hours  after  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  and 
while  the  French  troops  were  on  their  march  to 
Freifach,  the  Archduke,  by  one  of  his  aides-de- 
camp, requeued  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  four  hours; 
a  propofition  entirely  inadmifiible ;  as,  by  gaining  four 
hours,  he  would  have  effected  a  junction  with  Ge- 
neral Spork,  to  prevent  which,  Buonaparte  had 
haftened  his  march  both  night  and  day. 

In  Vienna  the  confternation  was,  at  this  time,  ex- 
treme, and  the  moft  violent  orders  fucceeded  each 
other,  with  a  rapidity  tending  to  increafe  the  alarm. 
Many  haftened  to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the 
horrors  of  a  fiege  by  leaving  the  town;  and  although 
a  numerous  ctafs  appeared  ready  to  rally  round  the 
monarch,  and  unite  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, he  could  not  be  much  encouraged  by  an  at- 
tachment, which  had  coft  fo  dearly  to  all  thofe  noble 
volunteers  of  Vienna,  who  had  faced  the  army  of 
Italy,  only  tc  meet  with  death,  or  ftirrender  pri- 
foners.  In  vain  had  Prince  Charles  appeared  at 
the  head  of  the  Imperial  armies  :  he  had  been,  per- 
haps, ftiil  more  unfortunate,  than  the  generals  his 
predeceilbrs ;  and  every  effect  expected  from  the  in- 
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ifuence  of  his  talents,  or  the  illufioa  of  his  dignity, 
had  deceived  their  ultimate  hopes. 

During  thefe  tranfacYions  Buonaparte  transferred 
his  head  quarters  to  Judenburg,  and  prepared  for 
decifive  meafures,  but  on  the  7th,  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral the  Count  de  Bcllegarde,  and  Major-General 
Morveldt  wrote  him  a  letter,  in  which  they  dated, 
that  his  Imperial  Majefty  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  to  concur  in  re-eftablifhing  the  repofe  of  Eu- 
rope, and  terminating  a  war  that  defoiated  the  two 
nations.  In  confequence  of  the  overture  made  by 
the  French  General  to  Prince  Charles,  the  Emperor 
had  now  deputed  them  to  learn  the  General's  pro- 
pofals  on  a  fubjecl:  of  fuch  great  importance.  Agree- 
ably to  their  conferences  with  him,  and  perfuaded  of 
the  earneft  defire,  as  well  as  the  intentions,  of  the 
two  powers  to  terminate,  as  foon  as  poffible,  this 
difaftrous  war,  his  Royal  Highnefs  defired  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms  for  ten  days,  in  order  to' facilitate  the  at- 
tainment of  fo  defirable  an  object. 

Buonaparte  obferved  in  his  anfwer  to  this  appli- 
cation, that,  confidering  the  military  pofition  of  the 
tvvo  armies,  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  was,  in  every  re- 
flect., difadvantageous  to  the  French;  but,  if  it  tend- 
ed to  open  a  road  to  peace,  fo  much  defired,  and  fo 
beneficial  to  the  two  nations,  he  would  confent, 
without  hesitation,  to  their  requeft.  The  French 
Republic  had  frequently  manifefted  to  his  Majefty 
her  defire  to  put  an  end  to  this  fanguinary  con- 
tell  :  fhe  ftill  entertained  the  fame  fentiments ;  and 
he  had  no  donbt,  from  the  conference  he  had 
with  them,  that  in  a  few  days  peace  would  be  at 
length  re-eflablifhed  between  the  Republic  and  his 
Majefty. 
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The  condition  of  the  armiftice,  entered  into  by 
the  French  General  and  the  Archduke  on  the  7th, 
provided,  that  there  ihould  be  a  fufpenfion  of  arms 
between  the  French  and  Imperial  armies,  calcu- 
lating from  the  evening  of  the  7th  to  that  of  the 
13th.  By  the  2d  article,  the  French  were  to  retain 
the  following  line  : — The  advanced  polls  of  the  right 
wing  to  keep  pofTeffion  of  the  pofition  they  then  oc- 
cupied between  Fiume  and  Triefte ;  and  this  line  to 
be  extended  by  taking  pofTeffion  of  Treffen,  Littai, 
Windifcleiftritz,  Marburg,  Chienhauflen,  the  right 
bank  of  the  Muhr,  Gratz,  Bruck,  Leoben,  Tra- 
fagak,  Mantern,  the  road  from  Mantern  to  Rotten- 
mann,  Rottenmann,  Irdinng,  the  valley  of  Lems, 
as  far  as  Raftadt,  St.  Michael,  Spital,  the  valley  of 
the  Drave,  and  Lientz  :  it  was  alfo  ftipulated  by  the 
3d  and  laft  article,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  fhould 
extend  to  the  Tyrol ;  and  that  the  generals  com- 
manding the  French  and  Imperial  troops  in  that 
quarter,  fhould  regulate,  together,  the  pofts  they  were 
feverally  to  occupy.  Hoftilities  were  not  to  com- 
mence in  the  Tyrol,  until  24  hours  after  the  Gene- 
rals in  Chief  fhould  have  refolved  on  it,  and,  in  any 
cafe,  not  until  24  hours  after  the  generals,  com- 
manding the  French  and  Imperial  troops  in  the 
Tyrol,  fhould  be  reciprocally  informed  of  the  cir- 
cumftance. 

Early  in  the  month  of  April,  and  previous  to 
the  conclufion  of  this  armiftice,  the  campaign  on 
the  Rhine  had  been  commenced,  General  Hoche  inti» 
mated  to  General  Werneck,  who  commanded  on 
the  Lahn,  that  the  verbal  armiftice  between  the  ad- 
vanced pofts,  was  to  ceafe,  and  hoftilities  to  com- 
mence on  the  1 6th  ;  at  the  fame  time,  a  fimilar  no- 
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tice  was  given  by  General  Moreau  to  the  Au- 
ftrian commander  on  the  Upper  Rhine.  Accord- 
ingly a  divifion  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe,  crofled  the  river  at  Bonn  on  the  17th,  whillt 
the  troops,  cantoned  between  Duffcldorf  and  the 
Sieg,  made  preparations  for  advancing.  On  the 
morning  of  the  18th  General  Hoche,  in  perfon, 
palTed  the  Rhine  at  Neuwied,  with  the  right  wing, 
a  corps  of  the  centre,  and  a  divifion,  commanded. 
by  General  Watrin.  Two  days  previous  to  this, 
the  Imperial  General  had  requefted  a  continuation 
of  the  armiftice,  but  the  French  commander  was 
obliged  to  follow  his  inftructions,  and  commence 
the  campaign.  General  Kray,  who  commanded  the 
left  wing  of  the  Auftrian  army,  proceeding  on  the 
idea  that  a  convention  had  been  agreed  on  in  Ca- 
rinthia,  now  requefted  permiffion  to  fend  an  officer, 
veiled  with  powers,  to  conclude  an  armiftice.  As  a 
preliminary  condition,  Hoche  demanded  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  Lahn,  and  the  ceflion  of  Ehrenbreit- 
frein;  but  the  Imperial  General  being  of  opiniou 
that  the  relative  fituation  of  the  two  armies  did  not 
authorife  the  acceptance  of  thefe  conditions,  the  - 
conference  was  terminated. 

The  Auftrian  left,  ftationed  in  this  point,  occu- 
pied an  excellent  pofition  in  front  of  the  bridge  of 
Neuwied,  having  its  right  fupported  by  the  village 
of  Hotterdorf,  and  its  left  refting  on  Bendorf.  The 
number  and  arrangement  of  the  redoubts,  and 
ftrength  of  the  entrenchments,  prefented  a  very 
formidable  afpeft,  and  did  honour  to  the  veteran 
abilities  of  General  Kray.  About  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  Imperialifts  began  the  aftion  with  a  lively 
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cannonade,  but  the  French  troops  advancing  to  the 
attack,  the  infantry,  feconded  by  the  fire  of  the  light 
artillery,  carried  the  village  and  whole  line  of  re- 
doubts, with  fixed  bayonets.  A  few  charges  of  ca« 
valr-y  now  decided  the  battle,  and  the  Imperialifts, 
being  thrown  into  total  diforder,  were  obliged  to 
retreat,  abandoning  all  the  cannon  of  their  bat- 
teries, feveral  field  pieces  and  ammunition- waggons, 
befides  the  major  part  of  their  baggage,  three  or 
four  ftandards,  and  4,000  prifoners. 

General  Lefebvre,  with  the  advanced  guard  and 
firft  divifion,  pufhed  forward  to  Montabaur,  while 
Grenier,  with  the  centre,  advanced  to  Dierdorf,  and 
Championnet  diflodged  the  Auflrians  from  Ukareth 
and  Altenkirchen.  Meantime  General  Werneck, 
in  confequence  of  Kray's  defeat,  was  forced  to  re- 
tire with  his  whole  army,  and  take  a  pofition  on  the 
Lahn.  General  Ney  marched  rapidly  with  a  party 
of  horfe  to  Dierdorf,  where  he  fell  in  with  the  re- 
ferve  of  the  Imperial  army,  and  engaged  them  for 
four  hours,  when,  the  main  of  Grenier's  column  ad- 
vancing, the  Imperialifis  were  driven  from  their  po- 
fition, and  obliged  to  retreat  with  precipitatiog,  hav- 
ing loft  500  infantry  taken  prifoners,  and  500  cavalry 
taken,  wounded,  or  killed.  On  the  19th,  Lefebvre 
crolTed  the  Lahn  at  Limburg,  with  an  intent  to  pro- 
ceed to  Francfort;  and  Generals  Ney  and  Soult, 
with  the  advanced  guard,  having  overtaken  the  Au- 
ftrian  rear  guard  in  the  defile  of  the  Dille,  in  their 
retreat  to  Wetzlaer,  drove  them  from  this  pofr,  with 
the  lofs  of  300  men.  " 

The  Auftrian  army  fell  back  with  fuch  celerity 
that  the  French  infantry  were  unable  to  keep  pace 
with  them.     The  cavalry  of  the  advanced  guard  at- 
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tacked  the  poft  of  Gieflen,  and,  after  a  fhort  contett, 
the  Imperialifts  retired  to  that  of  Steinberg,  which 
they  alfo  abandoned  in  the  night-time.  On  the  22d 
General  Waltrin's  divifion  carried  the  Auftnan  campy 
near,  Mentz,  and  drove  them  under  the  cannon  of 
the  fortrefs,  taking  upwards  of  800  prifoners.  Ge- 
neral Lcfebvre  having  crofled  the  Nidda  with  his 
divifion,  compelled  a  felecl  corps  of  Imperial  ca- 
valry, that  occupied  the  oppofite  bank,  to  retire,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  entering  Francfort,  when  he  re- 
ceived information  from  the  Auftrian  General,  that 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  figned  by  Prince 
Charles  and  Buonaparte :  he,  therefore,  confenled 
to  fufpend  the  aclion,  until  the  return  of  an  officer, 
whom  he  inftantly  difpatched  to  G-eneral  Hoche, 
who,  at  the  fame  moment,  received  a  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Berthier,  intimattng  the  terms  of  the  conven- 
tion. After  ftrengthening  their  pods,  the  two  com- 
manders in  chief  agreed  to  a  line  of  demarkation  for 
the  armies,  behind  which  they  waited  for  the  ulterior 
orders  of  their  refpe&ive  governments. 

The  cabinet  of  Vienna  had  drawn  a  reinforcement 
of  20  or  30,000  men  from  the  Rhine,  and  fent  them 
to  the  Italian  frontier.  This  neceflarily  weakened 
their  Suabian  line,  and  facilitated  the  operations  of 
General  Moreau,  who  again  effected  the  pailage  of- 
the  river  by  a  coup  de  main.  In  the  night  of  the  19th 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops  crofted  over  to  the 
right  bank  in  boat?.,  and  after  a  moft  obftinate  ftrng- 
gle,  fucceeded  in  re-eftablifhingthe  bridges,  by  means 
of  which  the  reft  of  the  army  palled  the  river,  and  im- 
mediately commenced  offer.five  operations.  Several 
warm  engagements  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
but,  at  laft,  the  Imperialifts  were  completely  defeated, 
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and  purfued  to  Offenburg;  and,  in  the  evening,  the 
Republican  flag  waved  in  triumph  on  the  baftions  of 
that  Keh^  which  a  French  garrifon  had,  the  year  pre- 
ceding, defended  againft  the  whole  Auftrian  army. 
The  Auftrians  loft  feveral  ftandards,  upwards  of  20 
pieces  of  cannon,  all  their  camp  equipage,  the  mi- 
litary eheft,  the  bureau  of  the  ftafFof  the  army,  and 
three  or  four  thoufand  prifoners,  including  the  ge- 
neral of  their  artillery,  and  a  great  number  of  fupe- 
rior  officers.  The  French  Generals  Duhem,  Defaix, 
Jordis,  Dement,  and  Regnier,  were  wounded ;  and, 
from  the  fteady  refinance  made  by  the  Imperialifis, 
the  lofs  of  the  Republican  army  was  very  confiderable. 
Happily  for  the  countries  threatened  with  be- 
coming the  theatre  of  war,  the  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
now  concluded  between  Auftria  and  Fiance,  faved 
them  from  a  repetition  of  the  calamities  they  had 
fuftained  in  the  preceding  campaign,  and  promifed 
to  reftore  the  repofe  of  the  continent.  Buonaparte 
had  difpatched  a  courier  with  the  intelligence,  who 
reached* General  Moreau's  head  quarters  in  the  night 
of  the  2 1  ft,  and  from  thence  haftened  along  the 
French  line  to  Friedberg,  the  head  quarters  of  Ge- 
neral Hoche.  Arrangements,  fimilar  to  thofe  on  the 
Lahn,  were  concei  ted  by  the  generals  on  the  Upper 
Rhine,  a  line  of  demarkation  was  agreed  on,  and  a 
friendly  imercourfe  eftablifhed  between  the  two 
nations. 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 

Succefs  of  the  BritiJJi  Naiy.—Dcfcent  in  Wales. — En- 
gagement with  a  Spanifi  Fleet. — Admiral  JSItlfon's  Ex- 
pedition to  Teneriffe.— Achievement  of  Sir  J.  B.  War- 
reu.—- Capture  of  Trinidad.-— Attack  of  Porto-Rico. — 
Mutiny  in  the  Navy.-— Execution  of  the  Sailors. — Tem- 
per of  the  People  in  France,  Germany,  Holland,  England^ 
and  Ireland. 

-iLF  the  military  efforts  of  France  were  crowned  with 
the  moft  unparalleled  fuccefs  upon  the  continent,  no- 
thing had  ever  equalled  the  misfortunes  that  befel 
her  naval  exertions  upon  the  ocean,  and,  even  in 
port,  the  (hips  of  that  nation  were  not  always  fafe ;  for 
fuch  was  the  incredible  temerity  of  the  Engiifh  faiiors, 
'  that  they  frequently  attacked  and  cut  out  veflels  from 
under  the  batteries.  Upon  only  one  occafion  did 
the  French  gain  even  a  partial  triumph  in  a  fimilar 
attempt :  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Devonshire,  which 
is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Britifh  channel,  was, 
on  the  2 2d  of  February,  thrown  into  confternatioti 
by  the  appearance  of  three  frigates,  which  entered 
the  fmall  harbour  of  Ilfracombe,  fcuttled  fome  mer- 
chant fhips,  and  attempted  to  deltroy  fome  other  vef- 
fels  in  the  harbour.  From  this  place  they  foon  de- 
parted, franding  acrofs  the  channel  towards  the  fide 
of  Pembroke  :  they  were  difcovered  from  the  heights 
above  St.  Bride's  Bay,  and  were  found  ro  confift  of 
two  frigates,  and  two  fmaller  vefTels,  fteering  from 
the  Britifh  channel  to  turn  St.  David's  head  ;  from 
which  they  fleered  towards  Fifhguard,  and  came  to 
v  3 
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an  anchor  in  a  (mail  bay,  not  far  from  Lanonda 
Church,  at  which  place  they  hoifted  French  colours, 
and  put  out  their  boats. 

Near  Fifhguard  they  effected  a  debarkation,~on  the 
morning  of  the  23d,  when  numbers  of  them  tra- 
rerfed  the  country  in  fearch  of  provifions,  plunder- 
ing fuch  houfes  as  they  found  abandoned,  but  offered 
little  molefb.tion  to  the  inhabitants,  who  remained  in 
their  dwellings.  Whatever  alarm  their  firft  appear- 
ance might  create,  was  very  foon  diffipated,  as  their 
numbers  did  not  exceed  1,400  men,  wholly  deftitute 
of  artillery,  although  poflefl'ed  of  70  cart-loads  of 
powder  and  ball,  together  with  a  number  of  hand- 
grenades.  Although  they  committed  no  ads  of  wan- 
ton cruelty  or  murder,  two  of  the  natives  were  killed 
by  them ;  but  they  brought  their  death  upon  them- 
felves  by  their  own  temerity,  and  one  of  them  cer- 
tainly merited  his  fate.  When  the  French  man  fur- 
rendered  and  delivered  up  his  mufket,  the  favage 
aimed  a  blow  at  him  with  the  butt  end  of  it,  when 
felf-prefervation  induced  the  Frenchman  to  run  him 
through  the  body  with  his  bayonet,  which  he  had 
not  delivered  up:  in  fhort,  this  handful  of  invaders, 
furrendered  as  prifoners  of  war  to  Lord  Cawdor,  at 
the  head  of  about  660  men,  confiding  of  volunteers, 
fencibles,  and  yeomen  cavalry,  reinforced  by  a  mul- 
titude of  colliers,  who  augmented  his  numbers,  with- 
out increafing  his  ftrength. 

As  foon  as  the  frigates  had  completed  the  debark- 
ation, they  fet  fail  for  the  coaft  of  France,  but  were 
captured,  on  the  9th  of  the  enfuing  month,  while 
{landing  in  for  the  harbour  of  Breft,  by  the  St.  Fio- 
renzo  and  Nymphe  frigates:  they  proved  to  be  La 
Refiftance  of  48  guns,  and  La  Conftaace  of  24. 
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The  men  landed,  were  fuppofed,  by  fome,  to  be  in- 
furgents  from  La  Vendee,  who  had  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  the  Republic,  but  whofe  principles 
rendered  it  dangerous  to  put  any  confidence  in  them. 
Others  imagined  them  to  be  galley-flaves,  and -crimi- 
nals of  various  defcriptions,  collected  from  the  pri- 
sons of  Breft,  and  landed  in  this  country  by  way 
of  infult,  as  if  the  French  government  intended  to 
billet  them  on  the  enemy.  This  laft  opinion  re- 
ceived fome  countenance  from  the  debates  in  the 
French  councils,  who  feverely  cenfured  M.  Tru- 
guet,  the  minifter  of  marine,  and  charged  him  with 
planning  this  meafure  ;  yet  it  is  not  entitled  to  full 
credibility,  when  we  attend  to  the  allegation  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  expedition,  who  declared 
that  he  had  with  him  600  of  the  beft  troops  in  France, 
veteran  and  experienced  foldiers.  The  expedition 
was,  moft  likely,  undertaken  by  the  Republic  with 
a  view  to  afcertain  whether  a  defcent  upon  the  Eng- 
lifh  coaft  could  ealfiy  be  accomplifhed,  and  whether, 
if  practicable,  it  would  be  attended  with  a  general 
panic  ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  when  the  Directory  were 
told  that  the  news  had  reached  London  without  mak- 
ing the  fmalleft  impreffion  upon  the  {locks,  it  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  invading  England,  except  when 
the  threat  was  necefTary  to  embellifli  a  proclamation. 
While  the  principal  fleets  of  France  were  confined 
within  their  own  ports,  their  Spanifh  Allies  were 
dreadful  fufferers.  On  the  14th  of  February,  a  me- 
morable action  took  place  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  be- 
tween a  fquadron  of  Britifh  fhips  of  war,  under  the 
command  of  admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  and  a  Spanifh 
fleet,  commanded  by  Don  Jofeph  de  Cordova.  The 
difproportion  between  the    fleets   was   remarkably 
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great,  that  under  Sir  John  confifting  of  no  more 
than  15  fail  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  a  floop  of 
war,  and  a  cutter  ;  whilft  the  Spanifh  fleet  confifted 
of  27  fail  of  the  line,  and  12  frigates;  the  enemy's 
force  amounting  to  more  than  twice  the  metal  of 
the  Britifh  Admiral.  The  Spanifh  fleet  was  per- 
ceived by  the  Minerva  frigate,  on  the  night  of  the 
nth,  carrying  the  pendant  of  Commodore  Nelfon, 
then  on  his  way  to  join  Admiral  Jervis,  and  on  the 
13th,  their  proximity  to  the  Britifh  fleet  was  fuch, 
that  their  fignal  guns  were  diftinclly  heard. 

That  night  the  fleet  under  Sir  John  Jervis,  re- 
ceived fignals  to  be  in  a  flate  of  readinefs  for  battle, 
and  the  next  morning,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  they  were 
in  perfect  order.  A  little  pa(l  fix  the  Culloden  gave 
notice  of  five  fail  of  the  enemy  lying  to  the  fouth- 
weft ;  the  fleet  was,  therefore,  directed  to  form  in 
clofe  order,  and  a  fliort  time  after,  a  fignal  was  given 
to  prepare  for  an  engagement.  About  10  o'clock, 
the  Minerva  announced  to  the  fleet,  that  20  fail  were 
feen  by  her  in  the  fame  fouth-weft  direction,  which 
were  diftinctly  perceived  by  the  whole  Britifh  fleet 
in  about  half  an  hour  after  :  the  fliips  firft  difco- 
vered  by  the  Culloden  were,  as  yet,  at  fome  difbmce 
from  the  main  body  of  their  own  fleet,  which  was 
bearing  down  in-  great  diforder  to  join  their  fepa- 
rated  fliips.  Sir  John  probably  intended  to  cut  them 
off  from  the  fleet,  but  its  rapid  approach  induced  him 
to  change  his  refolution,  and  he  immediately  formed 
into  a  line  of  battle.  The  Britifh  Admiral  made  a 
fignal  about  half  paft  eleven  for  breaking  the  enemy's 
line:  the  Culloden,  as  the  van  fliip,  commenced  the 
action,  Captain  Trowbridge  directing  his  fire  againft 
the  van  fliips  of  the  Spaniards  to  windward;  and  the 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE,  253 

battle  raged  as  the  enemy  approached,  when  Sir 
John  fucceeded  in  palling  through  the  Spanilh 
line. 

Having  cut  off  a  part  of  the  fleet  from  the  main 
body,  the  Britifli  Admiral   turned  all   his  attention 
towards  the  feparated   divifion,  which  was  reduced 
to  1 8  fail  of  the  line.     At  twelve,  a  fignalwas  given 
for  again  palling  through  the  enemy's  line,  while  it 
appeared,  that  Admiral  Cordova  wilhed  to  effeft  a 
junction  with  his  feparated  fhips  to  leeward,  by  com- 
pletely turning  the  rear  of  the  Britifli  fleet.     As  the 
Commodore's  (Nelfon)  ftation  in  the  rear,   enabled 
him  the  more  eafily  to  penetrate  th»  defigns  of  the 
Spanilh   admiral,   he   was    determined,    if  poflible, 
to  render  them  abortive.     His  fhip,   the  Captain  of 
74  guns,  no   fooner   palled  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
than  he  gave  orders  to  wear  and  Hand  towards  the 
Spaniards   on   the   other  tack,  in  the  execution  of 
which  daring  undertaking,  he  was  foon  alongfide  of 
the   admiral's  own  fliip,  the  Santiflima  Trinidada  of 
1 36  guns,  reputed  the  largeft  fhip  in  the  world.  This 
gallant  officer,  however,  engaged  this  monflrous  fliip, 
although  he  was  at  the  fame  time  attacked  by  other 
two   three-deckers,  the  one  a-head,  and  the  other 
a-ftern  of  the  Admiral's:  the  Blenheim  and  Cul- 
loden  foon  came  up  to  his  afliftance  during  this  un- 
equal conflict,  which,  together  with  the  approach  of 
Rear-Admiral  Parker,  determined  Cordova  to  aban- 
don the  idea  of  effecting  a  junction  with  his  fhips 
to  leeward.     By  this  time  it  was  manifeft,  that  vic- 
tory would  declare  in  favour  of  the  Britifli ;  for  while 
the  advanced  divifion  was  clofely  engaged  with  the 
centre  and  rear   of  the  enemy's  fleet,  the  Admiral 
intended  to  co-operate  with  the  detachment  under  his 
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own  immediate  command.  The  Spanifh  fleet  re- 
treated in  confufion,  Admiral  Jervis  determined  to 
reach  the  weathermoft  of  their  fhips,  then  to  bear 
up,  and  rake  them  one  after  another  :  but  unfore- 
feen  circumftances  prevented  the  execution  of  this 
plan,  for  which  reafon  he  made  a  fignal  to  Captain 
Collingwood,  of  the  Excellent,  to  bear  up,  being  the 
van  fhip,  while  he  himfelf,  in  the  Victory,  went  to 
leeward  of  the  rear-moll,  fhips  of  the  enemy.  In 
executing  his  orders  Captain  Collingwood  palled 
between  the  two  laft  fhips  of  the  Spaniards,  giving 
the  San  Ifidro  fuch  a  dreadful  broadfide,  that  (lie  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  finking.  Collingwood  then 
proceeded  to  the  relief  of  the  Captain,  clofely  en- 
gaged with  a  three-decker,  but  fhe  ran  foul  of  her 
fecond  before  his  arrival,  and  this  fhip,  the  San  Ni- 
cholas, was  prefently  captured  by  the  Britifh  Ad- 
miral's fleet:  the  three-decker,  called  the  San  Jo- 
feph,  fhared  the  fame  fate.  The  Victory,  at  the 
fame  time  was  placed  on  the  lee  quarter  of  the  Sal- 
vador del  Mundo,  the  then  rear  fhip  of  the  enemy, 
who  pouied  into  her  fuch  a  terrible  broadfide,  that 
flie  deemed  it  proper  to  ftrike  her  colours,  efpe- 
cially  as  fhe  perceived  the  Barfleur  bearing  faft  down 
to  aflift  the  Victory. 

Sir  John  Jervis  thus  got  pofleffion  of  four  of  the 
enemy's  fhips,  while  the  van  of  the  Britifh  fleet  con- 
tinued to  prefs  hard  on  the  Santiflima  Trinidada,  and 
the  reft  of  the  fhips  compelling  the  Spanifh  rear  of  the 
retreating  fleet;  but  unforefeen  circumftances  pre- 
vented the  Britifh  Admiral  from  making  fo  many 
captures  as  he  would  otherwife  have  done.  The 
fhips  feparated  from  the  fleet  in  the  morning,  now 
began  to  approach,  together  with  two  frefii  fhips, 
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which  had  never  appeared  in  the  action :  the  lata 
hour,  joined  to  thefe  circumftances,  determined  Sir 
John  to  bring  to,  forming  a  ftrong  line  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  prizes,  and  fuch  of  his  own  fliips  as 
were  very  much  difabled.  The  frefh  fliips  of  the 
enemy  opened  a  terrible  fire  on  the  covering  fhips  as 
foon  as  they  came  up,  but  (heir  rage  was  initantly 
fpent,  for  they  (heered  off  in  a  fliort  time,  leaving  the 
Britifh  commander  to  carry  off  his  prizes  without 
moleflation,  viz.  the  Salvador  del  Mundo  and  San 
Jofeph  of  112  guns  each,  and  the  San  Nicholas  of 
84,  with  the  San  Ifidro  of  74  guns.  The  Santiflima 
Trinidada  made  her  efcape,  but  as  a  perfect,  wreck, 
having  ceafed  her  firing  before  the  action  terminated, 
and,  as  fome  have  maintained,  even  {truck  her  co- 
lours. The  lofs  of  the  Britifh,  in  this  memorable 
action  is  ftated  at  300  men  killed  and  wounded, 
while  the  four  captured  fliips  had  loft  693,  and  it 
may  be  prefumed,  that  the  lofs  of  thofe  which  ef- 
caped,  was  aifo  confiderable. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  Sir  John  Jervis 
difplayed  uncommon  fkilland  invincible  courage  du- 
ring the  whole  of  this  action,  fince  he  had  to  eno-ajre 
a  fleet-nearly  twice  as  numerous  as  his  own,  and  pof- 
fefTed  of  more  than  twice  his  metal :  the  enemy,  in 
fuch  a  difabled  ftate,  difcovered  no  inclination  to  re- 
new the  conteft,  but  took  refuge  in  port,  where  they 
were  blocked  up  by  their  gallant  conqueror.  The 
Britifh  miniftry  were  not  long  in  the  pofTeffion  of 
the  news  of  this  victory,  before  Sir  John  Jervis 
was  created  a  Britifh  peer,  under  the  defignation  of 
Earl  St.  Vincent. 

The  eclat  attendant  upon  this  victory  encouraged 
the  Britifh,  admiral  to  fit  out  an  expedition  againfl: 
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Teneriffe,  to  be  commanded  by  the  intrepid  Nelfon, 
now  a  rear  admiral.  The  fquadron,  confifting  of 
four  fhips  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  two  cut- 
ters, eafily  got  poffeffion  of  Santa  Cruz,  but  the 
Spaniards  poured  down  in  fuch  numbers,  that  the 
Britifh  were  obliged  to  evacuate  their  poft,  and  be- 
take to  their  fliips  in  the  bed  manner  they  could. 
In  this  unfortunate  expedition  Admiral  Nelfon  loft 
his  right  arm  by  a  cannon  ball,  and  Captain  Bowen, 
with  his  Firft  Lieutenant,  and  the  whole  of  his  boat's 
crew,  went  to  the  bottom :  a  fhell  falling  into  the 
boat  while  they  were  rowing  to  the  fhore.  The  cap- 
tain of  marines  on  board  the  Emerald  was  killed, 
and  Captain  Freemantle  wounded.  The  total  lofs 
of  the  Britifh  on  this  occafion,  amounted  to  near  300 
killed  and  wounded,  a  carnage  little  inferior  to  the 
memorable  14th  of  February. 

On  the  16th  of  July  Sir  J.  B.  Warren  discovered 
a  French  frigate  in  Hodierne  Bay,  with  14  tranfports, 
laden  with  ftores  for  the  navy  of  France.  The  Bri- 
tifh Commodore  captured  eight  of  them,  deftroyed 
two,  and  drove  on  fhore  the  convoy  frigate,  called 
the  Calliope.  A  corvette  was  driven  afliore  on  the 
nth,  and  a  gunboat  was  funk  at  the  entrance  into  the 
bay  of  Sables  d'Olonne,  by  the  fame  naval  officer ; 
and,  on  the  27th,  he  took  five  more  prizes,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Garonne,  richly  laden  with  military 
and  naval  (lores,  for  the  fliips  of  war  and  privateers 
in  the  neighbouring  harbours. 

In  the  Weft  Indies  this  year  was  memorable  for 
the  reduction  of  Trinidad,  taken  by  the  Britifh  troops 
in  the  month  of  February,  under  the  command  of 
that  much  to  be  lamented  officer,  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie,  who  went  out  with  a  fquadron,  commanded 
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by  Rear  Admiral  Hervey.  The  forces  deflined  for 
this  expedition  were  embarked  on  the  12th,  at  Fort 
Royal,  in  Martinique,  Four  days  after  the  Britifh 
came  in  fight  of  Trinidad,  Handing  towards  the 
Gulph  of  Paria.  The  Spanifh  fquadron  was  per- 
ceived at  anchor,  in  Shagramus  Bay,  before  four  in 
the  afternoon,  confuting  of  four  fail  of  the  line,  and 
one  frigate.  Next  morning  the  fquadron  of  the 
enemy  was  difcovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  all  of  them, 
except  one,  were  confumed  to  afhes.  This  fortu- 
nate change  of  circumftances  enabled  the  General  to 
turn  his  whole  attention  to  the  attack  of  the  town, 
of  which  he  made  himfelf  mafier,  with  little  or  no 
oppofition.  A  capitulation  was  next  entered  on  by 
the  Governor,  and  the  whole  ifland  furrendejcd  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

The  lV.me  forces  afterwards  made  an  attempt  upon 
Porto-Rico,  which  was  not  accompanied  with  equal 
fuccefs.  On  the  17th  of  April  Admiral  Hervey 's 
fleet  reached  the  ifland  of  Porto-Rico,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  at  Congrejos  Point :  the  difembarkation 
of  the  troops,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  took  place  next  morning,  when  they 
met  with  little  oppofition  from  about  100  men;  but 
the  town  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  defended  by 
fuch  a  number  of  gunboats,  that  the  reduction  of  it 
appeared  altogether  hopelefs.  After  it  had  been 
bombarded  for  fome  days  without  fuccefs,  the  Ge- 
neral embarked  his  troops  on  the  30th  of  April,  hav- 
ing loft  about  200  men.  On  his  arrival  at  Barba- 
does,  General  Abercrombie  informed  the  Council, 
that  he  was  defired  to  raife  fome  regiments  of  ne- 
groes, to  be  purchafed  from  the  different  iflands  be- 
ri. — no.  xx.  z 
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longing  to  Great  Britain  :  this  propofitlon  was  warmly 
oppofed,  from  a  conviction,  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
entruft  the  negroes  with  offenfive  weapons.  Slavery 
is  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  human  nature, 
and,  consequently  thofe,  who  are  held  in  chains^ 
can  never  be  trufted. 

At  the  period  when  the  Britifh  navy  was  thus  glo- 
rioufly  defending  and  Securing  the  empire,  the  poor 
defencelefs  failors  were  driven  to  the  neceffity  of 
making  a  hoftile  demand  upon  their  own  govern- 
ment, for  a  Sufficient  quantity  of  comfort  and  pay 
to  enable  them  to  perform  their  duties.  From  the 
fleet  at  Portfmouth  Earl  Howe  received  fome  letters 
in  the  month  of  February,  from  the  crews  of  different 
fhips,  praying  his  Lordfliip  to  ufe  his  influence  with 
government  to  grant  them  redrefs  :  but  though  Lord 
Howe  was  not  an  Englifh  minifter,  he  pofftffed  as 
much  ignorance,  arrogance,  and  haughtinefs,  as  Eng- 
lifh minifters  generally  do  :  and,  therefore,  he  con- 
fidered  complaints  coming  from  perfons  without  for- 
tune as  wholly  beneath  his  notice.  This  neglect 
was  not  forgotten  by  the  failors,  on  their  return  to 
port  on  the  31ft  of  March,  when  their  mutual  corre- 
fpodence  was  diffufed  through  the  whole  fleet,  .and  a 
refolution  unanimoufly  adopted,  that  they  would 
never  again  put  to  fea  till  they  had  accomplifhed  their 
object.  In  this  alarming  Situation  matters  continued 
till  the  14th  of  April,  when  Lord  Bridport  received 
orders  from  the  Admiralty  to  fail  with  the  Channel 
fleet.  In  attempting  to  put  thefe  orders  in  execu- 
tion, his  Lordfliip  was  greatly  mortified  to  find  that 
his  authority  was  defpifed,  and  the  men  of  his  own 
fhip  ran  up  the  fhrouds,  giving  three  cheers,  which 
were  immediately  returned  by  the  whole  fleet,  and 
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left  the  Admiral  no  room  for  doubting,  that  it  was  a 
combination  previowfly  agreed  upon.  The  petty  of- 
ficers feemed  to  take  part  with  the  men,  and  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  commanders  to  procure  obedience 
were  utterly  unavailing :  they  maintained  a  degree 
of  peace  and  good  order,  that  could  only  have  been 
expected  from  men  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  their 
caufe,  and  their  refractory  conduct  was  confined  to 
the  difobedience  of  orders :  they  prevented  the  of- 
ficers from  going  on  fhore,  appointed  delegates  from 
every  fliip,  and  the  Admiral's  cabin  was  the  place 
appointed  for  their  meetings  and  deliberations;  they 
next  drew  up  petitions,  and  prefented  them  to  the 
admirals  prefent,  in  which  they  demanded  an  increafe 
of  wages,  and  particular  regulations  were  fpecified 
relative  to  the  quantity  of  provifions  they  expected 
in  future  ;  expreffing  their  hope,  that  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  would  be  complied  with,  before  being 
again  ordered  to  fail,  but  with  this  limitation,  in  the 
genuine  fpirit  of  tars,r  "  unlefs  the  enemy  were 
known  to  be  at  fea,"  which  proved  they  could  dif- 
tinguifh  between  the  juftice  of  their  country  and 
the  juftice  of  the  government. 

They  were  publicly  fworn,  on  the  17th,  to  fupport 
the  caufe  in  which  they  had  embarked,  and,  next 
day,  a  committee  of  the  Admiralty,  headed  bv  Earl 
Spencer,  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  making  a  number 
of  propofitions  to  the  feamen,  with  a  view  to  break 
their  combination.  The  delegates  from  the  differ- 
ent fhips  met  on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and, 
in  a  firm  and  temperate  petition,  flated  their  grievances 
to  parliament,  and  implored  redrefs ;  and,  after  a  fort 
of  bargaining,  in  which  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
conceded  the  principal  points  to  the  delegates,  Lord 
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:Bridport,  informed  them,  that  he  had  procured  a  re- 
drefs  of  all  their  grievances,  and  the  full  pardon  of 
his  Majefty,  for  every  perfon  who  had  been  active 
in  obtaining  this  juftice,  which  appeared  to  give  ge- 
neral fatisfa&ion,  and  the  feamen  all  returned  to  the 
difcharge  of  their  duty:  but  when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  par- 
liament, moved  for  an  increafe  of  pay,  his  omitting 
to  fpecify  the  reafons  of  the  petitioners  for  making 
fuch  an  application,  was  confidered  by  fome  of  them 
as  an  evidence  that  he  did  not  mean  to  comply. 
Accordingly,  when  Lord  Bridport,  on  the  ;th  of 
May,  made  a  fignal  for  putting  to  fea,  the  whole 
mips  at  St.  Helens  evinced  their  former  difobedience. 
The  London  was  then  appointed  for  arrbther  meet- 
ing of  the  delegates,  when  Admiral  Colpoys  re- 
folved  to  prevent  them  from  coming  on  board,  giv- 
ing orders  to  the  marines  to  fire  upon  them,  when 
a  few  men  were  killed.  The  crew  of  the  London 
then  pointed  their  guns  towards  the  item,  and,  in  a 
menacing  .  tone,  declared  they  would  blow  all  the 
officers  into  the  water,  if  they  did  not  immediately 
Surrender :  they  were  obliged,  although  reluctantly, 
to  comply,  and  the  Admiral  and  Captain  Griffiths 
were  confined  in  different  cabins  for  fome  hours. 
The  mutiny,  which  was  (till  confined  to  Portfmouth, 
now  affumed  a  moil  alarming  afpect ;  and  on  the  14th 
of  May,  Lord  Howe  came  from  the  Admiralty  with 
full  powers  to  inveftigate  the  whole  bufinefs,  and 
fettle  the  difputes  between  Government  and  the 
failors.  What  rendered  his  appearance  infinitely 
more  acceptable  was,  that  he  had,  in  his  poiTefiion, 
an  ad  of  parliament,  paffed  on  the  9th,  granting  an 
additional  allowance,  and  the  plenary  pardon  of  his 
Majefty  in  favour  of  all  fuch  as  fhould  immediately 
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return  to  their  duty  and  allegiance  :  the  happiefl  ef- 
fects were  inftantly  apparent.  On  the  15th  the  de- 
legates from  the  different  fhips  went  to  the  Gover- 
nor's houfe  at  Portfmouth,  and  afterwards  went  in 
procefiion  to  the  fleet,  accompanied  by  Lord  Howe 
and  his  lady,  a  number  of  fuperior  officers, and  differ- 
ent perfons  of  diftinclion.  The  mutinous  flag  was 
then  ftruclc,  and  the  fleet  was  made  ready  for  putting 
to  fea. 

It  was  matter  of  Satisfaction  to  the  public  in  ge- 
neral, to  hear  that  the  grievances  of  their  principal 
defenders,  were  redrefied  by  authority  of  parliament, 
and  that,  in  confequence  thereof,  they  had  ceafed  to 
be  difobedient :  but  this  pleafure  was  fuddenly  con- 
verted into  confirmation  by  a  frefh  mutiny  in  another 
quarter — a  mutiny  which  cannot  be  equalled  in  the 
naval  hiftory  of  this  country.    The  fleet  in  the  North 
Sea,  and  the  fhips  at  the  Nore,  infilled  on  the  redrefs 
of  other  grievances,  independent   of  thole    which 
were  connected    with  wages   and    provifions :  they 
chofe  delegates,  like  the  f'eamen  at  Portfmouth,  but 
who   happened  not  to  be  equally  cool  and  reflect- 
ing  men,  except   Richard  Parker,  whom  they  ap- 
pointed to  be  their  prefident.     They  confined,  or  fent 
afliore,    their  principal  officers,  and   difpatched  to 
the   Lords  of  the  Admiralty  a  number  of  articles, 
with   a  demand  of  unqualified  compliance,  if  their 
future  obedience  was  to  be  expected.     Government 
conceived  many  of  their  demands  as  utterly  incon- 
fiftent  with  naval  difcipline,  although  a  more  equal 
divifion    of  prize-money  was  confidered  as   by  no 
means  unreasonable.     Unconditional  fubmiffion  was 
infifted  upon  by  Government,  while  others  appre- 
z  3 
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hended  that  mild  and  conciliatory  meafures  would 
produce  much  happier  effects  than  force  or  violence. 
The  flag  of  Admiral  Buckner  was  ftruck  by  the 
mutineers  on  the  23d  of  May,  and  the  b'.oody  flag 
was  hoifted,  as  the  fignal  of  rebellion  :  they  forced  all 
the  fliips  near  Sheernefs  to  drop  down  to  the  Nore, 
and  appointed  two  delegates  from  each  man  of  war, 
befides  a  committee  of  twelve  in  each  fhip,  not  only 
employed  to  manage  the  internal  affairs  of  the  veffel, 
but  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the  feveral  delegates. 
As  the  mutiny  proceeded  to  the  mod  dreadful  length, 
a  deputation  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  "went  to 
Sheernefs,  where  they  held  no  conferences  with  the 
delegates,  as  was  the  cafe  at  Portfmouth,  unqualified 
fubmiffion  being  demanded  as  an  effential  prelimi- 
nary. Inftead  of  obedience,  they  only  exhibited  in- 
folence  and  rebellion,  when  they  were  informed  that 
no  conceffions  would  be  made  by  Government  be- 
yond what  had  been  experienced  by  the  feamen  at 
Portfmouth,  of  which  they  might  yet  have  the  be- 
nefit by  an  immediate  return  to  their  duty.  The 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  then  departed  from  them, 
on  which .  they  began  to  feel  themfelves  in  a  defpe- 
rate  fituation,  as  a  vigorous  defence,  or  fafety  by 
flight  were  their  only  alternatives.  A  deferting  to 
the  enemy  with  the  fleet  was  the  propofition  of 
fome,  while  Parker,  their  prefident,  and  fome  others, 
in  fpite  of  their  conduct,  rejected  the  idea  with  ab- 
horrence, fince  it  went  infinitely  beyond  the  object 
they  originally  had  in  view,  and  from  which  they 
were  determined  never  to  depart.  To  facilitate  a 
compliance  with  their  demands  they  endeavoured 
to  deftroy  the  trade  of  the  metropolis,  by  blocking 
up  the  River  Thames ;  but  the  veffels  of  neutral 
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countries,  and  colliers,  were  permitted  to  go  up  and 
down  the  river,  if  furnifhed  with  paflports  bearing 
the  fignature  of  Richard  Parker,  as  prefident  of  the 
delegates. 

It  is  a  lingular  circumftance,  that,  although  they 
were  in  fuch'an  alarming  ftate  of  mutiny,  they  ex- 
hibited the  greateft  loyalty  on  the  4th  of  June,  in  ce- 
lebrating the  anniverfary  of  his  Majefty's  birth-day. 
On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  Agamemnon,  Leo- 
pard, Ardent,  and  Ifis  men  of  war,  together  with 
the  floop  Ranger,  deferted  the  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Duncan,  and  joined  the  mutineers 
at  the  Nore:  they  had  then,  in  all,  twenty-four  fail, 
eleven  of  which  were  mips  of  the  line,  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle,  and  evincing  a  difpofition  to  refift, 
to  the  laft  extremity,  every  exertion  of  Government 
to  reduce  them  to  fubmifuon.  This  was  a  fpectacle 
vaftly  more  awful  than  the  moft  terrible  conflict  with 
a  foreign  enemy,  either  by  fea  or  land.  As  they 
could  have  no  communication  with  the  fhore  they 
endeavoured  to  fupply  themfelves  with  water  and 
provifions  from  the  mips  they  detained  :  but  this  mu- 
tiny having  originated  in  the  vulgar  paffion  of  igno- 
rant minds,  defirous  of  being  great  men  for  a  few 
days,  terminated  as  foon  as  the  tars  were  fatisfied 
with  their  holiday.  The  officers  were,  in  many 
cafes,  allowed  to  mix  among  the  failors,  and  partly 
by  gifts,  and  partly  by  perfuafion,  they  prevailed 
upon  the  great  body  of  men  to  defert  their  delegates. 
This  difpofition  being  pretty  well  afcertained,  feveral 
proclamations  were  iffued,  in  the  King's  name,  de- 
nouncing vengeance  againft  all  who  fhould  con- 
tinue in  the  mutiny:  the  bold  became  defperate 
and  the  wavering  difmayed,  which  led  the  fliips  to 
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withdraw  themfelves  from  the  confederacy,  one  by 
one,  till,  at  laft,  the  crew  of  the  Sandwich  feiaed  their 
own  delegate,  Parker,  and  delivered  him  up  to  the 
commanding  officer,  by  whom  he  was  fent  to  Maid- 
ftone  gaol  to  take  his  trial  for  mutiny.  After  a  mi- 
nute inveftigation  of  fads  and  circumftances,  Parker 
was  fully  convicted,  and  received  fentence  of  death, 
which  he  heard  with  magnanimity  and  firmnefs.  In 
a  few  days  after  he  was  executed  on  board  the  Sand- 
wich, having  been  confidered  as  the  principal  ring- 
leader, although  many  have  entertained  an  oppofite 
opinion,  and,  therefore,  believed  that  his  fate  was 
by  much  too  fevere  :  it  appears  certain,  that  the  mu- 
tinous crews  compelled  him  to  act  as  he  did,  under 
the  fear  of  death,  viewing  him  as  poflefted  of  talents 
fuperior  to  the  bulk  of  common  failors ;  and  there  is 
good  reafon  to  believe  that  the  mutiny  would  have 
rifen  to  a  more  alarming  height  had  it  not  been 
for  the  influence  which  he  acquired  over  them. 

The  execution  of  Parker  was  only  the  prelude  to 
a  long  feries  of  limilar  triumphs,  equally  honourable 
to  an  adminiftration  compofed  of  fuch  men  as  com- 
pofed  the  adminiftration  of  that  time.  For  feveral 
months  the  Englifli  journals  contained  long  lifts  of 
thefe  fubdued,  and,  therefore,  harmlefs,  individuals, 
being  put  to  death,  with  fuch  circumftances  of  cold- 
blooded and  fanguinary  cruelty  as  could  only  be  ex- 
pected from  a  nation,  which  is  to  the  full  as  famous 
for  its  executions,  as  it  thinks  it  is,  for  its  charities  ! 

This  year  was  remarkable  for  the  almoft  total  eva- 
poration of  that  fpirit  of  difcontent,  which  had  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  people  on  the  continent  during 
the  whole  period  after  the  French  revolution  com- 
menced, and  alfo  for  the  vigour  with  which  it  main- 
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tained  its  ground  in  England  and  Ireland.  One 
great  reafon  for  this  contraft  was,  that  the  people  on 
the  continent  had  an  opportunity  of  witnefling  the 
practical  effect  of  French  fraternity,  whilft  thofe  of 
England  could  only  compare  the  fpeculative  advan- 
tages of  remote  theories  with  the  daily  felt  oppref- 
fions  of  their  own  government.  In  France,  thofe 
among  the  patriots,  who  had  talked  the  loudeft, 
rifen  the  higheft,  and  lived  the  longefr,  had  proved 
themfelves  to  be  mere  robbers,  who  meant  nothing 
more  than  to  raife  themfelves  at  the  expenfe  of  their 
neighbours :  with  thefe  the  people  of  France  were 
fo  difgufted  that  they  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
taken  the  very  worft  of  them  for  king,  for  the  fake 
of  providing  a  fcourge  and  a  curfe  for  the  reft.  In 
Germany  the  literary  men  and  philofophers  had,  by 
their  number  and  their  diligence,  fpread  a  vaft  fund 
of  information  amongft  the  people,  which  had  fliewn 
them  how  little  their  happinefs  was  increafed  by  the 
petty  pomp  of  their  lords:  but  phiiofophy  is  very 
poor  ftuff  for  people  to  live  upon  for  long  together ! 
and  they  now  began  to  difcover  that  the  literati  held 
them  in  as  much  contempt  for  their  ignorance  as  the. 
nobles  did  for  their  poverty  ;  fo  that  they  regulated 
themfelves  by  the  vulgar  proverb,  "  It  is  better 
to  be  ruled  by  the  devil  that  you  know,  than  by  one 
that  is  a  ftranger." 

The  Dutch  patriots  conducted  their  revolution  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  trade  :  they  had  paid  the  French  a 
large  fum,  to  afhft  them  in  driving  the  Prince  of 
Orange  out,  and  now  they  offered  double  that  fum 
if  they  would  take  themfelves  off!  But  Monfieur 
found  himftlf  too  comfortably  lodged  to  think  of 
changing  his  quarters  j  yet   he  had  no  objection  to 


266  THE    LIFE    OF 

accept  of  the  civilities  that  were  tendered  to  him* 
juft  for  the  fake  of  affording  the  Batavian  chiefs 
an  opportunity  of  fhewing  their  good-nature.  New 
bodies  of  troops  were  conftantly  marched  into  Hol- 
land, half-ftarved  and  half-naked,  and,  as  foon  as 
they  were  fed  and  cloathed,  were  fent  off,  to  make 
way  for  a  frefh  devouring  race.  Many  of  the  trad- 
ing patriots,  by  thefe  means,  became  interefled  by 
contracts  and  jobs ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  recog- 
nize the  character  of  a  friend  to  his  country  in  a 
French  commifrary  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  natural 
that  the  people  fhould  curfe  the  hands  that  were  the 
inftruments  of  their  daily  fpoilations.  The  balance 
of  accounts  was  everywhere  ftruck  between  the  old 
government  and  the  new  ;  and  every  fifherman  and 
peafant  found,  in  a  comparifon  of  comforts  and 
advantages,  that  he  had  loft  fifty  per  cent,  by  the 
change. 

In  England  and  Ireland  the  people  had  experi- 
enced no  change,  and,  therefore,  they  were  not  fo 
fully  aware,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  how  much 
eafier  it  is  to  point  out  exifting  abufes  than  to  ap- 
ply the  moft  fuitable  amendments ;  yet  it  muft  not 
be  denied  that  the  Englifh  Government  was  moft 
monftrous  and  oppreflive,  and  the  government  of 
Ireland  was  worfe.  Little  praifecan,  indeed,  be  given 
to  the  governments,  of  either  England  or  Ireland, 
at  this  time,  for  they  never  attempted  any  meafure 
whatever  that  was  calculated  to  promote  the  com- 
fort and  happinefs  of  the  people  ;  but  they  openly 
and  infolently  adopted  every  violent  meafure  that 
they  thought  calculated  to  drive  the  people  into  open 
rebellion  :  inftead  of  any  attempt  to  conciliate  and 
foften  down  the  afperitks,  which  a  burdenfome  and 
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epprefiive  fyStem  of  taxation  could  not  fail  to  ex- 
cite, the  administrative  authorities  went  out  of  the 
way  to  provoke  and  irritate  their  injured  country- 
men :  it  was  a  matter  of  curious  fpeculation  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  to  know  how  the  future  hiSto- 
rian  would  characterize  the  English  parliament— that 
parliament,  which,  aided  by  the  cant  phrafe  "  King 
and  Constitution!"  either  trampled  upon,  or  fuffered 
others  to  trample  upon,  every  principle  of  Englifli 
liberty  and  Englifli  law.  A  considerable  body  of 
Englifhmen  met  in  a  field,  to  difcufs  their  grievances, 
and  to  deliberate  upon  the  fort  of  remonfhance  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  make  to  Government :  the  per- 
fons  afTembling  took  every  precaution  that  the  law 
enjoined,  and  preferved  the  peace  with  the  moft 
rigid  care;  yet  the  magiftracy  appointed  the  moSt 
ignorant  and  brutal  fellow,  that  ever  fat  upon  any 
bench,  to  go  and  throw  the  meeting  into  confufion, 
in  the  name  of  Jufticc  !  as  foon,  therefore,  as  the 
Prefident  took  the  chair,  this  magisterial  ruffian  or- 
dered him  to  be  knocked  down  ;  his  myrmidons  did 
knock  the  President  down,  and,  with  Several  other 
perfons,  took  him  prifoner  to  Bow-Street.  Now  the 
Englifli  Government  did  not  pretend  that  the  perfon 
they  thus  maltreated  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
the  law  ;  yet,  when  the  President  brought  his  action 
againSt  the  magistrate,  for  an  affault  and  falfe  impri- 
fonment,  the  King's  Attorney-General  Stood,  fhame- 
lefsly,  forward,  not  to  defend  this  reprefentative, — 
this  fac-fimile  of  Englifli  juftice,  but  to  Screen  him 
by  a  quibble  !  the  conduct  of  the  ministry  was,  in  this, 
as  in  molt  other  cafes,  fuch  as  even  rogues  had  not 
impudence  to  juftify,  and,  therefore,  they  defeated 
the  purpofes  of  juftice  by  an  evafion. 
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Pofterity  will  hardly  form  a  wrong  opinion  of  the 
Pitt  government,  when  it  reads  the  ftatements  which 
that  government  laid  before  parliament,  of  the  pains 
it  took,  and  the  fums  it  fpent,  to  convict  and  punifh 
offenders,  while  it  never  bellowed  a  fingle  hour,  nor 
fpent  a  fingle  (hilling,  to  encreafe  the  domefiic  com- 
forts of  the  people,  or  to  introduce  the  leaft  moral 
improvement,  by  which  a  poor  man  might  be  able 
to  give  his  offspring  an  education  fit  to  keep  them 
from  the  gallows. 

Whilft  the  comforts  and  happinefs  of  the  people 
were  thus  neglected,  the  miniftry  proceeded,  un- 
blufhingly,  in  the  diflributions  of  penfions  and  emo- 
luments amongft  themfelves.  This  fordid  fpirit  was 
fen fibly  felt  by  the  nation,-  and  if  the  people  had  not 
pofTeiTcd  more  real  love  for  their  country,  and  more 
temperance  than  the  minifrers,  they  would  have 
been  provoked  into  a  civil  »var;  but,  from  this  year, 
they  began  to  rtlax  in  their  oppofition,  and  to  watch 
the  Minifter  with  filent  contempt;  from  a  clear  and 
firm  conviction,  that  his  own  haughty  fpirit  would 
be  a  moft  effectual  fcourge  for  his  pride,  and  accom- 
plifli  his  complete  humiliation.  The  irritable  temper 
of  the  Irifh  would  not  futfer  them  to  fubmit  fo  pa- 
tiently to  be  degraded  and  oppreffed  :  there  had  been 
a  man  of  honour  appointed  to  be  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  and  he  had  confulted  the  happinefs  of 
the  country,  by  treating  the  people  as  reasonable  be- 
ings, pofTeifing  a  will,  and  capable  of  judging  for 
themfelves.  Such  a  conduct  could  not  fail  to  offend' 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  ;  the  policy  of  which,  was 
to  command,  not  to  confult,  and  who  had  endea- 
voured to  fupprefs  every  thing  like  popular  enquiry 
and  public  opinion.     The  honourable  Lord  Lieute- 
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nant  was,  therefore,  replaced  by  a  creature,  whofe  only- 
merit  confided  in  the  ftrength  he  muttered  to  bear  him 
up  under  a  very  heavy  penfion,  for  which  he  never 
rendered  the  nation  the  fmalleft  fervice,  but  which 
perfectly  qualified  him  as  an  inftrument  for  a  cabal, 
that  was  then  infamous,  and  is  now  become  defpi- 
cable.  The  Irifli  felt,  upon  this  occafion,  alLthe 
heart-burnings  of  a  conquered  people;  and,  as  to* ft 
nation  which  refolved  to  force  upon  them  a  go- 
vernor of  the  moft  ofFenfive  principles,  they  could 
only  view  it  in  the  character  of  an  invader  and  an 
enemy.  The  penfioned  lord  was  juftly,  and  de- 
fervedly,  detefted  by  the  peoplej  but  he  took  ample 
revenge  by  a  long  feries  of  cruelties,  which  proved 
that  the  whole  fpirit  of  his  party  retted  upon  him  ; 
and  which  will  brand  him  with  fo  much  infamy  in 
the  eyes  of  pofterity,  that  the  very  naroe  of  Jtf- 
feries  will  be  diigraced  by  being  found  in  fuch 
company! 


* 
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CHAPTER    XX. 


f  Overthrow  of  the  Venetian  Government  .-—The  Li- 
gurian  Republic  eflablijhed  —Errors  of  the  Englijli  Feo- 
J2le. — Negociationfor  Peace. — New  Revolution  in  France. 
—Rupture  of  the  Negociation. — Viilory  obtained  over 
the  Dutch  Fleet. — Farijian  Declamation  againfl  Eng- 
land.'—Treaty  of  Campo  For  mi  o. 

JL  HE  bufy  genius  of  Buonaparte,  indeed,  kept 
the  revolutionary  fpirit  alive  in  the  South,  but  his 
were  mere  revolutions  of  power,  not  of  principles. 
His  will  called  in  the  auxiliary  aid  of  his  power,  and 
he  determined  the  morality  of  any  meafure  by  the 
means  he  had  to  execute  it.  He  had  long  complained 
of  the  Venetian  Government,  and  charged  it  with 
favouring  the  Auftrians,  as  well  as  acting  treache- 
roufly  towards  his  troops ;  all  of  which  a  few  very  po- 
lite people  may  allow  to  be  true,  but  others  may  be 
apt  to  indulge  fome  doubts,  when  they  fee  the  Ge- 
neral take  upon  himfelf  at  once  the  character  of 
le  Jvge et  le  Bourreau.  "  What ! "  faid  the  General,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Doge,  "  did  you  think  I  would  tamely 
fuffer  the  mafTacres  excited  by  the  Venetian  Govern- 
ment? The  blood  of  our  brethren  in  arms,"  con- 
tinued he,  u  fhall  be  avenged ;  and  there  is  not  a 
French  battalion,  charged  with  this  million,  which 
does  not  feel  three  times  the  courage  and  ftrength 
neceflary  to  puniih  you  : — the  Republic  of  Venice 
has  returned  the  blackeft  perfidy  for  the  generous 
treatment  fhe  has  received  from  France."  He  con- 
cluded with  offering  peace  or  war;  and  informed 
his  Serenity,  that  if  he  did  not  inftantly  adopt  the 
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neciflary  meafures  for  difperfing  the  banditti,  as 
he  called  the  perfons  of  whom  he  complained,  and 
arreft,  and  deliver  up,  within  twenty-fours,  the  per- 
fons, who,  it  was  faid,  had  aflaflinated  fome  French 
foldiers,  tuar  luas  declared. 

The  Senate  thought  proper  to  publifh  a  proclama- 
tion relative  to  thefe  complaints  :  their  conducl,  they 
faid,  during  the  commotions  in  Europe,  had  always 
been,  and  ftill  was,  fo  perfectly  neutral  and  friendly 
towards  the  Belligerent  Powers,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  neceffary  to  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  the 
evil-difpofed  perfons,  who  pretended  to  queftion 
their  fincerity :  but  as  thefe  malignant  enemies  of 
the  Republic  had  difleminated  the  vileft  flanders 
againft  the  fincerity  of  the  peaceable  difpofition  of 
the  Venetian  Government,  the  Senate  was  under 
the  neceility  of  declaring,  that  their  friendfhip  with 
France  war  not  in  the  leaft  altered :  the  Senate, 
therefore,  entertained  no  doubt  but  the  French,  na- 
tion would  treat  thefe  calumnies  with  the  contempt 
they  deferved,  and  repofe  that  confidence  in  the  Re- 
public of  Venice  which  it  had  merited  by  its  irre- 
proachable conduct. 

No  fatisfaction  was  offered  by  the  Senate,  and  on 
the  3d  of  May,  the  General  iffued  a  manifefto  from 
his  quarters  at  Palma-Nova,  purporting,  that,  while 
the  French  were  engaged  in  the  defiles  of  Stiria,  and 
far  advanced  from  Italy,  and  the  principal  eftablifh- 
ments  of  the  army,  the  Venetian  Government  had 
profited  of  a  religious  feftival  to  arm  40,000  pea- 
fants,  who,  being  joined  by  10  regiments  of  Scla- 
vonians,  were  organized  into  battalions,  and  fent  to 
different  points,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  all 
communication  between  the  army   and  Lombardy. 
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Military  (lores,  of  every  defcription,  had  been  feat 
from  Venice  to  complete  the  organization  of  thefe 
corps :  his  countrymen  had  been  grofsly  infulted  and 
driven  from  that  city,  and  offices  bellowed  on  thofe 
who  had  prefided  at  the  maflacre  of  Frenchmen. 
The  people  of  Padua,  Vicenza,  and  Verona,  had 
been  ordered  to  take  up  arms,  to  fecond  the  d liferent 
corps  of  the  regular  troopi,   and,  at  laft,  to  com- 
mence the  new  Sicilian  vefpers ;   while  the  Venetian 
officers  carried  their  audacity  fo  far,  as  to  aflert,  that 
it  belonged  to  the  Lion  of  St.  Mark  to  verify  the  Pro- 
verb, "  that,  Italy  is  the  grave  of  the  French/'  The 
priefts  every  where  preached  a  crufade  j— and  the 
priefts,  in  the  flate  of  Venice,  utter  only  the  will  of 
government.    Pamphlets,  perfidious  proclamations, 
and  anonymous  letters,  had  been  circulated  with  pro- 
fufion  through  all  their  territories ;  but,  in  a  ftate, 
where  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  not  tolerated  by  a 
government,  as  much   feared    as  it  is  fecretly  de- 
tected, authors  write,  and  printers  publifh,  nothing 
but  what  is  functioned  by  the  Senate.    The  General 
then  proceeded  to  give  a  detail  of  the  aflaflinations 
which  had  been  committed  in  the  towns  and  in  the 
country.     In  this  mournful  lift,  the  moft  prominent 
act  of  atrocity,  is  the  maflacre  of  the  fick  in  the  hof- 
pitals  at  Verona,  where  400  Frenchmen,   he  faid, 
pierced  with  a  thoufand  wounds  from  ftilettoes,  were 
thrown  into  the  Adige  :  he  concluded  with  requiring 
the  French  minifter  to  leave  Venice,  and  directed  the 
generals    of  divifion  to  treat  as  enemies  the  troops 
of  the  Venetian  Government,  and  trample  in  the  dull 
the  Lion  of  St.  Mark. 

Accordingly  the  battalions,  deftined  to  inflict  a 
fignal  vengeance  on  Venice,  began  their  march,  and, 
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in  a  few  days,  the  whole  Terra  Firma,  lay  fuppliant  at 
the  feet  of  the  Conqueror.     The  Veronefe  were  pu- 
nifhed  with  the  greateft  feverity  :  feveral  thoufands  of 
armed  peafanti  y,   who  prefumed  to  conteft  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  French  divifions,  v'jre  cut  in  pieces,  or 
difperfed.     A  body  of  Sclavonians,  who  had  joined 
them,  retired  to  a  large  building,  or  fort,  in  which 
were  depofited  all  their  powder-waggons  and  am- 
munition. A  howitzer  was  pointed  againft  this  build- 
ing, which  was  foon  blown  into  the  air,  and   500 
Sclavonians    literally    annihilated !    After    another 
bloody  engagement,  the  French  detachment  reached 
the  walls  of  Verona,  which  immediately  furrendered. 
The  Venetian  Government  now  became  humble 
and  abject :  the  Doge,  having  aflembled  the  Senate, 
it  was  refolved  that  the  Government  fhould  fufpend 
all  its  functions,  and  that  the  Republic,  throwing  it- 
felf  on  the  mercy  of  France,  fhould  accept  a  provi- 
fional  government  from  the  latter :  it  was  alfo  de- 
creed, that  the  Jiroxeditori,  and  other  magiftrates,   of 
whofe  conduct  the  French  complained,  mould  be 
delivered  up,  in  order  to  be  punifhed.     On  the  16th 
of  May,  a  body  of  French  troops  took  pofleffian  of 
the  city,  after  which  a  municipality  was  formed,  and 
every  thing  modelled  according  to  the  democratic 
regime.     The  mod  perfect  liberty  of  the  prefs  (i.  e.  a 
right  to  praife  Buonaparte  and  his   government)  was 
eftablifhed,  the  Catholic  religion  remained  unaltered, 
and    perfons   and  property    continued  unmolefted  ; 
but  the   fhips  of  war,  and  the  ftores  in  the  arfe- 
»als,  were  taken  pofleffion  of  in   the  name  of  the 
French  Republic. 

Genoa  was  attacked  upon  much  the  fame  grounds ; 
a  a  3 
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it  was  impoffible,  that  that  country,  confidering  its 
vicinity  to  France,  and  the  prefence  of  the  Repub- 
lican army,  could  efcape  the  influence  of  that  Spirit 
of  innovation  which  had  electrified  the  reft  of  Eu-. 
rope.  The  French  Government  pretended,  that  it 
had  forborne  to  punifli  the  Genoefe  nobility  for  the 
clandeftine  aid  they  afforded  to  the  Imperial  army 
when  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  for  their  marked 
attention  to  the  partifans  of  Auftria.  The  greater 
part  of  the  people  of  Genoa  had  imbibed  the  prin- 
ciples of  democratical  liberty,  and  many  tumults  had 
happened  between  them  and  the  adherents  of  the 
old  government.  The  eftablifhment  of  the  Cifal- 
pine  Republic  had  rendered  the  difaffected  more 
daring,  while  fome  imprudent  acts  of  the  State-in- 
quifitors,  and  the  two  councils,  embroiled  them 
with  the  French  Minifter,  and  completed  the  re- 
volution. This  filly  government,  perfuaded  of  its 
inability  to  fiem  the  torrent,  fent  deputies  to  Buo- 
naparte at  Montebello,  where  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded on  the  6th  of  June. 

The  firft  article  of  this  conftitutional  arrangement 
declared,  that  the  government  of  the  Genoefe  Re- 
public acknowledged  the  fovereignty  to  refide  in 
the  aggregate  of  all  the  citizens  of  its  territory.  The 
legiflative  power  was  entrufted  to  two  representative 
councils,  and  the  executive  delegated  to  a  fenateoften 
members,  to  be  nominated  by  the  councils.  Municipa- 
lities and  admiuiftrative  bodies  were  eftablifhed  in  the 
communes  and  districts,  on  the  model  of  France,  and 
a  committee  of  legiilation  was  charged  with  framing 
a  constitution,  and  all  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
Republic,  with  the  referve  of  doing  nothing  con- 
trary to  the  Catholic  jeligion.     The  people  now 
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thought  themfelves  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights,  every  kind  of  exclufive  privilege  infringing 
on  the  conftitutional  liberties  of  the  nation,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  annulled  :  the  fubfequent  articles  of 
this  convention,  regulated  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
proviiional  Government,  over  which  the  reigning 
Doge  was  to  prefide  ;  it  was  likewife  ftipulated,  that 
the  French  Republic,  being  defirous  of  giving  a 
proof  of  the  intereft  it  takes  in  the  happinefs  of  the 
Genoefe  people,  and  of  feeing  them  united,  and 
their  internal  tranquillity  re-eftablifhed,  granted  an 
amnefty  to  all  thofe  againft  whom  fhe  had  ground  of 
complaint,  either  on  account  of  the  late  excefies,  or 
of  the  events  that  had  occurred  in  the  Imperial 
Fiefs.  The  provifional  Government  was  to  employ 
its  utmoft  endeavours  to  extinguifli  faction,  grant  a 
general  amnefty,  and  unite  the  people  in  rallying 
round  the  public  liberty.  At  the  fame  time,  France 
agreed  to  give  her  protection,  and  even  the  ajjijiance  of 
its  armies,  to  the  Genoefe  Re/iuilic,  in  order  to  faci- 
litate, if  neceflary,  the  execution  of  thefe  articles, 
and  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  territory  of  the 
Republic :  this  new  modelled  affair,  was  baptized 
"  Ligurian  Republic." 

During  thefe  tranfaclions  the  negociations  did  not 
proceed  with  the  activity,  ufually  charadterifing  Buo- 
naparte's meafures ;  but  he  himfelf  was  bufily  oc- 
cupied in  confolidating  the  new  Republics  which 
his  victories  had  founded  in  Italy.  The  Bolognefe, 
Ferrarefe,  Modenefe,  and  Romagna,  were  incor- 
porated with  Lombardy,  and  the  Cifalpine  and  Li- 
gurian Republics  completely  organized.  It  is  fu- 
perfluous  to  relate  the  advances  and  retrogreffions 
of  the  negotiating  parties;  not  one  of  the  powers 
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had  (o  great  an  intereft  in  the  throwing  obftacles  in 
the  way  of  peace  as  France ;  and  yet  it  is  wonder- 
ful with  what  adroitnefs  that  power  has  always  at- 
tributed the  whole  hoftile  fpirit  to  her  antagonifts. 

Various  miftakes  had  been  committed  by  the 
friends  of  liberty  in  England  during  the  whole  pe- 
riod of  their  ftruggle  againft  the  encroachments  of 
tyranny;  and  one  very  important  one  has  been  a 
belief,  that  the  Englifh  Government  is  averfe  to 
peace.  The  truth  is,  that  it  was  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence to  the  minifters,  whether  they  were  at  peace  or 
war,  fo  that  they  could  but  each  fecure  the  labour  of 
from  one  hundred  to  one  thoufand  perfons,  con- 
ftantly  miniftering  to  their  different  appetites  and 
pleafures :  their  only  fear  was,  lean"  the  people  fhould 
refolve  to  work  lefs,  and  eat  more  ;  and  the  clamour 
that  the  people  kept  up  about  peace,  ferved  greatly 
to  divert  their  attention  from  what  ought  to  have 
been  their  more  immediate  object — their  pleafure  and 
happinefs. 

The  finances  of  the  country  became  now  a  fubject 
of  confiderable  embarraflment  to  the  Minifter ;  and 
the  only  thing  wanting  to  have  driven  him  from  his 
port  was,  a  resolution  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
that  they  would  work  lefs,  and  eat  more ;  in  this 
cafe  his  loan-jobbers  and  contractors  would  have 
been  obliged  to  have  cultivated  the  earth  for  them- 
felves,  inftead  of  living  upon  the  bonufTes  and  pre- 
miums, pinched  out  of  the  bellies  of  the  half-ftarved 
labourers  and  mechanics,  whofe  utmoft  induftry  was 
infufficient  to  fupply  half  their  real  wants. 

Peace  now  feemed  neceflary  to  lengthen  out  the 
patience  of  the  people,  and  frefh  overtures  were 
made  to  the  French  Government,  though  Mr.  Pitt 
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afterwards  acknowledged,  that  the  attempt  was  only 
made  to  afford  a  reafonable  excufe  for  laying  on  a 
heavier  weight  of  raxess. 

Lord  Malmfbury  was  appointed,  once  more,  pleni- 
potentiary for  Great  Britain,  and  arrived  at  Lille  in 
the  beginning  of  July.  He  exchanged  his  powers 
with  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  and  had  his  firft 
conference  on  the  8th  of  that  month,  when  he  deli- 
vered in  what  his  court  conceived  to  be  the  bafis  of 
negociation — the  moft  prominent  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  fituation  of  the  two  countries  before 
the  war  fhould  be  adopted  as  a  proper  bafis,  every  con- 
queft  be  reitored  not  excepted  by  the  prefent  treaty  ; 
and  every  conqueft  obtained  by  the  Britifh  fhould  be 
given  up,  except  the  iflands  of  Trinidad,  Ceylon, 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  :  it  was  alfo  expected 
that  the  effects  of  the  Stadtholder  fhould  be  reftored,or 
fomething  given,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  hi$ 
hereditary  dignities.  No  reafonable  objection  could 
be  oppofed  to  the  Project  of  the  Englifh  Govern- 
ment ;  it  was  perfectly  liberal  and  fair,  and  bore  all 
the  marks  of  moderation  and  franknefs ;  but  the  ma- 
jority of  the  French  Directors  were  ignorant  and 
little-minded  men,  who  had  accuftomed  themfeives 
to  fuch  a  habit  of  quibbling,  that  they  were  no 
longer  capable  of  difcerning  the  point  where  their 
true  interefts  lay. 

The  title  of  King  of  France,  which  the  kings  of 
England  had  borne  ever  fince  Henry  the  Vlth  was 
crowned  at  Rheims,  they  ftrongly  objected  to,  and 
declared  that  the  Englifh  could  never  be  confidered 
as  acknowledging  the  Republic  till  it  was  utterly 
abolifhed.  They  required  compeafation  for  the  fhips 
taken  or  deftroyed  in  the  port  of  Toulon,  which  de- 
mand was  founded  on  a  pretence,  that  they  could 
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only  be  held  by  Britain,  as  a  depofit,  till  the  Repub- 
lic was  acknowledged ;  and  this  being  done,  it  was 
necefTary  to  reftore  them,  or  grant  a  fuitable  indem- 
nification :  it  was  befides  required  of  the  Britifli  Am- 
baflador  to  declare,  whether  his  Government  had  re- 
ceived any  mortgage  upon  the  Low  Countries,  for 
the  monies  advanced  to  the  Emperor,  as  the  French 
Government  had  refolved  to  fulfil  no  fuch  condition. 
Lord  Malmfbury  replied,  "  That  he  was  fure  peace 
on  fuch  terms  would  not  be  accomplifhed :"  he 
employed  every  argument  to  convinoe  them  of  the 
injudicioufnefs  of  introducing  fuch  topics  fo  prema- 
turely; for  as  the  Directory  had  given  no  opinion  of 
the  leading  principles  of  his  Project,  it  would  be 
unwife  to  throw  any  obftacle  in  the  way  of  the  ne- 
gociation,  by  fuch  trifling  difficulties.  As  indivi- 
duals, the  minifters  might  feel  the  force  of  his  Lord- 
fhip's  reafoning,  but  their  inftruftions  upon  this  point 
were  fo  pofitive  and  precife,  that,  in  their  diplomatic 
capacity,  they  were  obliged  to  infift  upon  thofe  pointi : 
they,  therefore,  fent  to  the  Dsrectory  for  further  in- 
ftruclions,  which  occafioned  a  confiderable  delay. 
Lord  Malmfbury,  on  the  12th  of  Auguft,  was  con- 
fidentially informed,  by  one  of  the  Republican  en- 
voys, that  the  delay  originated  from  the  neceffity 
there  was  to  confult  with  the  Allies  of  the  Republic, 
and  was  informed,  on  the  14th,  that  they  would  re- 
ceive their  final  inftruftions  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days.  On  the  28th  his  Lordfhip  was  informed,  that 
the  anfwer  returned  by  Holland,  was  fo  unfatis- 
faclory,  that  it  was  fent  to  the  Dutch  Minifters  at 
Paris,  who  durft  not  venture  to  alter  it  agreeably  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  Directory  without  firft  applying  to 
their  own  government  for  frefh  inftruftions. 
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Important  as  the  Negotiation  would  have  been  at 
any  other  time,  the  attention  of  all  claffes  of  people  was 
fo  entirely  engroffed,  in  the  contemplation  of  a  vio- 
lent conflict  that  was  evidently  about  to  take  place 
between  the  Legiflative  and  Executive  bodies  at  Paris, 
that  fcarcely  any  intereft  was  taken  in  its  progrefs, 
and  few  perfons  expected  any  advantages  from  its 
conclufion.  The  cohcuffion,  now  rapidly  about  to 
take  place,  could  not  fail  to  paralyze  the  refolutions 
of  the  Directory;-  and  the  poffibility  of  their  over- 
throw, left  them  undecided  as  to  the  ground  upon 
which  they  fliould  treat ;  nor  could  the  Britifh  Ca- 
binet be  more  defirous  of  haftening  the  conclufion 
of  a  treaty,  which  might  be  difavowed  by  a  new 
government  in  the  courfe  of  a  weeks. 

The  public  attention  was  now  directed  to  Paris 
more  anxioufly  than  ever,  and  particularly  fo,  as  the 
world  in  general  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  matters 
in  difpute  .  between  the  different  branches  of  the 
Government.  Whatever  were  the  real  and  abfolute 
defigns  of  the  contending  parties,  it  is  poffible  that 
they  lie  buried  in  the  breads  of  fome  few  perfons,  who 
have  not  yet  difclofed  them  to  the  public  ;  but,  as  far 
as  a  clofe  attention  to  paffing  events,  and  an  impar- 
tial obfervation  of  the  conduct  and  manners  of  the 
different  perfons  concerned,  will  lead  to  a  juft  de- 
cifion,  .  they  were  only  fuch  as  a  moderate  fhare  of 
prudence,  and  good  humour,  would  have  rendered 
fubfervient  to  the  caufe  of  real  liberty. 

The  fpirit  of  moderation,  which  the  French  Go- 
vernment had  fometime  recommended  to  the  peo- 
ple, had  enabled  a  great  number  of  moderate  men 
to  obtain  feats  in  the  councils :  thofe  perfons  were 
anxiovs  to  repair  all  the  evils  which  the  violence  of 
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the  Revolution  had  occafioned ;  and  fearing,  left  fome 
untoward  change  might  deprive  them  of  the  oppor- 
tunity which  fortune  had  put  into  their  hands,  they 
propofed  their  meafures  too  rapidly  for  perfons  of 
oppofite  fentiments  to  be  able  to  acknowledge  their 
propriety.  The  re-eftablifhment  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, and  the  recal  of  the  Emigrants,  were  objects 
that  they  were  determined  to  effec"l,   but  the  Direc- 
tory regarded  thofe  meafures,  as  incompatible  with 
the  duration  of  the   Republic,    and  with   the  ex- 
iftence  of  their  own  power:  it  was  induftrioufly  re- 
ported, that  a  confpiracy  was  formed  with  a  view  to 
eftablifh  royalty,  and  each  of  the  parties  threw  the 
fame  charge  at  its  antagonift.     The  Legiflators  made 
no  fcruple  of  avowing,  that,  if  it  were  the  wifh  of 
the  people  to  have  royalty  eftablifhed,  it  ought  to  be 
reftored ;  and  the  Executors  maintained,  that  the  very 
attempt  to  take  the  public  opinion  upon  fuch  a  quef- 
tion  was  an  aft  of  rebellion,   and  deferved  the  pu- 
nifhment  duetto  treafon.   The  Reprefentatives  of  the 
people  contended,  that  unlefs  they  were  at  liberty  to 
difcufs  every  fubjecl:  with  equal  freedom,  the  name 
of  liberty  was  a  mere  mockery,  and  that  a  govern- 
ment, which  would  fupprefs  any  kind  of  iree  dif- 
cuffion,    whether  they   called   themfelves    Republi- 
cans  or  Royalifts,  were  in  facl  tyrants !    The  Re- 
prefentatives  charged  the  Directory  with  a   defign 
to  eftablifh  the  fovereign  power  in  their  own  hands, 
and  the  Directors  charged  the  Reprefentatives  with  a  de- 
fign to  betray  their  conftituents,  by  reftoring  Louis  the 
XV  tilth  to  the  throne.  The  Executive  Power  evinced 
a  determination  to  overawe  the  Councils  by  an  armed 
force,  and  the  Legiflators  refolved  that  their  delibe- 
rations fhould  be  free  and  unmolefted ;  the  princi- 
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pies  of  the  representatives  were  juftified  both  by 
reafon  and  the  laws;  but,  as  the  Directory  attached 
no  other  idea  to  the  term  liberty,  than  the  triumph 
of  their  ozon  party,  they  collected  a  large  armed  force 
round  Paris,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  prohibition  of 
the  constitution,  which  was  Said  to  be  a  declaration 
of  the  public  will,  and,  having  corrupted  the  foldiers, 
Surrounded  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  picked  out  every 
representative  who  differed  from  them  in  opinion. 
General  Augereau,  who  was  charged  to  execute  this 
defpotic  meaSure,  conducted  Pichegru,  the  Prefident 
of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and  all  the  other 
obnoxious  reprefentatives,  to  the  Temple,  from 
whence  they  were  transported,  without  even  the 
form  of  a  trial,  or  any  procefs  in  the  fhape  of  a 
public  accufation.  Amongfl  the  number  of  per- 
fons  ordered  for  transportation  were  two  of  the  Five 
Directors  j  for,  fuch  was  the  intolerant  Spirit  of  thefe 
pretended  fons  of  freedom,  that  they  could  not  bear 
the  flighted  contradiction  :  the  minority  of  twb  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  the  majority  of  three,  and  this  was 
deemed  a  Sufficient  offence  to  entitle  them  to  the  epi- 
thet of  traitors,  and  to  the  punifhment  of  trea'fon. 
Carnot  was  fortunate  enough  to  make  hisefcape,  but 
the  other  Director  (Barthelemy)  with  Pichegru,  Wil- 
lot,  and  Sixty  others,  were  fent  off  as  exiles  to  Cay- 
enne. Having  Succeeded  in  eftablifliing  their  de{- 
potiSm,  the  triumvirate  haftened  to  take  every  pre- 
caution neceffary  to  Secure  it :  the  preSs  appeared 
likely  to  be  their  greateft  enemy,  and  they  refolved, 
by  a  mark  of  the  moft  decifive  terror,  to  put  an  end, 
at  once,  to  every  apprehenfion  of  that  fort.  A  Sweep- 
ing decree  was  paffed  without  the  leaft  warning,  by 
VOL.  II.— NO.  xxi.  b  b 
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.which  forty-two  public  journals  were  feized  upon 
and  fupprefled,  and  it  concluded  whimfically  enough 
.that  all  the  proprietors,  managers,  directors,  authors, 
editors,  and  fellozv-labourers,  belonging  to  the  journals 
named  in  the  decree,  fhould  be  tranfported  without 
delay,  by  order  of  the  Directory ! 

The  temper  of  the  Directory,  with  regard  to  the 
JNegociation,  was  not  long  concealed  after  their  tri- 
umph:   their  ambafTadors,   who  had   in   effect  ac- 
ceded to  the  principle  of  the  treaty,    as  laid  down 
by  the  Britilh   Goveernment,   were    recalled   from 
Lifle,  and  two  others  fubllituted  in  their  place.  Th°fe 
new    ambafTadors  informed   Lord  Malmfbury,  that 
their  powers  were  very  extenfive,  and  hoped  that 
the  bufinefs  would  be  amicably  terminated  inafhort 
time,  if  his  powers  were  as  ample ;    but  they  could 
only  treat  with  his  Lordfhip  on  the  general  principal 
of  reftitution,  they,  therefore,  wifhed  to  be  informed, 
if  he  was  prepared  to  meet  them  on  that  ground,  to 
which  he  anfwered  in  the  negative,    and  remarked 
that  the   demand  of  the  Directory  as  to  full  reftitu- 
tion, juftified  him  in  doubting  their  fincerity.     On 
the  15th  he  was  peremptorily  afked  whether  he  was 
pofTefTed  of  powers  which  might  enable  him  to  ac- 
cede to  the  reftitution  of  every  pofTeffion  takw  from 
France,  or  her  Allies,  and  on  being  anfwered  as  be- 
fore, the   French   Minifter  read   to  his  Lordfhip  a 
decree  of  the  Directory,  by  which  he  was  ordered  to 
depart  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  fetch  the  neceffary 
qualifications.     Thus  was  the  nation,  a  fecond  time, 
infulted   in  the  perfon'  of  its  ambaffador,  by  a    go- 
vernment, whofe  captured  poffeffions  the  Englifh  Go- 
vernment could  have  fold  for  a  fum  equal  to  its  own 
national  debt. 
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As  the  Britifh  miniftry  were  well  informed  that  the 
Irifli  were  making  great  efforts  to  procure  auxiliaries 
from  France,  and  that  the  Batavian   Republic  bad 
been  making  formidable  preparations  for  fome  nava 
expedition,  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Duncan,  had  blockaded  the-Texel  during  the  greater 
pai  t  of  the  fummer.  The  Englifh  Admiral  having  left 
his  ftation,  and  proceeded  to  Yarmouth  Roads,  for  the 
purpofe  of  refitting.  Admiral  de  Winter,  withthe  Dutch 
fleet,  put  to  fea.  Captain  Trollope,  in  the  RufTelof  74 
guns,  with  a  fmail  fqnadron  under  his  command,  was 
left  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  ;  and  on  the  9th 
of  October,  a  fignal  was  made  to  Admiral  D'uncarr 
off  Yarmouth  roads,   that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  at 
fea.     The  Britifh  fleet,  confifting  of  fixteen  fail  of 
the  line,  and  three  frigates,  got  under  fail  with  alto- 
nifhing  rapidity,  and  by  the  afternoon  loft  fight  of 
the   land.     Captain  Trollope's  fmall   fquadron  was 
perceived  on  the  morning  of  the  nth  with  fignals 
flying,  to  intimate  that  an  enemy's  fleet  was  to  lee- 
ward.    The  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  de 
Winter,  confided  of  four  fhips  of  74  guus,  five  of 
68,   two  of  64,  four  of  56,  and  two  of  44   guns. 
Admiral  Duncan  gave  the  fignal  for  engaging,  and 
was  obeyed  with  the  utmoft  alacrity,   Vice- Admiral 
Onflow   in  the   Monarch,  bearing  down  upon  the 
rear  of  the  enemy,  whofe  gallant  example  was  fol- 
lowed by   every    fhip  of  his   divifion.     Before  one 
o'clock  the  battle  commenced,   when  the  whole  Bri- 
tifh fleet  broke  the  line  of  the  enemy,  and  made  it 
impracticable  for  them  to  reach  the  Texel,    the  land 
being  about  feven  miles  diftant.     Admiral  Onflow, 
with  the  larboard  divifion  of  the  Britifh   fleet,  en- 
gaged the  rear  of  the  Dutch,  while  the  commander 
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in  chief  directed  all  his  (trengthagainft  their  van  ,* 
the  Venerable,  in  which  he  himfelf  failed,  having 
been  inceflantly  engaged  almoft  two  hours  and  a 
half.  Although  all  the  mafts  of  De  Winter's  own 
{hip  went  by  the  board,  he  fought  for  fome  time 
,  after  like  a  true  fon  of  Mars,  and  only- (truck  his 
colours  when  overpowered  by  numbers :  it  is  faid 
that  not  a  fingle  officer  was  left  upon  the  quarter- 
deck of  the  Dutch^  flag-fliip,  but  the  Admiral  him- 
felf, the  whole  of  them  being  either  killed  or 
wounded.  The  Vice-admiral's  (hip  loft  all  her  mafts 
about  the  fame  time,  and  accordingly  {truck  to  Ad- 
miral Onflow's  divifion.  Before  three  o'clock,  more 
of  the  enemy's  fleet  furrendered ;  but  as  Admiral 
Duncan  found  himfelf  in  only  nine  fathoms  water,  and 
no  more  than  five  miles  from  the  land,  he  was  wholly 
taken  up  in  getting  the  difabled  fhips  off  the  fliore, 
and  could  not  afcertain  the  number  of  prizes;  and, 
as  the  wind  blew  ftrong  on  the  land,  the  fleet  was 
fcattered,  and  fome  of  the  Dutch  ftiips  that  had  for- 
merly (truck,  were,  on  that  account,  enabled  to  effecl: 
their  efcape.  The  prizes  confided  of  eight  (hips  of 
the  line,  two  of  56  guns,  and  one  of  44:  the  Delft 
of  56  guns  foundered  in  fight  of  the  Britifh  coaft, 
and  a  frigate  alfo  was  loft.  It  has  been  admitted  on 
all  hands,  that  a  more  fanguinary  battle  was  never 
fought ;  for  in  nine  (hips  of  Admiral  Duncan's  fleet, 
the  killed  and  wounded  exceeded  700,  and  the  Iofs 
fuftained  by  the  cold,  but  intrepid,  Dutch,  muft  have 
been  very  fevere.  The  flag  fhips  of  the  enemy  loft 
not  lefs  than  250  men  each  ;  and  it  has  been  main- 
tained, that  not  a  fingle  (hip  among  the  number  of  the 
prizes,  loft  lefs  than  100  men.  The  battle  was  fought 
lb  near  the  (hore  that  thoufands   of  fpedtators  be- 
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held  the  whole  of  it  from  firft  to  laft,  without  having 
it  in  their  power  to  grant  the  fmalleft  relief. 

The  gallantry  of  Admiral  Duncan  on  this  occafioa 
is  juftly  entitled  to  applaufe;  but  no  part  of  his  con- 
duct is  more  deferving  of  commendation  than  his 
getting  between  the  enemy  and  a  lee-fhore,  or,  in 
more  intelligible  language,  between  them  and  theland. 
This  was  a  manoeuvre  which  none  who  went  before 
him,  had  ever  attempted,  in  circumftances  fo  mani- 
feftly  critical.  Had  he  not  accomplished  this  object 
there  is  no  reafon  to  believe  that  he  would  have  been 
victorious,  even  after  Rear  Admiral  Story  had,  moft 
ignominioufiy,  deferted  the  gallant  De  Winter  :  it  will 
at  the  fame  time  be  recorded  to  the  honour  of  Ad- 
miral Duncan,  that  the  exquifite  judgment  he  dif- 
covered  in  freeing  himfelf  from  his  critical  lunation, 
was  at  leaft  equal  to  the  bold  and  intrepid  fpirit 
which  could  hazard  fuch  an  experiment.  When  he  re- 
turned home  he  was  created  Baron  Duncan,  of  Lundie, 
in  the  county  of  Perth,  and  Vifcount  Duncan  ofGam- 
perdown,  from  the  place  on  the  coaft of  Holland,  off 
which  his  lordfhip  gained  the  memorable  victory* 
This  glorious  victory  was  of  fo  much  value  to  the 
Bricifh  nation  that  every  heart  rejoiced  when  the 
news  arrived  ;  a  general  and  moft  brilliant  illumina- 
tion took  place  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  a  day 
of  folemn  thankfgiving  was  appointed,  when  the 
Kin?,  accompanied  by  all  the  public  authorities, 
went  in  ftate  to  St.  Paul's  cathedral:  the  proceffioa 
was  attended  by  three  waggons,  bearing  flags,  that 
had  been  taken  from  the  French,  Spaniards,  and 
Dutch,  during  the  war,  and  thefe  were  feveraily, 
borne  to  the  altar  by  a  flag-efficer,  who  had  beenpre- 
b  b  3 
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fent  when  they  were  taken.  A  great  number  of  of- 
ficers and  feamen  attended  upon  the  occafion,  and  all 
ranks  were  fenfible  of  the  obligation  they  were  under 
to  the  defenders  of  their  country. 

Provoked  at  their  inability  to  do  any  real  injury  to 
England,  the  Directory  could  not  help  venting  their 
anger  in  a  fort  of  bulletin  war,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
duce that  kind  of  artificial  mifchief  which  arifes  out 
of  a  ftate  of  conftant  alarm  :  it  would  be  endlefs  to 
recite  all  their  declarations  of  wrath  and  vengeance 
againft  this  country  ;  one  fpecimen  will  be  fufficient 
to  characterize  the  whole.  On  the  26th  of  October, 
2797,  the  Executive  Directory  decreed,  that  there 
fhould  be  affembled,  without  delay,  on  the  coafts  of 
the  ocean,  an  army,  which  fhould  be  called  The 
Army  of  England,  to  be  under  the  command  of 
Citizen  General  Buonaparte.  On  the  fame  day  the 
Directory  iflued  a  Proclamation  addrefled  to  the 
French  people,  which  contains  the  following  paf- 
fages : 

"  It  is  at  London  that  the  calamities  of  Europe  are  fa- 
bricated i  it  is  there  that  we  muft  put  an  end  to  them." 

*'  Crown,  at  length,  your  exploits  by  an  invafion  of  the 
Ifland,  whither  your  anceftors  carried  flavery,  under  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  and  bring  back  thither  the  Genius  of 
X-iberty,  which  muft  land  there  at  the  fame  moment  with  the 

French." "  A  lawlefs  enemy  has  repelled,  in  fact,  all 

the  overtures  which  could  alone  tend  to  pacification.  You 
know  this  enemy  ;  your  indignation  fixes  on  and  points  him 
out  by  name — it  is  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's — it  is  the 
moft  corrupting,  and  the  moll  corrupted  of  the  govern- 
ments  of  Europe — it    is  the  Englifli    government.'' 

*•  The  Great  Nation  will  avenge  the  univerfe  ;  and,  for  that 
purpofe,  Frenchmen  !  more  means  than  one  prefent  them- 
fclves  to  you;  the  moil  worthy,  and  the  quickeft,  is  a 
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defcent  upon  England." — — "  Thus  let  the  army  of  Eng- 
land go  and  dittate  terms  of  peace  in  London  !  Go,  gal- 
lant Republicans !  fecond  the  unanimous  wifli  of  the  na- 
tion ;  go  and  reflore  the  liberty  of  the  feas." "  And 

fince  the  Britilh  Government  looks  at  this  prefent  mo- 
ment with  a  ferocious  fmile  on  the  calamities  which  have 
befallen  the  continent,  and  glories  in  its  wealth,  force  it  to 

pay   its  quota  towards  the   expenfes    of  the    war." 

*'  What  a  refplendent  glory  is  held  forth  to  the  Army  of 
England  j  it  is  fufEcient  to  point  it  out." 

The  Prefident  of  the  Directory  in  a  long  addrefs 
to  General  Buonaparte,  avowed  fentiments  which 
deferve  the  particular  notice  of  every  Briton. 

"  Peace,"  faid  he,  "  reftores  order;  but  above  all,  it 
will  procure  us  the  inexpreffible  advantage  of  being  able 
to  confolidate  the  Republican  Government,  and  to  enable 
you  to  give  a  blow  to  the  infolence  of  England,  to  the  con- 
qucft  of  which  you  were  called." "  Go  then,  Ci- 
tizen General  !  crown  fo  glorious  a   life,  by  a  conqueft 

which  the  great  nation  owes  to  its  infulted  dignity." 

if  Let  the  conquerors  of  the  Rhine,  the  Po,  and  the 
Tiber  follow  your  fteps — the  ocean  will  be  proud  of  con- 
veying them.  He  is  an  untamed  Have  who  blumes  at  his 
chains — he  invokes  by  his  roarings,  the  vengeance  of  the 
earth  on  the  tyrant  which  oppreffes  his  waves. — He  will 
combat  on  your  fide — the  elements  themfelves  fubmit  to  the 
man  who  is  free.  Pompey  did  not  difdain  to  crufh  the 
pirates  :  go  ye,  greater  than  that  Roman  !  and  chain  up 
that  gigantic  Buccaneer,  who  tyrannizes  over  the  fea; 
go,  and  pun i ih,  in  London,  outrages  which  have  been  too 
long  unpuniflied." 

In  order  to  give  the  proper  flage  effect  to  the 
whole  of  this  farce,  a  deputation  of  the  Merchants 
of  Paris  addrefled  the  Directory  in  a  ftvle  of  ridi- 
culous gafconade,  perfectly  in  unifon  with  the  tinfel 
profeffions  and  promifes  of  that  government.     The 
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Deputation  was  introduced  by  the  Minifter  of  Fi- 
nance, who,  in  his  fpeech,  thus  addrefied  the  Di- 
rectory : 

"After  having  fecured  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  you 
have  determined,  fince  it  feems  decreed,  that  the  French 
Republic  mall  only  make  peace  with  their  enemies  at  their 
own  capitals,  to  fend  to  England  thofe  columns  who  have 

made  victory  the  companion  of  their  banner?." u  The 

Merchants  of  Paris,  in  this  determination,  augur  favour- 
ably to  the  liberty  of  the  feas,  and  to  the  reftoration 
of  commerce  :  they  are  perfuaded,  that  the  moment  is 
arrived  to  prove  to  an  enemy,  who  always  fly  when 
clofely  preffed,  that  the  French  will  terminate  a  war,  pro- 
longed only  becaufe  a  handful  of  pirates  have  the  bar- 
barifm  to  calculate  upon   it  as  an  event  favourable  to  their 

interefts." "  The  traders  of  Paris  come  to  requeft  the 

.Legislative  Body  to  open  a  lean,  of  which  the  premium 
fhould  be  hypotheticated  upon  our  victories." — i — "  The 
loan  may  be  called  an  Englilh  loan." 

The  Spokefman  of  the  Deputation  then  delivered 
his  addrefs  to  the  Directory,  which  contained  the 
following  expreflions. 

"  At  the  moment  when  the  French  nation  prepares  to 
encounter  in  the  combat,  her  eternal  and  implacable  enemy 
—  Every  man  who  carries  a  heart  at  once  truly  French 
and   Republican,  is    feized   wkh   deep  and  animating  en- 

thufiafm." "  Ah  !    it  is  in  vain,   that  the  Englifh  leek 

to  hide  thcmfelves  in  their  numerous  mips  :  it  is  in  vain 
that  they  hope  to  efcape  juft  punifhrnent  ;  we  will  carry 
into  the  middle  of  their  country  that  vengeance  which  they 
have  inflicted  on  defolate  provinces." — • — "  Citizen  Di- 
rectors !  the  Merchants  of  Paris,  of  whom  we  believe  our- 
felves  to  be  the  organ,  are  anxious  that  you  mould  tranfmit 
to  the  Executive  Body  a  meffage,  to  invite  them  to  open  a 
loan,  which  will  afford  afure  and  ready  means  to  effectuate 
a  defcent  upon  England.  This  loan  may  be  mortgaged 
upon  an  indirect  impofition." 
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The  Prefident,  Barras,  in  a  meflage,  communi- 
cating this  offer  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
obferved,  that  the  fund  of  40  millions  to  be  railed  iu 
this  manner,  would  be  "  fecured  on  the  fucceis  of 
the  grand  operation  which  the  Directory  is  now  pre- 
paring." And,  in  the  Council,  Jean  de  Brie  obferved, 
that  the  ftandard  of  victory  would  foon  "proceed  to 
puniih  Albion  for  its  long  catalogue  of  crimes  againft 
humanity."  . 

If  any  Englishman  fliould  not  feel  his  blood  boil 
with  indignation  on  the  perufal  of  infults  like  thefe 
he  is  a  difgrace  to  the  memory  of  thofe  gallant  he- 
roes who  conquered  in  the  fields  of  Creffy,  Agin- 
court,  and  Poictiers :  but,  it  is  impoflible,  that  fuch 
infolent  menaces  can  fail  to  excite  emotions  of 
juft  refentment  in  the  breads  of  every  Britain,  and  to 
infpire  them  with  a  confcioufnefs,  that  they  are  as 
able  and  as  willing  as  ever,  to  avenge  the  threats,  and 
to  punifh  the  temerity  of  their  audacious  invaders. 

In  confequence  of  preliminaries,  figned  at  Leoben, 
as  already  fiated,  a  definitive  treaty  was  figned  be- 
tween the  Emperor  and  the  French  Republic  on  the 
17th  of  O&ober,  at  Campo  Formib :  by  this  treaty 
the  Emperor  gave  up  all  claim  to  the  Low  Countries, 
which  it  was  agreed  fhould  become  a  part  of  France, 
and  to  its  pofleflions  in  Italy,  which  were  to  form  a 
new  political  body,  called  by  the  French  the  Cifal- 
pine  Republic  :  in  return  for  thefe  ceflions,  and  as- 
a  fort  of  compenfation,  Buonaparte  gave  to  the  Em- 
peror the  ftates  lately  known  as  the  Republic  of  Ve- 
nice, and  which  he  had  feized  upon,  in  the  French 
ftyle,  for  the  purpofe  of  bartering  away. 

The  power  of  France  was  now  moll  clearly  and 
firmly  eftablifhed,  and  nothing  but  the  moft  confum- 
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mate  folly  on  the  part  of  her  Rulers,  or  a  degree  of 
wifdom  on  the  part  of  the  old  courts,  fuperior  to  any 
they  had  yet  evinced,  could  poffibly  deprive  her  of 
the  Herculean  ftarf,  which  fhe  now  held  in  her 
grafp.  Many  ditferences  yet  remained  to  be  adjufted 
between  France  and  the  German  Princes  and  dates; 
and  in  order  to  fettle  thefe  points,  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio  provided,  that  a  congrefs  fliould  be  held  at 
Rafladt,  confifling  of  plenipotentiaries  from  the  dif- 
ferent powers.  Upon  the  prudence  and  moderation 
of  this  Congrefs,  much  of  the  welfare  of  Europe  de- 
pended, and  temperate  men  looked  up  to  it  with 
much  anxiety. 


fy 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  ZQl 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

"Buonaparte  returns  to  Paris,— It  becomes  the  Fa/Iiion 
to  admire  him. — Gentlemen  Democrats  in  England. — Fa- 
bricated Revolutionary  Biography.'— Works  of  Art  ob- 
tained by  the  French  in  Italy. — Hatred  between  the  Eng- 
UJIi  and  French  Governments  increafed  by  the  Capture  of 
Sir  Sydney  Smith.— Dif/iutes  relative  to  the  French  and 
Englifi  Prifoners .-Interejii'ig  Documents,  and  Corre- 
fpondence  thereon. 

WHEN  Buonaparte  had  thus  clowned  his  glo- 
rious ftruggles  by  an  advantageous  peace,  his  pre- 
fence  was  no  longer  required  in  Italy,  and  he  return- 
ed to  Paris.  On  his  arrival  in  the  Capital  he  was 
greeted  by  the  congratulations  of  every  defcription 
of  perfons,  in  a  manner  the  mod  flattering.  Poets, 
painters,  and  fculptors,  high  and  low,  whether  learned 
or  ignorant,.piousor  profane,  all  exercifed  their  inge- 
nuity to  difplay  fome  excellent  feature,  either  of  the 
perfon  or  the  mind  of  this  extraordinary  Hero,  and 
among  the  various  conceits  that  the  lively  imagina- 
tion of  his  admirers  hit  upon,  fome  even  laid  claim 
to  the  quality  of  oracular  prophecies.  The  follow- 
ing Anagram,  arifing  out  of  the  French  Revolution, 
exprefTed  by  the  French  words  Revolution  Francaife, 
was  confidered  fo  perfectly  of  this  kind,  that  it  ferved 
to  elevate  our  Adventurer  aftonifhingly  in  the  efiima- 
tion  of  a  weak  and  credulous  people  :  it  was  thought  a 
ftrong   fymptom  of   infidelity  to  doubt  its  being  a 
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divine  difcovery,  that,  by  cutting  off  the  word  vet$, 
which  being  exercifed  by  the  King,  had  led  on  this 
terrible  revolution,  the  remaining  letters  pointed  to 
Buonaparte,  as  putting  the  laft  hand  to  it,  vn  Corfe  la 
finira — "  a  Corfican  will  terminate  it."  The  difco- 
very is  certainly  ingenious  ;  but,  perhaps,  in  a  land 
of  free-thinking,  one  may  venture  to  fuggeff,  that  a 
very  fmall  portion  of  divine  criticifm  would  have 
difcovered  in  this  oracle  a  trifling  deviation  from  truth, 
which  leaves  it  little  above  the  production  of  a  finite 
and  unlettered  mind.  The  c  with  the  cedilla  in 
Fran$aife,  is  not  the  c  in  corfe,  one  taking  the  found 
of  f,  the  other  of  k.  It  is  no  matter ;  the  French 
have  loo  much  good-nature  and  politenefs  to  ob- 
ferve  niceties  of  this  fort;  the  General  was  in  fafhion, 
and  who  would  be  fo  rude  as  to  tell  the  beau-mondt, 
that  it  was  miftaken  !  Buonaparte  had  done  much 
for  the  country;  and  whoever  they  were  that  might 
have  grounds  of  complaint  againft  him,  he  had  a 
flrong  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  the  French. 

The  manners  of  the  General  were  precifely  calcu- 
lated to  gain  him  the  moft  u  ft  fill  fort  of  popularity. 
Ardently  courted  by  all  parties,  he  could  eafily  fe- 
le&  the  mod  fuitable  confidants :  thefe  he  chofe  on 
account  of  their  prudence  and  policy,  rather  than  for 
the  violence  of  their  fentiments  It  is  not  true  that 
the  General  was  a  Jacobin,  or  that  lie  fhewed  any 
attachment  to  perfons  of  that  turbulent  feft.  Whe- 
ther his  name  was  ever  enrolled  among  the  members 
of  that  club  is  very  doubtful,  and  if  it  was,  it  was 
only  in  that  carelefs  kind  of  way,  whereby  fome 
perfons  in  this  country  became  Free  Mafons  and  Odd 
Fellow;,  without  taking  any  intereft  in  fuch  focieties. 
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The  neareft  character  to  that  affumed  by  Buonaparte 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Paris,  in  1797,  is  that 
of  the  Gentlemen  Democrats  in  England,  who,  carrying 
their  views  no  further  than  the  overthrow  of  the  ex- 
ifting  government,  do  not  condefcend  toexplain  them- 
selves to,  or  to  mix  with,  their  inferior  brethren,  any 
more  than  is  neceflary  to  keep  them  in  good  hu- 
mour, in  order  to  preferve  them  as  tools,  to  be  ufed 
as  circumftances  may  require  their  Services. 

This  temporizing  policy  on  the  part  of  Buona- 
parte was  rather  advantageous  to  France  than  other- 
wife  :  for,  while  he  declined  taking  any  meafures 
offenfive  to  either  of  the  factions,  they  were  each 
kept  quiet  from  a  Tear  of  making  him  an  enemy  by  any 
premature  effort.  He  would,  however,  have  gained 
very  little  influence  over  the  public  mind,  if  his  cha- 
racter or  couducT:  had  been  any  thing  like  what  it 
has  been  depicted  in  thofe  unprincipled  fabrications 
publifhed  to  the  world,  under  the  titles  of  "  Revolu- 
tionary Lives,  Secrets  of  Cabinets,"  &c. 
The  refpect  he  acquired^  arofe  out  of  the  punctu- 
ality with  which  he  attended  to  all  his  private  as 
well  as  public  duties,  and  which  rendered  a  reproof 
from  him  of  f'o  much  weight,  that  every  confpi- 
cuous  perfon  became  habitually  defirous  of  avoiding 
it.  Thofe  who  think  they  can  promote  the  inte- 
rests of  virtue  and  humanity  by  the  propagation  of 
groundlefs  calumnies  have  formed  a  very  wrong 
notion  of  mankind:  it  is  a  misfortune  for  the  Eng- 
lifh,  that  the  French  nation,  with  this  great  Chieftain 
at  their  head,  are  their  enemies,  and  certainly,  as  it 
relates  to  commerce,  unjuftly  and  imprudently  fo ; 
but,  before  any  Englifhman  complains   of  this  iw> 

vol.  n.— no.  xxi.  c  c 
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proper  enmity,  let  him  afk  himfelf  what  friendfhip 
can  be  held  with  a  people,  who  pretend  to  publifh 
the  fecrets  of  the  clofet  and  the  bed-chamber,  for 
the  avowed  purpofe  of  difplaying  the  fecret  vices  of 
a  whole  family,  which  common  obfervation  could  not 
have  difcerned. 

Buonaparte,  as  well  as  his  family  in  general,  have 
more  good  qualities  than  bad  ones,  and  their  bad 
ones  are  infinitely  lefs  vicious  than  thofe  of  fome  fa- 
milies equally  confpicuous,  from  whom  much  better 
things  might  have  been  expected  :  it  is  true,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  General  had  little  of  that  cere- 
monious politenefs  in  it  which  is  fo  highly  prized 
by  the  admirers  of  the  old  courts,  and  the  frankncfs 
of  his  manners,  often  led  him  to  cenfurejperfons  lefs 
attentive  to  their  duties  than  he  was  to  his  own, 
which  lax  characters,  conftrued  into  rudenefs.  The 
principal  difference  between  Buonaparte  and  his  ca- 
lumniators, is,  that  he  bluntly  declares  his  opinion 
without  regard  to  confequences,  whereas  they  never 
fpeak  what  they  think,  till  they  have  looked  rgund  to 
fee  how  their  opinions  will  be  approved  by  the  per- 
fons,  to  whofe  judgments  they  have  furrendered  their 
own.  No  perfons  were  more  fincere  in  their  de- 
votion to  the  General  than  the  men  of  fcience  and 
literature :  his  victories  had  enriched  the  Mufeum 
of  Paris,  with  the  principal  curiofities  of  the  ancient 
and  modern  world,  and  that  capital  had  now  be- 
come the  emporium  of  all  that  was  rare  and  va- 
luable in  the  world  of  tafteand  fcience. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival,  the  General  was  pre- 
fented  with  the  following  Lift  of  the  Chefs'd'ccuvres, 
and  celebrated  Curiofities,  which  the  victories  of  the 
Republican  armies  have  procured  to  France. 
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SCULPTURE.- 
The  Apollo,  the  Meleager,  the  Torfo,  the  Antinous, 
of  the  Vatican,  the  Adonis,  the  Hercules  Commodus,  the 
Apollo  and  the  Mufes,  the  Qgoit-player,  a  Faun  playing 
on  the  flute,  the  Torfo  of  Cupid,  the  Paris,  the  Zeno,  ano- 
ther Quoit-player,  the  Julius  Caefar,  the  Auguftus,  the 
Tiberius  togatus,  the  Adrian^  the  Phocion,  the  De- 
mofthenes,  the  Sardanapalus,  the  Sextus  Hippericus,  the 
Antinous,  of  the  Capitol,  the  Melpomene,  the  Urania,  the 
Venus,  the  Juno,  the  Flora,  the  Ariadne,  the  Veftal,  a 
little  Ceres,  the  Amazon,  the  Minerva,  the  Health,  ano- 
ther Urania,  the  Terpfichore,  the  Polyhymnia,  another 
Melpomene,  the  Thalia,  the  Clio,  the  Calliope,  the  Eu- 
terpe, the  Erato,  the  Trajan,  the  Pofidippus,  the  Me- 
nander,  the  Shepherd  extracling  a  thorn  from  his  foot,  the 
dying  Gladiator,  the  crouching  Venus,  the  Cleopatra,  the 
Laocoon,  the  Love  and  Pfyche,  the  Jupiter,  the  Homer, 
the  Alexander,  the  Jupiter  Serapis,  the  Menelaus,  the 
Junius  Brutus^  the  Marcus  Brutus,  the  Oceanus,  the 
Cato  and  Porcia,  the  two  Sphinxes,  the  three  Chande- 
liers, the  three  Altars,  the  Tomb  of  the  Mufes,  the 
Tiber, .  and  feveral  other  morceaux. 

PAINTINGS. 

BY     RAPHAEL. 

The  Transfiguration,  the  Aflumption,  the  Crowning- 
of  the  Virgin,  the  Virgin,  the  Annunciation,  the  Ado- 
ration of  the  Magi,  the  Baptifm  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity,  and  the  Refurre&ion.  . 

BY   P.  PERUGINO. 

The  Refurre&ion,  the  Holy  Family,  St.  Auguflin  and 
the  Virgin,  the  Marriage  of  the  Virgin,  the  Virgin  and 
Saints  of  Pe.roufe,  the  Prophets,  St.  Benedict,  St.  Placida, 
St.  Scholaflica,  the  Deity,  St.  Sebaftian,  St.  Auguflin, 
St.  Bartholomew,  St.  Paul,  St.  John,  the  Virgin,  the 
taking  down  from  the  crofs,  A  Virgin. 
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BY    GUERCINO. 

The  Circumcifion,  St-  Petronilla,  and  St.  Thomas, 

BY    DOMINICHINO. 

St.  Jerome,  and  the  Martyrdom  of  St.  Agnes. 

BY  CARAVAGGIO. 

The  Defcent  from  the  Crofs. 

BY    ANNIBAL    CARKACHE. 

Piety,  and  the  Nativity. 

BY    ANDREA    SACCHI. 

St.  Romuald,  and  a  Miracle. 

BY    ALFANI. 

A  Virgin,  and  St.  Francis. 

BY    GUIDO. 

Fortune,  and  the  Martyrdom  of  St.  Pster. 

BY    GABALO. 

The  Virgin. 

BY    FOUSSIN. 

The  Martyrdom  cf  St.  Erafmus. 

BY    VALENIIK. 

The  Martyrdom  of  St.  Gervais. 

BY    CORREGIO. 

The  Virgin   and    St.  Jerome,  and  the  Virgin  with  a 
porringer. 

BY    TITIAN. 

The  Crowning. 

BY    FROCACCINJ. 
St.  Sebaftian. 

Articles  for  the  Muftum  of  Natural  Hiflory. 

The  Herbal  of  Haller. 

The  Collection  of  Volcanic  Subftances,  by  Spallanzani. 

The  Minerals  of  P.  Pini  at  Milan, 
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The  Minerals  of  the  Inftitute  of  Bologna. 
The  Herbal  of   Aldrovandus,  in  16  vols. 
The  Collection  of  Marbles*and  Frecious  Stones  of  the 
Inftitute  of  Bologna. 

The  Manufcript  Figures  of  Aldrovandus  in  17  vols. 
Needles  of  rock-cryftal. 

Befide  thefe,  a  very  large  collection  of  cnriofities 
and  paintings  were  to  be  received  from  Venice,  and 
the  celebrated  Gallery  of  Modena.  ■  The  following 
articles  were  deftined  for  the  National  Library, 

Manufcripts  from  the  Ambrofian  Library  and  that  of 
Brera. 

Manufcripts  from  the  Abbey  of  St;  Salvador  of  Bo- 
logna. 

The  Donations  made  to  the  church  of  Ravenna  on  pa- 
pyrus, in  490  and  491.  - 

A  manufcript  of  Jofephus's  Antiquities  on  papyrus. 

A  manufcript  Hiftory  of  the  Popes, 

A  manufcript  Virgil,  which  belonged  to  Petrarch,  with 
notes  in  his  hand-writing. 

Manufcripis  on  the  flux  and  reflux,  and  on  fortifica- 
tions, in  the  hand-writing  of  Galileo. 

Cartoon  of  the  works  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci.   ■ 

Twelve  manufcripts  of  da  Vinci  on  the  Sciences. 

Anatomical  tables  of  Haller,  with  additions  and  correc- 
tions in  his  hand-writing. 

Ancient  editions  of  books  from  the  Ambrofian  Library, 
and  the  libraries  of  the  inftitute  of  Bologna,  the  Abbey  of 
St.  Salvador,  and  the  Univerfity  of  Pavia. 

Five  hundred  manufcripts  from  the  Library  of  the 
Vatican. 

The  opening  of  the  year  1798,  found  France  at 
peace  with  all  the  powers  on  the  continent,  and,  her 
hoftile  attempts,  directed  alone  to  Great  Britain,   ex- 
c  c  3 
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cept  in  the  fingle  inftance  of  Ehrenbreitftein,  a  Ger- 
man fortrefs,  which  was  continued  in  a  Hate  of 
blockade  till  its  fate  fhould  be  decided  upon  by  the 
negotiation  carrying  on  at  Raftadt. 

Seldom  has  rancour  been  more  malevolent  than 
that  which  preferved  the  hatred  of  the  French  and 
Englifli  Governments  towards  each  other,  and  it 
was  now  difcovered  to  be  more  mifchievous  in  its 
effects  than  furnifhing  mere  newfpaper  and  procla- 
mation gafconade.  An  Englifli  Captain,  Sir  W.  Sid- 
ney Smith,  had  been  taken  prifoner  on  the  coafl  of 
France,  clofe  in-fhore,  attempting  to  cut  out  a 
French  fhip.  This  officer  the  Britifh  Government 
were  defirous  of  exchanging,  but  the  French  Go- 
vernment took  this  to  be  a  fair  opportunity  of  vex- 
ing and  irritating  their  antagonifts  ;  and,  therefore, 
with  all  the  little-mindednefs  that  formed  the  cha- 
racters of  the  "  Five  Men,"  they  fet  up  a  pretence 
that  Sir  Sidney  could  not  be  regarded  as  an  ordi- 
nary prifoner  of  war,  and  therefore  fhould  not  be 
admitted  into  the  ordinary  exchanges.  Not  a  doubt 
remained  upon  the  mind  of  the  Directory  but  that 
this  was  an  act  of  injuftice,  and  therefore  its  political 
confcience  directly  apprehended,  that  the  Englifli 
Government  would  take  revenge,  by  ill-treating  the 
French  prifoners  here.  As  a  finner,  who,  expecting 
every  tranfgrelfion  to  be  followed  by  ftorms  of  thun- 
der and  lightning,  keeps  conftantly  watching  the 
clouds,  fo  was  the  anxious  eye  of  the  Directory 
conftantly  upon  the  motions  of  the  Englifh  Admi- 
nistration :  their  Agent  was  ordered  to  keep  a  vigilant 
look-out,  and,  failing  to  complain,  expofed  him  to 
be  iufpected  of  neglect  of  duty.  M.  Charetie  was 
far   from  a  bud  man,  and  by  no  means  habitually 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  $,99 

querulous  r  he  was  allowed  cortftant  accefs  to  his  un- 
fortunate countrymen,  and  received  every  informa- 
tion^ relative  to  their  habitations  and  Supplies,  as  often 
as  he  wifhed  ;  he  was,  in  general,  fatisfied,  and  no 
ground  of  complaint  ever  arofe,  that,  when  Stated, 
the  Government  did  not  immediately  correct  to  his 
Satisfaction.  It  was,  however,  discovered,  that,  at 
Falmouth,  the  Contractor  had  given  way  to  his  cu- 
pidity, and  fupplied  the  prifoners  with  bread  far  in- 
perior  to  what  Government  agreed  and  paid  for,  a 
circumftance  that  ferved  to  buoy  up  the  finking  re- 
putation of  M.  Charetie,  by  furnifhing  him  with  a 
tale,  to  fend  over  to  his  government,  and  of  which 
the  Directory  made  the  moft  uncandid  and  unge- 
nerous ufe.  As  foon  as  the  conduct  of  the  Contractor 
was  reprefented  to  the  Tranfport  Board,  to  whofe 
care  the  prifoners  were  confided,  he  was  punifhed, 
and  means  were  taken  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  fraud;  yet  the  Directory  trumpeted  the  ftory 
forth  in  France,  in  their  gazettes  and  placards,  for 
the  purpofe  of  j unifying  the  wretched  manner  in 
which  they  had  treated  the  Eng'ifh  prifoners,  even 
before  they  had  any  fuch  excufe  to  make.  A  French- 
man, on  arriving  at  Nantes,  from  an  Englifh  prifon, 
faw  it  ported  againft  the  walls,  that  in  England  the 
French  prifoners  were  fed  npon  dead  dogs  and  cats, 
and  were  fometimes  brought  out,  in  great  numbers, 
and  (hot  for  the  amufement  of  the  people :  he  has- 
tened to  declare  that  the  whole  was  falfe,  and  that  he 
had  been  treated  with  extreme  kindnefs;  but  he  was 
told  that  he  had  better  be  filent,  and  not  dare  to  con- 
tradict the  Government.  As  the  French  fent  an 
agent  to  fuperintend  their  prifoners  in  England,  fo 
the  Britifh  Government  appointed  Mr.  Swinburne, 
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agent  to  attend"  to  the  affairs  of  their  prisoners  in 
France ;  but  it  will  hardly  be  thought  creditable  to 
the  Directory,  that  Mr.  Swinburne  was  not  allowed 
accefs  to  the  prifons,  nor  to  receive  any  information 
concerning  them  diredly^  but  fuch  as  the  French 
Commiflaries  themfelves  chofe  to  give.  The  reafon 
of  this  myfterious  caution  arofe  from  a  conviction  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Government,  that  its  conduct 
would  not  bear  examining,  as  the  following  commu- 
nications may  ferve  to  prove. 

Estraft  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Chi  ifiant  Dunkirk, 
to  Mr.  Siu'inhume^  at  Paris. 
"  My  clerk j  whom  I  fent  to  Arras,  as  already  ad- 
vifed,  ftopptd  a  day  there,  and  another  at  Air,  to 
vifit  the  prifons  in  both  thcfe  places,  and  to  get  the 
beft  account  he  could,  for  the  time,  of  prifoners,  of 
which  you  have  lifts  inclofed.— Thofe  in  the  hofpital 
at  Arras  are,  he  tells  me,  taken  pretty  good  care  of ; 
but  thofe  in  the  hofpital  at  Air,  in  the  moft  mifcra- 
ble  condition,  dying  daily,  from  the  filth  and  ftench 
of  a  dirty  fmall  room,  where  above  40  fick  are  pent 
up  with  the  Englim  prifoners,  and  who  muft  all 
foon  make  their  exit,  if  not  taken  better  care  of, 
or  removed  to  a  larger  or  more  airy  room  ;  and  my 
young  man  fays,  the  ftench  was  fo  horrid,  that,  if  he 
had  remained  there  half  an  hour,  it  would  have  killed 
him;  he  could  not  even  ftay  there  to  make  out  his 
lift,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  it  to  one  of  the  pri- 
foners to  finifh  ;  fo  that  you  fhould  not  lofe  an  hour 
in  applying  to  your  Board  of  Comniiffioners,  to  order 
the  Commiffary  of  Marine  at  Air  to  have  thern  re- 
lieved ;  you  may  tell  them,  that  you  are  informed 
of  their  moft  miftrable  fate,  without  faying   more. 
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The  gaoler  fhould  have  directions  to  allow  fuch  of 
them  to  go  out  as  are  able,  of  which  I  fear  there  are  not 
a  great  many,  to  air  themfelves  for  an  hour  or  two 
every  forenoon  5  and,  perhaps,  au  hour  in  the  after- 
noon, though  doubly  guarded,  if  he  thought  proper; 
and,  when  they  are  out  of  the  room,  two  or  three 
of  the  moft  healthy  may  be  employed  in  taking  out 
the  filth,  fweeping,  opening  the  windows,  and  fu- 
migating the  room  with  rofin,  brimftone,  or  cork- 
wood fhavings,  fprinkling  it  with  vinegar,  and  wafli- 
ing  the  walls  with  it,  and  have  a  bottle  of  it  every 
day  to  dip  a  rag  in,  to  bathe  their  noflrils  and  tem- 
ples ;  and  have  a  large  allowance  of  clean  ftraw,  at 
leaft  once  a  week,  befides  having  the  floor  laid  over 
with  dry  fand,  an  inch  or  two,  once  a  week,  which 
would  imbibe  the  damp  and  foul  air ;  and  the  pri- 
foners,  for  their  own  prefervation,  fhould  fpare  no 
pains  in  keeping  themfelves  and  their  room  clean,  as 
it  is  for  want  of  this  they  are  fo  fubjedr.  to  gaol  and 
peftilential  fevers." 

At  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Englifli  Govern- 
ment to  enquire  into  the  treatment  of  Prifoners  of 
War,  Mr.  John  Hopkins  Radford,  Surgeon  upon 
the  ftaff,  attending,  was  examined,  and  faid, 

I  was  taken  in  the  Elizabeth  victualler,  in  my  paf- 
fage  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  carried  into  L'Orient ; 
I  arrived  there  on  the  8th  of  December,  1 797,  and  was 
allowed  my  parole  until  the  21  ft,  upon  which  day  I 
was  fent  into  clofe  confinement :  four,  befides  my- 
felf,  were  fent  into  confinement  the  fame  day,  and, 
in  a  room  adjoining,  were  four  others;  our  allow- 
ance at  that  place  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  coarfe  meat,  and  about  a  pound  of  coarfe  bread, 
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and  water.  On  the  26th  we  began  our  march  for 
Pontanezan  prifon,  about  1 10  in  number  ;  on  the  road 
we  were  allowed  no  carriage  for  our  baggage  ;  but 
as  there  were  feveral  men  fick,  on  the  fecond  day  of 
our  march,  there  was  one  fmali  cart  allowed  by  the 
agent  for  the  fick,  which  was  continued  during  the 
march,  being  about  100  miles,  which  lafted  until, 
the  1  ft  of  January  :  the  men  on  the  road  on  one  of 
the  nights  flept  in  an  old  church,  on  another,  in  a^ 
ftable,  knee  deep  in  muck,  and  the  other  nights  in 
prifons  and  in  old  houfes.  On  the  third  night  the 
gaoler  flole^one-third  of  the  men's  breadt  and  fold 
it  to  them  the  next  morning ;  the  two  following 
nights  the  men  had  no  provifions  at  all,  owing,  as 
the  officer  informed  us,  to  the  CommifTary  miftaking 
the  route  ;  nor  was  there  bread  enough  in  the  fmall 
towns  to  purchafe  for  them,  confequently  feveral  of: 
them  had  no  victuals  for  forty-eight  hours. 

The  Pontanezan  prifon  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
fquare;  it  has  fix  buildings,  about  200  yards  in. 
length,  and  eight  yards  wide,  built  for  a  French 
hofpital,  and  contained  feven  tier  of  hammocks. 
In  one  prifon  1000  prifoners  were  confined;  in  half 
of  another  130,  including  women  and  children.  One 
of  the  buildings  was  appointed  for  an  hofpital,  gal- 
ley (laves  were  in  another:  there  were  windows  on 
both  fides,  and  about  100  men  allowed  at  a  time  to 
go  into  the  yard  in  fine  weather ;  the  fituation  was 
dry:  there  were  two  furgeons  and  two  apothecaries, 
but  very  little  medicines;  in  general  there  was  no 
diftinclion  between  the  officers  and  the  common  peo- 
ple, but  the  furgeons,  women,  and  pafiengers,  were, 
by  the  indulgence  of  the  CommifTary,  kept  apart,  and 
had  better  allowance.     The  allowance  of  provifions  at 
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Pontanezan  prifon  was  about  a  pound  of  coarie  bread, 
without  any  bran,  taken  from  the  wheat,  and  a  piece 
of  pork,  orbeef,|for  fevenmen.  This  witnefs  produced 
to  the  Committee  a  piece  of  pork,  which  was  deli- 
vered out  at  that  prifon  for  the  day's  mefs  for  feven 
men,  and  which  then  proved  to  be  of  the  weight  of 
19  ounces  and  an  half,  but  without  the  bone,  14 
ounces  and  three  quarters;  in  the  afternoon,  about 
four  o'clock,  they  had  a  foup  of  horfe  beans  one  day, 
and  calivances  the  other  day,  they  were  boiled  in, 
fait  and  oil.  At  this  time  provifions  in  the  country 
were  plentiful  and  cheap— frefli  beef  3d.  3§d.  and 
4d.  a  pound— mutton  the  fame — game  plentiful — a 
hare  1 5  fous — a  partridge  and  a  woodcock  for  alivre 
— fifli  cheap. 

At  the  fame  Committee,  Captain  James  Colnett 
of  his  Majefty's  frigate  Huffar,    faid   his   fhip  was 
wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  France  on  the  24thof  De- 
cember, 1796;  and  he  continued,  "  After  we  efcaped 
from  the  wreck,   and  furrendered  ourfelves  to  the 
military,  we  were  pillaged  by  them  of  every  thing, 
but  what  was  on  our  backs.     We  were  five  days  on 
our  march  to  Breft,  on  foot,  during  which  time  we 
had  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  bread  given  11s  one  day, 
no  other  lodging  than  wet  ftraw,  in  a  church,  was  pro- 
cured for  us,  unlefs  we  could  pay  for  it.     After  our 
arrival  at  Breft  we  were  confined  in  the  common 
gaol  at  Pontanezan ;  for  the  firft  two  days  fed  with 
nothing  but  the  common  prifoners  rations,   which 
were  parts  of  a  bullock  cut  up  by  the  lump,  liver, 
lights,  offal,  and  part  of  the   horn,  with   the  jaw. 
After  being  let  out  of  the  common  gaol,  a  larger 
quantity  of  provifions  was  allowed  the  officers,  but 
of  the  fame  quality ;  after  remaining  fome  time  at 
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Pontanezan,  where  a  very  fmall  part  of  my  effects  was 
returned  me,  we  were  forced  to  go  on  parole  a  hun- 
dred miles  from  Breft  to  Pontavie,  and  were  obliged  , 
to  pay  our  own  expences,  as  well  as  thofe'of  the  fol- 
diers  who  had  the  care  of  us.   The  whole  time  of  our 
flay  at  Pontavie  we  had  no  more  than  the  French 
common  lbldier's  rations,  and  even  the  worft  part  of 
the  meat,  and  no  wood  to  cook  the  victuals.     When 
our  releafe  was  ordered,  we  were  marched  back  in 
the  fame  way,  paying  our  own  expences;  but,  finally, 
fome  wood  was  procured,  for  which  we  figned  re- 
ceipts.    On  my  arrival  at  Breft,  I  complained  to  the 
Marine  Minifter  there  of  the  treatment  I  had  met  with 
in  the  country,  and  he  told  me,  that  he  believed  me,  but 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  remedy  it,  or  he  would. 
My  fecond  lieutenant  then  went  to  the  Minifter,  who 
gave  him  a  certificate  of  his  having  only  received  fol- 
diers  rations,  and  defired  him  to  apply  to  the  French 
Commiflary  in  London  for  the  deficiency.     The  al- 
lowance of  provisions  was  fhortened  in  the  hofpital, 
not  only  for  the  fick,  but  even  the  lame;  and,  in  lieu 
of  meat,  a  little  four  wine  was  given.     I  obferved 
two  wells  in  the  prifon,  blocked  up ;  and  on  enquiring 
the  reafon  of  it,  was  told,  that  in  Robefpierre's  time, 
the  water  had  been  poifoned  by  his  order,  and  the 
nuns,  who  had  the  care  of  the  hofpital,  were  ordered 
to  give  it  to  the  fick,  by  which  many  were  poifoned. 
Some  of  the  nuns,  who  refufed  to  do  fo,  were  put  in 
a  dungeon,  under  ground,  for  nine  months. 

At  the  fame  Committee,  Mr.  Jean  Charetic,  the 
French  Agent,  attending,  according  to  order,  was 
afked  to 

State  to  the  Committee  in  what  particular  cha- 
racter you  refide  in  this  country  ?— Commiflary  from 
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the  Executive  Directory,  for  the  exchange  of  pri- 
(  loners  of  war,  charged  with  a  project  of  cartel,  and 
'.the  general  fuperintendance  of  prifoners. 

At  what  time  did  your  commiffion  commence? — 
In  December,  1795. 

How  long  did  you  continue  in  that  fituation  ? — 
About  two  years  and  a  half. 

Has  Mr.  Charretie  any  objection  to  ftate  to  the 
Committee,  diflinclly,  his  particular  obfervations  on 
the  treatment  of  the  prifoners  in  that  period,  in  the 
piifons  and  hofpitals  of  England  ? — I  will  give  a 
faithful  account ;  I  have  always  done  jufKce  to  the 
good  intentions  of  the  Briufh  Government  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  prifoners;  I  have  never  complained,  but 
of  abufes  ;  I  knew  perfectly  well  the  ratios  which 
the  Britifh  Government  diftributed  to  each  man,  as 
well  as  the  price  which  they  gave  the  contractors. 
In  my  different  vifitations  made  to  the  prifons,  I 
have  afcertained  that  the  quality  of  the  provifions 
was  not  equal  to  the  price  paid  for  them  by  go- 
vernment. 

Do  you  mean  to  fay  that  it  was  univerfally  fo?— « 
At  Poitchefter  and  Plymouth  it  was  better  than  at 
Falmouth;  the  agent  at  Falmouth  entered  the  prifon 
only  once  a  week.  The  French  prifoners,  to  the 
number  of  between  eight  and  nine  hundred,  were 
entirely  under  the  cuftody  of  the  goalers ;  and  the 
different  contractors  of  beer,  meat,  and  bread,  diftri- 
buted provifions  at  leaft  80  per  cent,  below  the  price 
paid  them  by  Government.  The  bread  was  made 
with  bad  corn,  mixed  with  chaff,  and  was  not  eat- 
able. I  was  at  Falmouth  in  July  1797;  I  wrote, 74 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  to  complain  to  the  Tranf- 
VOLi  11, — NO    XXII.  d  d 
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port  Board  :  the  board  was  aftonifhed  at  my  com- 
plaint, and  told  me,  in  conference,  that  one  of  them 
(Mr.  Searle)  had  been  to  infpecl:  thofe  prifons  about 
the  end  of  June,  and  had  made  a  favourable  report 
of  them,  which  put  me  under  the  necelfity  of  per- 
severing in  my  complaint.  This  induced  the  Board 
to  fend  Captain  Lane  to  certify  the  complaint,  and 
fee  if  it  was  founded;  and  he  knew,  confidentially, 
that,  by  going  privately  to  the  two  prifons,  the  truth 
of  the  complaint  was  eftablifhed.  In  November, 
1 795,  when  I  firfl  took  charge  of  the  prifoners,  I 
vifited  Portfmouth,  and  theprifons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. I  found  Dr.  Johnfon,  of  the  Sick  and 
Hurt  Board,  who  went  round  the  different  prifons 
.with  me,  and  I  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  finding  that 
all  the  provifions  were  of  the  belt  kind,  and  no  com- 
plaint from  any  of  the  prifoners,  and  the  hofpital  at 
Forton  in  good  order;  but  in  June  179;,  I  went 
down  to  attend  the  exchange  of  fome  prifoners,  and 
there  found,  that,  in  confequence  of  information  re- 
»  ceived  by  the  Brkifh  Government  of  an  infurrection 
in  the  prifon  at  F01  tchefter,  the  market  was  ftopped, 
during  which  time  great  advantage  was  taken  by  the 
turnkeys,  to  fell,  clandeftinely,  bread  and  milk  at  ex- 
orbitant prices  ;  when  the  prifoners  complained,  the 
foldiers  ftopped  their  complaints  by  threatening  them 
-with  the  bayonet ;  and.  upon  my  going  into  the  pri- 
fon, with  Captain  Rawe,  a  Mr.  Peltier,  and  feveral 
«ther  French  officers,  bitterly  complained  to  me  of 
their  treatment,  Captain  Rawe  told  Mr.  Peltier,  that 
he  was  there  every  day,  and  was  aftonifhed  at  his 
not  having  complaint  d  before.  At  that  time  the 
prifoners  were  treated  fevertly.    on  account  of  the 
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police,  necefiary,  as  I  believe,  to  be  kept  in  the  pri- 
fon during  the  mutiny  of  she  Britifh  fleet. 

Does  Mr.  Charretie  mean,  by  being  treated  fe- 
verely,  clofely  confined? — 'No  j  but  Government 
had  information  that  the  mutineers  meant  to  put  arms" 
into  the  hands  of  the  prifoners,  to  kill  their  guards, 
and,  therefore,  they  were  more  exaft  in  their  dif- 
cipline. 

Did  you  vifit  any  other  prifon  ? — I  went  to  Ply- 
mouth in  July,  1797  ;  in  general,  the  prifoners  com- 
plained of  their  provifions  and  their  quality,  but  Cap- 
tains Schank  and  Lane  foon  redreffed  that  complaint, 
and  nothing  of  what  I  had  obferved  at  Fortchefter 
took  place ;  the  prifoners  were  quiet. 

As  they  were  quiet  in  Plymouth  prifon  did  you 
obfexve  any  particular  feverity  ?— No. 

You  attribute  then  the  feverity  at  Portchefter  to 
the  infurrecHon  ? — Yes  :  from  thence  I  went  to  Fal- 
mouth, where  I  faw  what  I  have  given  in  evidence. 

Was  the  complaint  made  againff.  the  Agent  at 
Falmouth  redrefTed  ? — Not  that  I  know  of.  From 
thence  I  went  to  Briftol,  and  found  the  fame  fpirit 
of  complaint  on  account  of  the  provifions ;  I  could 
not  find  the  Agent,  who  was  not  on-  the  fpot,  and 
one  prifoner  was  fent  to  the  black-hole,  for  having 
refufed  a  cabbage  not  cleared  of  its  ftalk  :  he  was 
fent  there  by  a  clerk,  who,  I  heard,  had  a  fhare  in 
the  contract  for  provifions.  I  complained  to  the 
Tranfport  Board  of  that  clerk,  as  being  difagree- 
able  to  the  prifoners :  this  clerk  prefided  at  the  dis- 
tribution of  all  the  provifions;  I  have  heard  no 
complaints  of  him  from  the  prifon  fince  that  time. 
Neither  before  nor  fince  have  I  vifited  any  of  the 
prifons. 
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Was  there  not  a  Select  Committee  of  prifoners  to 
infpect  the  provifions  ? — There  was,  but  I  fuppofe 
they  ivere  corrupted. 

What  was  their  number,  and  how  chofen  ?— I 
fuppofe  about  twelve,  chofen  by  them/elves ;  but  I  do 
not  fpeak.  to  the  fact,  nor  have  I  any  particular  reafon 
for  faying  that  they  are  corrupted^  than  that  it  is  the  na- 
ture of  man. 

As  Mr.  Charretie  ftated  to  the  Committee,  that  he 
did  not  confider  it  his  department  to  infpect  the  pro- 
vifions, how  came  he  to  be  fo  particular  in  report- 
ing the  badnefs  of  provifions  at  Falmouth  ?— Becaufe 
I  came  at  the  time  when  the  provifions  were  brought 
to  the  gate  ready  for  delivery,  and  the  prifoners 
would  not  receive  them. 

Was  it  butchers  meat  or  bread  ? — Bread  and 
cheefe. 

Did  you  fee  any  of  the  meat ? — No,  I  did  not. 

How  does  Mr.  Charretie  reconcile  his  not  having 
feen  meat  at  the  gate,  to  the  afiertion,  in  his  letter  ad- 
drefied  to  the  Tranfport  Board,  that  it  was  80  per 
cent,  below  its  value  '—The  meat,  as  well  as  the  beer, 
was  fhewn  me  in  the  prifon. 

Were  the  provifions  you  faw  at  the  gate  diftri- 
buted? — No,  I  objected  to  the  Contractor,  and  he 
took  back  the  provifions,  as  I  underftood,  and  flip- 
plied  others. 

When  you  complained  at  Plymouth  of  the  provi- 
fions, what  fpecies  was  it  you  objected  to,  the  beef, 
or  the  bread  ?— The  bread. 

Did  you  take  any  fteps.  to  obtain  the  quality  of  the 
provifions  you  complained  of  to  be  altered  for  the 
better  ? — Yes,  feveral  times,  I  mentioned  it  inconfef* 
ences  with  fome  of  the  Tranfport  Board. 
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Do  you  believe,  in  confequence,  that  meafures 
were  taken  by  them  to  prevent  thefe  abufes  ? — Yes, 
I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

As  you  did  not  feem  to  think  it  was  your  duty  to 
infpecl  particularly  into  the  ftate  of  the  provifions, 
how  came  it  that  you  were  fo  circumftantial  in  the 
affertion  on  the  quality  of  the  provifions  ? — I  ob- 
ferved  it  to  be  fo  from  fpecimens  that  were  brought 
to  me. 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Tranfport  Board  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
caufe  the  provifions  fupplied  to  the  prifoners  to  be 
equal  in  goodnefs  to  the  contract  prices  ? — I  have  not 
the  lead  doubt  of  it,  and  all  that  I  have  complained 
of  were  abufes  of  fome  of  the  Contractors. 

Previous  to  your  reprefentation  to  the  French  Go- 
vernment of  the  fituation  of  the  prifoners  at  Norman 
Crofs,  did  you  complain  to  the  Commifiioners  of 
the  Tranfport  Board  ?— No,  I  was  at  Bath  at  the 
time,  and  made  it  from  letters  I  received  from  pri- 
foners at  that  place,  and  intended,  when  I  came  to 
London,  to  represent  the  fame  to  the  Tranfport 
Board  in  a  conference.  Soon  after  I  had  reafon  to 
alter  my  opinion,  and  I  therefore  took  the  firft  op- 
portunity to  acquaint  the  French  Government  what 
I  learned  the  real  ftate  of  the  prifoners  to  be. 

What  was  the  interval  of  time  between  your  firft 
reprc-fentalion  and  your  informing  the  French  Go- 
vernment that  you  had  been  mifinformed  ?— I  cannot 
remember — perhaps  two  or  three  weeks. 

Don't  you  think  it  unfortuuate,  that  you  was  fo 
hafty  in  making  fuch  an  impreffion  without  taking 
v  d  3 
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fome  meafures  to  have  informed  yourfelf  of  the  real 
Hate  of  the  fact,  which  might  have  been  obtained 
from  the  Tranfport  Board  ? — /  think  it  was. 

Have  you  had  opportunities  of  knowing  what 
numbers  of  prifoners  were  in  each  prifon  at  any 
time? — Yes,  the  Tranfport  Board  furnifhed  me  with 
lifts,  whenever  I  required  it. 

Then  what  was  the  caufe  of  your  informing  the 
French  Government,  that  there  were  9,000  prifoners 
at  Norman  Crofs,  when  it  appears  their  numbers 
were  only  5,000  ?— Becaufe  the  number  of  prifoners 
increafed  frequently,  as  frefh  prifoners  were  coming 
from  Ireland. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Letter  above  alluded 
to,  to  the  Minifter  of  Marine  at  Paris. 

29th  Brumaire,  6th  Year  (or  19th  November,  1797.) 
<!  Citizen  Minister, 

"  I  make  a  feparate  anfwer  to  the  queftion,  ftated 
in  the  laft  paragraph  of  your  Letter,  No,  14,  of  the 
nth  Brumaire,  directing  me  to  continue  to  confole 
our  unfortunate  countrymen,  and  to  renew  to  them 
the  confirmation  of  your  conftant  folicitude  for  their 
fate;  informing  me,  at  the  fame  time,  that  60,000 
livres  have  been  remitted  to  me  on  account,  and  that 
a  fum  fufficient  to  defray  the  firfr.  expenses  of  cloth- 
ing, &c.  would  be  placed  at  my  difpofal. 

**  Confolation,  Citizen  Minifter,  might  be  felt  by 
the  unfortunate  prifoners,  if  their  wants  and  mifery 
had  not  reached  their  height,  and  if  afliftance  could 
reach  them  in  time  to  give  foundation  to  their  hopes : 
but,  Citizen  Minifter,  after  all  that  I  have  faid  to 
them;  after  all  that  I  have  had  the  honour  of  writ- 
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ing  to  you  concerning  that  horrible  fituation,  and 
that  in  which  I  myfelf  am  placed,  without  refources, 
at  the  mercy  of  a  crowd  of  creditors,  fcarcely  able 
to  find  the  means  of  providing  for  my  own  fubfift- 
ence,  what  would  you  have  me  fay  more,  when  I 
fee  clearly  that  you  are  deceived  with  refpect  to  the 
meafures^which  you  take  in  regard  to  them  ?  50,000 
livres  have  long  fince  been  announced  to  me  by  your 
office;  you  now  make  mention  of  60,000  livres, 
but  I  have  no  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  firft 
farthing  of  either  of  thofe  fums :  if  promifes  remain 
unexecuted,  with  refpect  to  fuch  facred  and  necef- 
fary  objects,'  in  a  fervice  which  I  can  no  longer  con- 
tinue, when  fhall  I  fee  thofe  realized  which  relate  to 
the  providing  of  funds  for  the  clothing  of  the  pri- 
foners  ? — Thofe  unfortunate  people  may  meet  with 
violent  and  painful  deaths  before  they  can  be  relieved; 
and  if,  out  of  about  9,000,  now  confined  at  Norman 
Crofs,  near  3,000  fick  for  want  of  clothing,  and  an 
increafe  of  diet,  are  already  at  the  eve  of  perifhing, 
what  will  be  the  cafe  fome  time  hence  ?  and  upon 
whom  will  the  refponfibility  fall  for  fo  many  thou- 
fand  victims?  My  correfpondence  will  juftify  me  in 
the  eyes  of  my  country. 

"  My  foul  is  fo  oppreffed  that  I  cannot  add  to  this 
melancholy  defcription  ;  torn  and  afflicted  as  your's 
muft  be  in  confidering  it,  you  will  eafily  imagine  all 
the  horrors  of  fuch  a  fituation  :  it  is  now  too  late,  and 
thofe  fuccours,  I  have  fo  long  expected,  will  never 
arrive  in  time,  even  fhould  you,  by  fetting  afide 
every  other  matter,  attend  only  to  ordering  and  re- 
mitting, without  lofing  a  day,  an  hour,  even  a  mi- 
nute, the  funds  neceffary  for  fkving  them  from  cer- 
tain death. 
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"  However  expeditious  you  may  be,  Citizen  Mi- 
nifter,  all  you  can  hope  for  is,  to  fave  the  remains, 
whom  ftrength  of  conftitiuion  may  have  kept  longer 
alive.  What  then  would  be  the  cafe  if  the  Englifh 
Government  fhould  order  the  meafure  of  driving  them 
all  into  the  horrid  abyfs  of  prifons,  and  of  reducing 
their  allowance  to  half  ratio,  to  be  put  in  execution  ? 

"  Nothing  in  the  world  can  be  more  dreadful,  no- 
thing more  ferious  for  the  government ! 

.Jean  Charrstie." 

Which  feems  to  be  very  fully  refuted  by  the 
following  Documents : 

Copy  of  an  Affidavit,  made  by  Mr.  James"  Perrot, 
Agent  for  Prifoners  of  War  at  Norman  Crofs  :— 
Peterborough,  December  15th   1797. 

Thefe  are  to  certify,  that  James  Perrot,  Agent  for 
Prifone/s  of  War  at  Norman  Crofs,  voluntarily 
maketh  oath,  That  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  the  certificate  and  affidavits  given  by  Dr. 
Higgins,  Phyfician,  Mr.  James  Magennis,  Surgeon, 
and  MefTrs.  Chatelin  and  Savary,  the  French  Affift- 
ant  Surgeons  to  the  hofpital  at  Norman  Crofs -pri- 
fons,  are  ftrictly  true,  and  correfponding  with  the  ac- 
counts daily  brought  to  him  ;  and  that  the  number 
of  patients  in  the  faid  hofpital,  on  the  19th  day  of 
November  laft,  was  194,  including  24  nurfes ; 
and  the  whole  number  of  prifoners,  including  the  fick, 
who  were  on  that  day  confined  in  the  faid  prifons, 
5,028,  and,  from  the  fir  ft:  eftablifhment,  never  ex- 
ceeded 5,178,  and  that,  to  the  prefent  date,  only  59 
have  died  in  the  faid  hofpital ;  and  further,  to  the 
belt  of  his  knowledge,  neither  contagious   or   epi- 
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demic  diforders  have  ever  prevailed  in  the  faid  hof- 
pital or  prifons. 

J.  Perrot,  Agent. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Peterborough,  this  15th 

day  of  December,  1797. 

H.  Freeman. 

Copy  of  an  Affidavit  made  by  the  Phyfician  and  Sur- 
geon at  Norman  Crofs  Prifon  : — Dated  Peterbo- 
rough, 15th  of  December,  1797. 

We,  the  underfigned,  do,  voluntarily,  certify,  upon 
oath,  That  the  number  of  fick  in  the  hofpital  under 
our  care  at  Norman  Crofs,  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber laft,  was  194,  including  24  nurfes  ;  that  the  daily 
number  from  the  7th  of  Auguft  was  always  lefs ; 
and  that  at  no  one  period,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  eftablifhment,  did  the  aftual  number  exceed  260  ; 
that  the  prifons  are  fyftematically  vifited,  and  fearched 
every  morning  by  the  furgeon,  or  his  affiftants ;  and 
that  every  prifon ^r  having  feverifh  fymptoms,  how- 
ever flight,  is  immediately  removed  to  the  hofpital. 

We  do  further  teftify,  that  there  was  no  epidemic 
difeafe  or  contagious  fever  amongft  the  prifoners. 
James  Higgins,  M.  D. 
Phyfician  to  prifoners  of  war. 
James  Magennis, 
Surgeon  to  the  prifoners  of  war  there. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Peterborough,  this  15th  day  of 
December,  1797. 

(Signed)        H.  Freeman. 

Certificate  of  the  French  Surgeons  at  Norman 
Crofs  Prifon: — Dated  15th  December,  1797. 

We,  the  underfigned  French  Surgeons,  prifoners 
of  war  at  Norman  Crofs,   do  voluntarily   certify, 
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That  the  number  of  prifoners  in  the  hofpital  at  Nor- 
man Crofs,  on  the  19th  November  laft,  was  184, 
including  24  men,  employed  as  nr.rfes;  that  this  num- 
ber has  not  been  more  confiderable  fince  the  7th  of 
Augufl,  and  that  the  prifoners  are  vifited  every 
morning  by  the  chief  furgeons,  or  their  affiftants ; 
that  whenever'the  prifoners  are  fent  to  the  hofpital 
they  are  admitted,  whether  their  diforders  are  flight 
or  violent,  and,  while  there,  that  they  are  treated  with 
humanity  and  attention,  and  provided  with  every 
thing  neceffary  for  the  re-effablifhment  of  their 
health.  We  alfo  certify,,  that  there  has  not  been 
any  epidemical  or  contagious  diftemper  amongft 
them. 

Savary,  Surgeon  of  the  Hardy. 
Chatelaine,   Surgeon  Major  of 
the  Ville  de  I'Orient. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Peterborough,  this  15th  De- 
cember, 1797. 

H.  Freemak. 

Much  time  had  been  wafted  in  thefe  difputes,  and 
no  progrefs  had  been  made  towards  the  liberation  of 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  ;  and,  as  there  was  no  hope  of  the 
Directory  being  difpofed  to  encreafe  the  comforts  of 
the  Englifh  prifoners,  the  Britifh  Government  pro- 
pofed  that  each  country  fliould  take  upon  itfelf  the 
charge  of  maintaining  and  clothing  its  own  pri- 
foners, at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that,  unlefs  their 
Agent  were  allowed  to  vifit  his  countrymen,  that  pri- 
vilege fliould  be  taken  away  from  the  French  Agents 
in  England,  and  the  Directory,  in  confequence,  raffed 
the  following  Decree, 
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Equality  !  Liberty! 

Extrafl  from  the  Regiflers  of  the  Deliberations  of  the 

Executive   Directory :— Paris,  the   19th  Frimaire, 

6th  year  of  the  Republic. 

The  Executive  Directo  y,  on  the  Report  which 
has  been  made  to  them  by  the  Minifter  of  Marine 
and  Colonies,  reporting  the  difpofition  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  Government  relatively  to  a  projet  of  a  general 
cartel  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners  of  war  :— 
Decree  : 

Article  I.  That  Captain  James  Cotes,  to  whom 
a  pafTport  has  been  difpatchcd,  allowing  him  to 
come  to  France  in  the  character  of  Agent  for  the 
Englifh  prifoners  of  war,  (hall  receive,  on  his  arrival, 
the  fame  accommodations  and  facilities,  which  the 
French  CommiiTary  fhall  enjoy  in  London,  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  duties. 

Article  IE  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  this 
Agent,  the  Commiffioners  for  Exchanges  fhall  treat 
with  him  on  the  fubject  of  a  general  cartel,  con- 
formably to  the  bafis  of  the  preliminary  convention, 
dated  the  29th  Pluviofe,  5th  year  (1  7th  February  1797) 
fettled  between  the  refpe&ive  Commiffaries  of  both 
nations. 

Article  III.  Agreeably  to  the  propofition  made 
by  the  Britifh  Government,  That  the  refpeclive  Agents 
fhall  be  charged  with  all  the  expenfes  relating  to  the 
prifoners  of  war  of  both  nations,  the  Minifter  of  Ma- 
rine and  Colonies  is  authorized  to  iffue  orders  to 
the  Agents  of  the  French  Republic  at  London,  for 
furnifhing  clothing,  as  well  as  victualling  and  me- 
dicines, for  the  French  prifoners  of  war  in  England. 
Article  IV.     At  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh.  Agent, 
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it  fhall  be  notified  to  him,  that  the  fame  regulation 
(hall  be  followed  with  regard  to  all  the  prifoners  of 
war  of  bis  nation,  the  maintenance  of  whom  fhall 
be  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Britifh  Government,  and 
this  expenfe  to  be  computed  from  the  day  that  the 
Agent  of  the  Republic  fhall  take  upon  him  the  ex- 
penfe of  the  like  fervice  in  England. 

The  Minifter  of  Marine  and  Colonies  is  charged 
v.  ith  the  execution  of  the  prefent  Decree,  which  fhall 
not  be  printed.   To  be  carried  into  immediate  effect. 

(Signed)  P.  Bar r as. 

Prefident  of  the  Executive  Directory, 
By  order  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
A  true  copy,         (Signed)  La  Garde. 

(Signed)     PlevilleLa  Pellt. 
A  true  copy,         (Signed)         Jn.  Charetie. 

Notwithftanding  the  folemn  formality  of  this  De- 
cree, the  Directory  did  not  confider  itfelf  pledged 
to  fulfil  its  conditions :  the  Englifh  Agent  could  not 
obtain  a  paflport  to  vifit  the  prifons ;  and  it  was  foon 
found  that  the  Englifh  prifoners  could  beftarved  at  a 
lefs  expenfe  than  the  French  prifoners  could  be  kept; 
fo  that  the  French  Government  reverfed  this  decree, 
and  refolved  that  each  power  fhould  maintain  the 
prifoners  it  held  in  cufiody.  In  this  evafive  manner 
did  the  Directory  fport  with  the  feelings  of  the  un- 
fortunate victims  of  the  war,  whilft  its  decrees  were 
full  of  pretenfions  to  humanity  !  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  but,  at  this  day,  the  public  opinion  will 
be  in  exact  unifon  with  that  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  who,  having  gone  through  the  different 
heads  of  their  Inquiry, 

Refolved.-—  I.  That_the  charge  of  cruelty  towards 
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French  prifoners  of  war,  which  has  been  brought 
againft  this  country,  is  utterly  void  of  foundation ; 
and  appears  to  have  been  fabricated,  and  induftri- 
oufly  fupporled  by  the  enemy,  for  the  double  pur- 
pofe,  of  juftifying  their  own  ill  treatment  of  Britifli 
prifoners,  and  of  irritating  the  minds  of  their  coun- 
trymen againft  this  nation. 

II.  That  the  Britifli  prifoners  of  war  confined  in 
France,  have  been  treated  with  a  degree  of  rigour 
and  inhumanity  unwarranted  by  the  ufages  of  war 
among  civilized  nations. 

III.  That  the  Britifli  Government  has  always  mani- 
feftedadefire  of  entering  upon  a  cartel  of  exchange  on 
themoft  fair  and  liberal  terms ;  that  it  has  even  offered 
to  accede  to  any  which  could  be  adopted,  confiftently 
with  what  is  due  to  individuals  and  to  the  nation;  and 
that  the  obftacles  to  a  negotiation  have  arifen  from  the 
extravagant  and  unprecedented  demands  of  France ; 
and  from  the  refufal,  on  our  parr,  to  abandon  the 
cuftomary  and  acknowledged  principle  of  the  law  of 
nations,  which  has  been  grofsly  violated  in  the  perfon 
of  Sir  Sidney  Smith. 

Thofe  who  entertain  any  doubt  upon  this  fubjec>, 
will  do  well  toconfult  the  Report  at  large,  which  enters 
into  a  general  detail :  but  it  may  not  be  too  much  to 
obferve  in  this  place,  that  the  Dire&ory  knew,  when 
it  preffed  the  propofal  for  a  general  exchange  of  pri- 
foners, that  it  threw  an  obftacle  in  the  way,  whicn 
exonerated  the  Englifh  Government  from  all  blame, 
on  account  of  the  cartel  being  delayed ;  it  was  in- 
filled upon  that  the  Britifli  ftiould  give  up  all  claim 
to  the  number  of  prifoners  that  they  had  a  right  ta 
demand  in  exchange  for  Frenchmen  liberated  on  p»« 

VOL.  II.— NO.  XXII.  £C 
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role,  amounting  to  7,019,  and  alfo  give  up  4,00* 
more,  above  what  they  expected  to  receive  any  ex- 
change for,  before  they  mould  have  a  right  to  ex- 
change Sir  Sidney  Smith  for  an  officer  of  equal  rank. 
The  art  of  driving  thefe  Jew  bargains  was  what 
that  pedling  government  called  diplomatic  (kill,  and, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  it  may  be  fome  time  before  the 
world  will  be  guided  by  that  pure  virtue,  which  will 
be  fufficient  to  defpife  and  reject  the  advantages 
gained  by  fuch  fuccefsful  cunning  :  it  will  be  fome- 
wllat  anticipating,  but  it  will  certainly  pleafe  many 
readers,  to  tell  them,  that  it  was  unfuccefsful  in  this 
cafe  ;  for  fome  Englifh  refidents  in  Holland  contrived 
*o  find  out  the  price  of  a  perfon  near  to  Sir  Sidney 
(for  in  France,  if  it  is  true  any  where,  "  every  man 
has  his  price")  and,  by  means  of  a  fufficient  fupply  of 
3tioney,  thefe  Dutchified  Englijh  outwitted  the  Mofaic 
Direftory,  and  enabled  both  Sir  Sidney,and  his  guard, 
»  efcape  from  the  danger  of  his  purfuers. 


Iff 
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CHAPTER    XXIL 

tnvafion  of  Sivitzetland  by  the  French.— Conjectures  of 
the  Engiyii  Government  relative  to  the  Inxafon  of  Ireland. 
"—Arrefls  on  the  CoaJi—-at  Manchefler — in  London. 

77  HILST  the  Directory  carried  on  this  vexatious 
conteft  with  the  Englifh  Government,  it  entered 
upon  one,  equally  unjuft,  on  the  continent.  The  de- 
fign  of  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  all  other  govern- 
ments, had  been  evinced  by  the  Directory,  as  ftrongly 
as  by  Buonaparte,  in  the  cafe  of  St.  Marino  ;  but  the 
Government  of  Switzerland  had,  hitherto,  rejected  any 
kind  of  affiftarice,  and  fhirdily  refolved  to  remain  in- 
dependent, as  well  of  friends  as  of  foes.  The  fn-b- 
jugation  of  that  country  had  been  long  premedi- 
tated by  the  Executive  Directory,  and  the  period  of 
ks  accomplimment  was  only  protracted  by.  the  in^ 
fluence  of  Carnot  and  Barthelemy,  which  was  a  prin- 
cipal reafon  why  thofe  members  were  marked  out 
for  banifhment.  To  fubvert  the  government  of 
Switzerland,  was  a  direft  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
1792  ;  but  an  infurreclion  in  the  Pays-de-Vaud,  was 
raifed,  by  French  principles  and  French  bribery,  to 
jultify  entering  the  country  with  an  armed  force, 
under  pretence  of  aiding  the  people  to  obtain  their 
freedom,  and  Jwrify  their  government.  General 
Schauenburg,  at  the  head  of  15,000  men,  was  com- 
manded to  march  towards  that  country,  with  a  view 
to  fupport  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  in  the  Pays- 
de-Vaud  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  A  procla- 
mation was  iflued  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  Berne, 
requeuing  the  people  of  the  Pays-de-Vaud  to  affem- 
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ble,  in  arms,  to  repeat  afrefli  their  oath  of  allegiance* 
to  accomplifh,  without  lofs  of  time,  a  radical  reform 
of  the  government,  and  not  only  to  contend  for  their 
ancient  rights,  but  labour  for  their  re-eftablifhment  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  power.  As  the  claims  of  the  in- 
furgents  were  not  promptly  attended  to,  a  ferious  in- 
furreclion  was  the  immediate  confequence.  The  in- 
furgents  got  poflefiion  of  the  fort  of  Chillon,  and 
difhirbances,  equally  ferious,  appeared  in  the  Southern 
diftricb :  it  now  feemed  neceflary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Berne,  to  bring  the  infurgents  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  duty  by  force  of  arms,  for  which  purpofe  Ge- 
neral Weifs  was  fent  againft  them,  at  the  head  of 
20,oco  men.  Whether  the  tardy  movements  of 
this  general  relulted  from  defign  or  not,  we  pre- 
tend not  to  determine,  yet,  certain  it  is,  that  they 
ferved  to  confirm  the  difaffected  in  their  resolutions 
of  perfeverance  ;  and  the  arrival  of  the  French  ge- 
neral, at  this  critical  juncture,  decided  the  fate  of  the 
country.  The  French  General  had  no  fooner  patted 
the  boundaries,  than  he  fent  an  officer  to  the  Swifs 
commanders,  accompanied  by  two  huflars,  to  Yver- 
dun,  but,  on  his  return,  one  of  the  huflars  was 
killed  at  Thiriens.  While  we  are  incapable  of  de- 
termining who  were  the  aggreffbr9,  it  is  certain, 
that  Schauenburg  confidered  this  as  tantamount  to  a 
declaration  of  war,  and,  accordingly,  his  troops  im- 
mediately marched  forward,  while  thofe  of  General 
Weifs  commenced  a  retreat,  which  placed  the  whole 
Pays;de-Vaud  in  the  hands  of  the  French  during 
the  month  of  February.  Still,  however,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Berne  entertained  fome  hopes  of  averting 
the  impending  deftru&ion  ;  and,  in  order  to  accom- 
plish this  important  object,  they   delivered   up  the 
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centinels,  by  whom  the  huflar  had  been  killed,  and 
entered  into  frefli  negociations.  But  it  now  appeared 
impoffible  to  prevent  a  war  with  France,  although  the 
Government  did  every  thing  in  its  power  to  roufe  the 
people  to  contribute  their  affiftance :  it  was  enacted 
that  fifty-two  deputies  fhould  be  added  to  the  coun- 
cil, and  thefe  fele&ed  from  the  chief  towns  and  com- 
munes, who  propofed  a  radical  reform  of  abufes  in 
the  exifting  government ;  which  laudable  example 
was  imitated  by  Fribourg,  Lucerne,  Soleure,  Zurich, 
and  Schauffhaufen.  In  this  delicate  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, they  continued  to  negociate  with  the  Executive 
Directory  of  France,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  continued 
a  force  of  20,000  men,  under  the  command  of  a 
General  d'Erlach,  the  reft  of  the  cantons  of  Swit- 
zerland contributing  to  the  general  defence ;  and 
furnifhing  about  5,500  men.  An  armiftice  was  con- 
cluded with  Schauenfeerg  in  the  Pays-de-Vaud,  when 
General  Brune  advanced  to  his  affiftance,  and  freflx 
troops  from  France  entered  Switzerland.  The  truce 
was  to  have  expired  on  the  1  ft  of  March,  but  Ge- 
neral d'Erlach  demanded,  in  a  peremptory  manner, 
that  his  troops  fhould  be  put  in  motion  on  the  26th 
of  February,  being  extremely  apprehenfive  that 
their  ardour  would  cool.  This  order  was  inftantly 
complied  with  by  a  decree  of  the  Council,  and  the 
different  pofts  were  informed  that  hoftilities  would  •■ 
commence  on  the  ift  of  March. 

M.  Mallet  dn  Pan  informs  us,  that  General  Brune 
agreed  to  protract  the  armiftice,  or  truce,  for  the 
fpace  of  30  hours ;  and  that  on  the  2d  of  March,  the 
caftle  of  Dornach,  fituated  on  the  Northern  extre- 
mity of  the  Canton  of  Soleure,  four  miles;  and  a  half 
*  e  3 


322  THE     LIFE    OF 

South  of  Bafle,  was  attacked  and  carried  by  the  Re- 
publicans, when  13,000  men  proceeded  to  the  very 
walls  of  that  town,  which,  at  the  firft  fummons,  fur- 
rendered  to  General  Schauenburg.  The  fate  of 
Fribourg  foon  followed,  fubmitting  to  the  authority 
of  General  Brune,  when  the  army  of  Switzerland 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  retreating.  The  rapid  ad- 
vances of  the  French  army  were  powerfully  feconded 
by  a  fpirit  of  difaffeclion  too  apparent  in  the  army 
of  General  d'Erlach,  and  a  proclamation  was  made 
by  the  Council  of  Berne,  that  the  levy  of  the  Land/- 
thurm  (rifing  in  a  roafs)  was  ready  for  action ;  but  it 
was  a  meafure  which,  in  Switzerland,  was  productive 
of  pernicious  effects.  When  pofTeffed  of  arms  the 
people  foon  effected  the  diffblution  of  their  own  Go- 
vernment, eftablifhed  z/tro  tempore  regency,  fignified 
their  proceedings  to  General  Brune,  and  ordered  the 
army  to  be  difmifTed,  on  condition  that  the  French 
troops  would  not  advance  beyond  their  prefent  po- 
rtions. Thefe  conceffions,  however,  did  not  meet 
the  views  of  the  Republican  commander ;  for  he  de- 
manded that  the  town  fhould  be  garrifoned  by  the 
foldiers  of  France.  An  alarming  mutiny  broke  out 
in  the  army  of  Switzerland,  the  left  wing  of  which 
put  to  death  a  number  of  their  officers,  who  were  un- 
friendly to  their  views:  it  appears,  from  authentic 
documents,  that  no  fewer  than  11,500  men  had 
abandoned  this  army.  About  8.000  of  the  regular 
troops  were  ftationed  at  Neweneg,  while  6,400  main- 
tained their  ftation  at  Frauenbron,  to  carry  which, 
General  Schauenburg  marched  from  Soleure  with 
18,000  men.  Both  thefe  pofts  were  attacked  by  the 
French  on  the  5th  of  March,  in  the  morning,  when 
the  glorious  refiftance  of  the  Swifs  troops,  ftationed 
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at  Neweneg,  feemed  to  portend  a  future  victory  ;  but 
thofe  who  were  ported  at  Franenbron,  were  under 
►the  neceflity  of  retreating.  General  d'Erlach  fuc- 
ceeded  in  rallying  his  troops  at  Uteren,  four  miles 
and  a  half  South  of  Franenbron,  when  a  fecond  ac- 
tion took  place,  but  it  likewife  terminated  in  favour 
of  the  Republicans.  The  Swifs  again  attempted  to 
face  the  enemy  at  Grauholtz,  about  five  miles  North- 
eaft  of  Berne,  but  were  driven  back  to  the  very  gates 
of  the  metropolis,  and,  after  a  fanguinary  conflict, 
were  totally  defeated.  In  this  engagement  the  Swifs 
are  computed  to  have  loft  2,000  men  killed  and 
wounded,  and  the  French  notlefs  than  1,800. 

The  city  of  Berne  capitulated  to  General  Brune, 
and  he  entered,  it  in  triumph,  on  the  evening  of  the 
5th.  The  Swifs  troops  at  Neweneg  and  Guminen, 
were  forced  to  retreat ;  the  foldiers,  at  the  laft  of  which 
places,  put  their  officers,  to  death,  in  a  fit  of  defpair, 
and  the  unfortunate  General  d'Erlach,  was  murdered 
by  his  own  foldiers,  in  attempting  to  efcape  from  the 
field  of  battle.  The  conqueft  of  Berne  was  the  pre- 
lude to  the  furrender  of  almoft  the  whole  of  Swit- 
zerland, though  many  parts  of  that  free  country  ap- 
peared determined  to  refift  the  invaders  to  the  laft 
extremity:  they  defeated  General  Schauenburg with 
the  prodigious  lofs  of  3,000  men,  after  he  had  given 
his  aflent  to  a  treaty,  obliging  himfelf  not  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  the  fmaller  cantons.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  independent  fpirit  of  a  few  towns 
could  long  refift  the  power  of  large  and  victorious 
armies.  The  French  generals  proclaimed  a  new 
form  of  government,  fuited  to  their  own  tafte  ;  and, 
by  means  of  laying  heavy  contributions,  and  quartering 
troops  upon  the  inhabitants,  goaded  them  into  fub- 
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rniffion  to  the  new  fyftem,  which  wai  fly  led  "  The 
Helvetic  Republic." 

Poflefled  as  the  French  Government  now  was  of  a 
prodigious  army,  at  perfect  leifure,  it  found  little 
difficulty  in  giving  a  very  ftrong  appearance  of  fin* 
cerity  to  its  threats  of  invading  the  Britifti  domi- 
nions; y^t  it  feemed  anxious  to  diftract  the  councils 
of  its  enemy  as  to  its  ultimate  defigns.  Buonaparte, 
who  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  that  immenfe 
body  of  forces,  called  "  The  Army  of  England,"  wa$ 
fent  to  Radftadt,  as  the  French  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Congrefs,  which  feemed  to  place  the  object  of  the 
expedition,  whatever  it  might  be,  at  a  great  diftance 
of  time:  the  Englifli  Government,  however,  who 
never  took  much  pains  to  be  very  correct  in  its  in- 
formation, thought  it  made  a  very  fhrewd  difcovery, 
when  it  traced  its  deftination  to  Ireland  ;  and  feveral 
circumftances  occurred  to  ftrengthen  the  opinion. 
Buonaparte  only  continued  at  Radftadt  juft  long 
enough  to  find  fault  with  fome  of  the  members,  and 
fome  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Paris ;  this  was  a  proof  that  he  was  ready  to  go 
to  Ireland,  efpecially  as  about  the  fame  time  time 
feveral  perfons,  connected  with  the  difaffected  fociety 
of  United  Iriflimen,  were  detected  in  driving  a  cart 
along  the  fea-beach,  upon  the  coaft  of  Kent,  with  a 
deftgn  to  engage  the  firft  boat  they  could  hire  to  take 
them  over  to  France,  in  order  to  prcfent  a  Paper  to 
the  Directory,  inviting  it  to  fend  an  army  over  to 
help  a  club  of  fpouters  in  London  to  overturn  the 
Government ! 

But  if  the  Englifli  Government  augured  too  much 
in  inferring  the  deftination  of  Buonaparte's  expedi- 
tion, it  was  not  incorrect  in  its  opinion,  that  Ireland 
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was  in  extreme  danger :  its  own  barbarous  conduct 
Coming  in  collifion  with  the  barbarous  manners  and 
fuperftition  of  the  people,  had  created  fuch  an  in- 
extinguifhable  hatred  between  the  partifans  of  the 
Government,  and  the  United  Irifhmen,  that  could 
only  be  lubdued  in  a  torrent  of  bloodfiied. 

The  United  Iiifh  became  fo  impatient,  in  Dublin, 
to  put  their  plans  in  execution,  that  fome  of  their 
mod  furious  leaders  recommended  an  inftant  rifing. 
The  fituation  of  the  Irifti  Government  became  every 
day  more  critical,  as  they  could  neither  be  certain 
where  the  blow  was  to  be  aimed,  nor  what  means 
fhould  be  employed  in  order  to  render  it  ineffectual : 
but  the  myfterious  dcfigns  and  extended  views  of 
their  leaders,  were  gradually  unfolded  by  the  feizure 
of  papers,  and  by  iecret  information,  and  defenfive 
meafures  were,  accordingly,  adopted.  At  Belfaft,  in 
the  houfe  of  one  Alexander,  Colonel  Barb  found  two 
different  Committees,  and  furprifed  them,  while  ac- 
tually fitting.  The  minutes  and  papers  were  feized, 
among  which  they  found  the  printed  Declaration  and 
Constitution  of  the  United  Irifhmen,  and  many  others 
of  a  fimilar  tendency,  which  gave  the  fulleft  infor- 
mation refpedling  their  defigns.  The  magiftrates  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  difcovered  more  pa- 
pers, of  equal  importance,  which  more  fully  explained 
their  intentions,  and  corroborated  every  previous  dif* 
covery.  The  papers  thus  found  were  fubmitted  to 
the  Secret  Committees  of  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  each  houfe  drew  up  a  report,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  evidence  they  contained.  The  military 
force  was,  in  confequence,  augmented,  the  Infur- 
reftion  Ae~t,  in  different  places,  was  enforced  ;  fome 
divifions  of  the  country  were  declared  out  of  the 
King's  peace,  and  vaft  quantities  of  concealed  arm* 
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were  feized  on.     The  agents  of  Government  did  not 
execute  this  bufinefs  with  much  refpedt  to  juftice  or 
humanity,   but  were,  in  many  inftances,  wantonly 
cruel.     Perfons  were  flogged  feverely,  in  order  to 
extort  a  confeffion  from  them  of  what  they  knew 
about  the  confpiracy.    The  Englifh,  Who  profefs  to 
be  fo  zealous  in  defending  the  conftitution  of  their 
progenitors,  ought  not  to  have  been  the  firft  to  vin- 
dicate a  violation  of  it  by  their  own  favage  conduct ; 
for,  to  punifh  men  without  trying  them,  let  their 
crimes  be  ever  fo  fhocking,  is  a  difgrace  to  defpo- 
tifm    itfelf:   yet   it  would  be  uncandid    to   charge 
on  Government  the  dreadful  cruelties  committed  by 
\hc  foldiers,  as  they  frequently,  exceeded   their  au- 
thority in  the  exercife  of  their  blind,  infuriated  zeal. 
The  United  Irifhmen,  conceiving  themfelves  driven. 
to  the  neceflity  of  defperately  defending  what  they 
conceived  to  be  their  rights,  and  actually  mailers  of 
different  parts  of  Leinfter  and  Munfter,  Earl  Motraj 
wifhed  to  adopt  the  humane  method  of  lenity  ajid 
conciliation,  to  bring  them  back  to  fubmiflion  and 
obedience,  for  which  purpofe  he  made  a  motion  to 
that  effect  in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers,  preceded  by 
the  following  obfervations.    "  That  many  individuals 
had  been  torn  from  their  families,  and  locked  up,  for 
•months,  in  the  clofeft  confinement,  without  hearing 
by  whom  they  were  accufed,  with  what  crime  they 
were  charged,  or  to  what  means  they  might  recur  to 
prove  their  innocence  ;  that  great  numbers  of  houfes 
had  been  burned,  with  the  whole  property  of  the 
wretched   owners,  upon  the   loofeft  fuppofition  of 
even  petty  tranfgreflion ;  that  torture,   (by  which  he 
meant  picquetting  and  half-hanging,)  had  been  ufed, 
in  more  inftances  than  one,  iu  order  to  extort  from 
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the  fufFerer  a  charge  againft  his  neighbours."  As  hi's 
Lordfliip  declared  that  he  could  fubflantiate  theft 
fafts,  and  defigned  to  move  for  the  examination  of 
deponents  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  it  was,  unquef- 
tionably,  the  duty  of  Government,  to  inflift  the  moil 
exemplary  punifliment  on  fuch  hardened  villains; 
but  this,  it  is  believed,  was  never  done. 

Lord  Glentworth  differed  entirely  from  the  Earl  of 
Moira,  declaring  that  his  Lordfliip  had  put  the  caufe 
for  the  effedL,  fince  the  evils,  he  lamented,  were  the  re- 
fultof  popular  difaffe&ion  and  rebellion;  and,  if  any 
blame  in  this  matter  could  attach  to  Government,  Lord 
Glentworth  faid,  it  was  for  not  refilling  the  alarm- 
ing operations  of  the  rebels  long  before  it  did.  He 
maintained,  that  the  outrages  of  the  foldiery,  fo  fre- 
quently infilled  on,  were  never  fanftioned  by  au- 
thority of  the  legiflature :  if  fo,  it  is  a  remarkable 
circumftance  why  the  mod  atrocious  and  criminal 
of  them  were  not  puniflied.  On  the  fame  day  that 
Lord  Moira  made  his  motion,  the  Committees  of 
United  Men  patted  a  declaration,  "  That  they  would 
pay  no  attention  whatever  to  any  attempt  that  might 
be  made  by  either  houfe  of  parliament,  to  divert 
the  public  mind  from  the  grand  object  they  had  in 
view,  as  nothing  fliould  fatisfy  them  but  a  com- 
plete feparation  of  their  country  from  England." 

Whatever  credit  may  be  due  to  Lord  Glentworth 
for  his  charge  againft  Minifters  with  refpeft  to  Ireland, 
they  were  determined  that  no  cenfure  fliould  be  im- 
puted to  them  on  account  of  tardinefs  in  England.  The 
only  rebellions  of  which  the  people  here  were  guilty, 
were,  thofe  of  expofing  to  ridicule  and  difgrace  the 
puerile  and  ineffectual  efforts  by  which  thofe  inca- 
pable men  attempted  to  accomplifti  their  objects, 
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whilft  they  corruptly  fquandered  the  revenues  of  the 
country  upon  their  own  minions  and  flatterers ;  and, 
as  they  could  not  drive  the  people  to  be  guilty  of 
real  treafons,  they  falfely  accufed  them  of  conftruc- 
tive  treafons,  and,  by  circulating  unfounded  rumours 
and  alarms,  conjured  up  pretences  for  arrefting  and 
imprifoning  a  great  number  of  innocent  men. 

It  has  been  ftated  that  fome  perfons  were  arrefted  on 
the  coaft  of  Kent,  going,  or  defirous  of  going,  to 
France.  Of  thefe  five  perfons,  the  greateft  number 
were  the  moft  vain  and  giddy-minded  that  could 
have  been  chofen  to  tranfacl  any  human  concern  : 
it  was  vanity  alone  which  led  them  to  chufe  Whitf- 
table  as  the  beft  road  of  going  to  France,  for  they 
might  have  got  room  enough  in  any  of  the  vef- 
fels  that, take  paflengers  to  the  continent  under  neu- 
tral colours,  only,  that  they  fancied  themfelves  to  be 
fuch  great  men,  that  they  could  not  follow  the  ufual 
track  without  being  watched.  The  fame  frivolity 
of  mind,  induced  one  of  them,  O'Coigly,  to  af-  "■.. 
fume  the  air  of  a  man  of  bufinefs,  among  the  pea- 
fants  on  the  coaft  of  Kent :  he  atfefted  to  have  for- 
gotten to  put  fome  letters,  of  the  very  firft  impor-  'k, 
ance,  into  the  poft,  and  fent  off  to  the  next  poft  two  %& 
letters,  one,  directed  to  Manchefter,  and  one  to 
Amfterdam.  A  letter  to  a  country  poft-office,  di-  -" 
reeled  to  Amfterdam,  by  ftrangers  wandering  upon 
the  coaft,  was  an  occurrence  far  from  beneath  the 
notice  of  the  circles  of  intelligence  in  an  ifolated 
village.  In  fine,  this  circumftance,  which  our 
wifeacres  intended  to  fliew  the  people  that  they 
had  fomething  to  do,  firft  put  them  upon  en- 
quiring what  that  fomething  could  be ;  and  the  very 
found  of  Amfterdam  (not  becaufe  it  was  an  enemy'i 
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country,  but  becaufe  it  was  a  gin  country)  put  it  nto 
the  head  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cuftom«,  that  there 
^was  fomething  in  this  expedition  that  led  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  fortune,  and  the  imprelfion  was  fo 
ftrong,  that  he  tranfmitted  the  letters  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  by  whom  care  was  taken  to  efcort  our 
travellers  to  London,  inftead  of  to  Paris. 

Of  the  letter  to  Manchefter  the  Government  made 
a  different  ufe :  it  was  addreffed  to  a  manufacturer 
of  Manchefter,  who  had  fhewn  fome  kindneffes  to 
O'Coigly,  in  confequence  of  a  letter  of  recommend- 
ation, which  he  had  prefented,  on  his  arrival  from 
Dundalk,  where  he  was  an  officiating  prieft ;  and,  as 
the  Government  thought  that  one  man  could  hardly 
be  a  traitor,  without  all  his  connexions  being  traitors, 
it  was  refolved  tofet  a  watch  upon  the  Manufacturer, 
and  the  perfons  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habits  of 
converfing,  to  try  if  fome  circumftances  could  not 
be  difcovered  relative  to  them,  that  would  afford  a 
more  juflifiable  pretext  for  arrefting  them  as  traitors. 
One  of  the  Manchefter  magiftrates  felecled  a  low 
puffer  to  an  auctioneer,  to  a£t  as  a  ipy  upon  the  oc- 
casion, an  office  for  which  he  was  qualified,  by  hav- 
ing acled  as  a  fort  of  valet  du  place  to  O'Coigly  at 
Manchefter  :  this  man  fhortly  collected  a  few  of  the 
moft  uninformed  perfons  in  the  town,  chiefly  Iriih, 
and  perfuaded  them  to  get  the  oath  printed,  which 
the  United  Men  in  Ireland  ufed  to  adminifter  to  each 
other.  The  number  of  thofe  deluded  people  did  not 
exceed  ten,  and  even  thefe  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  arm  themfelves  from  the  barracks,  as  was 
propofed  to  them  by  a  foldier,  introduced  to  them  by 
the  fame  agent  of  the  magiftrate.    The  Manufac- 

vol.  n.— NO.  XXII.  Ff 
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turer  above  alluded  to,  a  tailor,  who  was  fuppofed 
capable  of  fwearing  to  O'Coigly's  coat,  and  the 
primer,  who  had  printed  the  Iriih  oath,  were  all  ar- 
retted, becaufe  it  was  expedient.  To  give  eclat  to 
this  proceeding,  and  to  operate  upon  the  credulity 
of  the  Englilh  people,  the  perfons  thus  marked  out 
as  the  viclims  of  a  miltaken  policy  were  put  in 
irons,  and  paraded  to  London,  amidft  convoys  of 
loyal  volunteers,  who  were  called  out,  at  every 
ftage  between  Manchefter  and  London,  to  take 
their  {hare  in  the  efcort. 

The  people  of  England,  who  delight  to  talk  of 
the  depravity  of  other  nations,  and  the  unjuftnefs  of 
other  governments,  will  hardly  like  to  have  their 
own  conducT,  in  this  affair,  brought  to  their  recol- 
lection. -Government  cond ucl eri  itfelf,  with  regard 
to  thofe  individuals,  as  myfierioufly  as  the  moft  def- 
potic  power,  either  ancient  or  modern,  could  have 
done.  No  one  ever  htard  what  they  were  charged 
with,  yet  they  were  immured  in  a  place,  which, 
however  it  may  differ  from  what  was  called  the 
Baftile  in  France,  was  ufed  by  the  Englifh  Go- 
vernment exactly  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  ex- 
actly in  the  fame  way,  as  the  old  French  defpotifm 
had  ufed  their  Baftile.  Here  thefe  poor  men  were 
locked  up,  in  feparate  cells,  fix  feet  wide  and  nine 
feet  deep,  without  being  allowed  the  common  indig- 
encies of  a  prifon  ;  and  prevented  from  having  any 
communication  whatever  with  their  families,  or 
any  other  perfon.  This  pitiful  policy  was  reforted 
to  by  the  adminiftration  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing 
an  artificial  alarm,  by  which  they  might  be  the 
better  enabled  to  graip  that  unlimited  power,  which 
was  the  conftant  end  and  aim  of  the  minifters.    In 
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thefe  treacherous  views  they  were  aided  by  the 
London  newfpapers,  the  editors  of  which,  with 
that  confeiencious  regard  to  truth,  which  marks 
all  their  loyal  effufions,  entered  into  all  the  nii- 
miticE  of  a  vaft  and  complicated  plot,  which,  they 
allured  the  public  would,  have  broken  cut  within 
a  few  hours,  had  not  the  timely  interference  of 
their  all-wife  Government  prevented  it.  Thefe  ge- 
neral declarations  were,  indeed,  foon  obfeured  by 
the  fuperior  light  of  The  Times !  for  that  journal 
told  the  public,  that  Manchester  was  only  the  cen- 
tre of  the  conspiracy,  and  that  it  was  connected 
with  all  the  principal  towns.  An  agreement,  it 
was  faid,  had  been  entered  into  by  the  confpi- 
rators  of  Manchefter  and  London,  to  fet  fire  to 
the  metropolis  in  different  places,  and  reduce  it 
to  ruins  in  a  few  hours.  Plans  were  difcovered 
for  cutting  off  the  water-works,  and  weapons  were 
found  on  the  margin  of  the  Thames  :  in  fact,  it 
would  be  endlefs  to  relate  the  falfehoods,  contrived 
by  the  London  newfpapers,  to  procure  the  unjuft  im- 
prifonment  of  their  fellow-countrymen ;  and  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  animadvert  with  Sufficient  Se- 
verity upon  the  depravity  of  a  public,  who  could 
give  credit  to  fuch  fabrications,  without  evidence ; 
yet,  fuch  was  the  effect  of  thofe  alarming  fables, 
that  the  miniftry  were  enabled  to  enter  the  houfe 
of  every  man  who  denounced  their  corrupt  Go- 
vernment, and  lock  him  up  quiet  in  a  cell,  upon 
a  falfe  charge  of  high  treafon. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  the  Englifh  mi- 
nifters,  and  the  Englifh  newfpapers,  began  to  make 
Buonaparte  personally  of  confequence,  by  opening 
upon    him  their  batteries   of  perfonal  abule  j  and 
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it  may  be  of  fome  ufe  to  the  Englifh  people  to 
recoiled,  that  the  fame  Pittites,  and  the  fame  prefs, 
which  opened  the  volume  of  abufe  againft  the  Ge- 
neral, contrived  alfo  calumnies  enough,  to  juftify 
the  arreft  of  forty  or  fifty  innocent  men,  for  the 
gratification  of  mere  private  revenge.  The  pretence 
offered  by  the  minifters  for  arrefting  fo  many 
of  the  feeble  inhabitants  of  London  was,  that  they 
met  fecretly  to  learn  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  were  in 
poffeflion  of  dangerous  weapons,  for  the  purpofe 
of  aiding  the  enemy,  in  cafe  he  fhould  attempt  to 
invade  the  kingdom.  Upon  this  charge,  of  which 
there  was  not  the  flighted  evidence,  unlefs  it  were 
againft  a  few  perfons  whom  the  Government  im- 
mediately difcharged,  did  the  pious,  the  humane, 
the  honourable  men,  who  compofe  the  Britifli  Le- 
giflature,  fufpend  the  only  law  which  gives  Eng- 
land any  advantage  over  the  moft  defpotic  coun- 
try, and  confign  a  great  number  of  innocent  men 
to  the  tortures  of  a  fecret  prifon. 

Of  the  perfons  thus  arretted  upon  the  charge 
of  co-operating  and  correfponding  with  the  enemy, 
fome  were  known  to.  be  decidedly  averfe  to  the  French 
Government,  and  to  the  whole  of  its  meafures; 
and  many  of  them  were  charged  with  no  offence 
whatever,  but  having  attempted  to  vifit  their  friends, 
thus  fufpected  of  being  traitors;  but  the  fufpenfioa 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  left  the  miniftry  at  full  li- 
berty to  indulge  their  animofities ;  and,  if  they 
made  fo  equitable  a  ufe  of  their  power  in  England, 
pofterity  will  determine  how  far  they  were  likely 
to  be  guided  by  an  overftrained  moderation  in 
Ireland. 
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CHAPTER    XXIII. 

Organization  of  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland.— Detec7ed 
by  Government,  and  Fourteen  of  the  Irifli  Union  feized, 
luitk  their  Papers.-— Arrejl  of  Three  of  the  Irijh  Direc- 
tory.— Attempt  to  arreft  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald. — 
He  kills  one  of  the  Officers,  and  dies  of  his  oivn  Wounds.-— 
The  Standard  of  Infurreclion  hoifled.—Naas  attacked  by 
the  United  Irijk. — Progrefs  of  the  Rebellion.— Landing 
of  the  French.— Their  Surrender. — Meafures  of  Concilia- 
tion adopted  by  Government, 

jPREVIOUS  to  entering  upon  the  particulars  of 
that  awful  Rebellion,  which  the  unhappy  fpirit  of  the 
two  countries  produced  in  Ireland,  it  is  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  a  fyftem  of  union  and  co-operation  had 
been  adopted  among  the  difaffecled,  by  means  of 
defending  committees,  which  enabled  thefupreme  council 
to  communicate  its  inftrudtions  to  the  whole  aflbci- 
ated  body  with  great  rapidity.  The  executive  power  ; 
or,  as  it  ought,  more  properly,  to  be  called,  the  di- 
recting fo'tl,  communicated  with  the  Reprefentatives 
of  Provinces,  which  were  four  in  number:  Leinfter, 
Munfrer,  Connaught,  and  Ulfter :  tbefe  again  com- 
municated with  the  Reprefentatives  of  Baronies,  who 
alfo  communicated  with  the  Reprefentative  of  every 
Hundred  Men  afTbciated  in  his  Barony  j  and  the  Re- 
presentatives of  Hundreds  communicated  with  the 
Reprefentatives  of  Tens;  which  laft  held  the  rank 
of  corporal  in  the  malcontent  army.  Thus  an  im- 
menfe  population  was  capable  of  being  called  into 
action  by  an  invifible  agency ;  and  the  attempts  of 
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Government  to  fupprefs  this  infurrecUon  could  not 
be  greatly  fuccefsful,  unlefs  it  could  fecure  the  direct- 
ing power,  or  interrupt  the  chain  of  communication  : 
to  this  object  the  attention  of  Government  was  di- 
rected ;  and  the  treachery  of  a  principal  Cafhier 
furnifhed  the  means,  by  giving  information  where  a 
meeting  of  Provincial  Delegates  would  affemble  on 
the  22nd  of  March ;  which  enabled  the  Police  to 
feize,  in  Dublin,  fourteen  of  the  principal  Representa- 
tives, with  all  their  papers,  plans,  lifts  of  names,  &c. 

The  information   obtained   by   Government  im- 
ported, that  the  time  was  already  fixed  for  a  general 
rifing  ;  whilft  it  appeared,  that  a  new  government 
was  already  arranged,  and  had  taken  meafures  for 
appropriating  all  the  property  and  refources  of  Ire- 
land to  the  purpofes  of  the  infurreelion.     In  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  government  the  Irifli  Leaders  had 
fhewn  themfelves  the  fervile  imitators  of  the  French. 
The  fupreme  power  was  lodged  in  a  Directory,  con- 
fifting  of  Five  Men !   and  they  profefled  to  confider 
all  perfons  attached  to  the  eftablifhed  government  as 
rebels,   whofe  eftates  fhould  be  confiscated  for  the 
the  good  of  their  new  Republic  !     The  Five  Direct- 
ors were :  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Leinfter;  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  a  descend- 
ant from  Roderic  O'Connor,  king  of  Connaught; 
Mr.  „  Oliver  Bond ;    Councellor   Emmet,  and   Dr. 
W*Nevin:  of  thefe  the  three  latter  were  arrefted;  and 
Mr.  O'Connor  was  among  the  perfons  taken  with 
O'Coigly  on  the  coaft  of  Kent.     But  ftill  the  prin- 
cipal power  remained ;  for  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
pofleiTed  great  military  talents,  and  was  already  adored 
by  the  Irifli  as  the  great  Captain  of  their  political 
Salvation.   The  vacancies  in  the  Directory  were  filled 
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op;  yet,  as  it  was  unknown  by  what  means  Govern-. 
ment  obtained  its  information,  it  was  not  poflible  to 
prevent  it  obtaining  intelligence  of  all  the  movements 
that  were  adopted  :  the  new  Directors  were  arretted  ; 
and  Lord  Edward  only  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  the 
Police  by  the  peculiar  difguife  he  aflumed,  and  the 
care  he  took  to  avoid  attending  any  of  the  meetings  in 
perfon. 

Such  frequent  interruptions  fruftrated  the  plans  of 
the  Infurgents,  and  retarded  the  general  riling;  it 
was,  therefore,  the  middle  of  May  before  they  were 
prepared  to  make  even  a  partial  attempt.  Both  par- 
ties attached  the  higheft  importance  to  the  fervices  of 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  were  equally  of  opinion, 
that  the  fuccefs  or  mifcarriage  of  the  rebellion  might 
depend  upon  the  chance  of  his  being  able  to  place 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  United  Irifhmen.  The 
critical  juncture,  at  laft,  arrived ;  when  nothing  re- 
mained but  to  give  the  final  inftru&ions  to  the  per- 
fons  fuftaining  the  offices  of  generals  and  colonels, 
who  were  to  lead  the  different  bands  againft  the  King's 
forces;  and  Lord  Edward  went  himfelf  to  meet  them, 
at  a  cabaret,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Dublin ;  where  the  fame 
fort  of  vanity,  which  had  led  to  the  detection  of  Mr. 
O'Connor,  led  alfo  to  the  difcovery  of  his  Lordfhip, 
and  to  the  general  derangement  of  all  the  infurrec- 
tional  plans. 

It  is  a  circumftance  worthy  of  particular  remark, 
that  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  England  and  France,  du- 
ring the  whole  revolutionary  ftruggle,  the  perfons 
who  mod  vehemently  declaimed  againft  rank  and 
titles,  became  perfectly  reconciled  to  them,  when 
they  became  aflbciated  in  any  manner  with  them- 
felves ;  it  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  hear  an 
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apoftle  of  equality  claim  the  honour  of  having  been 
within  the  fight  or  the  hearing  of  fome  Lord,  at  the 
fame  moment  that  he  would  have  been  covered  with 
chagrin   and    difgrace,    to  have   been   furprifed   in 
converfation   with  an   honeft  cobler.     Among  the 
quackeries  of  the  day,  the  epithet,  Citizen,  became 
the  ftyle  both  of  addrefs  and  appellation,  which  the 
Revoltitionift's  adopted  and  ufed,  as  the  Quakers  do 
the  epithet,  "  Friend."     The  inferior  tribes  had  nei- 
ther motive  nor  temptation  to  depart  from  this  fimple 
ftyle,  but  the  more  elevated  were  governed  by  the 
fame  paflions  that  govern  perfons  in  general  of  the 
fame  clafs ;  and,  therefore,  however  willing  they  were 
to  appear  as  humble  citizens  among  the  vulgar,  their 
pride  was  always  flattered  in  pronouncing  Son  Excel- 
lence, or,  My  Lord,  if  ever  their  fortune  led  them 
into  any  communication  with  perfons  of  fuch  rank. 
So  it  happened  at  the  meeting  of  the  Irifh  Chiefs  : 
the  aflembly  had  all  the  air  of   a  convivial  com- 
pany, and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  difguife 
the  perfon,  and  conceal  the  character  of  the  Gene- 
raliilimo;   but  one  of  the    perfons,   who,    perhaps, 
never  had  had  an  opportunity  of  addrefling  a  noble- 
man  before,  could    not  forego   the   gratification  of 
being  a  great  man,  for  once  in  his  life  ;  and,  in  the  in- 
toxication of  his  foul,  direfted  fome  obfervation  to 
his  Leader,  whom  he  accofted  by  his  title  of  "  Lord 
Edward."     This  was  overheard  by  a  fervant-girl, 
who  attended  the  company,  and  notice  was  given  to 
the  police,  in  confequence  of  which,  fuch  meafures 
were  taken  as  enabled  Government  to  trace  out  his 
refidence,  and  to  arreft  the  principal  perfons,   who 
were  to  a£t  under  him. 
Having  made  every  ufe  of  their  information  that 
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was  thought  neceflary,  previous  to  fecuring  the  per- 
fon  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Government  or- 
dered him  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  on  the  21ft  of 
May.  Some  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the  ftrug- 
gle  he  would  have  made  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
from  his  having  maintained  a  confiderable  refiftance 
againft  three  officers,  who  attempted  to  take  him,  one 
of  whom  he  wounded,  after  having  killed  another, 
whilft  he  defended  himfelf  againft  the  third,  till  he 
received  two  wounds,  of  which  he  himfelf  died  in 
a  few  days. 

The  23d  of  May  had  been  fixed  upon  for  the  ge- 
neral attack,  and  Lord  Edward  had  continued  in 
Dublin  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thofe  corps 
which  were  to  feize  the  caftle,  and  give  alarm  to  the 
whole  country,  in  getting  pofteffion  of  the  metro- 
polis by  a  couji  de  main.  Not  a  leader  of  confequence 
now  remained  with  the  Jnfurgents,  and  their  own  in- 
furiated zeal  alone  guided  them  in  the  defperate  en- 
terprife  into  which  they  were  about  to  embark;  yet 
it  was  fo  obvious,  that,  if  they  did  not  immediately  try 
their  ftrength,  Government  would  pick  them  off,  one 
by  one,  till  they  would  all  have  perifhed,  without  a 
flruggle;  that  they  came  to  a  refolution,  which  if 
they  had  adopted  two  months  before,  might,  pro- 
bably, have  given  them  the  victory.  Unorganized 
as  they  were,  it  was  refolved  to  hoift  the  ftandard  of 
the  revolt,  and  on  the  23d  to  attack  the  King's 
forces  in  their  own  camp,  a  few  miles  from  Dublin, 
and  to  feize  upon  the  cannon  in  that  neighbourhood  ; 
accordingly  the  town  of  Naas  was  entered,  in  defiance 
of  ihe  military,  and  feveral,  on  both  fides,  were  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  rebellion  became  general  in  the  province  of 


33$  THE    LIFE    OF 

Leinfter;  and  the  counties  of  Kildare,  Wexford,  and 
"Wicklow,  were  nearly  occupied  by  the  Infurgents, 
by  whom  every  exertion  was  made  fo  get  poflefiion 
of  Dublin,  that  could  be  expected  from  a  rabble,  now 
headed  chiefly  by  bigotted  and  fanatical  priefts,  who 
bid  defiance  to  every  kind  of  dilcipline  but  that 
of  the  rofary  and  the  flake  !  Though  greatly  ,fupe- 
rior  in  numbers,  the  Infurgents  were  kept  at  bay  by 
the  King's  forces;  and  fuch  fevereand  vigorous  mea- 
fures  were  adopted  by  the  Government,  that  a  great 
number  cf  perfons  of  refpeftability  and  property, 
who  were  true  rebels  in  heart,  were  deterred  from 
joining  the  malcontents  from  motives  of  policy.  A 
few  days  fhewed  the  effects  of  an  inadequate  co-ope- 
ration among  the  different  parts  of  the  country  ;  for, 
owing  to  the  annihilation  of  the  directing  councils 
the  Northern  counties  did  not  rife  to  fecond  thofe 
of  the  South,  fo  that  the  royal  armies  were  ena- 
bled to  concentrate  themfelves  in  defence  of  the 
chief  points  of  attack. 

Father  John  Murphy,  a  prieft,  had  put  hfmfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  principal  force,  and  had  collected  a 
large  body  of  followers,  who  had  formed  a  tolerably 
well  fortified  camp  at  Vinegar  Hill ;  from  whence 
numerous  parties  iftued  in  irregular  order,  and,  with- 
out any  apparent  defign,  committed  the  moft  wanton 
cruelties  and  excefles  upon  the  perfons  and  eftates  of 
all  who  differed  from  them  either  in  their  religious  or 
political  opinions :  in  their  various  predatory  excur- 
fions  they  took  a  great  many  prifoners,  chiefly  Pro- 
teftants ;  thefe  were  fliut  up  in  the  mills  or  barns 
within  the  camp,  and  were  frequently  brought  out, 
and  cruelly  butchered,  by  pikes  or  bayonets,  under 
pretence  of  their  being  about  to  efcape  !    Nothing  in 
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■nature  could  exceed  the  enthufiafm  of  this  furious 
rabble;  and,  were.it  poffible  that  mere  numbers,  in 
any  cafe,  were  capable  of  fnbduing  regular  troops,  (as 
has  been  faid  with  regard  to  the  French,  in  their 
conquefts,  heretofore  narrated)  the  United  Irifh  muft 
have  triumphed  over  the  King's  forces:  but  the  very 
firft  ferious*  onfet  ferved  at  once  to  give  confidence 
to  the  Government  and  its  friends,  and  to  dtftroy  the 
hopes  of  the  mod  fhrewd  among  the  friends  of  the 
rebels  :  multitudes  of  the  Infurgents  fell  at  the  firft 
charge,  whilft  the  number  of  foldiers  killed  was,  com- 
paratively, trifling;  and,  when  once  the  unruly  aflail- 
ants  were  thrown  into  confufion,  all  attempts  ,to  rally 
them  were  ineffectual ;  they  could  only  fave  them- 
fclves  by  flight. 

Though  the  perfons  who  now  took  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Infurreetion  were  not  of  the  firft  clafs  of 
leaders,  and  knew  little  of  the  political  correfpond- 
ence  thatexifted  between  their  late  Directory  and  that 
of  France,  there  was  a  kind  of  vague  and  undefined 
idea  among  them,  that  a  French  armament  was  about 
to  co-operate  in  their  enterprife :  this  perfuafion  ren- 
dered it  highly  important  that  an  intercourfe  fhould  be 
kept  up  between  the  United  Men  and  their  allies, 
which  could  not  be  accomplifhed  unlefs  they  got  pof- 
feffion  of  a  feaport :  great  exertions  were,  therefore, 
made  to  take  the  town  and  port  of  Wexford ;  and  this 
was  accomplifhed,  owing  to  theimpoffibility  offend- 
ing reinforcements  in  fufficient  time  from  Dublin. 

Few  events  could  have  had  a  more  difcouraging 
tendency  upon  the  minds  of  the  wavering  than  the 
neglect  of  the  French  Government  in  this  infiance. 
A  fmail  difciplined  force  would  have  been  quite  fuf- 
ficient to  have  maintained   a   molt  vigorous  ftand 


340  THE    LITE    OF 

again  ft:  the  Britifh  forces ;  and  the  French  Directory 
had  given  every  pledge,  that  public  declarations  could 
convey,  of  their  defign  to  fupport  the  people  when- 
ever they  {hould  rife. 

It  was  equally  a  fault,  bothjof  the  Government  and 
the  people,  that  they  gave  the  fmalleft  credit  to  the 
French  ;  for,  though  there  were  near  1 50,000  men  in 
that  army  commanded  by  Buonaparte,  artfully  flyled 
'*  The  Army  of  England,"  not  a  fingle  regiment  made 
its  appearance  upon  the  Irifh  coaft  !  and  the  Infur- 
gents  faw  the  treachery  of  its  cunning  ally  when  it 
was  too  late  to  be  of  ufe  to  them.  During  the  time 
they  kept  pofleffion  of  Wexford  the  Infurgents  gained 
fajne  advantages,  which  ferved  toincreafe  their  num- 
bers and  inflame  their  hopes :  in  confequence  of  which 
they  refolved  upon  the  capture  of  Rofs,  which  was 
defended  by  1,400  effective  men,  befides  artillery. 
The  fury  of  this  conteft  was  indefcribable,  and  re- 
fembled  one  of  thofe  favage  ftruggles  that  take  place 
among  the  barbarous  hordes  of  Africa,  rather  than  a 
battle  between  the  armies  of  a  civilized  people.  1  he 
aflaiiants  were  upwards  of  30,000  ftrong,  and  they 
advanced  upon  the  town,  with  horrid  yells,  and  the 
clattering  of  pikes,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, being  equally  infpired  with  religion  and  whifkey  ! 
For  lbme  hours  they  continued  to  beat  the  troops, 
and  actually  got  pofleffion  of  the  town,  an  advantage 
which  they  might  have  fecured,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  anarchy  that  prevailed  over  the  general  body. 
It  was  not  long  before  they  were  entirely  fubdued 
by  the  potent  draughts  of  ftrong  drink,  in  which  they 
indulged  ;  and  General  Johnfon  having  rallied  the 
garrifon,  retook  the  town,  with  very  little  diffi- 
culty. 
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Without  any  plan  of  general  co-operation,  and  in- 
capable of  learning  the  ftate  of  other  parts  of  the 
country,  thofe  Southern  Infurgents  could  only  hope 
to  annoy  the  Royal  Forces  by  frequent  fkirmifhes, 
until  the  arrival  of  affiflance  from  France.  But 
whilft  the  fuccefsof  the  rebellion  had  not  the  fmalieft 
dependance  upon  the  French  fupplies,  it  was  highly 
important  to  the  Government  that  the  naval  forces 
of  Britain  fliould  be  fo  difpofed  of  as  to  prevent 
the  approach  of  the  coaft  from  any  of  the  enemy'* 
fquadrons  -.  the  immenfe  body  of  troops  collected 
under  the  command  of  Buonaparte  was  more  than 
fufficient  for  the  conqueft  of  Ireland,  and  it  became 
a  queftion  of  great  moment,  whether  a  part  of  it 
might  not  be  defigned  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the 
Englifli  coaft  at  the  fame  time.  The  Britifh  Go- 
vernment appear  to  have  neglecled  the  means  of  ob- 
taining fuch  ufeful  information  relative  to  the  move*- 
ments  of  the  French,  as  their  large  demands  for  le- 
cret  fervice  money  would  have  paid  for.  Every  ar- 
rangement was  made,  upon  the  perfuafion  that  the 
great  expedition  was  deftined  for  the  Briiifli  Ifles, 
and  the  defence  of  the  Mediterranean  was  aban- 
doned, for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  the  whole  line 
of  coaft,  from  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Texel. 
Certainly  no  confideration  could  be  fo  important  to 
the  miniftry,  nor  any  duty  fo  imperious,  as  the  protec- 
tion of  their  own  country ;  and  it  is,  perhaps,  only  upon 
this  principle,  that  any  apology  can  be  offered  for  an 
incendiary  excurfion,  upon  which  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh force  was  commiffioned,  to  the  coaft  of  Flanders. 
It  was  known  that  France  was  capable  of  fupplying 
fcer  arfenals  and  flotillas,  by  mean*  of  ike  inttnul 
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navigation  of  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries;  and 
hence,  it  was  confidered,  a  great  point  to  deftroy 
fome  of  the  bafons,  or  canals,  that  fllould  interrupt 
that  communication.  The  bafon,  gates,  and  fluice  of 
Bruges,  were,  therefore,  ordered  for  deftru&ion,  and 
an  expedition,  under  the  command  of  Captain  (now 
Sir  Home)  Popham,  and  General  Coote,  landed  at 
Oilend,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  Bruges, 
where  they  did  much  mifchief  to  the  works.  Little 
credit  attended  this  attempt,  for,  before  the  Englith 
troops  could  be  returned  to  their  tranfports  the 
French  muttered,  and  took  them  prifoners.  The 
French  had  determined  to  condemn  them  to  re- 
pair the  mifchief  they  had  done  to  the  works,  but 
upon  a  furvey,  it  was  found  that  all  the  injury  the 
bafon  had  received  could  be  obviated  at  a  fmall  ex- 
pence  within  a  fhort  time. 

In  Ireland  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  Catholics 
towards  the  Proteftants,  gave  the  rebellion  more  the 
character  of  a  fuperftitious  crufade  than  a  ftruggle 
for  liberty,  and  many  of  the  United  Men,  of  the 
latter  perfuafion,  eagerly  withdrew  from  a  conteft,  in 
which  to  be  fuccefsful  would  only  be  to  prepare 
the  gibbet  and  the  fcourge  for  themfelves  and  their 
families.  t 

On  the  22d  of  June,  the  King's  troops  retook 
Wexford,  and  the  Infurgents,  after  a  reign  of  one 
fingle  month,  found  themfelves  obliged  to  take  fhel- 
ter  amongd  the  hills  and  faftnefles,  whence  they  could 
hope  to  gain  very  little  benefit  by  any  kind  of  aux- 
iliary force,  even  if  their  treacherous  allies  mould 
deign  to  fend  one.  Scarcely  any  event  of  the  import- 
ant age  in  which  we  live,  has  had  fo  much  influence 
upon  the  life  and  fubfequent  fortunes  of  our  Hero 
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a*  the  infurreftion  in  Ireland ;  and  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  troubles  in  that  country, 
were  not  only  concerted  by  the  French  Government, 
but  that  it  recommended  the  very  time  at  which  the 
rifing  fliould  take  place.  Whilft  profeffing  friend- 
ship to  the  Irifh  and'  Englifh  people,  that  Govern- 
n?ent  was  intent  upon  the  accomplishment  of  its  own 
objects  of  aggrandizement,  and  it  regarded  the  blood 
of  thotsfands  of  the  mifguided  peasantry  as  an  in- 
confiderable  price  for  their  concealment* 

Wexford  was  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  malcontents, 
when  news  was  brought  to  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land, that  Buonaparte  had  put  to  Tea  with  his  army, 
and  that  he  was  convoyed  by  the  flower  of  the  French 
navy.  Expectation  now  magnified  every  danger, 
and  uncertainty  already  traced  the  Conqueror  of 
Italy  carrying  on  a  campaign  in  Ireland.  Time 
parted  on,  but  no  tidings  were  heard  of  the  Ge- 
neral ;  the  alarm  greatly  increafed,  and  it  was  but 
juft  known  that  Buonaparte  had  been  to  the  ifland 
of  Malta,  without  declaring  his  future  deftinaticu, 
when  accounts  arrived  that  a  French  army  had  ac- 
tually landed  on  the  Weftern  coafi:  of  Ireland. 

The  French  General,  Humbert,  made  good  his 
landing  at  Killala  on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  a  circum- 
ftance  which  created  fuch  general  confirmation, 
that  it  was  even  deemed  neceflary  for  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant to  take  the  field  in  perfon,  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  force:  it  was,  no  doubt,  a  terrible 
and  unexpected  difappointment  to  General  Hum- 
bert, on  his  landing,  to  find  that  a  very  few  of  the 
inhabitants  were  inclined  to  co-operate  with  him, 
fince  their  late  numerous  defeats  had  induced  them 
to  confider  their  caufe  as  utterly  hopelefs. 
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Such  of  the  natives  as  repaired  to  the  ftandard  of 
the  French  General  were  foon  difpofed  to  abandon 
it,  as  the  ftri&nefs  of  his  difcipfine,  was  wholly  in- 
compatible with  their  plundering  and  favage  difpo- 
fitions.  The  firft  movements  of  General  Humbert, 
it  has  been  remarked,  were  a  difplay  of  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  military  /kill,  and  evinced  him  worthy  to  com- 
mand a  very  numerous  army  on  a  moft  hazardous 
expedition.  Although  the  forces  deftined  to  aft 
againft  him,  and  flop  hi»  progrefs,  were  far  more 
numerous  than  his  own,  yet  he  wifely  judged  that 
lardy  movements  would  be  inimical  to  his  future 
fuccefs,  and,  therefore,  he  marched,  with  rapidity, 
towards  Caftlebar,  where  General  Lake  was  em- 
ployed in  collecting  his  forces.  On  the  27th  he  en- 
gaged the  Britifh  General,  and  compelled  him  to  re- 
treat with  the  lofs  of  fix  pieces  of  ctnnon,  and  a 
few  men.  The  troops,  under  General  Lake,  have 
been  ftated  at  6,coo  men,  while  thofe  of  the  French 
commander  were  under  900.  Humbert  next  pro- 
ceeded towards  Tuam;  but  it  was  limply  impoffible, 
that,  with  fuch  a  contemptible  force,  he  could  long 
be  victorious,  without  the  powerful  co-operation  of 
the  people  at  large.  On  the  7th  of  September  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  overtook  the  enemy  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Caftlebar ;  and,  before  the  dawn  of 
day  on  the  enfuing  morning,  he  compelled  them  to 
retrograde.  General  Humbert  took  a  circuitous 
march,  by  which  means  he  favoured  the  retreat  of 
the  rebels. 

About  feven  in  the  morning  the  French  rearguard 
was  overtaken  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crauford  at 
Ba'.linnamuck,  and  peremptorily  fummoned  to  lay 
down  their  arms.     With  this  order  they  fhewed  no 
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figns  of  compliance,  and,  therefore,  the  Britifh  troops 
immediately  attacked  them,  when  about  200  of  them 
threw  down  their  arms,  in  the  hope  that  their  ex- 
ample would  be  followed  by  the  reft  of  their  coun- 
trymen: but  as  General  Craddock  advanced,  they 
poured  upon  him  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  muf- 
ketry,  by  which  he  was  wounded :  and,  therefore, 
frefh  reinforcements  were  ordered  by  General  Lake, 
and  an  attack  commenced  againft  their  pofition,  in 
every  direction,  when,  in  about  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour,  the  whole  of  them  iurrendered.  About  ninety- 
three  of  the  unfortunate  Infurgents  were  taken  pri- 
foners,  and  three  of  their  generals,  viz.  Blake,  Roach, 
and  Teeling.  Four  of  the  rebels,  who  had  joined  the 
invading  regiment  (for  an  army  it  would  be  ridicu- 
lous to  call  it,)  were  hanged  at  Ca-ftlebar  by  order 
of  General  Humbert,  for  various  a£ts  of  plunder 
and  rapine. 

We  prefume  not  to  fay  what  advantages  were  ex- 
pected by  the  Directory  to  be  derived  from  this 
ludicrous  expedition,  although  it  is  manifeft  they 
looked  for  fome,  fince  a  brig  was  feen  off  the,  Wand 
of  Raghlin,  on  the  16th  of  September,  the  crew  of 
which  effected  a  landing  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  among  whom,  were  General  Rey  and 
Napper  Tandy,  a  general  of  brigade  in  the  fervice 
of  France.  After  making  enquiry  concerning  the 
fate  of  the  troops  which  difembarked  at  Killala,  they 
became  very  much  dejected  on  being  informed  of 
their  defeat:  they  afterwards  founded  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants  oy  dint  of  manifeftoes,  but  found,  to 
their  inexpreflible  mortification,  that  the  fenciments 
of  Iiifhmen  were  radically  changed  ;  they  had  fuf- 
c  g  3 
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fered  too  much  from  the  Britiih  military,  and  tbe  un- 
accountable tardinefs  of  their  Gallic  friends,  to  ha- 
zard another  infurre&ion.  Finding  matters  in  fuch 
a  fituation,  they  embarked,  and  put  to  fea. 

In  a  fkort  time  after,  the  French  Republic  made 
a  more  ferious  attempt  to  fubjugate  Ireland,  but, 
like  all  preceding  endeavours,  it  was  ultimately  fruit- 
lefs :  it  was  not  made  till  the  Britifh  Government 
was  fully  apprifed  of  it,  and  the  Irifli  coaft,  of  con- 
fequence,  fufficiently  protected.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  September,  a  fquadron,  confifting  of  one  fail  of 
the  line,  and  eight  frigates,  took  its  departure  from 
the  harbour  of  Breft,  and,  by  the  i  ith  of  the  enfuing 
jnonth,  they  were  difcovered  by  Sir  J.  B.  Warren, 
who  had  under  his  command  the  Canada,  Robuft, 
Foudroyant,  Magnanime,  iEthalion,  Melampus,  and 
Amelia,  as  alfo  the  Anfon,  that  joined  them  before 
the  termination  of  the  action.  The  battle  com- 
menced on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  and  the  Hoche, 
the  enemy's  line  of  battle  fhip,  did  not  ftrike  to  the 
Britiih  flag  till  about  eleven  o'clock,  after  a  gallant 
refiHance,  which  did  honour  to  her  commander. 
This  made  the  frigates  crowd  all  the  fail  they  could 
carry,  in  order  to  effect  their  efcape,  when  they 
were  chaced  for  five  hours  by  the  Briufli  Admiral, 
three  of  them  were  captured  during  that  day,  and 
a  like  number  in  a  fhort  time  after.  The  whole 
fquadron,  with  the  exception  of  two  frigates,  were 
in  this  manner  totally  defeated. 

After  the  firft  and  moft  powerful  body  of  the  In- 
furgents  had  been  fubdued,  and  many  fevere  exam- 
ples had  been  made  of  the  prifoners,  it  was  deemed 
advifable  to  take  fuch  meafures  of  a  conciliatory 
nature,  as  fbould  be  calculated  to  weaken  the  ranks, 
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by  the  difaffection  of  at  leaft  thofe,  who  might  not 
be  very  zealous  in  the  Infurre£tion.  With  this  view- 
bills  of  outlawry  and  attainder,  werepaffed  by  thelrifti 
parliament,  againft  a  fmall  number  among  whom  were 
the  mod  confpicuous  of  the  leaders,  and  a  Bill  of 
Amnefty  for  thofe  who  would  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  accept  it  within  a  certain  time. ,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  carry  thofe 
meafures  into  effect,  and  this  nobleman,  by  his  mild 
and  benevolent  manners,  not  only  prevailed  upon 
the  people  to  return  to  their  ufual  occupations,  but 
alfo  induced  fo  many  of  the  leaders,  as  were  ftill  under 
arreft,  to  purchafe  their  lives  by  a  general  difclofure 
of  all  the  circumftances  that  had  led  to,  and  accom- 
plifhed  the  rebellion. 

The  flruggle  was  now  hopelefs,  and  only  exifted 
in  the  perfeverance  of  a  few  fool-hardy  maurauders, 
headed  by  Holt,  an  obfcure  individual,  of  great  talent 
and  intrepidity  whofe  well-contrived  ftratagems, 
ferved  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  his  purfuers,  until 
they  were  willing  to  grant  him  his  life,  upon  coadi- 
tion  of  quitting  the  country. 


* 
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CHAPTER    XXIV. 


Expedition  to  Egypt ;  why  undertaken. — Buonaparte 
puts  to  Sea. — Seizes  Malta. — Unjuji  Decree. — Letter 
to  a  £i/hop.— Arrival  off  the  Coaji  of  Egypt. — Cautious 
Approach. — Proclamation.'— -Landing  at  Alexandria. 

.A.MONG  the  evils  occafioned  by  war,  it  muft  not 
be  confidered  one  of  the  leaft,  that  it  gives  a  public 
fanclion  to  a  fpirit  of  chicanery  and  deceit,  which,  in 
private  life,  could  never  gain  the  fmalleft  approba- 
tion, did  it  not  introduce  itfelf  in  the  plaufible  garb 
of  patriotifm.  Commerce,  which  has  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  corrupt  the  morals  of  mankind,  is  never 
promoted  by  avowed  falfhood,  without  inflicting  a 
degree  of  odium  upon  every  fuch  difhonourable 
agent  as  renders  him  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
mercantile  world:  and  -re  it  noi  that  in  a  frate  of 
war,  actors    flielter  their  pro- 

fligacj  d   that  pjcudo  patriotifm, 

which  i  y   to  the   iupport  of  their 

refpecr-  :ne  ahairs  of  trade  and  com- 

merce mig:     r  ted  with  a  very  fmall  degree 

of  finefie,  .   may  very  truly  and  juftly 

be   called  goorl  management.     In  the 

conduct  c  art    and    deception    is    re- 

forted  to,  \  .  ;  X  calculated  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  •  ■  a  quarter  lis  remote  as  pof- 
fible  from  ..  >f  attack.  It  has  feldom  hap- 
pened thai  ,.s  .  een  more  fuccefsfully 
practifed  *  .  ■  '.  government  of  France, 
in  the  panic  .                    Lngi«ad,  by  pcrfuading  all 
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ranks  of  people,  that  the  expedition  fitting  out  under 
the  direction  of  Buonaparte  was  defigned  to  invade 
the  Britifh  Ifles. 

■  Franc*  had  long  looked  with  envy  upon  the  terri-» 
torial  and  commercial  greatnefs  of  Britain  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  every  fpecies  of  intrigue  had  been 
employed,  as  well  by  the  new  Government  as  the 
old,  to  entangle  that  country  in  perpetual  hoftilities 
with  the  native  governments  :  it  was  favourable  to 
thefe  views,  that  Hydcr  Ally,  an  intrepid  foldier,  who 
had  ufurped  the  throne  and  territory  of  My  fore,  en- 
tertained a  fimilar  hatred  to  the  Englifh,  owing  to  the 
obftacles  which  their  power  and  refources  oppofed  to 
his  enterprillng  fchemes.  A  clofe  alliance  between 
the  Governments  of  France  and  My  fore  obliged  the 
Englifh  to  be  conftantly  on  the  alert  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies; and,  though  the  Britifh  arms  were  triumphant  in 
every  conteft,  the  danger  encreafed  with  the  progrefs- 
of  time,  inafmuch  as  the  French  officers  and  en- 
gineers instructed  their  allies  in  all  the  myfteries  of 
European  taftics. 

On  the  death  of  Hyder,  his  fon  and  fucceiTorr 
Tippoo  Saib,  evinced  the  fame  diflike  and  attach- 
ment, and,  being  feverely  beaten  by  the  Englifh,  juft 
previous  to  the  war  that  took  place  with  the  Re- 
public, he  hailed  that  event  as  likely  to  afford  him 
an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  refentment :  their 
mutual  convenience  drew  the  two  powers  into  clofe 
correfpondence  with  each  other,  and  the  army  of 
the  Sultan  became  officered  by  Frenchmen.  No 
doubts  were  entertained  in  England  as  to  the  defigns 
of  Tippoo,  but,  occupied  as  France  was,  during  her 
ftruggle  with  the  Combined  Powers  of  Europe,  it 
was  known  that  flie  could  fpare  no  effectual  force 


350  THE     LIFE    OF 

to  co-operate  with  him.  When  the  continental  war 
had  ceafed,  th:s  difficulty  was  removed  ;  but  there  was 
another,  which  feemed  equally  infurmountabie,  and 
this  was  difcovered  in  the  fuperiority  o/  the  Britifh 
navy,  that  now  rode  triumphant  in  every  fea. 

Notwithstanding  this  latter  obftacle,  France  had 
refolded  to  reach  and  attack  the  Britifh  pofT&ffions  in 
India,  and  the  enterpri/ing  fpirit  of  Buonaparte,  was 
juft  fuited  to  the  hazard  of  the  undertaking.  To 
accomplish  this  remote  and  vifionary  project,  it  was 
refolved  to  invade  and  feize  upon  the  whole  territory 
of  Egypt,  that,  by  carrying  the  commerce  of  the 
Eaft  through  the  Red  Sea,  the  new  French  Colony 
.might  become  the  grand  mart,  where  all  Europe 
might  be  fupplied  with  Indian  commodities,  much 
cheaper  than  they  could  be  procured  from  the  Eng- 
lish ;  at  the  fame  time,  that,  as  a  military  poft,  it 
courd  at  all  times  find  means  to  tranfport  auxiliaries 
to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  This  plan  was  im- 
parted to  Tippoo,  and  it  was  known  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  India  nearly  as  foon  as  it  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  cabinet  of  London. 

It  was  the  expedition  to  Egypt,  that  the  Directory 
and  the  General  were  preparing;  whilft  they  mafked 
their  defigns  under  the  appearance  of  organizing  an 
army  of  England  to  co-operate  with  the  United 
Irifhmen,  although  the  object  was  concealed  with 
fo  much  addrefs,  that  it  was  doubtful,  after  it  was 
known  that  Malta  had  been  captured,  whether  the 
Genera!  might  not,  even  from  thence,  bendhiscourfe 
for  Ireland. 

So  many  volumes  of  encomiums  have  been  written, 
to  compliment  the  wifdom  and  fore  fight  employed 
in  the  arrangement  and  execution  of  the  preliminary 
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fteps  to  tins  project,  that  the  language  of  panegyric 
is  nearly  exhaufted,  and  little  is  left  to  the  hiftorian 
but  a  dry  narrative  of  facts  ;  yet  it  would  be  wreft- 
ing  from  truth  the  homage  which  is  juftly  her  due, 
did  we  omit  this  opportunity  of  obferving,  that  no 
inftanceis  upon  record,  of  an  expedition,  to  the  fame 
extent,  being  planned  and  carried  into  effect  under 
-fuch  evidently  hazardous  circumftances.  Neither 
the  Directory  nor  the  General  may,  perhaps,  be 
entitled  to  all  the  praifes  that  have  been  beftowed 
upon  their  talents  for  their  firft  fuccefs  in  this  en- 
terprize  ;  but  if  little  merits  belongs  to  a  government, 
which  could  manage  to  elude,  upon  a  narrow  fea,  a 
vigilant  enemy  of  far  fuperior  force;  what,  contempt, 
nay,  what  punifhment,  is  not  due  to  a  Govern- 
ment,  which,  pofleffing  the  entire  command  of  the 
ocean,  yet  fuffers  its  enemy  to  retain  his  colonies 
in  the  midlt  of  its  triumphal  fleets,  and  loads  its  fub- 
jects  with  the  burdens  of  procraftinated  war,  becaufe 
it  has  not  talents  enough  to  dreprive  her  of  the  means 
of  carrying  it  on  ? 

Juft  at  the  point  of  time  when  the  Britifh  Go- 
vernment had  moft  to  dread  from  the  Irifti  Infurrec- 
tion,  and  when  it  was  under  the  neceflity  of  guard- 
ing every  French  port  on  the  Weftern  ocean,  that 
part  of  the  Army  of  England,  which  was  cantoned  in 
the  Southern  ports,  put  to  fea,  under  the  command 
of  Buonaparte.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1798,  the 
General  put  to  fea,  from  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  011 
board  the  (hip  1' Orient,  of  120  guns,  bearing  the 
flag  of  Admiral  Bruyes,  to  take  the  command  of  a 
fleet,  then  collecting  from  the  different  ports  under 
the  dominion  of  France,  and  which  was  to  confifl 
©f  thirteen  iail  of  the  line,  befides  four  frigates,  and 
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near  400  tranfports.  On  board  the  fleet  was  an  army 
of  40,000  men,  and  a  vaft  number  of  merchants 
and  adventurers,  u  ho,  ready  to  take  any  road  that 
feemed  to  lead  to  fortune,  blindly  aflbciated  their 
fate  with  this  expedition,  without  knowing  any  one 
fact  relative  to  it,  more,  than  that  Buonaparte  was  at 
its  head  :  there  were  alfo  a  great  number  of  men  of 
fcience  and  learned  perfons,  befides  artifts  and  me- 
chanics, all  of  whom,  were  capable  of  contributing 
to  the  profperity  of  a  new  colony  ;  and  the  whole  of 
this,  including  the  fgilors,  it  is  fuppofed,  made  the 
whole  number  engaged  in  the  expedition  amount  to 
near  70,000  fouls. 

The  voyage  commenced  under  a  fair  wind.  The 
frigates  led  the  van ;  the  Admiral,  accompanied  by 
the  advice  boats,  followed,  and  the  fliips  of  the  line 
formed  the  rear :  the  tranfports  kept  3n-fhore,  be- 
tween the  Hieres  and  the  Levant.  On  the  226  the 
fleet  off  St.  Fiorenzo  fleered  in  an  eaflerly  courfe  for 
CapeCorfica,  leaving  Genoa  on  the  larboard.  Hav- 
ing patTed  between  Cape  Corfica  and  the  Ifland  Ca- 
praia,  the  leading  divifion  of  the  fleet  was,  at  five 
P.  M,  to  the  Weft  of  Pinofa,  where  the  wind  failing, 
the  convoy  could  make  no  way.  On  the  26th,  with 
the  van  off  the  mouths  of  the  Bonifacio,  the  fleet 
lay-to  for  the  divifions  of  Ajaccio  and  CivitaVecchia. 
No  land  was  in  fi^ht  on  the  morning  of  the  27th; 
and  on  the  29th  the  frigates  were  ordered  to  look 
into  Cagliari,  and  to  return  to  Porto  Vecchia,  in  cafe 
of  encountering  an  enemy  fuperior  in  force. 

On  the  26th  of  June  the  fleet  arrived  off  the  ifland 
of  Goza,  and,  the  fame  morning,  all  the  fliips  of 
war  had  pafled  in  review  under  the  ftern  of  the  Ad- 
miral, when  a  veffel  was  feat  to  reconnoitre  feveral 


/     /< 


<:  i///.r 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  353 

(hips  ahead;  and  it  was  found  that  the  divifion  from 
Civita  Vecchia,  under  Defaix,  had,  by  keeping  the 
Italian  coaft,  patted  the  Straits  of  Meflina,  and  got  a 
few  days  a-head  of  the  fleet  on  its  way  to  Malta,  Cu- 
mino  and  Cuminetto,  which,  with  Goza  and  Malta, 
form  the  whole  territory  of  the  Grand  Mafter.  Malta 
was  feen  at  fix  o'clock,  and  two  crazy  barks  came 
off,  to  fell  tobacco.  At  night  the  city  was  in  per- 
fect darknefs,  the  Juno  frigate  was  within  fhot  of 
St.  Elmo,  and  off  the  port.  Signal  was  made  for 
forming  the  frigates,  and  the  whole  boats  were  or- 
dered out  at  nine  o'clock  :  the  fiiips  of  war  and  con- 
voy fired  feveral  guns  as  night  fignals,  on  which  the 
only  light  remaining  on  the  port  was  extinguifhed-, 
The  Captains  went  on  board  the  l'Orient  for  orders, 
and,  however  unprincipled  fuch  a  refolution  might 
be,  the  fame  of  its  riches  had  determined  Buona- 
parte to  attack  and  feize  the  ifland,  and  its  depen- 
dencies. On  the  9th  Buonaparte  aiked  permiffion 
to  water  his  fleet,  but  as  the  Grand  Mailer  appre- 
hended danger  from  fo  formidable  an  armament,  he 
refufed  to  grant  the  requeft ;  this  gave  Buonaparte 
an  excufe  for  commencing  hoftilities. 

On  the  10th,  at  four  A.  M.  therefore,  a  femi- 
circular  line  was  formed,  from  the  point  St.  Catharine 
to  a  league  diftance,  on  the  left  of  the  city,  com- 
pletely blockadmg  the  port.  The  Juno  was  ftationed 
in  the  centre,  off  St.  Elmo  and  St.  Angelo,  while 
the  convoy  lay  at  anchor  between  Gozoand  Cumino. 
Immediately  after  this,  the  Fort  St.  Catharine  fired  a 
(hot  at  the  boats  employed  in  landing  the  divifion 
under  General  Defaix,  and  the  Ecclefiaftical  ftantlard 
waf  hoifted  on  the  fort  commanding  the  city.    At 
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the  fame  inftant,  on  the  other  end  of  the  line,  fhallops 
were  employed  landing  the  troops  and  artillery,  which 
carried  two  advanced  pofts,  after  a  momentary  re- 
fiftance.  The  batteries  of  all  the  forts  now  opened 
their  fire  on  the  boats  and  veflels,  which  was  kept  up 
with  vigour  till  evening.  A  fortie  was  attempted  by 
the  Knights,  fupported  by  fome  of  the  people  from 
the.country.  The  French  troops  afcended  the  firft 
eminence  at  ten  A.  M.  and,  having  marched  behind 
the  city,  drove  them  in,  under  the  protection  of 
their  walls  and  batteries.  Many  of  the  Knights  fell 
a  facrifice  to  their  valour,  being  maflacred  on  their 
return,  in  a  commotion  which  had  arifen  in  the  city. 
On  the  firft  day  the  Knights  were  in  grand  council; 
provisions  of  all  kinds  and  ammunition  were  car- 
ried  from  the  city  into  the  forts,  and  the  general 
buftle  and  activity,  announced  the  moft  warlike  in- 
tentions. On  the  fecond  day  only  part  of  the  Knights 
wore  their  uniform;  difputes  had  arifen,  and  they 
continued  agitated,  but  inactive. 

At  day-break  on  the  nth  a  languid  fire  was  main- 
tained :  a  bark  under  the  Ecclefiaftical  ftandard  came 
out  of  the  port,  and  was  conducted  to  the  l'Orient;  at 
eleven,  a  fecnnd,  under  the  flag  of  truce,  brought 
thofe  Knights,  who,  in  the  intereft  of  the  French, 
chofe  to  abandon  Malta :  from  them  it  appeared, 
that  the  garrifon  was  almoft  totally  unprovided,  and 
at  four  P.  M.  there  were  fewer  men  than  guns  on  the 
walls  of  the  fort.  It  was  evident  that  the  citizens  and 
Knights  had  difagreed,  the  gates  of  the  forts  being 
fhut,  and  all  intercourfe  between  them  and  the  city 
at  an  end.  The  General  fent  his  aid-de-camp,  Junot, 
with  his  ultimatum  ;  a  few  minutes  after,  twelve  Mal- 
tefe  Commifiioners  came  on  board  the  l'Orient,  and 
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on  the  i  ztb,  at  half  paft  eleven  the  fignal  was  hoifted, 
to  fhew  that  Malta  was  in  the  power  of  the  French. 
Under  a  falute  of  500  guns  from  the  fleet,  the  French 
troops  took  pofTeflion  of  the  forts,  thus  completing 
the  conqueft  of  the  ftrongeft  poft  in  the  Meditc- 
ranean. 

Among  the  orders  ifllied  by  Buonaparte  at  Malta, 
there  is  one,  more  barbarous  than  was  the  Greek,  ki 
which  it  is  faid  to  have  been  written ;  efpecially,  when 
it  is  confidered,  that  he  had  only  the  fame  right  to 
dictate  laws  at  Malta  that  the  robber  may  claim  after 
he  has  broken  into  the  houfe  of  a  peaceable  man, 
and  ftolen  his  property.  The  Articles  alluded  to,  are 
as  follow : 

Liberty!  Equality  I 

ARMY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Head  Quarters  at  Malta,  June  IS, 
Etat  Major-General. 
Ordered,  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Article  I.  No  Latin  Prieft  fhall  officiate  in  any  church 
appropriated  to  the  Greeks, 

II.  The  maffes  which  the  Latin  Priefts  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fay  in  the  Greek  churches  fhall  be  faid  in  the 
other  Greek  churches  of  the  fort. 

III.  Protection  (hall  be  granted  to  the  Jews  who  may 
be  defirous  of  eftablifhing  their  fynagogue  there. 

IV.  The  General  Commandant  fhall  thank  the  Greeks 
for  their  good  conduct  during  the  fiege. 

V.  All  the  Greeks  of  the  iflands  of  Malta  and  Gozo, 
and  thofe  of  the  departments  of  Ithaca,  Corcyra,  and  of 
the  Egean  Sea,  who  (hall  maintain  any  connection  what- 
ever with  Ruffia,  fhall  be  put  to  death  ! 

VI.  All  the  Greek  veflels  which  fail  under  Ruflian  co- 
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lours,  if  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  fhall  b» 
lent  to  the  bottom  ! 

A  true  copy.        (Signed^       Buonaparte. 
The  Gtneral  of  Divifion,  and  Chief  of  the  Staff. 

(Signed)  Alexander  Berthier. 

A  true  copy. 
The  General  of  Divifion,         (Signed)       Chabot. 
From  the  National  Prefs  at  Corcyra.     (Corfou) 

On  the  fame  day,  in  a  Letter,  addreffed  to  the  Bifliop 
of  Malta,  the  General  fays,v 

"  I  have  learnt  with  fincere  pleafure,  good  M.  Bifhop, 
the  kind  conduct  and  reception  which  you  have  fliewn  to 
the  French  troops.     You  may  allure  the  people  of  your 
diocefe,  that  the   Catholic,   Apoftolic,    and   Roman  reli- 
gion, fhall  not  only  be  treated  with  regard,  but  its  minrf- 
ters  efpecially  protected.     I  know  no  character  more  re- 
fpectable,  nor  more  worthy  of  veneration,   than  a  prieft, 
who,  infpired  by  the  true  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  is  perfuaded 
that  his  duty  ordains  him   to  render  unfeigned  obedienc* 
to  the  temporal  power,  to  maintain  peace,  tranquillity, 
and  union,  in  his  diocefe.     I  requeft  you  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  town  of  Malta,  and  to  preferve,  by  your  in- 
fluence there,  harmony  and  tranquillity  among  the  people. 
I  fhall  be  there  myfelf  this  evening.     I   requeft  alfo,   that 
at  my  arrival  you  will  introduce    to   me   all  the   priefts, 
and  other  chiefs,  belonging  to  Malta  and  the  furrounding 
villages.     Be  allured  of  the  defire  which  I  have   to  prove 
to  you  the  efteem  and  confederation  which  I  have  for  you 
perfonally." 

On  board  the  U  Orient,  June  i 3. 

During  the  fliort  interval  of  eight  days,  Buona- 
parte took  poffeffion  of  the  ifland  of  Malta,  orga- 
nized therein  a  provifional  government,  victualled 
the  fleet,  took  in  water,  and  arranged  all  the  mili- 
tary and  admiiiiftrative  difpoGtions ;  he  quitted  it 
on   the   19th  of  June,   haviog    entrufted  the  com- 
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mand   to  General  Vaubois,  and  appointed   Citizen 
Menard  Commiflary  of  Marine. 

The  wind  blew  frefhly  from  the  north-weft.  On 
the  25th  of  June  the  armament  came  within  fight 
of  the  ifland  of  Candia,  having  laid-to  beft  part  of 
the  day  for  the  convoy,  which  had  difperfed  in  a  fog. 
On  the  26th  the  Captain  of  the  Juno  received  or- 
ders to  make  all  the  fail  poflible  for  Alexandria,  now 
fixty  leagues  diftant;  and  there  to  learn,  from  the 
French  Conful,  whether  the  expedition  had  been 
heard  of,  and  what  was  the  difpofition  of  the  inha- 
bitants with  regard  to  the  enterprife.  This  frigate 
was  to  be  the  firft  veflel  to  anchor  on  the  African 
fhoie,  and  was  ordered  to  collect  the  Frenchmen  re- 
fident  in  Alexandria,  and  fhelter  them  from  the  po- 
pular tumults  that  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  might  ex- 
cite. After  this  duty,  the  Juno  was  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  the  rendezvous  of  the  fleet,  fix  leagues  off 
Cape  Brule.  Every  fail  was  now  fpread,  but  there 
was  fcarcely  a  breath  of  wind  during  the  whole  of 
the  26th,  and  part  of  the  following  day.  By  noon, 
however,  on  the  27th,  fiie  was  within  30  leagues  of 
Alexandria  ;  the  welcome  cry  of  "  Land  1"  was  heard 
from  the  maintop  at  four,  and  at  fix  o'clock  it  was  vi- 
fible  from  the  deck,  extending  like  a  white  ftripe 
along  the  dark  edge  of  the  fea,  while  not  a  fingle 
tree  or  houfe  interrupted  the  monotony  of  the  fcene. 
The  Juno,  fleering  Eaft  by  South,,  weathered  Cape 
Durazo  ;  and  at  one  o'ciock  in  the  afternoon  a  lieu- 
tenant was  fent  on  ftiore,  who  returned  at  midnight- 
with  the  French  Conful  and  Dragoman  on  board, 
and  the  frigate  fet  fail  to  join  the  fleet,. 

The  fleet  having  flackened  fail  to  wait  for  intel- 
ligence, the  General  took  advantage  of  the  interval . 
»  hj 
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to  diftribute  his  general  orders  among  the  forces : 
be  had  addreffed  a  Proclamation  to  the  army  imme- 
diately on  his  arrival  at  Toulon,  the  tendency  and 
defign  of  which  was  to  preferve  the  idea  of  the 
expedition  being  about  to  invade  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions :  the  proclamation  was  as  follows : 

*     "  Soldiers! 

'.*  You  form  one  of  the  wings  of  the  Army  of  England : 
you  have  been  engaged  in  the  wars  of  different  defcrip- 
tions — of  mountains,  plains,  and  fieges :  you  are  now  to 
make  a  maritime  war.  The  Roman  legions,  which  you  have 
fometimes  imitated,  but  not  yet  equalled,  combated  Car- 
thage, by  turns,  on  this  very  fea,  and  on  the  plains  of  Zama. 
Viftory  never  abandoned  them,  becaufe  they  were  always 
brave  and  patient  in  enduring  fatigue — obedient  to  their 
leaders,  and  united  among  themfelves. 

"  Soldiers !  the  eyes  of  Europe  are  upon  you  :  you  have 
grand  deftinies  to  fulfil,  battles  to  fight,  dangers  and  fa- 
tigues to  overcome  : — you  muft  do  even  more  than  you 
have  yet  done,  and  endure  more  than  you  have  yet  en- 
sured, for  the  profperity  of  your  native  country,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  human  race,  and  your  own  glory  !  Soldiers, 
failors,  cannoniers,  infantry,  and  cavalry  !  be  all  united — 
be  as  one  man  :  recollect  that,  in  the  day  of  battle,  you  will 
ftand  in  need  of  each  other.  Marines  1  you  have  been  hi- 
therto neglected,  now  the  greareft  folicitude  of  the  Re- 
public is  for  you  ;  you  will  be  worthy  of  the  army  of  which 
you  form  a  part.  The  Genius  of  the  Republic,  from  her 
birth  the  Arbiter  of  Europ«,  ivijhes  to  be  the  arbiter  of 
lkefeas  alfo,  and  of  countries  the  mod  diftant." 

There  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  the  army 
had  formed  any  conception  of  the  nature  of  the 
voyage,  or  of  the  kind  of  warfare  of  which  they  were 
about  to  engage,  before  they  had  quitted  France, 
they  would  have  mutinied  rather  than  have  engaged 
in  the  expedition;   but  as  they  were  promifcd  by  the 
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General  fix  acres  of  land  for  each  man,  as  the  price 
of  the  firft  victory,  and  their  extreme  ignorance  led 
them  to  believe  that  they  were  fleering  the  fhorteft 
courfe  for  England,  they  had  embarked  on  the  voyage 
as  on  a  party  of  pleafure :  yet  a  few  days,  and  the 
charm  would  be  broken !  inftead  of  the  cultivated 
fields  and  golden  palaces  of  Albion,  the  difappointed 
multitude  would  find  themfelves  among  the  dreary 
ruins  and  barren  lands  of  Africa  :  it  was,  therefore, 
neceffary  to  fet  England  before  them,  as  the  goal  to 
which  they  were  haftening,  and  Egypt  as  nothing 
more  than  an  outpoft,  that  flood  in  their  way. 

PROCLAMATION 

O/Buonaparte,    Member  of  the  National  Injitute, 

and  Commander  in  Chief. 

Dated  on  Board  L'Orient,  June  22. 
**  Soldiers  ! 

"  You  are  going  to  undertake  a  conqueft,  the  effects 
of  which,  upon  commerce  and  civilization,  will  be  in- 
calculable. 

"  You  will  give  the  Englifh  a  moft  fenfible  blow,  which 
will  be  followed  up  with  their  deftru£tion. 

"  We  mail  have  fome  fatiguing  marches — we  mall  fight 
feveral  battles — we  lhall  fucceed  in  all  our  enterprifes  : 
the  Delimits  are  in  our  favour. 

"  The  Mamaluke  Beys,  who  favour  the  Englifh  com- 
merce exclufively,  who  have  injured  our  merchants,  and 
who  tyrannize  over  the  unhappy  inhabitants  of  the  banks 
of  the  Nile,  will  no  longer  exift,  in  a  few  days  after  our 
arrival. 

"  The  people,  among  whom  you  are  going  to  live,  are 
Mahometans:  the  firft  article  of  their  faith  is,  '  There  is 
no  other  God  but  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet '  Do' 
not  contradift  them:  a<5t  with  them  as  you  did  w  irh  the 
Jews  and  with  the  Italians.    Treat  their  Muftis  and  their 
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Imans  with  rcfpeft,  as  you  did  the  Rabbicsand  the  Biffiops. 
You  mull  aft  with  the  lame  fpirit  of  toleration  towards  the 
ceremonies  prefcribed  by  the  Alcoran  that  you  did  to  the 
fynagogues  and  the  convents,  to  the  religions  of  Mofes 
and  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

"  The  Roman  legions  protefted  all  religions  :  you  will 
find  here  cuftoms  which  differ  from  thofe  of  Europe  j  you 
mull  accuftom  yourfelves  to  them. 

"  The  people  among  whom  we  are  going  treat  women 
differently  from  us ;  but  in  every  country  he  who  violates 
them  is  a  monfter  ! 

"  Pillage  enriches  but  a  very  few  men  j  it  dishonours 
us  ;  it  deftroys  our  refources,  and  it  renders  thefe  people 
our  enemies,  whom  it  is  our  intereft  to  have  for  friends. 

"  The  firft  city  we  fliall  arrive  at  was  built  by  Alex- 
ander, and  every  ftep  we  take  we  fliall  meet  with  objefts 
capable  of  exciting  emulation. 

(Signed)    Buonaparje." 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
BUONAPARTE,  Member  of  the  National  Infliiute,  Com~ 
mander  in  Chief. 
Head  Quarters,  on  board  L'Orient,  24th  June. 
Article  I.    The  Generals  who  mail  command  any  de- 
tached divifions  fliall  order  the  Commiffaries  at  war,  the 
Paymafter  of  the  Divifion,  an  Officer  of  the  Staff,   and  a 
Cheik  of  the  country,  to  feal  up  the  public  treafures,  and 
regifters  of  the  revenue,  collectors  of  the  Mamelukes. 

II.  All  the  Mamelukes  fliall  be  arretted,  aad  brought  to 
the  head  quarters  of  the  army. 

III.  All  the  towns  and  villages  fliall  be  difarmed. 

IV.  All  the  horl'es  fliall  be  put  in  requisition,  and  fliall 
be  delivered  to  the  chiefs  of  cavalry  brigades,  who  fliall  im- 
mediately caufe  the  foldiers  to  be  mounted  ;  for  that  pur- 
pofe  they  carry  bridles  and  faddles  with  them.  Officers,  of 
whatever  rank,  are  forbidden  to  take  any  horfes  till  the  ca- 
valry are  all  mounted ;  the  men  are  forbidden  to  change 
their  horfis. 
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V.  All  horfes  fit  for  the  artillery  fhall  be  delivered  to 
the  commander  of  the  artillery  of  the  divifion,  who  will 
have  harnefs  and  drivers  ready. 

VI.  The  camels  fliall  be  hired,  and  placed  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Commander  of  the  Artillery  ;  thole  which 
fhall  be  taken  from  the  Mamelukes,  or  which  fhall  be  taken 
from  the  enemy,  fhall  be  employed  in  tranfporting  the  ar- 
tillery and  ammunition,  fo  as  to  dimmifh  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  the  number  of  ammunition  waggons.  There  fliall  be 
one  camel  in  each  divifion,  at  the  difpofition  of  the  Officer 
of  Engineers,  to  carry  the  instruments  of  the  pioneers. 

VII.  Every  battalion  fhall  have  two  camels  to  carry  their 
baggage  :  the  Chief  of  Brigade  and  the  Quartermafter 
fhall  have  one  camel,  to  carry  the  military  cheft  and  the 
Regifters  of  the  corps;  but  they  are  not  to  have  camels  till 
the  artillery  are  fupplied. 

VIII.  The  Commanders  of  Artillery  and  of  Cavalry 
fliall  give  receipts  to  the  CGmmifTaries  at  War  for  the  ca- 
mels, horfes,  &c.   which  thev  fliall  receive. 

IX.  The  CommifTaries  at  War  fliall  fend  an  account  of 
the  ftate  of  the  camels  to  the  Chief  Commiffary ;  the  Chief 
of  Brigade  of  Cavalry  fliall  fend  an  account  to  General  Du- 
gua ;  and  the  Adjutant-general  to  the  Staff. 

X.  The  horfes  and  camels  taken  from  the  enemy  after  a 
battle,  and  after  having  killed  the  perlbn  who  was  on  it, 
will  be  paid  for  in  the  following  proportion  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
four  Louis-d'ors  for  a  horfe,  and  fix.  for.  a  camel.  The  Ge- 
neral of  Artillery  and  the  Qu^arter-Mafter-Geperal  fhall 
pay  for  thofe  which  are  delivered  to  their  refpeftive  corps. 

XI.  When  all  the  cavalry  is  mounted  the  horfes  are  to- 
be  ftnt  to  General  Dugua,  and  the  camels  to  the  park  o£ 
artillery. 

XII.  Every  foidier  who  fhall  enter  into  the  houfes  of  the 
inhabitants  to  Real  horfes  or  camels  fhall  be  punilhed. 

("Signed)  Buonaparte. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

Alex.  Berthier. 
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ORDERS. 

Buonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  Injlitute,  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 
Head  Quarters,  on  board  the  L'Orient,  Jnne  28. 
Article  I.    The  Admiral  fhall   have  the  police  of  the 
eoafts,  and  the  ports  of  the  countries  wVich  fliall  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  army  ;   all  the  regulations  which  he   fhall 
make,  and  the  orders  which  he  lhall  give,  mall  be  put  ia 
execution. 

II.  The  ports  of  Malta  and  Alexandria  fhall  be  orga- 
nized conformably  to  the  Admiral's  regulation,  as  well 
u  thofe  of  Corfou  and  Damietta, 

III.  Citizen  Le  Roy  fhall  take  upon  him  the  office 
of  Commiffary  at  Alexandria  j  and  Citizen  Vavaffeur  that 
of  Superintendent  of  the  Artillery. 

IV.  Tbe  Agents  of  the  Adroiniftration  of  the  ports  and 
roads  of  the  countries  occupied  by  the  army  fhall  cor- 
refpond  with  the  Commiffary,  Le  Roy  j  from  whom  they 
lhall  immediately  receive  their  orders. 

V.  All  the  naval  (lores  found  in  the  conquered  countries 
fliall  be  fecured  in  the  magazines  of  the  different  ports. 

VI.  All  the  failors,  under  thirty  years  of  age,  fhall  be 
put  in  requisition  for  the  fleet. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 

A  true  copy.  Jaubert. 

On  the  i  ft  of  July  the  Conful  arrived  on  hoard 
the  Admiral's  (hip;  he  ftated,  that  the  appearance  of 
the  French  frigate,  occafioned  the  immediate  adoption 
of  meafures  againft  the  Chriftian  inhabitants  of  the 
city,  and  that  he  experienced  great  difficulty  in, 
coming  away  :  he  added,  that  14  Englifh  vefTels,  ap- 
peared on  the  28th  June,  within  half  a  league  of  Alex- 
andria, and  that  Admiral  Nelfon,  after  communi- 
cating with  the  Englifh  Conful,  relative  to  the  French 
^eet,  had  directed  his  courle  towards  the  North-eait ; 
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and  laftljr,  he  informed  the  General,  that  it  was  re- 
folved  to  defend  the  city  and  forts  of  Alexandria 
againft.  the  troops  of  any  nation,  that  ftiould  attempt 
to  land. 

Whereupon  the  General  wrote  the  following 
Letter : 

Buonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  Inftitute,  Com. 

mander  in  Chief  to  the  Commander  of  the  Caraval,  at 

Alexandria. 

Head  Quarters,  on  board  the  L'Orient,  July  1. 

"  The  Beys  have  loaded  our  merchants  with  exactions, 
and  I  am  come  to  demand  reparation. 

"  I  (hall  be  at  Alexandria  to-morrow ;  but  this  ought 
not  to  alarm  you.  You  are  a  fubject  of  our  great  friend, 
the  Sultan  ;  conduit  yourfelf  accordingly  ;  but  if  you  com- 
mit the  flighted  aft  of  hoftility  againft  the  French  army,  I 
ihall  treat  you  as  an  enemy,  and  you  will  have  no  one  to 
blame  for  it  but  yourfelf;  for  fuch  a  thing  is  far  from  my 
intention,  and  from  my  heart. 

Your's, 

Buonaparte." 

"  It  was  now  apprehended,"  fays  General  Berthier, 
- '*  that  the  Englifh  fleet  would  fuddenly  appear,  and 
attack  us,  at  a  moment,  and  in  circumftances,  the  moft 
unfavourable  for  refiftance.  Not  an  inftant  was  to 
be  loft :  the  General  in  Chief,  the  fame  evening, 
made  the  neceflary  arrangements  for  a  landing,  and 
fixed  on  the  Point  at  Marabou  as  the  fpot ;  he  or- 
dered the  fleet  to  anchor  as  near  the  Point  as  poflible; 
but  two  fhips  of  war ,  in  preparing  to  exeute  this,  ran 
foul  of  the  Admiral's  fhip,  which  caufed  the  order  to 
be  countermanded,  and  the  armament  remained  at 
its  then  fituation.  This  was  at  a  diftance  of  about 
three  leagues  from  the  fhore,  the  wind  wa»  Northerly, 
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and  blew  with  violence,  and  the  waves,  dafhing 
againff.  the  breakers  which  furround  the  coaft,  ren- 
dered the  debarkation  equally  perilous  and  difficult; 
but  neither  thefe,  nor  the  adverfe  ftate  of  the  ele- 
ments, could  retard  the  brave  men,  who  were  eager 
to  anticipate  the  hoftile  difpofitions  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

'*  Buonaparte  was  anxious  to  fuperintend  the  de- 
barkation in  perfon  ;  he  went  on  board  a  galley,  and 
was  inftantly  followed  by  a  numerous  train  of  boats, 
in  which  he  had  ordered  Generals  Bon  and  Kleber  to 
embark  fuch  parts  of  their  divifions  as  were  on  board 
the  fhips  of  war.  Generals  Defaix,  Regnier,  and  Me- 
nou,  whofe  divifions  were  on  board  the  tranfports, 
were  ordered  to  effedl  a  landing  with  their  men  in 
three  columns,  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  point  of 
Marabou.  The  fea,  in  an  inftant,  was  covered  with 
boats,  which  ftemmed  the  furious  impetuofity  of  the 
waves.  The  galley  which  carried  Buonaparte  ap- 
proached the  neareft  breakers,  whence  the  entrance 
to  the  creek  of  Marabou  was  difcovered  ;  he  there 
waited  for  thofe  boats  that  had  orders  to  join  him, 
but  they  arrived  not  at  the  place  till  after  fun-fet, 
and  were  unable,  during  the  night,  to  penetrate  the 
ledge  of  breakers.  At  length,  very  early  in  the  "morn- 
ing, the  General  in  Chief,  effected  a  landing,  at  the 
head  of  the  foremoft  troops,  who  immediately  formed 
in  the  Defart,  about  three  leagues  from  Alexandria." 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

Motives  which  induced  the  Invajion  of  Egy/it  by  BuO' 
naparte. — Louis  Buonaparte's  Letter  to  his  Brother  Jo- 
fej>h,  detailing  the  taking  ef  Alexandria. — Buonaparte's 
Proclamation  to  the  People  of  Egypt.— 'His  Invocation  to 
Fortune  on  his  landing.'— The  French  harajjed  by  the  Be- 
douins .—ConduSl  of  the  Cheriff  of  Coraim. — Animad- 
vetfon  on  Berthier's  Account  of  the  Arabians  .—Buona- 
parte's Orders  to  the  People  of  Alexandria. — Proclama- 
tion to  the  Egyptians. — Defaix  arrives  at  Demenhur. 
—Fatigues  and  Dangers  of  the  Troops  from  the  Ma- 
melukes. 

ilT  would  be  a  wafte  of  time  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  all  the  military  arrangements  that  have  been  pom- 
poufly  given  by  fome  French  writers,  as  preparatory 
to  the  attack  upon  Alexandria.  No  fuch  prepara- 
tions were  neceflary ;  the  fortrefles  were  in  ruins,  and 
the  people,  unconfcious  of  having  any  enemy  tofear, 
wholly  unprepared  to  defend  themfelves.  When 
Berthier  talks  of  his  foldiers  as  «'  brave  men,"  who 
were  "  eager  to  anticipate  the  hoftiledifpofltionsof  the 
inhabitants,"  he  derogates  from  the  rdpcclability  of 
his  own  character,  and  places  himfelf  in  the  light  of 
an  accomplice,  with  a  captain  of  a  band  of  free- 
bdoters,  rather  than  the  companion  of  a  great  Ge- 
neral. What  he  calls  "anticipation,"  was,  in  faci, 
provocation  of  the  hoftile  difpofition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  there  cannot  be  the  fmalleft  affinity  to 
bravery  in  that  breaft  which  would  traverfe  the 
ocean  for  the  purpofe  of  fee  king  a  quarrel,  which  it 
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might  wholly  avoid  by  remaining  at  home.  It  was 
not  bravery,  but  cowardice,  that  led  on  the  invafion 
of  Egypt,  as  well  as  Malta,  and  of  many  other  places 
that  have  been  invaded  by  Buonaparte.  Attack  this 
power,  becaufe  it  is  weak,  and  leave  that  power,  be- 
caufe  it  is  ftrong,  is  a  policy  fo  predominant  in  the 
mind  of  every  leading  Frenchman,  that  he  betrays  it 
in  every  fyllable  he  utters,  and  every  act  he  per- 
forms. That  this  was  the  feeling  by  which  Buona- 
parte was  actuated,  at  the  moment  of  which  we  are 
fpeaking,  is  acknowledged  by  Berthier  himfelf,  and 
it  was  a  principle  fo  perfectly  eftablifhed  amongft 
them,  that  he  dates  it  without  being  aware  of  his  indif- 
cretionin  fo  doing.  "Buonaparte,"  he  fays,  "haften- 
ed  tojlyfrom  the  Englifh  :"  Why  ?  becaufe  they  were 
a  match  for  him ;  and  he  haftened  to  fly  ujzon  the 
Egyptians :  Why  r  becaufe  they  were  not  a  match 
for  him.  Well,  then,  thefe  people  being  incapable 
of  defending  themfelves,  Buonaparte  attacked  them, 
overcame  them  by  numbers,  and  fubdued  them. 

The  account  of  the  firft  proceedings,  as  given  by 
Louis  Buonaparte,  the  perlon  who  is  now  ftyled 
King  of  Holland,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother  Jofeph, 
dated  Alexandria,  July  6,  fo  plainly  proves  the  de- 
fencelefs  ftate  of  the  people ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  is  lefs  bombaftic  than  other  French  accounts,  that 
we  mail  give  his  narrative : 

"  At  break  of  day  on  the  2d  we  inverted  Alex- 
andria, after  driving  into  the  town  feveral  fmall  de- 
tachments of  cavalry.  The  enemy  defended  them- 
felves like  men*;  the  artillery  which  they  planted 

*  Yet  thofe  tender-hearted  Frenchmen,  who  came  to 
vifit  them  in  pure  friendship,  to  introduce  liberty  and  hap- 
pinefs  amongft  them,  could   not  be  reftrained  from  pil- 
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on  the  walls  was  wretchedly  ferved,  but  their  muf- 
ketry    was    excellent.     Thefe  people  have  no  idea 
of  children's    play ;   they   either  kill,  or   are  killed. 
The  firft  inclofure,  however,  that  is  to  fay,  that   of 
the  city  of  the  Arabs,  was    carried  ;    and,  foon  after 
the  fecond,  in  fpite  of  the  fire  from  the  houfes.  The 
forts,  which  are  on  the  coaft  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
city,  were  then  inverted ;  and  in  the  evening  capi- 
tulated. 

"  Since  the  2d  of  July  we  have  been  engaged  in 
difembarking  the  troops,  the  artillery,  and  the  bag- 
gage. General  Defaix  is  at  Demanhur,  on  the  Nile  ; 
the  refi  of  the  army  is  to  follow  him. 

"  The  place  where  we  difembnrked  is  about  two 
leagues  from  hence,  at  the  tower  of  Marabout,  or  the 
Jfles  des  Arabes.  The  two  firft  days  we  had  a  num- 
ber of  ftragglers  cut  off  by  the  Arab  and  Mameluke 
cavalry.  I  imagine  that  we  have  loft  about  100 
killed,  and  as  many  wounded.  The  Generals  Kleber, 
Menou,  and  Lafcalle,  are  wounded. 

"  I  fend  you  the  Proclamation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  which  has  produced  an  effect  alto- 
gether aftonifhing.  The  Bedouins,  enemies  of  the 
Maiu?:"k?s;  and  who?  propeily  fpeaking,  are  nei- 
ther more  nor  lefs  than  fntrepid  robbers,  fent  us 
back,  as  foon  as  they  had  read  it,  30  of  our  people, 
whom  they  had  made  •  prifoners,  with  an  offer  of 
their  Cervices  againft  the  Mamelukes.  We  have 
treated  them  kindly  :  they  are  an  invincible  people, 
inhabiting  a  burning  defart,  mounted  on  the  fleeted 

laging  the  city,  and  maffacreing  its  inhabitants,  during  the 
fpace  of  four  hours,  until,  in  the  polite  and  inotfenfive  lan- 
guage of  Berthier,  "  a  great  daughter  took  place." 
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borfes  in  the  world,  and  full  of  courage :  they  live 
with  their  wives  and  children  in  flying  camps,  which 
are  never  pitched  two  nights  together  in  the  fame 
place.  They  are  horrible  favages,  and  yet  they  have 
fome  notion  of  gold  and  frlver ;  a  fmall  quantity  of 
it  ferves  to  excite  their  admiration.  Yes,  my  dear 
brother,  they  love  gold  ;  they  pafs  their  lives  in  ex- 
torting it  from  fuch  Europeans  as  fall  into  their 
hands;  and  for  what  purpofe: — for  continuing  the 
courfe  of  life  which  I  have  defcribed,  and  for  teach- 
ing it  to  their  children.  O,  Jean  Jacques!  why  was 
it  not  thy  fate  to  fee  thofe  men,  whom  thou  call'lt 
"  the  men  of  nature  ?"  thou  would'ft  fink  with  fhame, 
thou  would'ft  ftartle  with  horror  at  the  thought  of 
having  once  admired  them  ! 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  brother,  let  me  hear  from  you 
foon.  I  fuffered  a  great  deal  on  our  paflage ;  this 
climate  kills  me;  we  fhall  be  fo  altered  that  you 
will  difcover  the  change  at  a  league's  diflance. 

"  The  remarkable  objects  here  are,  Pompey's  co- 
lumn, the  obelifks  of  Cleopatra,  the  fpot  where  her 
baths  once  ftood,  a  number  of  ruins,  a  fubterra- 
neous  temple,  fome  catacombs,  mofques,  and  a  few 
churches.  But  what  is  ftill  more  remarkable,  is  the 
character  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants i  they  are 
of  a  fang-froid  abfolutely  aftonifhing:  nothing  agi- 
tates them  j  and  death  itfelf  is  to  them,  what  a  voy- 
age to  America  is  to  the  Englifh. 

"  Their  exterior  is  impofing  :  rhe  moft  marked  phy- 
firgnomies  amongft  us  are  mere  children's  counte- 
nances compared  to  theirs.  The  women  wrap  them- 
fclves  up  in  a  riece  of  cloth,  which  partes  over  their 
heads,  and  defoends  in  front  to' the  eyebrows:  the 
poorer  fort  cover  the  whole  of  their  face  with  linen, 
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leaving  only  two  (mail  apertures  for  the  eyes;  fo 
that,  if  this  ftfange  veil  happens  to  be  a  little  fhri- 
velled,  or  ftained,  they  look  like  fo  many  hob- 
goblins. 

-  '*  Their  forts  and  thei>  artillery  are  the  moft  ridi- 
culous things  in  nature  :  they  have  not  even  a  lock, 
nor  a  window  to  their  houfes ;  in  a  word,  they  are 
ftill  involved  in  all  the  blindnefs  of  the  earlieft 
ages. 

"  Oh  !  how  many  mifanthropes  would  be  con- 
verted, if  chance  fhould  conduct  them  into  the  midft 
of  the  Defarts  of  Arabia!" 

Buonaparte,  on  eftablifliing  his  head  quarters  at 
Alexandria,  iflued  the  following 

PROCLAMATION 

I 

IN   THE   ARABIC   LANGUAGE. 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  gracious  and  merciful.— There 
is  no  God  but  God  ;  he  has  no  Son  or  aflbciate  in  his 
kingdom. 

"  The  prefent  moment,  which  is  deflined  for  the  pu- 
nifliment  of  the  Eeys,  has  been  long  anxioufly  expected. 
The  Beys,  coming  from  the  mountains  of  Georgia  and 
Bajars,  have  defolated  this  beautiful  country,  long  infulted 
and  treated  with  contempt  the  French  nation,  and  op- 
prcffed  her  merchants  in  various  ways.  Bonaparte,  the 
General  of  the  French  Republic,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  is  now  arrived  j  and  the  Almighty,  the 
Lord  of  both  wotlds,  has  fea'ed  the  deftruclion  of  the 
Beys, 

"  Inhabitants  of  Egypt  !  When  the  Beys  tell  you  the 
French  are  come  to  deftroy  your  religion,  believe  thenx 
not:  it  is  an  abfolute  falfehood.  Anfwer  thofe  deceivers,- 
that  they  are  only  come  to  refcue  the  rights  of  the  poor 
from  the  hands  of  their  tyrants,  and  that  the  French  ador* 
5  i  3 
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the  Supreme  Being,  and  honour  the  Prophet  and  his  holy 
Koran.  ' 

"  All  men  are  equal  in  the  eyes  of  God:  uuderftand- 
inS>  ingenuity,  and  fciencc,  alone  make  a  difference  be* 
tween  them  :  as  the  Beys,  therefore,  do  not  poffefs  any 
of  thefe  qualitiesf  they  cannot  be  worthy  to  govern  the 
country. 

"  Vet  are  they  the  only  poffeffors  of  extenfive  tracts  of 
lands,  beautiful  female  flaves,  excellent  horfes,  magnificent 
palaces !'  Have  they  then  received  an  exclufive  privilege 
from  the  Almighty  ?  if  fo,  let  them  produce  it.  But  the 
Supreme  Being,  who  is  juft  and  merciful  towards  all  man- 
kind, wills,  that,  in  future,  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt 
fhall  be  prevented  from  attaining  to  the  firft  employments, 
and- the  higheft  honours. — The  adminiftration,  which  fhall 
be  conducted  by  perfons  of  intelligence,  talents,  and  fore- 
fighr,  will  be  productive  of  happinefs  and  fecurity.  The 
tyranny  and  avarice  of  the  Beys  have  laid  wafte  Egypr, 
which  was  formerly  fo  populous  and  well  cultivated-. 

"  The  French  are  true  Muffulmen  !  Not  long  fince 
tley  marched  to  Rome,  and  overthrew  the  throne  cf  the 
Pope,  who  excited  the  Chriftians  againft  the  profeffors  of 
Iflamifm  (the  Mahometan  religion).  Afterwards  they 
directed  their  courfe  to  Malta,  and  drove  out  the  unbe- 
lievers, who  imagined  they  were  appointed  by  God  to 
make  war  on  the  Muffulmen.  The  French  have  at  all 
times  been  the  true  and  fincere  friends  of  the  Ottoman 
Emperors,  and  the  enemies  of  their  enemies.  May  the 
empire  of  the  Sultan,  therefore,  be  eternal  ;  but  may 
the  Beys  of  Egypt,  our  oppofers,  whofe  infatiable  avarice 
has  continually  excited  difobedience  and  infubordination,  be 
trodden  in  the  duft,  and  annihilated ! 

"  Our  friendfhip  fhall  be  extended  to  thofe  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Egypt  who  fhall  join  us,  as  alfo  to  thofe  who 
fhall  remain  in  their  dwellings,  and  obferve  a  drift  neu- 
trality; and,  when  they  have  feen  our  conduct  with  their 
owij  eyes,  haften  to  fubmit  to  us;  but  the  dreadful  pu- 
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uifliment  of  death  awaits  thofe  who  fhail  take  up  arms 
for  the  Beys,  and  againft  us  :  for  them  there  (hall  be  no 
deliverance,  nor  £hall  any  trace  of  them  remain. 

Article  I.  All  places  which  (hall  be  three  leagues 
diftant  from  the  route  of  the  French  army  fliali  fend  one 
of  their  principal  inhabitants  to  the  French  General,  to 
declare  that  they  fubmit,  and  will  hoift  the  Freneh  flag, 
which  is  blue,  white,  and  red. 

II.  Every  village  which  (hall  oppofe  the  French  army 
(hall  be  burned  to  the  ground. 

III.  Every  viltege  which  (hall  fubmit  to  the  French 
(hail  hoift  the  French  flag,  and  that  of  the  Sublime  Porte, 
their  ally,  whofe  duration  be  eternal. 

IV.  The  Cheiks  and  principal  perfons  of  each  town 
and  village,  (hali  feal  up  the  houfes  and  effects  of  the  Beys, 
and  take  care  that  not  the  fmallefl;  article  (hall  be  loft. 

V.  The  Cheiks,  Cadis,  and  Imans,  (hall  continue  to 
exercife  their  refpefilive  functions  ;  and  put  up  their 
prayers,  and  perform  the  exercife  of  religious  worfliip  in 
the  mofques  and  houfes  of  prayer.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
Egypt  (hall  offer  up  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being,  and  put 
up  public  prayers  for  the  deftr'uetion  of  the  Beys. 

"  May  the  Supreme  God  make  the  glory  of  the  Sultan 
of  the  Ottomans  eterr.al!  pour-forth  his  wrath  on  the  Ma- 
melukes, and  render  glorious  the  deftiny  of  the  Egyptian 
nation. 

Buonaparte  profefles  to  rely  upon  the  infidel's 
deity,  Fortune  ;  "  Wilt  thou,  oh  Fortune  !"  exclaimed 
he,  when  hurrying  on  fhore,  for  fear  of  the  Englifh 
fleet :  "  wilt  thou,  oh  Fortune  !  abandon  me  now  !  I 
afk  only  five  days,  and  then  do  thy  vvorft :  Yet  (like 
fome  very  fagarions  believers,  who,  whilft  they  place 
all  their  faith  in  Providence,  think  it  good  policy  to 
ftimulate  the  tardy  fteps  of  that  Providence  by  the 
powerful  aid  of  their  own  thrift)  Buonaparte  thought 
it  prudent  to  have  "  two  firings  to  his  bow;"  and  it 
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appears,  by  the  Proclamation,  that  he  called  in  the 
aid  of  Hypocrify.    It  fhould  feem,  on  firft  comparing 
this  Proclamation  with  the  Letter  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Malta,  that  the  diflimulation  was  too  grofs  to  have 
been  read  without  difguft,  even  by  thofe  Frenchmen 
who  were  interefted  in  its  confequences :  but  fuch 
feems  to  be  the  effect  of  power,  that  the  crimes  of 
men  in  authority  not  only  pafs  unobferved,  but  even 
find  apologifts.    The  Bedouins  alluded  to  by  Louis 
received  fome  prefents  from  this   general  at   their 
departure;  and  the  CherifF  Coraim,  when   he  faw 
himfelf  furrounded   by  thirty  thoufand   Frenchmen 
and  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  profeffed  himfelf 
difinclined    to  make  any  refiftance:  yet,  when  the 
Bedouins  got  away,  they  robbed  every  Frenchman 
they  met  with;  and,  after  the  CherifF  had  been //o- 
noured  by  Buonaparte  ivith  a  tri-coloured  fcarf,  he  was 
traitor  enough  to  keep  up  a   correfpondence  with 
fome  of  his  old  friends,  the  Mamelukes  in  the  coun- 
try, (although  they  had  received  no  fcarves)  merely 
becaufe  they  had  been  the  companions  of  his  childhood 
and  he  had  no  quarrel  with  them.     Denou  can  trace 
no  other  motive  for  this  conduct  than  the  habitual 
diflimuletion  of  a  favage  mind;   and  Berthier  affects 
to  regard  it  with  fo  much  aftonifhment  that  he  con- 
cludes this  tale  with  an  apoftrophe :  (c  Such  are  the 
Arabians'!"    Yet  a  very  flight  acquaintance  with  the 
principles  of  juftice,  and  afingle  moment's  reflection, 
would  have  convinced  both  Denon  and  Berthier,  that 
if  diflimulation  was  an  evidence  of  a  favage  mind,  or 
if  barbarity  proved  the  exiftence  of  diflimulation,  the 
Cheriffs,  the  Arabians,  the  Beys,  and  the  Mamelukes, 
had  feen  enough  of  both  in  the  invafion  of  their 
country,  without  any  caufe  of  quarrel,  to  have  given 
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them  the  moft  utter  contempt  of  Buonaparte  and  his 
followers,  and  to  have  left  them  no  other  exclamation 
than,  *<  Such  are  Frenchmen  !" 

By  the  combined  operation  of  fraud  and  force 
Buonaparte  efhibiifhed  himfelf  at  Alexandria,  as  he 
had  done  before  at  Malta;  and  it  will  appear,  by  the 
following  Orders  of  the  day,  that  the  delicacy  of  his 
juftice  was  precifely  that  of  an  infolent  conqueror 
and  an  arrogant  tyrant. 

ORDERS. 

Bonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  Injiitute,  Com- 
mander  in  Chief. 

Head  Quarters,  Alexandria,  July  3. 
Article  I.  Alt  the  people  of  Alexandria,  of  what  nation 
foever  they  may  be,  fliall  be  obliged,  twenty. four  hours 
after  the  publication  of  the  prefent  order,  to  depofit,  in  a 
place  marked  out  by  the  commander  of  the  town,  all  their 
fire-arms.  The  muftis,  the  imans,  and  the  cheiks,  alone 
fhall  be  permitted  to  keep  their  arms,  and  to  bear  them. 

II.  All  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  of  what  nation 
foever  they  may  be,  (hall  be  obliged  to  wear  the  tri-coloured 
cockade.  The  muftis  alone  (hall  have  the  privilege  of 
wearing  a  tri-coloured  fliawl.  The  Commander  in  Chief, 
however,  referves  to  himfelf  the  right  of  granting  the  fame 
favour  to  fuch  of  the  Cheiks  as  fliall  diftingmfli  thernfelves 
by  their  knowledge,  their  prudence,. and  their  virtue. 

III.  The  troops  fliall  pay  military  honour  to  every  one 
who,  in  confequence  of  the  preceding  article,  fliall  wear  a 
tri-coloured  fliawl  ;  and  whenever  fuch  perfuns  fliall  viiit 
the  fuperior  officer,  or  any  of  the  conftituted  authorities, 
they  ihall  be  received  with  all  the  refpeft  which  is  due  to 
them. 

IV.  Foreign  agents,  to  what  power  fo  ever  they  may 
belong,  are  exprtfsly  prohibited  from  difplaying  their  flag! 
on  their  terraces.     The  confuls  alone  ihall  have  the  pri- 
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vilege  of  writing  over  their  doors  the  nature  of  their  em- 
ploy :  «  Conful  of  ■ " 

V.  The  prefent  order  £hall  be  translated,  without  delay, 
into  Arabic,  and  communicated  to  the   moft  diuinguifhed 
inhabitants,     The  Cheriff  ftiall  have  it  proclaimed  through 
the  lewn,  that  every  one  may  be  obliged  to  conform  to  it. 
(Signed)     Bonaparte. 

Having  taken  up  the  idea  of  the  inhabitants  and 
people  being  only  barbarians  and  favages,  Buona- 
parte took  care  to  treat  them  as  perfon3  too  ignorant 
to  exercife  any  of  the  reasoning  faculties :  the  next 
Proclamation  calls  upon  them  for  the  moft  implicit 
reliance  on  his  honour  and  Aiendfliip,  in  the  very 
Paper  which  acknowledges  him  the  ally  of  the  Grand 
Seignior,  whofc  territories  he  had  thus  wrefled  from 
him! 

Bon  apart*,  Member  of  the  National  btjitute,  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 
Alexandria,  July  the        6th  Year  of  the  Republic  One 
and  Indivisible,  the  of  the  Month  of  Muhar- 

rera,  the  Year  of  the  Hegira  1213. 

"  For  a  long  time  the  Beys,  who  g?»erp  Egypt,  have 
infulted  the  French  nation,  and  covered  her  merchs.^t?  with 
injuries  :  the  hour  of  their  chaftifement  is  come. 

"  For  too  long  a  time  this  rabble  of  flaves,  purchafed  in 
CaucsVis  and  in  Georgia,  has  tyrannifed  over  the  faireft 
part  or  the  world  ;  but  God,  on  whom  everything  depends, 
has  decreed  that  their  empire  (hall  be  no  more. 

"  People  of  Egypt!  you  will  be  told  that  I  am  come  to 

deftroy  your  religion  ;  do  not  believe  it :  reply,  That  I  am 

.come  t »  re  Mere  your  rights,  to  punifh  ufurpers  ;  and  that 

a  reverence,   more  than  the  Mamelukes  themfelves,  God 

his  prophet  Mahomet,  and  the  Koran  : 

"  Tell  them,  that  all  men  are  equal  before  God  j  wif- 
dom,  talents,  and  virtue,  are  the  only  things  which  make  a 
difference  between  them  : 
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"  Now,  what  wifdom,  what  talents,  what  virtues,  hare 
the  Mamelukes,  that  they  fhould  boaft  the  exclufive  pof- 
feffion  of  everything  that  can  render  life  agreeable  ? 

"  If  Egypt  is  their  farm,  let  them  fhew  the  leafe  which 
God  has  given  them  of  it:  but  God  is  juft  and  merciful  to 
the  people. 

"  All  the  Egyptians  mail  be  appointed  to  all  the  public 
fituations  :  the  mod  wife,  the  mod  intelligent,  and  the  mod 
virtuous,  fhall  govern  ;  and  the  people  fhall  be  happy. 

"  There  were  formerly  among  you  great  cities,  great 
canals,  and  a  great  commerce  :  what  has  deftroyed  them  all? 
what,  but  the  avarice,  the  injuftice,  and  the  tyranny  of  the 
Mamelukes  ? 

"  Cadis!  Cheiks !  Imans  !  Tchorbadgis!  tell  the  peo- 
ple that  we  are  the  friends  of  the  true  Muffulmen  :  is  it 
r.ot  us  who  have  deftroyed  the  Pope  ;  who  laid  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  make  war  on  Muffulmen  !  Is  it  not  us  who 
have  deftroyed  the  Knights  of  Malta,  becaufe  thefe  mad- 
men believed  that  it  was  the  good  pleafure  of  God  that 
they  fhould  make  war  on  Muffulmen  ?  Is  it  not  us  who 
have  been,  in  all  ages,  the  friends  of  the  Grand  Seignior, 
Con  whofe  defires  be  the  blefling  of  God  !  )  and  the  enemy 
of  his  enemies?  and,  on  the  contrary,  have  not  the  Ma- 
melukes always  revolted  againft  the  authority  of  the  Grand 
Seignior?  which  they  refufeto  recognife  at  this  moment. 

"  Thrice  happy  thofe  who  fhall  be  with  us  !  they  fhall 
profper  in  their  fortune  and  their  rank  :  happy  thofe  who 
fhall  be  neutral!  they  lhali  have  time  to  know  us  tho- 
roughly, and  they  will  range  themfelves  on  our  fide  : 

"  But  woe  !  woe!  woe  !  to  thofe  who  fhall  take  up  arms 
in  favour  of  the  Mamelukes,  and  combat  againll  us  1  there 
fhall  be  no  hope  for  them  :  they  fhail  all  perilh  !" 

(Signed)     Bonaparte. 
A  true  copy.       (Signed)     Berthiek. 

To  fecure  every  pofiible  advantage  it  was  necefTarv 
to  profit  by  that  terror  which  the  French  arms  had 
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infpired,  and  to  march  immediately  againft  the  Ma- 
melukes, before  they  mould  have  time  to  arrange  a 
fyfiem  of  attack  or  defence:  with  this  view  the 
General  ordered  Defaix,  who  had  arrived  with  his 
divifion,  to  take  with  him  two  field-pieces  that  were 
landed,  and  to  proceed,  without  delay,  through  the 
Defart,  on  the  route  to  Cairo  ;  that  general,  accord- 
ingly, on  the  6th,  at  rived  at  Demenhur,  after  being 
harrafled  by  the  Arabs,  who  fkirmifhed  with  the  ad- 
vanced guards ;  no  one  could  ftir  from  their  columns : 
Defaix  was  nearly  taken  prifoner  not  more  than  fifty 
paces  in  the  rear;  and  Le  Meriar,  having  wandered 
from  his  place  through  abfence  of  mind,  fell  a  fa- 
crifice  within  one  hundred  paces  of  the  advanced 
guard.  Within  a  few  yards  of  the  troops,  by  paffing 
a  ravin,  Delanau,  an  adjutant,  was  made  prifoner; 
and  the  Arabs  fettled  a  quarrel,  that  had  arifen 
amongft  themfelves  about  fharing  the  ranfom,  by 
blowing  out  his  brains!  Here  the  Mamelukes,  who 
had  been  feen  on  a  reconnoitering  party  at  Demen- 
hur, prefented  themfelves  in  front  of  the  army  :  thefe 
horfemen,  always  looking  on  infantry  with  contempt, 
retired,  and,  certain  of  victory,  ceafed  to  harafs  a 
march,  which  in  itfelf,  and  under  a  burning  fun,  gave 
nothing  but  hunger  and  third,  which  the  delufive 
appearance  of  the  foil  much  heightened:  the  foldiers 
cried  for  bread,  while  the  dazzling  funbeams,  playing 
on  a  fandy  foil,  difplayed  a  refemblance  to  water  fo 
exaft  as  to  deceive,  not  only  the  ftranger,  but  thofe 
who  had  before  witneffed  the  fame  phenomenon. 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

Buonaparte  arranges  the  Debarkation  of  the  Remainder 
of  the  Trco/ts,  and  direcls  the  March  of  the  various  Di- 
vi/ions.— -The  main  Army  leaves  Alexandria. — Is  harajfed 
in  its  march  by  the  Arabs. — Battle  ivith  the  Mamelukes 
at  Chebreijfe. — -Fiolence  of  the  French  in  Egyjit.—Maf- 
facre  at  Salmi  a. —  Buonaparte's  Engagements  with  the 
Mamelukes  near  the  Pyramids. — Retreat  of  Murad  Bey. 
—Buona/iarte  enters  Cairo. 

BUONAPARTE  having  eftablifhed  a  Divan,  and 
appointed  General  Kleber,  Commandant  at  Alex- 
andria, gave  orders  that  the  tranfport  veftels  fnould 
come  into  the  port  of  that  city,  and  immediately 
proceed  to  land  the  horfes,  provifions,  and  every- 
thing with  which  they  were  laden,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
expedition  :  the  utmoft  diligence  was  ufed  on  this 
occafion,  as  well  by  night,  as  by  day.  The  port  not 
being  capable  of  admitting  the  fhips  of  war,  they 
remained  at  anchor  in  the  road,  at  fome  diftance, 
which  circumftance  rendered  the  landing  of  the  bat- 
tering cannon  a  work  of  great  difficulty. 

Buonaparte  fettled  with  Admiral  Brueys,  that  the 
fleet  fhould  anchor  at  Aboi'Lir,  where  the  road  is 
good,  and  the  landing  eafy ;  and  whence  a  commu- 
nication might  be  kept  open  with  Rofetta,  as  well  as 
with  Alexandria;  at  the  fame  time  he  ordered  the 
Admiral  to  caufe  the  channel  of  the  old  port  of 
Alexandria  to  be  carefully  founded  and  examined, 
his  intention  being  that  the  fquadron  fhould  after- 
wards, if  poffible,  enter  it ;  or,  in  cafe  it  was  foutul 
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impracticable,  that  ii  fhould  proceed  to  Corfu. 
Every  confederation  required  that  the  debarkation 
fhould  be  as  fpeedily  completed  as  pofiible ;  the  Eng- 
lifli  might  fuddenly  prefent  themfelves,  the  fqua- 
dron,  therefore,  could  not  be  too  foon  freed  from 
the  incumbrances  of  the  expedition :  it  was  alfo 
effential  to  march  againft  Cairo  to  prevent  the  Ma- 
melukes ieftroying  or  removing  the  magazines,  and 
for  this  purpofe  alfo,  it  was  neceflary,  as  expedi- 
tioufly  as  poffible,  to  land  the  troops  requifite  for 
fuch  an  operation.  During  thefe  proceedings,  Buo- 
naparte infpecled  the  town  and  fortifications ;  he 
gave  orders  for  the  erection  of  new  works,  and 
took  every  meafure  that  tended  in  a  civil,  as  well 
as  a  military  point  of  view,  to  enfure  the  tranquility 
and  defence  of  the  city:  and,  finally,  he  arranged 
everything,  fo  that  the  troops  intended  for  the  pur- 
pofe were  foon  enabled  to  march. 

Two  routes  lead  from  Alexandria  to  Cairo,  the 
firft  is  through  the  Defart,  by  Damanhour;  to  pro- 
ceed by  the  fecond,  it  is  neceflary  to  arrive  at  Ro- 
fetta,  by  the  feafide,  and  crofling  at  the  diftance  of 
a  league  from  Aboukir,  a  ftrait  of  about  200  toifes 
wide,  which  joins  the  lake  Madie  to  the  fea;  but  to 
go  by  this  route,  for  which  they  were  entirely  unpre- 
pared, would  neceflarily  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
army.  Neverthelefs,  Buonaparte  caufed  a  fmall 
flotilla  to  be  prepared,  which  he  intended  fhould 
proceed  up  the  Nile.  This  flotilla  was  commanded 
by  Citizen  Perree,  Chief  of  Divifion,  and  confifted 
of  feven  fmall  floops,  three  gun-boats,  and  a  xebeck, 
which  would  have  been  a  confiderable  afliftance  to  the 
army,  had  the  route  of  Rofetta  been  taken,  in  carry- 
ing the  baggage,  and  provifions  of  the  troops,  and 


KAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  379 

eo-operating  with  them  on  all  occafions:  bait  the 
French  had  not  yet  taken  pofletfion  of  Rofetta,  and 
in  proceeding  by  that  route  Buonaparte  would  have 
retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  army  t  j  Cairo,  at  lead 
eight  or  ten  days :  he,  therefore,  determined  to  ad- 
vance through  the  Defart,  by  Damanhour,  and  by 
this  route  General  Defaix  had  been  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed. 

The  divifion  of  Kleber,  commanded  by  General 
Dugua,  received  orders  to  proceed,  together  with  the 
difmounted  cavalry,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  in 
order  to  cover  the  entrance  of  the  French  flotilla  into 
that  river;  the  general  was  alfo  inftructed  to  take 
pofleffion  of  Rofetta,  toeftablifli  therein  a  provifional 
divan,  to  leave  a  garrifon  in  the  place,  to  ered  a 
battery  at  Lifbe,  and  to  embark  a  quantity  of  rice  in 
the  flotilla:  after  which  he  was  ordered  to  proceed 
wwards  Cairo,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nile,  in  order 
to  join  the  army  near  Rahmanieh,  and  the  flotilla 
was  to  proceed  up  the  river  with  all  poflible  expe- 
dition. 

The  main  army  left  Alexandria  on  the  6th  and  7th 
of  July :  during  their  march  they  were  greatly  ha- 
rafled  by  the  Arabs,  who  had  filled  up  all  the  wells  at 
Beda  and  at  Birkit;  fo  that  the  foldiers,  fcorched  by 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  felt  all  the  torments  of  a  parch- 
ing thirft,  which  they  had  no  means  of  aUTuaging. 
The  wells,  which  generally  yield  a  little  brae  kiln 
water,  were  explored,  but  a  little  muddy  water  could 
alone  be  obtained,  and,  at  the  moment,  a  glafs  of  the 
pure  element  would  have  fold  for  its  weight  in  gold  ! 
The  Arabs  never  appeared  in  great  numbers,  al- 
though many  Ikirmifhes  took  place,  in  one  of  which 
the  general  de  brigade,  Mireur,  was  mortally  wounded. 
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On  the  ioth  when  the  army  waa  proceeding  on  its 
march  for  Ramanieh,the  paucity  of  the  wells  obliged 
the  divifions  of  Generals  Menou,  Regnier,  and  Bon, 
to  'halt.     The    foldiers   foon  difcovered   the  Nile: 
accoutred  as  they  were,   they  plunged  in,  and  drank 
plentifully  of  a  water,  comparatively,  delicious.     But, 
fpeedily,  the  drums  recalled  them  to  their  colours ; 
a  corps  of  about   eight   hundred  Mamelukes  were 
perceived  approaching,  in  order  of  battle,  the  foldiers 
ran  to  their  arms,  the  enemy  retired,  and  took  the 
route  to  Damanhour,  where  they  encountered  the  di- 
vifion  of  General  Defaix,  who  had  not  advanced; 
the  difcharge  of  cannon  announced  an  action.    Buo- 
naparte inftantly  marched  againft  the  Mamelukes,  but 
the  artillery  of  General  Defaix,  had  already  com- 
pelled them  to  retreat;  they  were  foon  put  to  flight, 
leaving  40  men  killed  or  wounded.     Parmentier,  of 
the    16th  demi-brigade,  was  killed  in  this  affair,  as 
was  one  of  the  guides  attached  to  the  cavaliy  ;  ten  of 
the  infantry  were  flightly  wounded.     The  troops  ex- 
ha ufted    by  fatigue  and   privations,  were  greatly  in 
want  of  repofe ;    and   the    horfes   unavoidably  ha- 
raffed  and  enfeebled  by  the  voyage,  required  it  ftill 
more.     Thcfe  confiderations  induced  Buonaparte  to 
halt  at  Rahmaniech,  the  nth  and  12th,  when  he  ex- 
peeled   the  flotilla,  and  the  divifion  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Dugua. 

This  General  had  taken  poffefiion  of  Rofetta with- 
out any  obllacle,  and,  by  forced  marches,  joined  the 
army  at  the  expected  period.  With  refpeel  to  the 
flotilla,  he  announced,  that  it  afcended  the  river 
with  great  difficulty,  in  confequence  of  the  lownefs 
oi  the  water ;  however,  it  arrived  on  the  night  of 
the  24th,  and,  during  the  fame  night,  the  army  fet 
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out  for  Miniet-el-Sayd,- where  it  refted  ;  and  the  13th, 
before  day-break,  it  proceeded  again  on  its  march.  » 

In  the  courfe  of  that  day  the  Mamelukes,  to  the 
number  of  about  4,000,  were  difcovered  at  the 
diftance  of  a  ieague:  their  right  was  covered  by  the 
village  of  Chebreifle,  in  which  they  placed  fome  piece* 
of  cannon,  and  alfo  by  the  Nile,  on  which  they  had 
a  flotilla,  confifting  of  gun-boats  and  armed  dgerms. 
Buonaparte  ordered  the  French  flotilla  to  continue 
its  courfe,  difpofing  itfelf  fo  as  to  co-operate  with 
the  left  of  the  army,  and  to  engage  the  enemy's 
veflels,  at  the  moment  the  former  fliould  attack  the 
Mamelukes,  and  the  village  of  Chebreifle.  The  vio» 
lence  of  the  wind  deranged  this  plan :  the  flotilla 
pafled  the  left  of  the  army,  and  was  driven  nearly  a 
league  higher  up,  where  it  was  compelled  to  engage 
at  a  great  difadvantage,  inafmuch  as  it  had,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  fuftain  the  fire  of  the  Mamelukes,  the 
Fellahs,  (peafants  or  hufbandmen)  and  the  Arabs, 
and  to  defend  itfelf  againft  the  enemy's  flotilla. 

A  number  of  the  Fellahs,  led  on  by  a  party  of 
Mamelukes,  advanced  into  the  river,  and  getting  on 
board  fome  dgerms,  they  poflefled  themfelves  of  c^e 
galley,  and  a  gun-boat.  The  commander,  Perree, 
difpofed  his  force  fo  as  to  make  a  fuccefsful  attack  in. 
his  turn,  and  fpeedily  retook  the  galley  and  the  gun- 
boat. His  xebeck,  which  on  all  fides  dealt  fire  and 
death,  prevented  the  .recapture  of  thofe  veflels,  and 
deftroyed  feveral  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats :  he  was 
powerfully  fupported  in  this  unequal  contefl  by  the 
cdolnefs  and  intrepidity  of  General  Andreofly,  and 
by  the  Citizens  Monge,  Berthollet,  Junot,  Payeur, 
*  k  3 
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and  Bourienne,  fecretary  to  Buonaparte,  who  were 
on  board  the  xebeck. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  noife  of  the  artillery  made 
known  to  Buonaparte  that  the  flotilla  was  engaged ; 
he  marched  the  army  aupas  de  charge,  and,  approach- 
ing Chebreifle,  he  perceived  the  Mamelukes  ranged 
in  order  of  battle  in  front  of  the  village.  The  Ge- 
neral in  Chief  reconnoitred  the  pofition,  and  imme- 
diately formed  the  army  ;  it  was  compoied  of  five 
divifions,  each  divifion  formed  a  fquare,  prefeming 
at  each  fide  a  front  of  fix  deep,  the  artillery  was 
placed  at  the  angles,  and  in  the  centre  the  cavalry 
and  baggage.  The  grenadiers  of  each  fquare  formed 
platoons  which  flanked  the'  divifions,  and  were  in- 
tended to  reinforce  the  points  of  attack.  The 
miners,  and  thofe  charged  with  the  depot  of  ar- 
tillery, polled  and  barricaded  themfelves  in  two  vil- 
lages in  the  rear,  to  fecure  places  of  retreat  in  cafe 
of  that  event.  The  Mamelukes,  at  this  time,  were 
,not  more  than  half  a  league  from  the  army.  Sud- 
denly they  advanced  in  crowds,  without  order  or 
form,  and  wheeled  about  on  the  Hanks  and  on  the 
recr;  other  marles  fell  with  impetuofity  on  the  right 
and  front  of  the  army  :  they  were  fuffered  to  ap- 
proach until  the  grape-fliot  could  effectually  play 
v.pon  them,  when  the  artillery  opened,  and  they  were 
foon  put  to  flight.  Some  of  the  braveft  nifhed, 
labre  in  hand,  upon  the  piatoons  on  the  flanks ;  the 
onfet  was  received  with  firinnefs,  and  nearly  the 
whole  were  killed  by  the  fire  of  the  fmall  arms,  or  by 
the  bayonet. 

Emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,  the  army  advanced 
rapidly   sgainft  the  village  of  Chebreifle,   which  the 
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right  wing  was  ordered  to  attack.  This  port  was 
carried  after  a  feeble  refiftance :  the  defeat  of  the 
Mamelukes  was  complete,  they  fled  in  diforder  to- 
wards Cairo  ;  their  flotilla  retreated  up  the  Niie 
with  all  poflible  expedition.  The  lofs  of  the  Ma- 
melukes exceeded  600  men,  of  whom  more  were 
killed  than  wounded  ;  that  of  the  French  was  about 
70,  befides  the  lofs  on  board  the  flotilla. 

The  Commandant  Perree,  in  his  account  of  the 
affair  fays,  "  I  had  20  of  my  men  wounded  and  fe- 
veral  killed.  A  ball  ftruck  my  fword  out  of  my 
hand,  and  carried  away  a  piece  of  my  left  arm.  I 
do  not  think,  however,  that  it  will  be  attended 
with  any  bad  confequencea ;  indeed,  it  is  already 
nearly  well. 

"  I  cannot  defcribe  to  you  what  we  fuffqred  in 
this  expedition  :  we  were  reduced  for  feveral  days  to 
fubuft  entirely  on  water-melons,  during  which  we 
were  conftantly  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  Arabs, 
although,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  killed  and 
wounded,  we  always  came  off  victorious.  The  Nile 
is  very  far  from  anfwering  the  description  I  had 
received  of  it :  it  winds  inceflantly,  and  is  withal 
very  Shallow." 

There  is,  however,  one  circumftance  that  at- 
tended this  fkirmifli,  which  none  of  the  French 
writers  like  to  mention  ;  namely,  that  the  Mame- 
lukes accomplished  their  end  by  getting  a  tempo- 
rary pofleflion  of  the  flotilla;  for  each  carried  off  as 
much  of  the  baggage  as  he  could,  and,  when  the 
gallant  Frenchmen  recovered  their  fquadron,  they 
found  that  they  "  had  nothing  left  but  what  was  on 
their  backs  I" 

After  the    adioa  was  over  Buonaparte  ordered 
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the  General  of  Brigade,  Zayoncheck,  to  proceed, 
with  about  500  dismounted  cavalry,  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Nile,  in  a  route  parallel  to  the  march 
of  the  army,  which  advanced  on  the  left  bank. 
The  26th  the  army  halted  at  Shabour,  and  on  the 
27th  at  Comfcherif:  it  was  inceflantly  haraffed  du- 
ring the  march,  by  the  Arabs;  it  could  not  advance 
farther  than  the  diftance  of  a  cannon  fliot  without 
falling  into  an  ambufcade.  The  affiftant  to  the  Ad- 
jutant Generals,  Gallois,  was  killed  while  earning 
an  order  from  Buonaparte ;  the  Adjutant  Denano 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Arabs,  and  was  killed. 
All  communication,  beyond  300  toifes  from  the 
rear  of  the  army  was  cut  off:  no  intelligence,  there- 
fore, could  be  forwarded  to  or  received  from  Alex- 
andria. 

All  the  villages  at  which  the  army  arrived  were 
abandoned;  neither  men  nor  cattle  were  to  be  feen  : 
the  foldiers  lay  upon  heaps  of  corn,  though  they 
had  no  bread  to  eat,  they  were  equally  deftitute  of 
animal  food,  and  fubfifted  only  upon  fome  lentils, 
and  a  kind  of  thin  cakes,  which  the  foldiers  made 
themfelves,  by  binning  the  corn.  The  army  con- 
tinued its  march  towards  Cairo,  and  on  the  19th  of 
July  General  Zayoncheck  united  with  the  main 
army,  where  the  Nile  divides  it  felt into  two  branches, 
thofe  of  Rofetta,  and  Damietta. 

It  is  hardly  pofljble  to  trace  the  march  of  the 
French  in  Egypt  without  examining  the  truth  of  a 
frequently  repeated  obfervation,  "  that  its  progrefs 
was  marked  with  blood."  So  many  acrimonious  re- 
marks have  been  made  by  the  different  Belligerent 
Powers  againft  each  other,  that  the  Cenfures  pafled  on 
either  fide  ftiould  be  received  with  great  caution, 
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and  it  would  be  even  better  that  harjli  truth  fliould  be 
altogether  rejected,  than  that  one  ftatement  fliould 
be  admitted,  originating  only  in  paflion.  The  fame 
caution  is  to  be  obferved  in  admitting  the  panegyrics 
that  have  been  parted  upon  the  different  parties  by 
their  feveral  admirers :  if  that  arofe  out  of  paflion, 
thefe  arife  out  of  flattery,  and  neither  are  entitled  to 
credit.  In  examining  the  queftion  before  us,  the 
teftimony  of  an  Englishman  may  be  doubted,  if  he 
takes  the  affirmative  fide;  nor  can  that  of  a  French- 
man be  believed  if  he  anfwers  in  the  negative  :  it 
would  be  an  extremely  different  thing  if  an  Eng- 
Hfhman  were  to  appear  on  the  negative  fide,  for  then 
he  would  adopt  an  argument  againft  himfelf,  and  the 
candour  he  would  difplay  would  demand  confidence  in 
return.  Such  being  the  fate  that  muft  attend  the 
queftion  were  the  fact  contradicted  by  an  Englifh- 
man,  it  is  entitled  to  one  directly  oppofite,  if  it  be 
fupported  by  an  affirmative  ftatement  of  a  French- 
man.' Thus  pofterity  will  doubtlefs  judge;  and  as  a 
very  few  ages  will  add  all  the  inconveniencies  arif- 
ing  out  of  diilante  of  time,  to  thole  which  we  in 
this  age  feel  to  arife  out  of  diftance  of  place,  it  will 
only  be  by  a  comparifon  of  ifolated  facts,  that  our 
fucceffors  will  be  able  to  form  any  opinion  of  thofe 
events.  Having  premifed  thus  much,  no  apology 
can  be  required  for  introducing  a  fingle  fact,  an 
ftated  by  M.  Denon,  without  any  comment :  that 
traveller  was  deeply  intcrefted  ia  the  expedition; 
he  was  witnefs  of  the  defolation  which  he  relates; 
he  was  a  Frenchman,  and,  in  many  inftances,  he 
is  known  to  have  put  the  moft  favourable  con- 
traction upon  the  conduct  of  his  countrymen  ;  To 
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much  fo,  that  he  could  not  think  that  they  had 
been  guilty  of  any  crime  in  invading  and  pil- 
laging thefe  feeble  tribes,  without  any  previous 
caufe  of  quarrel !  The  ftatement  of  M.  Denon  it, 
"  That  ihe  people  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  fuppofing 
that  the  French  could  not  long  maintain  a  footing  in 
Egypt,  againft  their  all-powerful  mafters,  allowed  the 
army  to  proceed  without  moleflation  ;  but  to  enfure  a 
peace  with  the  Beys,  when  they  fhould  again  be  con- 
querors, and  from  habits  of  depredation,  they  often 
attacked  and  fired  at  boats  going  up  the  river  with 
fupplies  for  the  foldiers.  A  boat  with  a  few  troops 
was  fent  up,  and  received  afTurances  of  fidelity,  and 
hoftages  for  their  behaviour.  A  veffel,  which  fet  off 
for  Cairo,  was  miffing ;  and  from  the  inhabitants  them- 
felves,  it  was,  after  fome  difficulty,  difcovered,  that, 
being  attacked  a  littleabove  Fueh,  or  Fouah,  the  crew, 
all  wounded,  threw  themfelves  into  the  river,  and,  hav- 
ing been  forced  on  more  by  the  current,  were  made 
prifoners,  and  all  of  them  mot  at  Salmia.'  An  ex- 
ample was  now  neceflary:  200  men  were  landed 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  village;  one  party 
proceeded  to  turn  it,  a  fecond  marched  by  the  edge 
of  the  river,  while  the  third,  ftationed  fix  miles  be- 
low, completely  furrounded  it.  A  charge  was  made 
by  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  front  of  the  village,  and 
repuifed  by  the  bayonet :  their  leading  men  fell  by  the 
firft  volley  of  the  French,  when  the  others  got  into 
confufion.  The  Cheik,  and  the  few  that  furvived, 
efcaped,  from  the  third  detachment's  having  arrived 
too  late  to  prevent  their  flight.  Salmia  was  plun- 
dered the  whole  of  the  day  ;  and  at  night  the  flames, 
with  the  firing  of  cannon  without  intermiffion,  gave 
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to  the  furrounding  country  aflurance  of  the  certain 
deftrucYion  which  fuch  conduct  would  bring  upon  the 
inhabitants." 

Previous  to  reaching  Cairo  Buonaparte  learned 
that  the  two  powerful  Chiefs,  Murad  Bey  and  Ibra- 
him Bey,  were  likely  to  annoy  his  army  greatly,  and 
many  feverities  were  inflicted  upon  thofe  Fellahs  who 
were  friendly  to  the  Arabs,  in  order  to  deter  them 
from  ftrengthening  the  ranks  of  the  Beys.  On  the 
19th  Murad  Bey,  at  the  head  of  6,000  Mamelukes, 
and  a  hoft  of  Arabs  and  Fellahs,  was  entrenched  at 
the  village  of  Embaba,  waiting  for  the  French  ;  and 
and  on  the  22d  Defaix,  whofe  corps  formed  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  arrived  within  two  miles  of  the  fpot. 
The  heat  was  intenfe,  and  the  foldiers  exceflively 
fatigued,  which  induced  Buonaparte  to  hair.  But 
the  Mamelukes  no  fooner  perceived  the  army  than 
they  formed  upon  the  plain,  in  front  of  his  right : 
an  appearance  fo  impofing  never  yet  prefented  it- 
felf  to  the  French;  the  cavalry  of  the  Mamelukes 
were  covered  with  refplendent  armour.  Beyord 
their  left  were  beheld  the  celebrated  Pyramids,  of 
which  the  imperifhable  mafs  has  furvived  fo  many 
empires,  and  braved  for  more  than  thirty  centuries 
the  outrages  of  time  !  Behind  their  right  was  the 
Nile,  the  city  of  Cairo,  the  hills  of  Mokattam,  and 
the  fields  of  the  ancient  Memphis. 

When  Buonaparte  had  given  his  la  ft  orders, 
'Go,"  faid  he,  pointing  to  the  Pyramids,  "and 
chink,  that,  from  the  heights  of  thofe  monuments, 
forty  ages  furvey  our  conduct."  The  army,  impa- 
tient to  come  to  action,  was  foon  ranged  in  order 
of  battle;  the  difpofition  of  the  forces  was  fimilar 
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to  that  at  the  battle  of  ChebreifTe.  Buonaparte  or- 
dered the  line  to.  advance,  but  the  Mamelukes, 
who,  till  then,  appeared  irrefolute,  prevented  the 
execution  of  this  movement;  they  made  a  feint 
againft  the  centre,  but  rufhed  with  impetuofity  on 
the  divifions  of  Defaix  and  Regnier,  which  formed 
the  right :  they  intrepidly  charged  thefe  columns, 
which,  firm  and  immoveable,  referved  their  fire 
until  the  enemy  advanced  within  half  mufket  fliot ; 
the  ill-dircfted  valour  of  the  Mamelukes  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  break  through  thofe  walls  of  fire 
and  ramparts  ef  bayonets  ;  their  ranks  were  thinned, 
a  great  number  of  killed  and  wounded  remained 
on  the  field,  and  they  foon  retired  in  diforder,  with- 
out venturing  to  return  the  charge. 

While  the  divifions  of  Genera's  Defaix  and  Reg- 
nier fo  fuccefsfully  repulfed  the  Mameluke  ca- 
valry, the  divifions  of  Bon  and  Mer.ou,  fupported 
by  that  of  Kieber,  then  under  the  command  of 
General  Dugua,  advanced  rapidly  againft  the  en- 
trenched village  of  Embaba.  Two  battalions  of 
the  divifions  of  Bon  and  Menou  were  detached, 
with  orders  to  turn  the  village,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  take  advantage  of  a  deep  ditch,  that  lay 
in  the  way,  the  better  to  defend  themfelves  from 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  to  conceal  their  move- 
ments towards  the  Nile.  The  divifions,  preceded  by 
their  flank  companies,  rapidly  advanced.  The  Ma- 
melukes unfuccefsfully  attacked  the  platoons;  they 
nnmafked  forty  pieces  of  bad  artillery,  which  they 
difcharged  upon  them,  but  the  divifions  rufhed 
forward  with  fuch  impetuofity  that  the  Mame- 
lukes   had  not  time   to  re-load  their  guns.     The 
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entrenchments  were  carried  by  the  bayonet,  and  the 
camp,  as  well  as  the  village  of  Embaba,  were  foon 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  French.  Fifteen  hundred 
Mameluke  cavalry,  and  an  equal  number  of  Fel- 
lahs, whofe  retreat  were  cut  off  by  Generals  Mar- 
mont  and  Rampon,  occupied  an  entrenched  posi- 
tion in  the  rear  of  a  ditch  that  communicated  with 
the  Nile,  and  in  vain  performed  prodigies  of  va- 
lour in  their  defence;  they  were  unwilling  to  fur- 
render,  and  none  of  them  efcaped  the  fanguinary 
fury  of  the  French  foldiers;  they  were  all  either 
put  to  the  fword  or  drowned  in  the  Nile.  Forty 
pieces  of  cannon,  400  camels,  the  baggage,  and  the 
{lores,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

Murad  Bey,  feeing  the  village  of  Embaba  car- 
ried, attended  only  to  his  retreat :  the  divifions  of 
Generals  Defaix  and  Regnier  had  already  com- 
pelled his  cavalry  to  fall  back :  the  army  purfued 
the  Mamelukes  as  far  as  Gaza,  beyond  which  they 
continued  their  flight ;  and  the  French,  after  fighting, 
or  marching  aud  fighting  nineteen  hours,  occupied  a 
pofition  at  Gaza.  Never  was  the  fuperiority  of  mo- 
dern European  tactics  over  thofe  of  the  Orien- 
tals, or  difciplined  courage  over  ill-directed  va- 
lour more  confpicuous,  or  more  feniibly  felt,  than 
on  that  day.  The  Mamtlukes  were  mounted  oa 
fuperb  Arabian  hones,  richly  c?parifoned,  their  ar- 
mour was  magnificent,  and  their  purfes  well  flocked 
with  gold  ;  thele  fpoils,  in  fome  degree,  compen- 
fated  the  foldiers  for  the  exceilive  fatigues  they 
had  undergone.  During  an  interval  of  fifteeen 
days,    their  only   nourishment   confifted   of   a   few 

VOL.  II.  —  NO     XXIV.  4.  1 


390  THE    LIFE    OP 

vegetables,  without  bread ;  the  provifions  found  in 
the  camp,  therefore,  aflorded  them  a  delicious  repaft. 

The  divifion  of  General  Defaix  was  ordered  to 
take  a  pofition  in  front  of  Gaza,  and  on  the  route 
of  Faium.  The  divifion  of  Menou  pafTed,  during  the 
night,  a  branch  of  the  Nile,  and  took  pofleffion 
of  the  Ifle  of  Roda.  The  enemy  in  their  flight, 
burned  thofe  veflels  which  could  not  fpeedily  re- 
afcend  the  Nile.  The  following  morning,  on  the 
23d  of  July,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Cairo, 
prefented  themfelves  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile, 
and  offered  to  deliver  up  the  city  to  the  French : 
-they  were  accompanied  by  the  Kiaja  of  the  Pacha, 
Ibrahim  Bey,  who  had  abandoned  Cairo  during 
the  night,  having  carried  off  the  Pacha  with  him. 
Buonaparte  received  them  at  Gaza,  they  required 
protection  for  the  city,  and  engaged  for  its  fub- 
mifiion;  he  anfwered,  that  the  wifh  of  the  French 
was  to  remain  in  amity  with  the  Egyptian  people 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  afTured  them  that  the 
manners,  the  cuftoms,  and  the  religion  of  the  coun- 
try, fhould  be  fcrupuloufly  refpected  :  they  returned 
to  Cairo,  accompanied  by  a  detachment  under  the 
command  of  a  French  officer.  The  populace  took 
an  advantage  of  the  difcomfiture  and  flight  of  the 
Mamelukes,  and  committed  fome  exctfies,  the  man- 
Con  of  Murad  Bey  was  pillaged  and  burned  ;  but 
it  was  contrary  to  the  principles  of  Buonaparte 
to  fuffer  other  perfons  to  plunder,  and  order  was 
reftored  in  confequence  of  the  proclamations  that 
he  iffued,  and  the  appearance  of  an  armed  force. 

On  the  26th  of  July  Buonaparte  removed  his 
head  quarters   to  Cairo:  the  divifions  of   Generals 
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Regnier  and  Menou  were  ftationed  at  Old  Cairo, 
the  divifions  of  Bon  and  Kleber  at  Boulac,  a 
corps  of  obfervation  was  placed  on  the  route  of 
Syria,  and  the  divifion  of  Defaix  was  ordered  to 
occupy  an  entienched  pofition,  about  three  leagues, 
in  front  of  Embaba,  on  the  'route  to  Upper  Egypt. 
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CHAPTER    XXVII. 


Buonaparte  fends  natural  Curiof ties  to  Paris. — Euona- 
/tarte's  Letters  to  Admiral  Brueys  and  General  Khber.-— 
His  Orders  for  the  prorifional  Organization  of  Egypt. — 
Rich  Plunder  of  the  Mamelukes. — Situation  of  the  Frencbin 
fgyfit. — Scarcity  of  Water. — Letter  of  Admiral  Brueys 
t  the  Minifer  of  Marine. — The  EngliJ/i  Government  fend 
Sir  Horatio  Nelfon  infeanh  of  the  French  Expedition. 
—He,  at  length,  difcovers  the  French  Fleet  in  Aboukir 
Bay. — Battle  of  the  IS  He. 

WHILST  our  recolle&ion  conftantlv  fuggefb  the 
immorality  and  dishonour  of  the  expedition,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  withhold  our  admiration  from  the  genius 
by  which  it  was  accomplifhed  with  fuch  celerity  and 
promptitude.  Two  months  had  barely  elapfed  be- 
tween quitting  the  fhores  of  France  and  the  arrival 
at  Cairo;"  and  in  this  ihort  fpace  two  dates  had 
been  fubdued,  in  defiance  of  the  mod  powerful  navy 
in  the  world,  and  of  a  combination  of  phyfical  ob- 
fiacles,  fuch  as  no  numerous  body  of  men  had  ever 
dared  to  encounter  before. 

Eftablifhed  in  the  apparently  quiet  pofleflion  of 
Cairo,  Buonaparte  prepared  to  fend  his  difpatches 
to  the  commanders  at  Alexandria  and  to  Paris;  and 
among  the  ridiculous  characters  that  have  been  af- 
fumed  by  this  philofophical  General,  it  is  not  the 
lead,  that  after  introducing  himfelf  to  the  people  as 
the  High  Pried  of  Liberty,  his  firft  act  in  that 
oitice  was  one,  of  the  mod  unblufhing  defpotifm  that 
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any  "unreflrained  tyrant  could  have  committed :  it 
was  a  material  object  with  the  General  to  tranfport 
the  rarities  of  Egypt  to  the  Mufeum  at  Paris,  and  to 
gratify  that  paffion,  he  ordered  the  Mamelukes,  whom 
he  had  taken  prifoners,  to  be  tranfported  in  his  firft 
collection  of  natural  curiofities  to  France. 

ARMY  OF  ENGLAND* 
To  Admiral  Brueys. 

Head  Quarters,  Cairo,  July  27". 
"  I  fend  you.  Citizen  Admiral,  fume  Mameluke  prj-- 
foners,  whofe  names  are  fubjoined.  You  will  have  the 
goodnefs  to  receive  them  on  board  one  of  the  fliips  of  the 
fquadron,  and  to  fend  them  to  France  by  the  fi rib  op- 
portunity. 

Health  and  fraternity. 

Alex.  Berthier. 

Names  of  the  Mam tluke  Prifoners. 
Haffan,      Mameluke.      Ibrahim,     Mameluke.. 


Hali, 

id. 

Murat, 

id. 

Murat, 

id. 

Soliman, 

ii 

Jufeph, 

id. 

Hali, 

id. 

Acmet, 

id! 

Mahomet, 

id. 

Haly, 

id. 

Chahin, 

id. 

Bonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  lnftitute>  Com- 
maaderin  Chief  to  Admiral  Brueys. 

Head  Quarters,  Cairo,  July  37. 
"  After  a  number  of  very  fatiguing  marches,  .and  feme 
fighting,  we  are,  at  length,  arrived  at  Cairo.  I  'am  ex- 
tremely well  fatisfied  with  the  conduft  of  the  Chief  of  Di- 
vifion,  Perree,  ami  I  have,  therefore,  promoted  him  to  the 
rank  of  Rear  Admiral. 

"  I  hear,  from  Alexandria,  that  a  channel,  fuch  as  we 
Ll3 
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could  wifli,   has   been  difcovered  ;   and  by   this   time,  .1 

flatter  myfelf,  you  are  already  in  the  port,   with  all  your 

fleet. 

M  There  is  no  occafion  for  you  to  be  under  any  uneafinefs 
with  refpedt  to  the  fubfiftence  of  your  men.  This  country 
is  rich  in  wheat,  pulfe,  rice,  and  cattle,  almoft  beyond  ima- 
gination. 

"  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  to-morrow,  or  the  day  after 
at  the  fartheft,  I  mall  hear  from  you, — which  I  have  not 
yet  done  fince  my  departure  from  Alexandria. 

"  The  inftant  you  inform  me  what  you  have  done,  and 
in  what  fituation  you  are,  you  ihall  receive  further  orders 
from  me  reflecting  what  we  have  yet  to  do. 

"  Some  of  the  ftaff-officers  have,  undoubtedly,  given 
you  an  account  of  our  late  victory, 

"  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  have  a  frigate  cruizing 
off  Damietta.  As  1  am  fending  troops  to  take  poffeflion 
of  that  town,  I  muft  requeft  you  to  order  the  captain  of 
the  frigate  to  keep  as  near  the  land  as  poflible,  and  to  open 
a  communication  with  our  forces,  who  wiji  be  in  pof- 
feflion of  the  place  by  the  time  this  reaches  you. 

•'  Send  off  the  courier  whom  I  have  difpatchcd  to  you 
immediately  :  put  him  on  fhore  wherever  you  think  it 
beft. — In  this,  you  will,  of  courfe,  be  guided  by  what  you 
hear  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  by  the  winds  which  pre- 
vail at  this  feafon. 

"  I  could  wilh  that  you  would  fend  him  in  a  frigate, 
which  fliould  have  pofnive  orders  to  flay  no  longer  than 
•forty-eight  hours  in  any  port  where  the  might  land  him 
(whether  Malta  or  Ancona) — in  this  cafe  you  might 
charge  the  captain  to  bring  us  back  all  the  journals,  and 
all  the  information  which  our  agents  may  have  collected. 

<«  I  have  difpatched,  by  the  Nile,  a  prodigious  quantity 
V  provifions  to  Alexandria,  to  pay  for  the  freight  of  the 
tranfports  there. 

"  Say  a  thoufand  kind  things  to  Ganteaume  and  Ca- 
fcbianca.  X  falute  you, 

Bonaparte." 
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Bonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  Inflitute,   Com- 
mander in  Chief,  to  the  General  of  Divifion,  Kleber. 
Head  Quarters,  Cairo,  July  27. 
"  Citizen  General  I 
"  There  is  here  a  very  excellent  mint :  we  fliall  again 
have  occafion  for  all  the  ingots,  which  we  left  with  the 
merchants  of  Alexandria,  in  exchange  for  the  fpecic  of  the 
country ;  I  requeft  you,  therefore,  to  call  together  all  the 
merchants  with  whom  the  laid  ingots  were  exchanged,  and 
to  re-demand  them.     I  will  give  them,  in  lieu  of  the  bul- 
lion, wheat  and  rice,  of  which  we  have  immcnfe  quan- 
tities. 

'«  Our  poverty  in  fpecie  is  equal  to  our  riches  in  com- 
modities :  this  circumftance  ahfolutely  compels  me  to  take 
as  many  ingots  as  poffible  from  the  merchants,  and  to  give 
them  corn,  &c.  in  exchange. 

'«  I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  fince  I  left  Alex- 
andria :  you  have,  doubtlefs,  had  many  idle  rumours,  and 
alarms.  I  have  fent  you  feveral  letters  by  the  people  of 
the  country,  which  I  fear  have  been  intercepted  by  the 
Arabs,  as  has  mod  probably  been  the  cafe  with  thofe  which 
you  have  fent  me.  I  am  now  all  impatience  to  hear  from 
you  ;  as  you  have  undoubtedly  by  this  time,  received  in- 
telligence from  France. 

"  We  have  undergone  more  hardlhips  than  many  among 
us  had  courage  to  fupport :  at  prefent,  we  are  recovering 
ourfelves  a  little  at  Cairo,  which  is  not  deficient  in  fupplies. 
All  our  troops  have  joined. 

11  The  Officers  of  the  ftafF  will  have  acquainted  you 
with  the  military  tranfaclion,  which  preceded  our  entry 
into  this  place  :  it  was  tolerably  brilliant.  Two  thou- 
sand of  the  bed  mounted  Mamelukes  were  driven  into  the 
Nile. 

"  The  army  is  in  the  greateft  want  of  its  baggage.  I 
have  difpatched  the  Adjutant-General  Almeyras  with  a 
battalion  of  the  85th,  and  an  irnmenfe  quantity  of  provi- 
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fions  for  the  fleet,  to  Rofttta :  he  is  commifiioned,  on  hie 
return,  tc  take  on  board  his  flotilla  all  the  baggage,  &c. 
of  the  army,  «nd  to  efcort  it  to  Cairo. 

"  Order  the  Staff  Officers  of  the  different  corps,  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  magazines,  to  fend  them  all  to  Rofetta* 

"  Send  us  our  Arabic  and  French  printing  preffes.  See 
that  they  embark  ail  the  wine,  brandy,  tents,  fhoes,  &c. 
Send  round  all  thefe  articles  by  fea  to  Rofetta  :  and,  as  the 
Nile  is  now  upon  hs  increafe,  they  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
paffing  up  that  river  to  Cairo. 

*  I  am  anxious  to  hear  of  your  health  ;  I  hope  it  will 
be  fpeedily  re-eftab&flwd,  and  that  you  will  be  foon  in  a 
condition  to  come  and  join  us. 

«*  I  have  written1  to  Louis,  to  fet  out  for  Rofetta  imme- 
diately, wirh  all  my  baggage. 

««  Since  I  wrote  this,  1  have  found,  in  a  garden  belonging 
to  one  of  the  Mamelukes,  a  letter  from  Louis' — this  con- 
vinces me  that  one  of  your  couriers  has  been  intercepted 
toy  thefe  people.  Health, 

BcrNAPARTE." 

Bonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  Inflitute,  Com- 
mander in  Chief y  to  the  General  of  Di-vijion,  Klebii.  • 

Head  Quarters,  Cairo,  Joly  27. 
u  Annexed  to  this,  Citizen  General,  you  will  find  a  copy 
of  the  provisional  organization  of  Egypt. 

'*  You  will  name  the  Divan,  the  Aga,  and  the  company 
of  60  men,  which  he  i*to  have  with  him. 

"  You  willcaufean  inventory  to  be  taken  of  all  the  goods, 
moveables  and  immoveables,  which  belonged  to  the  Ma'rhe- 
luk-es  :  the  Intendant,  and  the  French  Agent  are  on  trre 
point  of  repairing  to  their  pofts. 

"  You  will  order  a  general  levy  of  horfes  to  be  made,  to 
remount  the  cavalry. 

'!  1  entreat  you  to  take  every  precaution  topreferve  tran- 
quillity and  good  order  in  the  province  of  Alexandria. 
Heaith, 

Bonaparte." 
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ORDERS. 

Of  Bonaparte,    Member    of  the  National  Injlitute, 

Commander  in  Chief. 

Head  Quarters,  Cairo,  July  27. 
Article  I.  There  fhall  be  in  each  province  of  Egypt  a 
Divan,  compofed  of  feven  perfons,  charged  to  watch  over 
the  intcreftsof  the  province,  to  inform  me  of  every  griev- 
ance, to  prevent  the  contefts  which  arife  between  the  dif- 
ferent villages,  to  keep  a  fteady  eye  over  the  turbulent  and 
feditious,  to  punilh  them  by  calling  in  the  military  force 
under  the  French  Commander,  and  to  enlighten  the  peo- 
ple as  often  as  it  (ball  be  found  requifite. 

II.  There  {hall  be  in  each  province  an  Aga  of  the  Ja. 
.nifaries,  who  fhall  conftantly  rcfide  with  the  French  Com- 
mandant :  he  fhall  have  with  him  a  company  of  armed 
men,  natives  of  the  country,  with  whom  he  fhall  pro- 
ceed wherever  his  fervices  may  be  neceffary  to  maintain 
good  order,  and  to  keep  every  one  in  tranquillity  and  obe- 
dience. 

III.  There  fhall  be  in  every  province  an  Intendant, 
charged  with  the  collection  of  the  Miri  and  the  Feddam  ; 
and  generally  of  all  the  re  -enues  which  belonged  hereto- 
fore to  the  Mamelukes,  and  which  appertain  at  prefent  to 
the  Republic.  He  fhall  have  with  him  the  neceffary  num- 
ber of  agents. 

IV.  There  fliall  always  be  with  the  faid  Intendant  a 
French  Agent,  for  the  purpofe  of  correfponding  with  the 
Administrator  of  the  Finances,  for  infuring  the  execution 
of  fuch  orders  as  he  may  receive,  and  for  acquiring  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  lyftem  of  adminiftration. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  Bonaparte. 

In  explanation  of  thefe  letters,  it  is  neceffary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  ingots  alluded  to  were  forxned  of  the 
plunder  taken  at  Malta,  which  had  been  left  with 
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General  Kleber  at  Alexandria,  to  pay  the  tranfports 
hired  in  France  and  elfewhere,  to  ferve  in  the  ex- 
pedition. The  new  plunder,  now  found  in  the  barns 
and  granaries  of  the  Egyptians,  was  lefs  valuable  to 
the  General,  and,  therefore,  he  chofe  to  pay  for 
thofe  fervices  in  kind,  infiead  of  in  money  :  if  any 
credit  can  be  given  to  the  aflertion  in  the  letter  to 
General  Kleber,  that  Cairo  pofiefied  a  very  good 
mint,  but  very  little  money,  we  think  it  utterly 
incompatible  with  another  declaration  of  his,  in  his 
difpatches  to  the  Directory,  in  which  he  lays  •*  that 
the  Mamelukes  fhewed  great  bravery :  they  de- 
fended their  fortunes,  for  there  was  not  one  of 
them  on  whom  our  foldiers  did  notfi  nd,  three,  four, 
or  five  hundred  Louis  '" 

The  earneft  manner  in  which  the  General  writes 
for  a  fupply  of  neceflary  articles  is  a  pretty  ftrong 
proof  of  all  the  baggage  having  been  taken  by  the 
Mamelukes  from  on  board  the  flotilla ;  but,  if  any 
doubt  upon  that  fubjedt  fhould  remain,  it  can  hardly 
furvive  the  complaints  contained  in  the  letter  of  Gap- 
tain  Gay  to  his  parents. 

TRANSLATION. 

Cairo  (9  Thernndor),  July  2T. 
"  Dear  Father  and  Mother, 
"  I  have  not  been  able  to  fend  you  a  line  fince  my  em. 
barkatLn,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  attending  the  cou- 
riers.   The  letter  which  I  wrote  you  from  Toulon  was, 
I  take  it  for  granted,  duiy  received. 

'  "  I  would  willingly  give  you  a  detailed  account  of  every 
thing  which  has  pafled  fincc  our  leaving  that  part  ;  but  I 
muft  content  myfelf  at  prefent,  with  a  general  and  cur- 
fory  view. 

"  Our  campaign  opened  with  the  capture  of  Malta; 
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after  which  we  continued  our  route  towards  Egypt.  Tne 
difembarkation  was  made  at  Alexandria,  and  coft  us  a  num- 
ber of  brave  men,  who  perifhed  under  the  walls  of  that 
ancient  city.  From  thence  the  whole  army  marched,  irv 
five  divifions,  for  Grand  Cairo,  where  we  arrived  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty,  after  fuffering  everything  that  was 
poffibie  for  man  to  fuffer.  You  will  fhudder  at  reading  what 
follows:  we  marched  feventeen  days  without  bread,  wine, 
or  brandy  ;  and  five  without  water,  over  burning  fands, 
with  the  eoemy  clofe  at  our  heels  !  figure  to  yourfelves 
that  we  had  to  combat  barbadians,  wholly  unacquainted 
■with  the  rights  of  war,  who  exercifed  every  fpecies  of' 
cruelty  upon  the  unhappy  men  who  fel|  into  their  hands  : 
cutting  off  the  ears  of  one,  the  nofe  of  another,  the  head 
of  a  third,  and  many  other  things  whkh  have  dipt  my 
memory,  and  which  I  tremble  whenever'  I  think  of. 

Would  you  believe,  that  for  feiienlc en  days,  nue  hadno~ 
thing  to  ful'fift  on  but  ivater  melons  !  Such,  however,  is 
the  faft,  and  in  confequence  of  ir,  an  infinite  number  of 
the  troops  died  of  thirft  and  hunger  f  We  could  not  ex- 
pect any  fuccour  from  the  natives  of  thefe  countries,  feeing 
they  are  favages,  who  murdered  us  within  half  a  mufket- 
fiiot  of  our  own  columns  *. 

"  In  fpite  of  the  number  of  poor  wretches  who  dropt 
from  mere  weaknefs,  we  were  obliged  to  continue  our 
march  in  clofe  order,  becaufe  the  enemy's  cavalry  took 
advantage  of  the  flighted  confufion  in  our  ranks  to  fall 
upon  us;  and  always  with  confiderable  effect.  Night  and 
day  we  were  under  arms,  fo  that  our  fatigues  were  alto- 
gether intolerable.  Difcontent  was  painted  on  every  face, 
'aud  the  whole  army  was  on  the  point  of  refufing  to  ad- 
vance. A  great  number  of  foldiers  blew  out  their  brains, 
and  many  flung  themftlvts  into  the  Nile.    Horrible  things 

•  If  the  Arabs  were  guilry  of  thefe  cruelties,  it  was 
not  until  thofe  practifcd  by  the  French  themfclvts  drove 
them  to  the  ntcefhty;  for  both  Denon  andBerthier  acknow- 
ledge, that,  fhortly  after  the  fit  ft  flurmiihes  at  Alexandria, 
they  returned  the  priioncrs  they  had  captured  unhurt  ! 
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were  done  !  Add,  that  in  this  dreadful  interval,  we  had 
many  battles  to  fight  ;  all  of  which,  however,  we  gained. 

"  Arrived,  at  length,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grand 
Cairo,  we  found  the  Mamelukes  awaiting  our  arrival  in 
an  entrenched  camp.  In  fpue  of  all  the  obftacles  which 
flood  in  the  way  of  our  fuccefs  they  were  t  jtally  defeated. 
Three  thoufand  of  them  peri  (bed,  either  by  our  fire  or  in 
the  river  ;  for  we  did  not  make  a  fingle  prifoner.  I  mult 
obferve  to  you  that  ours  was  the  only  divifion  which  was 
engaged,  and  that  itconfifted  of  no  more  than  5,000  men. 
The  t8th  and  326  acquired  new  glory  in  this  famous  bat- 
tle, which  we  now  call  "  The  Battle  of  the  Pyramids.'' 

"  If  we  have  the  happinefs  of  returning  fpeedily  t» 
France  I  will  exert  myfclf  to  the  utmoft  to  obtain  my 
^ifcharge  at  any  price  whatever.  I  can  no  longer  endure  . 
this  accurfed  bufincfa;  always  hazarding  my  life,  and  at 
every  hour  of  the  day  1 — For  the  reft,  I  think  I  have 
done  my  part;  let  every  one  do  a  little. — I  am  no  longer 
greedy  of  glory  ;  I  was  once,  I  confefs,  becaufe  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  fo, — at  prefent,  my  only  wifii  is  to  pais  my 
life  in  peace  with  you ;  this  is  the  fole  object  of  my  am- 
bition. Some  hopes  of  an  approaching  promotion  are  held 
cut  to  me,  but  I  want  none  of  it.  I  have  feen  fervice  in 
Europe,  but  I  have  no  defire  of  feeing  it  in  Africa,  and  in 
a  country  fo  hoc  as  this. 

"  Let  me  hear  from  you. — I  pleafe  myfelf  with  thinking 
that  the  prefent  will  find  you  in  good  health;  as  to  my 
own,  it  is  excellent.^  The  fea  has  been  of  infinite  ufe  to 
me  :  all  my  comrades  are  aftonilhed  at  my  being  able  to 
endure  fo  many  hardfhips  in  a  climate,  where  the  furface 
of  the  ground  burns  like  fire  ! 

"  1  conclude,  with  embracing  you  with  all  my  heart  ; 
being,  with  refpect, 

Your  Son, 

Gay,  Capt. 

To  this  teftimony  of  the  wretched  ftate  of  the  army, 
might  be  added  many  others  yet  ftronger,  contained 
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in  the  intercepted  correfpondence ;  but  as  M.  Denon 
has  told  the  world  that  thefe  letters  ought  to  be  dif- 
credited  (not  as  being  fabrications,)  but  becaufe  they 
were  written  by  mere  petit  ihaitres  and  fpeculators, 
who  followed  the  army  either  to  take  their  plea- 
fure  or  to  get  rich :  this  letter  alone  is  given,  as 
containing  the  fentiments  of  an  officer  who  had 
ferved  long  in  the  French  armies,  and  never  Ihrunk 
from  the  hardfhips  of  ordinary  warfare. 

After  Buonaparte  had  quitted  Alexandria,  Ge- 
neral Kleber  was  principally  occupied  in  procuring 
military  fupplies,  and  providing  for  the  fick,  both 
of  which  duties  were  attended  with  much  difficulty, 
as  the  want  of  water  was  fo  greatly  felt  that  Alex- 
andria was  obliged  to  be  fupplied  from  Rofetta  with 
that  indjfpenfeble  article.  Le  Roy,  the  CommifTary 
of  the  Marine,  aj>d  every  other  officer  employed  m 
the  vi&ualling-  fervice,  complain  of  the  pains  and 
trouble  it  cofr  to  do  the  moft  trifling  thing.  Kleber 
attributed  thefe  ob'ftacles  to  the  intrigues  of  the  inha- 
bitants, as  well  as  to  the  hostility  of  the  new  Divan  j 
and,  in  a  fit  of  ill-humour  for  fome  of  thefe  appoint- 
ments, he  can  fed  the  old  Cheriff,  Coraim,  to  be  ar- 
retted, and  fent  as  a  prifoner  on  board  the  l'Orient  ; 
but  the  CommifTary,  in  a  letter  to  Admiral  Brueys, 
declares,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  impoffibility  of 
finding  fcherms  (lighters)  enough  at  Rofetta  to  con- 
vey a  fufficient  quantity  of  water  and  provifions  to 
fapply  the  fleet  alone;  until  the  29th  of  July  only 
five  of  thofe  veflels  had  been  procured,  and  the  de- 
mand of  the  fleet  could  not  be  fupplied  until  a  fur- 
ther number  could  be  procured  from  Damietta. 

Without  water  the  Admiral  could  do  little  etfe  than 

V«L.  II.— NO.  XXIV,  Mm 
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labour  to  procure  it ;  yet  he  did  not  neglect  the  beft 
means  that  the  circumftances  afforded  him  of  pro- 
viding for  the  fecurity  of  his  fleet. 

In  a  letter  to  Bruix,  the  Minifter  of  the  Marine, 

"  I  difembarked  all  the  troops,  and  the  baggage  belong- 
ing to  them,  and  on  the  7th,  having  fatisfied  myfelf  that 
our  dips  of  war  could  not  get  into  the  port  for  want  of  *a 
fufficient  depth  of  water  at  the  entrance,  I  ordered  the  Ve- 
netian fhips*,  and  the  tranfports,  to  come  to  an  anchor 
there,  and  ftood  off,  with  the  thirteen  fail  of  the  line  and 
the  three  frigates,  with  an  intent  of  mooring  in  the  Bay  of 
Bequiers. 

M  I  arrived  there  in  the  afternoon,  and  formed  a  line  of 
battle  at  two-thirds  «f  a  cable  length,  the  headmoft  vefTel 
being  as  clofe  as  poflible  to  a  fhoal  to  the  North-weft  of  us, 
and  the  reft  of  the  fleet  forming  a  kind  of  curve  along 
the  line  of  deep  water,  fo  as  not  to  be  turned,  by  any 
means,  in  the  South-weft,  This  pofition  is  the  ftrongeft 
we  could  poflibly  take  in  an  open  road,  where  we  cannot 
approach  fufEciently  near  the  land  to  be  protected  by  bat- 
teries, and  where  the  enemy  has  it  in  his  power  to  choofe 
his  own  diftance. 

"  Our  troops  entered  Rofetta,  and  the  army  is  now  in 
full  march  for  Cairo.      » 

"  We  have  puftied  into  this  branch  of  the  Nile  as  many 
of  our  light  veflels  as  pofflble ;  and  the  Commander  in 
Chief  has  afked  me  for  the  Chief  of  Divifion,  Perree,  to 
command  them.  The  flotilla  failed  this  morning  to  try  if 
it  be  poffible  to  get  over  the  bar  of  Rofetta.  You  fee  that 
we  are  marching  to  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  wi:h  the  fteps 
of  a  giant. 

*  Le  Dubois  and  le  Cauffe,  of  64  guns  each,  and  two 
or  three  frigates  which  failed  with  the  expedition,  befides 
the  French  naval  force. 
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u  It  is  vexatious  that  there  is  not  a  port  where  a  fleet 
can  enter;  but  the  Old  Port,  of  which  we  have  heard  fo 
much,  is  fliut  up  by  a  reef  of  rocks,  feme  under,  and  fome 
above  water,  forming  a  number  of  narrow  channels, 
where  the  depth  is  only  from  23  to  25  and  30  feet.  The 
fea,  too,  is  commonly  very  high  :  thus  you  fee,  that  one  of 
our  feventy-fours  wouhl  be  in  no  fmall  danger  there,  efpe- 
cially  as  fhe  would  inevitably  go  to  pieces  in  a  few  minutes 
after  touching  the  ground. 

M  To  gratify  the  wiih.es  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  I 
have  offered  a  reward  of  10,000  livres  to  any  pilot  of  the 
country  who  will  undertake  to  carry  the  fquadron  in  ;  but 
none  of  them  will  venture  to  take  charge  of  a  fiugle  vcffel 
that  draws  more  than  twenty  feet.  I  hope,  however,  that 
we  mall  fucceedin  finding  a  channel  hy  which  our  feventy- 
fours  may  enter  ;  but  this  can  only  b«  the  refult  of  many 
laborious  and  painful  experiments. 

•*  I  have  already  engaged  two  intelligent  officers  in  this 
bufinefs  ;  Cnptain  B<irre,  commanding,  at  prei'ent,  the  Al- 
cefte,  and  Citizen  Viclal,  rirft  lieutenant:  ir  they  find  a 
channel,  th»y  will  buoy  i:  for  us;  and  then  we  may  enter 
without  much  danger.  The  depth  within  the  rectfs  in* 
creales  to  fifteen  fathoms,  but  the  get  ing  out  of  the  har- 
bour will,  in  all  cafes,  be  very  difficult,  and  very  te- 
dious ;  fo  that  a  fquadron  would  engage  to  a  vaft  dif- 
ad vantage.  * 

u  I  have  heard  nothing  further  of  the  Englifh  :  they 
are  gone,  perhaps,  to  look  for  us  en  the  coaft  of  Syria;  or 
rather  (and  this  is  my  private  opinion)  they  have  not  fo 
"  many  as  fourteen  fail  of  the  line  ;  and,  finding  -themfclves 
not  fupcrior  in  numbets,  do  not  think  it  quite  fo  prudent 
to  try  their  ftrength  with  us. 

"  We  look  forward  with  the  greateft  anxiety  to  the 
time  when  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  fhall  furnifh  us  withpro- 
vifions.  We  are  now  obliged  to  fuppiy  the  troops  conti- 
nually— every  hour  new  drains  are  made  upon  us.  We 
have  now  only  fifteen  days   bifcuit  on   board ;  and  we  are 
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in  this  anchorage  juft  as  if  we  were  on  the  high  feas-—  con- 
fuming  everything,  and  replacing  nothing. 

"  Our  crews  are  weak  both  in  number  and  quality  ;  our 
rigging,  in  general,  out  of  repair  j  and  I  am  furc  that  it 
requires  no  iittle  courage  to  undertake  the  management  of 
a  fleet  fur  mined  with  fuch  tocls. 

"  I  do  not  think  it  neceflary  to  enter  into  any  further 
details  on  our  prefent  fituation  :  you  are  a  fcaman,  and 
will,  therefore,  conceive  it  better  than  I  can  defcribe  it 
to  you. 

*•  Before  I  conclude,  I  will  tranfcribe  a  paragraph  from 
a  letter  which  I  have  juft  received  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief: 

"  I  have  aiked  of  the  Executive  Directory  the  rank  of 
"  Rear-admiral  for  your  Chief  of  the  Staff,  Ganteaumc :  1 
V  befeech  you  to  appoint  him.  I  have  fought  by  this  to  give 
"  a  proof  of  my  gratitude  and  efteem  for  the  eiTcntial  ftr« 

>ices,  the  activity,  and  the  zeal  manifefted  by  your  ftaff 
i   officers,  and,  generally  fpeaking,  the  whole  fquadron,  in 
•  executing  the  orders  of  the  Government. 

(Signed)  "  Bonaparte." 

Health  and  refpect. 

BftUEYS. 

No  opinion  could  be  more  erroneous  than  the  one 
fuggefted  by  the  Freneh  Admiral  relative  to  the  dif- 
pofitiott  of  the  EBglifh: — That  he  bad  been  dif- 
fered to  reach  the  place  of  his  deftination,  to  land 
an  army  on  a  diftant  fhore,  and  to  ride  thirty  long  days 
at  anchor  iu  an  open  bay,  was  neither  owing  to  any 
forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  navy  nor  to  any 
disinclination  to  hazard  all  the  confequences  of  a 
rencountre ;  but  was  alone  to  be  attributed  to  a  want  of 
intelligence,  which  left  the  Englifh  Admiral  to  hunt 
after  his  enemy  before  he  could  find  him. 

Rear  Admiral  Nelfon  was  already  in  the  Mediter- 
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ranran,  commanding  a  flying  fquadron,  having  his 
flag  hoifted  on  'board  the  Vanguard,  but  his  force 
was  by  no  means  equal  to  a  conteft  with  the  pow- 
erful armamen)  under  Admiral  Brueys  :  he  was  re- 
inforced, however,  by  Captain  Trowbridge  with  ten 
fail  of  the  line,  the  inftant  that  the  French  expedi- 
tion was  known  not  to  have  bent  its  courfe  for  Ire- 
land. Sir  Horatio  Nelfon  proceeded,  therefore,  in 
queft  of  the  enemy,  with  a  fleet  confifting  of  thirteen 
feventy-four  line  of  battle  fhips,  and  one  fifty-gun 
fhip. 

Having  repaired  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Naples 
for  information,  he  directed  his  courfe  from  thence 
towards  Sicily  :  he  there  heard  of  the  furrender  of 
Malta,  and  immediately  took  on  bpard  expert  pilots, 
and  was  the  firft  commander  who  ever  pa  (Ted  the 
Straits  of  Meflina  with  a  fleet  of  men  of  war. 

He  now  learned,  that,  after  ftaying  no  more  than  a 
week,  the  French  had  left  Malta  :  he  inftantly  fteered 
for  Candia,  and,  being  aflured  that  they  were  actually 
deftined  for  Egypt,  he  failed  thither,  and  arrived  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Nile  three  days  before  Buonaparte. 
After  confuting  the  Englifli  Cotiful,  he  fuppofed  his 
former  information  to  be  falfe:  he  repaired  to  Rhodes* 
and  actually  pafled  Buonaparte's  fleet  in  the  fog* 
while  they  were  lying-to  for  the  convoy:  thence 
he  returned  to  Sicily,  and  in  the  Bay  of  Syracufe 
procured  various  fupplies  and  affiftar.ce,  of  which 
his  fquadron  flood  in  need. 

In  a  few  days  the  Englifh  Admiral  again  failed  in 

fearch    of  the   French  expedition,  and  being   pofi- 

tively  informed  that  it  had  arrived  in  Egypt  fome 

time  before,  he  once  more   fteered  for  Alexandria,. 

m  m  3 
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and  congratulated  himfelf,  as  he  approached  the 
coafi,  on  beholding  the  object  of  his  defire.  He 
difcovered  thirteen  hue  of  battle  (hips  laying  at  anchor, 
wijh  one  48-gun,  one  44-gun,  and  two  36-gun  frigates. 
One  fhip,  l'Qrient,  with  the  flag  of  Admiral  Bruix, 
carried  120  guns;  three  others  carried  80  guns 
each,  and  each  of  the  remaining  nine  fhips  carried 
74  guns. 

Hiflory  had  already  celebrated  the  pofition  thus 
occupied  by  the  French :  in  that  very  place  had  the 
famous  combat  between  Auguftus  Caefar  and  Marc 
Antony,  nineteen  hundred  years  ago,  decided  the 
empire  of  the  world.  Hiftory  will  again  have  to  re- 
cord a  fpeftacle  almoft  as  important— a  naval  battle 
between  the  fleets  of  two  of  the  mod  powerful  ftates 
of  the  civilized  world,  on  which  depended  their  ma- 
ritime fuperiority,  the  renewal  of  a  bloody  war  on 
the  European  Continent,  and  the  eventual  conqueft, 
of  Egypt  by  the  force*  of  that  power  by  whom  it 
was  invaded, 

Admiral  Nelfon,  on  reconnoitering  the  pofition  of 
the  French,   had  the  choice  of  the  point  of  attack, 
and  he   decided  on  an  evolution   never  before  ha- 
zarded by  any  commander,  and  which  could  only, 
perhaps,  have  been  juflified  by  his  certainty  of  the 
coolnefs  of  the  veteran  officers  of  his  fleet,  and  of 
the  intrepidity  and  undaunted  courage  of  his  failors, 
habituated  to  victory.     The  French  fleet  was  drawn 
up  along  the  margin  of   deep  water  in  the  Bay  of 
Aboukir,   and  moored    as  clofe  as  poflible   to  the 
flioals  ;  he,  notwithftanding,  fappoferi  that  a  channel 
muftliave  been  left  between  the  fhips  and  the  fhore  ; 
and  that  wherever  the  French  could  fwing  the  Eng- 
lifh  could  float. 
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The  fun  was  now  declining,  and  as  darknefs 
would  prevent  the  poflibility  of  carrying  the  ex- 
periment he  meditated  into  effecl,  he  determined]  on 
an  infiantaneous  and  decifive  attack,  by  piercing  the 
line,  and,  after  furrounding  fome  of  the  ffcips,  to  cap- 
ture or  deftroy  the  whole  fquadron. 

Admiral  Nelfon's  account  of  this  victory  is  re- 
markable for  its  concifenefs  and  modefty ;  but,  as 
this  is  an  event  which  threatened  to  be  by  far  the 
moft.  adverfe  that  had  yet  occurred  in  the  Life  of 
our  Hero,  we  fhall  give  the  particulars  of  it,  as  they 
are  ftated  by  his  intimate  friend,  Admiral  Ganteaume. 

Rear-admiral Ganteaume  to  General  Bruix,  Minijler 
of  the  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies. 

Alexandria,  August  1 3, 1798. 
Citizen  Minister, 
"  Obliged  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  moft  fatal  of 
difafters,  it  is  with  piercing  and  heartfelt  forrow  that  I  ac- 
quit myfelf  of  this  melancholy  part  of  my  duty. 

11  Eleven  fail  of  the  line  taken,  burnt,  and  loft  for  France ! 
our  beft  officers  killed  or  wounded  !  the  coafts  of  our  new 
colony  laid  open  to  the  invafion  of  the  enemy !  fuch  are 
the  dreadful  refultsof  an  engagement,  which  took  place  on 
the  night  of  the  ift  inftant,  between  our  fleet  and  that  of 
the  Englifh,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Nelfon. 

,"  From  the  experience  which  you  have  had,  Citizen 
Minifter,  in  our  ports,  during  the  courfe  of  this  war,  it 
will,  doubtlefs,  be  eafy  for  you  to  judge,  whether  the  crews 
of  a  fleet  fo  haftily  fitted  out  as  ours  could  be  rcafonably 
expected  to  be  well  compofed  ;  and  whether  we  could  hope 
to  find,  aniongft  men  collected  at  random  as  it  were,  almoft 
at  the  very  inftant  of  our  departure,  able  mariners,  and 
fkilfu!  and  experienced  cannoneers  ?  The  favourable  fea- 
fon,  however,  the  care  and  attention  of  the  officers,  and, 
perhaps,  a  certain  portion  of  good  luck,  feconded  the  pro- 
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grefs  of  the  fleet  fo  effectually,  that,  together  with  its  con- 

voy,  it   reached  the   coaft  of  Egypt  without  any  accident 

whatever. 

u.  The  Admiral  has,  moft  affuredly,  informed  you,  that, 
on  our  arrival  at  Alexandria,  we  learned  that  an  Englifh 
fquadron,  or  fourteen  fail,  had  been  there  three  days  before 
us.  It  would  have  been  the  moft  prudent  ftep,  perhaps, 
to  have  quitted  the  coaft  the  moment  the  defcent  had  been 
effected  ;  but  the  Admiral,  who  waited  for  the  orders  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief  (whefe  army  naturally  derived  a 
great  degree  of  confidence  from  the  piefence  of  the  fqua- 
dron) did  not  think  himfelf  juftified  in  quitting  the  coaft; 
but  took,  on  the  contrary,  a  ftrong  pofitiou  in  the  anchor- 
ing ground  of  Bequiers.  This  road,  by  its  proximity  to 
Rofttta,  enabled  him  to  receive  on  board  the  neceflary 
fupplies  for  the  fleet,  and  to  replace,  though  with  infinite 
rif&s  and  pains,  fome  part  of  the  water  that  was  daily  con- 
fumed  on  board  :  it  was,  therefore,  unfortunately,  deter- 
mined to  moor  the  fleet  in  one  line,  in  an  open  fituation, 
and  which  could  not  be  protected  from  the  ihare. 

"  Fatal  intelligence,  received  from  time  to  time,  by  neu- 
tral veflels,  announced  the  return  of  the  enemy's  fquadron  ; 
it  had  been  feenoffthe  Ifle  of  Candia  fleering  to  the  Weft. 
The  conduit  of  this  fleet,  which,  though  fuperior  to  ours, 
had  not  waited  for  us  before  Alexandria,  but  made  fail  to 
the  Weft  while  we  were  effecting  our  difembarkation, 
which  it  might  eafiiy  have  thwarted  or  prevented,  un- 
happily confirmed  us-in  the  opinion  that  it  had  no  orders  to 
attack  us,  and  produced  a  boundlefs  and  fatal  fecurity. 

"  On  the  nft  of  July,  however,  two  of  the  enemy's  fri- 
gates reconnoitercd  us,  and,  on  the  31ft,  about  two  in  the 
afternoon,  their  whole  fleet  hove  in  fight;  it  was  com- 
peted of  fourteen  fail  of  the  line  and  two  brigs  *  ;  the 
wind  was  Northerly  and  rather  freflj.  They  bore  down 
with  a  prefs  of  fail  oh  our  fleet,  and  clearly  announced  a 
defign  to  attack  us. 

•  This  isamiftake,  the  Leander  carried  only  fifty  gum> 
and  the  Gazette  does  not  mention  any  brigs. 
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"  The  meafurcs  which  the  Admiral  took  oa  this  occa- 
sion, the  refolution  to  engage  at  anchor,  and  the  refults  of 
this  horrible  affair,  are  detailed  in  the  Abftraft,  which  I 
ftave  fubjoined  to  the  prefent  Letter  ;  in  that  1  have  deli- 
neated every  circum  fiance  *s  it  appeared  to  me  on  this  too 
grievous  and  too  dreadful  night. 

"  The  L'Orient  took  fire  :  it  was  by  an  accident,  which 
I  cannot  yet  comprehend,  that  I  efcaped  from  the  midft 
of  the  flames,  and  was  taken  into  a  yawl  that  was  lying 
under  the  fliip's  counter.  Not  being  able  to  reach  the 
veffel  of  General  Villeneuve  I  made  for  this  place,  from 
whence  I  have  now  the  mortification  of  tranfraitting  you 
thefe  melancholy  details. 

♦«  The  Franklin,  the  Spar  tiate,  the  Tonnant,  the  Peuple 
Soverain,  and  the  ConqucVant,  are  taken  :  they  got  their 
topmafts  up  and  failed  with  the  enemy's  fquadron,  which 
quitted  the  coaft  on  the  18th  of  Auguft,  leaving  here  a 
fmall  divifion  of  four  mips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates. 

44  The  Mercure,  the  Heureux,  and  the  Guerrier,  have 
been  burnt  by  the  enemy ;  the  two  firft  ran  aground  during 
the  a&ion,  and  were  bulged  when  they  took  poffeffion  of 
them. 

**  TheTimoleon,  incapable  of  making  her  efcape,  was  rua 
oa  fhore  by  Captain  Trulet,  who  fct  her  on  fire,  after  put- 
ting all  the  crew  either  into  his  own  boats  or  into  thofe 
which  were  fent  him  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet. 

*'•  The  two  frigates,  the  Artemfie  and  the  Serieufe,  were 
deftroyed,  in  fpite  of  the  enemy's  endeavours  to  prcferve 
them  ;  the  firft  was  burnt  and  the  other  funk. 

**  The  fole  relics,  then,  of  this  unfortunate  armament  are 
comprifed  in  the  divifion  of  frigates,  corvets,  and  flute*, 
whith  are  now  at  Alexandria,  and  in  that  of  General  Vil- 
leneuve, who,  by  a  bold  manoeuvre,  made  his  efcape  fiem 
the  enemy.  You  will  fee,  by  my  Abftrac"r,  that  this  latter 
divifion  is  compofed  of  two  ihips  of  the  line  and  two  fri- 
gates ;  the  Guillaumc  Tell,  the  Genercux,  the  Diane,  and 
the  Juftiec, 
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*'  Placed  by  my  rank  at  the  head  of  that  part  of  our  un- 
fortunate armament  which  remains  here,  Admiral  Nelfon 
propofed  tome  to  receive  the  wounded  and  other  prifonen* 
In  concert  with  Genera!  Kleber,  Commandant  of  the  town, 
I  have  acquiefced  in  his  propofition ;  and  three  thoufand 
one  hundred  prifoners,  of  whom  about  eight  hundred  are 
wounded,  have  been  put  on  fliore  fince  the  6th  of  Auguft. 
By  means  of  this  correfpondence  we  have  collected  fome 
information  refpeeting  our  perfonal  loffes.  My  pen  trem- 
bles in  my  hand,  while,  in  conformity  to  my  duty,  I  at- 
tempt to  particularife  our  misfortunes. 

•'  The  Admiral,  the  Chiefs  of  Divifion,  Cafa-Bianca, 
Thevtnard,  and  Du- Petit  Thouars,  are  killed,  and  fix 
other  fupeiipr  officers  dangerously  wounded.  F  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  procure  an  exact  lift  of  the  privates  killed 
and  wounded,  on  account  of  Admiral  Nelfon's  refufing  to 
fend  me  the  comroiflaries  of  the  captured  veffels,  with  their 
j  oles-d' Equipage. 

M  Since  the  action  the  enemy's  cruifcis  are  maften  of 
the  whole  coaft,  and  interrupt  all  our  communications: 
the  other  day  they  captured  the  Fortune,  a  corvet,  which 
the  Admiral  had  fent  to  cruife  off"  Damictta.  The  Eng. 
lifli  fquadron,  at  1  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  to  you 
above,  failed  (it  is.  faid)  for  Sicily  on  the  18th  inftant :  the 
divifion  which  is  ftationed  here  confilis  of  four  feventy- 
fours  and  two  frigates. 

"  On  account  of  the  extraordinary  care  which  the  Eng- 
lish always  take  to  conceal  their  lofs  of  men,  we  have 
been  able  to  procure  no  information  on  the  fubject  that 
can  be  relied  on.  We  are  affured,  however,  that  Admiral 
Nelfon  is  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  head,  and  that  two 
captains  are  killed.  We  are  alfo  told  that  two  of  their 
flaps,  the  Majcftic  and  the  Bellerophon,  had  each  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  killed  and  wounded. 

"  hi  the  fituation  it)  which  we  are,  blocked  up  by  a  very 
fuperior  force,  I  am  ftill  ignorant,  Citizen  Minifter,  what 
measures  wc  Ihail  purfue  with  the  feeble  maritime  tefources 
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that  yet  remain  to  us  in  this  port :  but,  if  I  mud  fpeak  the 
truth,  fuch  as  it  really  appears  to  me  ;  I  then  fay,  that,  after 
fo  dreadful  a  difafter,  I  conceive  nothing  but  a  Peace  can 
confolidate  the  eftablifliment  of  our  new  colony.  May  our 
Governors  procure  us  a  folid  and  honourable  one  I 
I  am,  with  refpedr, 

G  ANTEAUME. 


END   OK   VOi.  II- 
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